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on Mr: Venables, a Bucher in Whiltthapel 73 
- and Mr. Rogers, a Carpenter; with. an Accouili > 2 
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S 3 1 — a Butcher in Whitechapel, 


4 EE . 


2 _ on 3 26th of IH 1770, Richard. 
On, 


RN 


. Conway, and two men named Jackſon aud 
n to the op of Mr; Robert Dan, in 

7 {Princes-ſquare, near Ratelif-bighway, and  pur- 

= *Chaſed a pair of piſtols. The above-mentioned 
J bY * Jackſon-was afterwards:an evidence againſt his ac- 

=  - complices: but we do not learn that Fox was ever 

5 ite cuſtody, .- 

. thus p urchaſed* the the piſtols, ey left 

_ them at the wu of an acquaintance, named Tho- 

- mas; after which. they all went to the lodgings of 


Conway, where: they fpent the night. 
On che .focceeding, day (Sunday). they took « 
; Coaght to Whitechapel, l they continued drit | 
l the duſk of the evening, when they went to 
Flomax" ag's houſe for the piſtols. 


Being unpro- 
+ e balls; they A for a while in 


© | confultation wbat to ſubſtuute in their! ſtead ; and 
mile chey cut a e in pieers, and 
| <p x 5 piſtols. 2 . 
RK 5 ITbistbeing done, Conway and Richardfon- went 

© together, and the other two accompanied them, but 

at 2 ſmall diſtance, that they might not appear to 

de 4 Rüffrans. They met a gentleman's 

bervant, hom they ſtopped; but, as he had no 
motten, he uas eee 7 pals without farther 
7M Melt kae. Jr . 
It happened chat, in hs 8 Mr. Veua- 


'v> 
* 
4 
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3 Srepney, with his.. neighbour, Mr. ane, a 
3 E and they were returning to town when 

* hey, {were met by the villains abovementioned, 
ened a fer minutes after they had part- 
[= -ed'from -gentleman's ſervant. | 
ITAL Mr. Venables and Mr. Rogers Jad ah etna: 75 


: Ae of men from whom 2 conſiderable booty 3 
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8 expected; whereupon Conway fto aan Fc for- 


livering it, Mr. Venables, 'who was 'a'robult; man, 
twice knock ed down Richardſon and Fox; and they 
had no Tooner recovered their legs, than Richard- 
fon and Conway inftantly fired 3 2 piſtols, and the _ 


two ufoffending paſſengers were Killed on "OP. 
ſpot. 


Theſe unprovoked murders being 1 
trated, the villains did not ſtay to rob the parties; 
but, with the conſciouſneſs of. guilt, hurried — 4 
towards Stepney, whence they went to Rateli 
highway, and thence to Wapping, where they 
ſtopped a man, and robbed him of I bn 
lings and his watch. 

This robbery being committed, they abe 
to Dark houſe-lane, near Billingſgate, "when they 
ſtaid duringrhe night; and the next morning, after 
breaktaſting at a public bouſe in Sourhwark, they 


parted, with a view of conſulting their fafery: N 
flight. 


The bodies of the deceaſed, being und f in the. 
road, were conveyed to the watch-houle ; and a 
ſurgeon being ſent for, he examined che /wour 
| — found that they had deen made by rae of . 
( 

On the following Wedneſday Jackſon Was 
prehended on ſuſpicion of Having been concert 
in the commiſſion of theſe horrid murcdets. On his. 


examination he gave information who were his ac- 3 


complices ; on which he was admixted an evidence 
for the crown. 9 7 
In a few days after Jackſon was N cuſtody; - 
| Conway went to the 
broker i in Jermyn-ſtreet ; where he offered a watch 
in Pledge. An A in che W 
re 2 * * . | 2 
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ſhop of Mr. Bartmai} a pawn- 


er, and demanded His money; Dat, uſted of de- 1 | 
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deſcribing * perſon of Conway, having ahi * 
by Mr. 1 — the latter imagined that he was 
the man thus deſcribed ; on which he gave a hint 
to one of his ſervants to fit by Conway, while he 
(Burtman) examined the. 8 | 
The ſervant, apprehending danger, whiſ pered 
his maſter that it was probable he had viſtols in 
His pofſeſhon-z on which a perſon. was ſent out, to 
requeſt-the attendance of the nejghbours, with a 
view to preyent miſchief. In the interim Conway, 
remarking that they whiſ pered together, begged 
permiſſion to retire to the vault ; which he was 
readily allowed to do :—but on his return he was 
taken into cuſtody, and a coach was called to 
' convey him to Sir John Fielding's office in Bow- 
ſtreet. 

As they were going thither, Mr. Burtman hinted 
a ſtrong ſuſpicion. that Conway # was guilty of the 
- murders ;z to which the latter made this remarkable 
and ſhocking anſwer; © D—— my eyes! though 
J am guilty (I mean not guilty) [ could not ſhoot 
two men at once.“ 
When he was brought to the houſe of the ma- 

giſtrate abovementioned, he was confronted with 

Jack ſon, when they mutually endeavoured to cri- 
minate each other; but the circumſtances againſt 
Conway were ſo very ſuſpicious, that Sir John 
Fileding did not heſitate to commit him to Newgate. 

Richard ſon was likewiſe apprehended within five 
days after this commitment, and taken to Bou- ſtreet 
for examination ; when the charge againſt him was 
ſo very ſtrong, - that he was likewiſe committed to 
Ne, to abide * event of a trial by jury. 

3 Jackſon 
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. Some of the accounts give "this e name . 
but it is uncertain which is gre woe ſpelling. 


Io "6 FO ITY 
- Jackſon having beck! admitted an aa 
abovementioned), bills of indiftment” were Prefer- 
red, at the next ſeffions ar the Ola Bailey, ainſt 
Conway and Richardſon, who were theret | 
on their trials for the murders of Mr. Venables an 
Mr. Rogers. Jackſon's evidence againſt them was 
full and poſitive; and this being ſtrong ly fupported 
by that of the perſon of — they 5 purchaſed 
the piſtols, aided by a variety of collateral cireum- 
ſtances, - the jury did not hefrats to con vict them; 
the conſequence of which was, that they were con- 
demned to die. 

After conviction they were, as uſual in ſuch 
caſes, lodged in the cells of Newgate ; and we are 
ſorry to ſay that their penitence did not feem pro- 
portioned to the dreadful crime they had commit- 
ted ; a crime of the blackeſt dye, and alt 


ogether 
unprovoked by thoſe who fell victims to. _ in- 


human barbarity. 

On the Monday following they were convey ed 
to the place of execution; an incredible ner 
of people attending the ſolemn proceſſion, and pre- 
paring to ſee the exit of men who had diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by the atrociouſneſs of their crimes, and 
whoſe ſtory had excited the public 9 in a 
very high degree. 


' Unprepared as theſe men appeared to have den 
for the dreadtul fate that awaited them, yet, when 


they ſaw how near and how certain it was, they 
ſeemed to be ſhocked to a degree beyond deſcrip- 


tion; and appeared as ſolemn and ſincere in their 


devotions as others who bad ſuffered at the fatal 
tree. | 


After execution their bodies were cut dowd, and * 
conveyed to Bow - common, where they were put in 
chains, and hung on a gibbet. It is bardly credi- 


ble 


n 

ple. 10 think what Srl numbers of peop ple went 
on London, to take a view of 1 malefactors 
while hanging in chains: to talk of a thouſand, or 
ten thouſand, would be ſaying nothing. Perhaps 
more than a 1 vitted the ſpot - within 

the firſt five da; _ On Sunday, particularly, the 
* reſembled a crowded fair; and many people 
get money by ſelling liquors and other proviſions to 
the aſſembled multitude. So great was the crowd, 
tha che banks in the neighbourhood, and even the 
| hedges, were broken down, that the mob might 
_ gravity their eager curioſity. 

Theſe malefactors ſuffered at Tybura on the 19th 
of July, 1770. | 

In the caſe of theſe men the conſciouſneſs of 
guilt will appear in its. moſt ſtriking light; for af- 

ter they had committed the — ſuch was their 

terror, that they did not dare to reap the intended 
fruits of their illegal expedition; 25 we find that 
the murdered men were not robbed, but the guilty 
parties ſought their ſafety in flight; ſo true is that 
ſcriptural ex preſſion, © the wicked fly, when no 
man purſueth.“ 

No account has ever bel us af what became 
of the accomplice Fox. It was preſumed that he 
eſcaped out of the kingdom; but could he eſcape 
from his own conſcience ? Don thoſe terrors which 

5 . muſt ever haunt the guilty mind? Alas ! he conld - 
not. The attempt muſt have been vain ; ſince he 

carried about with him the conſcionineſs of being a 
- murderer, and muſt have had xiperpeinal hell wan 
His on breaſt. 

The ſtory before us will ſerve to * in a 
e emphatic manner, that divine command, 
Thou ſhalt do no murder. May all the readers 
of ef thi narrative be inſtrufted i in the * 
0 u- 


© % * 
Humanity! nor , nor provoke the venge ante __ | 
God, who, though he may be ſlow to pant, will 


not ſuffer: his holy AION to be tr | 
foot! | 2 


A Narrative of the Cafe of 12 ROAD ICY be 

was executed for robbing the Mail g with an 
Account of the Gircumitance that dw bis De- 
0 is — 54 1 861 


: $50 200 Lib 
\H Is unbeppy 


man was deſcended of -raſped- 

table parents, ho gave him-a liberal edu- 
cation; nor did any circuniſtance. atiſe to throw 
blame on his character, till the diſcovery, * the 
crime which coſt him his life. | 7 1 

He was apprenticed to a grocer in n angel 

ſerved his time with adegree of fidelity that md 

have done credit to any ſervant; and che 2 


to gain the general govd opinion of tale gn unn 
acquainted with him. 0 


—— tf + $44 vv 


At the expiration of bis apprenticeſkip-he-rwent 
to live as a journeyman to a grocer in Biſhopſgate- 
. ſtreet, where he ftill maintained a fair chatter, | 
and continued in this ſtation ſeveral years; during 
which he married and had 32 _ 
wife died a conſiderable time befbre-' the wp -Y 
tion of the fact which rendered him a: Geral waldioe & 
to the violated laws of his caunt . 1 
Mr. Stretton, having by; his frugalitraccumulat- 
-e&a-fom i money, opened a fhop in Hafhopſgate - 
ſtreet on his own account, and had cvety- rbE a- 
WN * 6 * 
ts 


. 


42 
4 


his;condudt, and ſo irreproachable was his charac- * 
der, thiar not any per ſon in his own way” of buſi- 


neſs refuſed to gie him credit to any reaſonable 
| amount. 


Vahappily, however, he had not long enkel 
in trade, before his ruin enſued, from a cauſe 


which. ane would hare thought very unlikely to 


produce 1 it. 

Having conceived a deſign of advancing himſelf 
an life by a ſecond marriage, and a butcher in the 
'neighbourhood being reputed worth a conſiderable 
um of money, he paid his addrefles to his daugh- 
ter, who was ſo well pleaſed with him, that ſhe 


did not hefitate to make a declaration in his favour; 
but the father, unwilling to part with any money, 


As a for his daughter, reſolved not to give 
His conſent; becauſe Mr. Stretton was not in cir- | 
cumſtances of independence. 
In the mean time the lovers contrived. frequen nt 
' opportunities of ſeeing each other, and the young 
Woman repeatedly informed Mr. Stretton with the 
determination of her father. Chagrined by this 
-circumſtance,: and reſolved to remove the objecti- 
on which ſeemed to ariſe from his preſumed pover- 
2 he made the dreadtul reſolution of TAY _ 
'He nad not, however, for ſome time an oppor- 
unity of carrying his intention into execution; for 
he was ſeized with a ſevere fit of illneſs, which con- 
-fined him to his bed for ſome weeks, during which 
time he was frequently viſited. by the girl whom he 
had courted, and alſo by her N who- Was a 
- warm: friend to the propaled marri 
At length he recovered. his health in a 


n 


. Fee on which he reſolved to compleat, 


by poflible, the plan which had fo long e _ 
- a min 


<4 4 4 I w a a N 7 * 
& h a * a"? * CEP" "7 — x wr * „ 993 
' +'s Os da {As y , * 5 * * 
* * , 
f 4 * „ — — . 
| | N e | . 


* naps A | * F i wow 9 
* . 1 * 
mind. In 


3 « 1 i ry e a 
N 
= = 7 - 
- 
- * 
o 8 1 
5 
I . 
>] - 
% 


purſuance-hereof he took an opportum - 
ty when his ſhopman-was in bed one Saturday night 
to quit the houſe, and go as fat as the City-road, 
between Tflington and London, where he awaited 
the arrival of the Northern mail, which came op- 
4 Peerleſs-pool about two o'clock in the morn- 
| Stretton, obſerving the poſt-boy coming up, 
ſtopped the mail, and took out ſuch bags as he 
thought proper; after which he went into Moor- 
fields, where he examined the contents of the bags 
and taking out ſuch bills and notes as he thought 
proper, left the bags behind him, and retired to 
his own houſdme. 2 
As ſoon as the robbery was made known at the 
Poſt- office, the Poſtmaſter- general offered by ad- 
vertiſement, as is uſual on ſuch occafions, a reward 
of two hundred pounds for the apprehenſion of che 
robber: but nothing tranſpired in the courfe of 
ſeveral weeks; and it is probable that the offender 
might have remained much longer undetected, but 
for the following circumſtance. 
Stretton ſtill cominued to pay his addreſſes to. 
the butcher's daughter; but her father, unwilling 
that ſhe ſhould marry a man in low or doubtful 
circumſtances, was continually talking to Stretton 
on the ſubje& of money matters; till at length the 
latter was ſo imprudent as to ſhew him the draughts 
in his poffeſhon, aud even to fend a porter to Mr. 
Boldero's, the banker, for the acteptance of one af 
them, that no doubt might remain of their being 
good notes: but the porter had no ſooner preſent - 
ed the bill, than he was detained, and a 2 
officer, and other perſons, ' were ſent in ſearch 
of Mr. Stretton, whom they found at his own 
Vor-, V. . c 
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ber ebqulted bow he Game to be poffeſſed of 


the note in queſtion ; to which he replied, that he 


had taken it in the courſe of buſineſs from a perſon 


in Bond-ſtreet who was in his debt. er 

This ſtory did not ſeem to be credited: however 
a coach was called; and the parties went together. 
to Bond-: ſtreet, in {earch of the perſon who was 
faid to have paid the bill: but no ſuch man could 


de found; on which the ſuſpicions againſt Stretton 


being greatly ſtrengthened, he was conveyed to the 
houſe of Sir John Fielding, who committed him to 


Newgate, to abide the event of a trial. 


 Obje&icns being made by council to the puttin 
him on his trial at the firſt and ſecond ſeſſions af- 
ter his commitment, it was accordingly brought on 
at the third *. OTE e 
When Mr. Stretton was put on his trial, full 
proof aroſe that the draughts and notes which had 
been taken out of the mail were found in his 
houſe, and, as he could give no probable account 
how they came into his poſſeſſion, there was a 
ſtrong preſumptive, amounting almoſt to poſitive, 


proof that he had himſelf committed the robbery ; 
for it appeared evident to the jury, that a tradeſman, 


who had taken theſe bills and notes in the common 
courſe of buſineſs, could have accounted for the man- 
ner in which he became poſſeſſed of them, or at 


leaſt of the greater part of them. 


After a full deliberation on the caſe, the jury 
did not heſitate to pronounce him guilty, the con- 
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It ought to be mentioned, to the credit of our Courts of 


is ſufficient to influence the bench in favour of 


"Y ſequence 
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| ledge his guilt; and he fteadil 


2 | "I 12 EE | 2 
4 ſence of mhich ** that Ln of 4 
deat pokes 
Aer conviction he was regular in his attendance | 
e offices of divine worſhip ; but no arguments 
that were madeuſeof could Peer on him to acknow- 
y perfiſted in a deni- 
al of the Juſtice of his ſentence, Notwithſtanding 
this, he appeared exceedingly penitent. for all the 
faults which he had ever committed; and declared 
that he expected ſalvation only through the merits. 
of the Redeemer of mankind :—but with regard to 
robbing the mail, he inſiſted that he had never heen 
guilty of it, voy that he deteſted the thought of 
ſuch an execrable baſeneſs, and was total inno- 
cent of the crime alledged againſt him. 
Theſe declarations he Reddy made ; and on 
the morning of execution, when he was called down 
to the preſs- yard, to have his irons knocked off, he 
was urged by the ordinary of Newgate to make an 


explicit confeſſion of the crime; but, far from doing ; 1 


ſo, he ſtill avowed his perfect innocence. 

He was attended to the place of execution by 
immenſe crouds of people, whto wiſhed to hear the 
dying words of a man to be executed for ſo capital 
3 crime, for which he would never acknowledge 
the 22 of that verdict by which he had been 
condemned. 
== unhappy man ſuffered at Tyburn on the 

iſt of Auguſt, 1770. 

Many people have thought ir impoſſible, and 
indeed humanity would ſuppoſe it fo, for any man 
to die with a lie in his mouth; but in the caſe of 
Stretton it will be very hard to form an opinion in 
his favour ; for, if he did not obtain the notes and 
draughts by robbing the mail, how did he obtain 

1 — If he could have given an honeſt account 
; C 2 2 you 
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e Wye oF few; if be ant 
Shakeſpgar em atically phraſes it, have pane a) 

« 4 round unvarniſhed tale; it would have been 
almoſt impoſſible that he ſhould have been convicted; 
for the jurymen of this country, (to their honour be it 
recorded) are exceedingly tender of che lives of 
their fellow. citizens. 

The preſumption then, in this particular caſe, 
1s very ſtrong that the malefactor muſt have denied 
His crime from a ſpecies of pride altogether unwar- 
rantable. We would not wiſh to be thought ſe- 
vere or uncharitable in our conjectures; but it is 

improbable that any man could have deen poſſeſſed 

of the contents of a mail, which had been robbed, 

without knowing how they came into bis polſeſ- w, 

fon. 

His ſending the draught to the banker's for ac- 

ceptance is a proof of the moſt egregious folly ; 

for he muſt have been morally certain that his 

_ meſſenger would be ſtopped, and that his own de- 

_ teQtion would inevitably enſue. . 

If we ſuppoſe that his love induced him to take 
"this dangerous ſtep; we ſhould recolle&t that he 
'had been married before, and was therefore the 
leſs likely to have been involved in a paſhon fo 
Violent as to tempt him to ſo dangerous an expe- 

| , riment. - 

Upon the whole, notwithſtanding all appear - 
ances to the contrary, the preſumption is very 
ſtrong, that this man was in diſtreſſed circumſtances, 
which he ſought to repair by marriage; but find- 
ing his hopes ar leaſt poſtponed, he took the moſt 

- method imagipable. to repair his ſhatter- 
ſortunes. 


It is aſtoniſhing thin during his ſickneſs, he 
would not have had recollection enough to induce 
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may be 


recital of them would fill ſome 


bim to delt from carrying into execution a the . 4 
gerous plan he had formed. In genera), ficknefs 
is productive of thoughts: more ſerious than thoſe 
"which attend us in perfect health: but the whole 4 
of this unhappy. man's conduct ſhould teach us to 
pray continually for the aſſiſting grace of God, "har "1 
we may not be led into temptation, but delivered : 
from all the evils that ſurround us; ſo that, after a 
ſhort paſſage through this troubleſome world, ve 
received into the arms of eternal 7 F 


A Narrative of the Trials 'of Pat Cana and 


Joan Sipar, who ſuffered for n 
ſome Account of their Behaviour. e bre » Mi 


T the ſeſtous held at the Old Bailey in the | 
month of February, 1771, Luke Cannon and 
ford Siday were indicted for breaking and entering 
the dwelling honſe of the Honourable Edward 
Stratford about two o'clock in the morning of the 
' 12th of January preceding, and ſtealing Aer plate 
gold rings, diamonds, and a variety of other va- 
luable articles, to the amount 'of two thoulend 
nds. 

It would be equally uſeleſs and tedious to re- 
count the particulars of the indiftment ; for the 
things ſtolen were ſo very numerous, that the bare 
of this work. 
Mary Brain, who had been a ſervant to Mr. Strat- 
ford at the time of the robbery, depoſed, that Can- 


non had likewiſe lived with her Maſter, but had. 


been diſcharged on the ſecond of January z that. 
| "Pe 


RR , 
Siday came for ſome cloaths which Cannon had 
left behind him; but that the feryants would not 
deliver chem, as they conceived he had no authority 
to come chither. She ſaid that there was an area 
before the window of the fote-kitchen, which the 
found to be faſt at ten o'clock, and that the kitchen 
window. ſhutter was ſecure at eight o'clock; and 
Mkewiſe, that the robbers muſt have entered at the 
fore- kitchen. 

Alexander Cornelius depoſed, that he was a ſer- 
vant of Mr. Stratford; and that when he aroſe on 
the morning of the 12th of January, he found a 
preſs burſt open which he had ſafely locked on the 
preceding night, and that the plate was gone: that 
he found the plate cheſt in the houſe keeper's room 
burſt open; that the ſaſh in the window of the area 
had been A and the cords were hanging to it; 
and that he obſerved many ſpecks of wax about the 
hall, and ſome dirt which was not there on the pre- 
ceding night. He ſaid he had not been above ten 
or eleven days in Mr. Stratford's ſervice, and was 
ignorant of what was loſt out of the houſe-keeper's 
room. 

Elizabeth Chamberlayne (the houſe · keeper) 
confirmed as much of Cornelius's evidence as came 
within her knowledge, and ſaid that nothing was 
from her room except the plate. She de- 
Poſed that Cannon entered into Mr. Stratford's ſer- 
vice at Bath; but ſhe had never ſcen Siday till af- 
ter he was Hi Ye into cuſtody. 

Mr. Stratford gave the = OE OE of his having 
been robbed, as far as he could be acquainted with 
them ;— he ſaid, that he had taken Cannon into his 
ſervice at Bath, but diſcharged him on the — 
of er. on finding him much fluſhed with li- 
quor, 


— 


FE * * 8 
cor, as he made it a rule nevet to keep a fervant 
who was attached to the vice of drunkenneſs. 

Moſes, Levi, a dealer in old cloaths, depoſed, that 
Siday called him into his lodgings in Sea-coal-lang 
on the 2 iſt of January, when Cannon was pre 
and that he bought of Siday ſome valuable cloathy, 
and 650 ounces of plate, paying for it upwards of 
one Pn and ſeventy A* 5 in caſh and a note z 
and that he paid a part of the ſum to Siday, and 
a part to Cannon; and farther, that he ſold the 
plate to Jacob Jacobs, the ſon of Lazarus Jacobs. 
The teſtimony of the witneſs was poſitive that both 
the priſoners were preſent at the time he made the 
purchaſe. / 

There were a variety of corroborative circum- 
ſtances, tending to prove the ſtealing: and ſelling of 
the plate and other effects: but the affair was ſo 
clear to the jury, that they did not heſitate to find 
the priſoners guilty ; in conſequence of which they 
received ſentence of death. 

At the fame time Lazarus Jacobs, Jacob Jacobs, 
and Michael Glannon, were tried tor receiving the 
ſtolen effects; when Lazarus was acquitted, but 


ve Jacob Jacobs and Glannon were convicted, and ſen- 


tenced to be tranſported for fourteen years, though 
they made very artful defences, and Glannon par- 
ticularly brought many people to teſtify to his cha- 
racter: — but character will have little weight a- 
gainſt poſitive evidence. 

After con viction, the behaviour of Cannon and 
Siday was by no means adapted to their unhappy | 
ſituation. They were attended, as uſual in ſuch 
cafes, by the ordinary of Neweate, but paid ks 
regard to his pious exhortations. 

On the morning of execution Siday behared in 
the moſt hardened manner; ; and of three others 


that 
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hat Pere condemned to filter,” one of 8 
the executioner when he was put into the 
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| |  " Tramenſe crowds of ſpeclators attended theſe un- 

happy. Joung men. to the place of their fatal exit ; 

For their crimes had beeri much the ſubject of ub- 

lic converfation. , Siday, in particular, had been” 
concerned with George Birth in breaking open the 

houſe of Mr. Greenfield, linen-draper, in Fleet- 

ſtreet, and robbing it of goods to' the amount __ 

more than thirteen hundred pounds: | 
When they arrived at the place of execution, 
Cannon ſaid, that he had been a fingle man, a 

5 married man, an honeſt man, and a rogue, within 

1 © twelvemonth ; and i in which time he ſhould ſuf- 

* a er. 2 ü 
Luke Cannon and John Siday were executed at 
Tyburn on the 25th of February, 1771. 
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Will | "of Cannon we have not been able to learn any 
5 farther particulars than what may be gathered from 

the courſe of the evidence above-recited. With 

regard to Siday, we ate told, that he was born of 

reſpectable parents, well educated, and-apprenticed 
to the very genteel profeſſion of a printer. What 
uſe be made of theſe advantages is but too plainly. 
een in the preceding narrative. 

An early attachment to bad company „an early 
| introduction to the paths of vice, led with rapid 
aud certain ſucceſs to his ruin. Such ruin may 
be expected, and ought to be dreaded, by every 

. yoark, who dare not have the reſolution of tread- 
ing in the paths of virtue. 

Yet, when we conſider how much more caſy_it ö 
zs to be honeſt than otherwite, how ſafe and how 


* is che parh of duty, one would wonder that 
29 
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a could be blind exoogh! to deviate into the dag 25 


1 of error? _. 15 4 
1 "From a ſerious conſideration of ihe wal — 1 
| vs, -youth ſhould be taug t chat 2 ſteady and unter x 


3 3 mitting perſeverance int e Une of duty, whatever _ 
little inconveniencies may ſeem to aten them ar the + 
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3 time, will infallibly 1 to Promote their Were, 
F What perſon in his fenſes worth: erde end to. 
Þ w be a Po when it is ſo much his intereſt to be 
888 > the mere credit of living in reputation 
being ſpoken well of by all our neighbours, toy 
in the cafe before us one excellent leſan a 

to fervants : Mr. Stratford diſchsged Canyon, 

good one. The man who will diſguiſe himlelf, 8 N 

as not to have the command of ks own intelles 


temporal and eternal. ILFY 
ſay nothing of bigher race 
be fufficient to put vice out of faſhion ! . 
cauſe he found him in liquor. —The' reaſon Wag - 
650 never be ay faithful ſerrant of * : | 7.2 ©" 


A full wu — e . 8 _ * 

Levi WIL, AsRER WEIL, Facos LAZ 
and SoLomoN e who were convicted © oh 
and exccuted f. for, Robbery and Murder, 0 2 85 
"HE circumſtanee of the robbery * 
1 Hucchins's hoùſe at Chelſea; YL the murde 
cha was the conſequence of this egregious violtlon 
of the laws, muſt be within the mempry of almoſt. -- * *= 
all our readers: but as the affair was greatly 5+ ſp — 
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fubje& of public gon verfäticn at the n 
whole body of people Were 5 Wet 
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crimes of a few individuals, we think it proper to 

be as exact as poſſible in the recital of particulars. 

The ſubjects of this ſhocking narrative were all 

gf them Jews; and ſuch were their proceedings, that 
it may be eaſily conceived that they were a diſgrace 


to people of any perſuaſion. 3 | 
Levi Weil had been educated in a rank above 
his accomplices. He had ſtudied phyſic in the uni- 
_ verſity of Leyden, where he was admitted to the 
degree of Doctor in that faculty; and then coming 
to England, he practiſed phyſic in London, with 
no inconſiderable degree of ſucceſs, and was always 
known by the name of Doctor Weil: but ſo defti- 
tute was he of all principle, and ſuch was the de- 
pravity of his heart, that he determined to engage 
in the dangerous practice of robbery ; and, having 
formed this fatal reſolution, he wrote to Amſter- 
dam to ſome poor Jews, to come to England, and 
- affiſt him in his intended depredations on the pub- 
He; and at the ſame time informed them, that 
i England large ſums were to be acquired by the 
practice of theft. . 
be ineonſiderate men no ſooner received Dr, 
Weil's letter, than they procured a paſſport from 
the Engliſh conſul, and, embarking in the Harwich 
packet boat, arrived in England. 1 
They loſt no time in repairing to London; and 
immediately attending Dr. Weil, he informed them 
that his plan was, that they ſhould go out in the 
day- time, and minutely ſurvey ſuch houſes near 
London as might probably afford a good booty in 
the night. Sn. i. ook SOR 
ln purſuance of this plan they robbed the houſe 
pf a lady near Cheſhunt in Hertfordſhire, and like- 
"  Farried off plate and cal to a W 


N — 
- - 
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This courſe of life they continued for ſume time / f 
always binding the ſervants” in. the houſes which n 
they robbed, and leaving them in that ſituation till 

n might be relieved by any perſon who ſhould 

' witneſs their diftreſs ; and in the mean time the 

- villains haſtened to London with their ill-acquired 
booty.—But we now proceed to relate the particu- 
Jars of the dreadful crime which ended in the death 
of the four malefactors whoſe names are mentioned 
at the head of this narrative. 

Mrs. Hutchins was a widow lady. who occu- 
pied a very conſiderable farm in the King” 8-road, 
| Chelſea ; and the Jews having made artful enqui- 
Ties into her circumſtances, and finding a probabi- 
lity of obtaining a valuable booty, they N he | 
reſolution of robbing her houſe. 

In purſuance of this plan they went to Chelſea on 
che evening of the 11th of June, 1971; and having 
ſauntered inthefieldstill the clock had ſtruck ten, they 
, then went to the houſe of Mrs. Hutchings, and knock- 


ing at the door, it was opened by a maid-feryant. 
The door was no ſooner opened, than eight Jews 
ruſhed i into the houſe. At this time Mrs. Hutchins 
was in the parlour ; but, hearing the barking of her 
dog, ſhe ran forwards, to learn what occaſioned ä 
the diſturbance, when ſhe found that the gin $ 
cap was torn by the villains, who were treating 
her with very unwarrantable ſeverity. Mrs. Hutch- 
ins would have aſſiſted the girl; but Doctor Weil 
ſeized on her, and compelled her to ſit down in a 
chair; after which he threw part of her cloaths 
over her head, to prevent her having a view of the 
houſe-breakers ; and he threatened to murder * 
Hutchins, if ſhe made any diſturbance. '* 
Terrified into ſabmiſlion, ſhe iſed to remain 
in her preſent W and if the mean ume = 
2 


— 


| Slow, and William Stone, two inen · ſer vants of 


1 1 


— flairys a rod Whche foltgl 


Mrs. Hutchins; were in bed together, and in a 
ſound ſleep. 


or Weil gave Stone a violent 
blow.on-the breaſt, by which he was awakened ; 


and Slow ſtarting up at that inſlalt, one bf the 
villains cried out, © Thoot 'him ;” and a piſtol was 
immediately fired; the ball from which took place 
in the body of Slow, who inſtantly tained, 
« Lord have mercy on me |. I am murdered, I am 
* murdered.” 

The villains now dragped the body of the wound- 
ed man towards the head of the ſtairs, which being 
. obſerved by Stone, he made his eſcape out of the 

window ; but, before he had effected his eſcape, he 

was fired at by one of the gang; though happily 
the ſhot did not take effect. 

They now proceeded to plunder the houſe, 
and obtained a conſiderable booty in plate. After 

this they applied to Mrs. Hutchins for money. She 

gave them her watch; but ſtil] they infiſted on 
money, which they faid they came for, and would 
have, or they would deſtroy her. One of them 
ſtruck her ſo forcibly on the . as to looſen a 
tooth; on which, in the dread of ſtill farther vio- 
lence, the went up Rairs with them, and gave them 
fixty-four guineas. 
Havipg thus obtained all the booty they eould, 
* the villains quitted the houſe; on which Mrs. 
Hutchins went to ſee how her ſervants had fared 
in this horrid violation of law and humanity. She 
found two of the maid- ſervants bound together; 
and no ſooner had ſhe given them their 1 
than the wounded man 2 her, and ſaid, 
Ho are you, Madam ?—for I am dead.” — Theſe 


Vords were ſcarcely pronounced, when he dropped 
. on 


. 
| he floor; and, having langu iſhed under he 
y nj excruciating pains all the * of the 
following day, he = expired, leaving behind him 
a wife and two children to lament his loſs. 
The murderers, having effected a perfect eſcape, 
remained undiſcovered for a conſiderable time, till 
Daniel Iſaacs, one of the gang, became the means, 
in the hand of Providence, of diſcovering his ac- 
complices. The caſe was this. Iſaacs was one of 
thoſe unhappy men who had been induced to come 
from Holland in conſequence of Dr. Weil's letter; 
and being now reduced to circumſtances of diſtrefs, 
he applied for aſſiſtance to the elders of the Jewiſh 
nagogue. 
eher of the ſynagogue, Mr. Myers, * 
refuſed Iſaacs any immediate affiſtance, urging as a 
reaſon, that he had ated improperly in leaving 
his native country, Holland, where he might have 
probably obtained an honeſt Hvelihood, and coming 
to England, where he could not have an equal chance 
of living in credit. 
The robbery and murder at Mrs. Hutchinss was 
no ſooner known, than a reward was offered; from 
the Secretary of State's office, for the apprehenſion 
of the "+ — and this offer was ſeconded by that 
of a much more conſiderable reward from the city 
of London: on which, Iſaacs, greatly reduced by 
poverty, and tempted by the proſpect of the re- 
ward, went to Mr. Meer, whom he made acquaint- 
ed with the whole of the ſhocking tranſaction. 
Hereupon Mr. Myers took Iſaacs to Sir John 
Fielding's Vote, where he was ſtrictly —— 
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This Mr. Ayers is till Being (in January 3 nd. to 
his honour be it ſpoken, has been always as ready to promote 
— of diſhone$ Jews, ** 
the ſame rehgion, 


and 
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Porter, were capitally convicted; and Marcus Har- 


Monday following, 


Tybu urn an the gth of December, 177» 


A +. 3 
| and adininted an M. againſt - bis àccomplices, 


fix of whom were ſoon apprehended; but the other 
made his eſcape, and it is ſuppoſed he went road, 
as he has not been heard of 'fince. 

At the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey 5 in the 


month of December, 1771, Levi Weil, Aſher Weil, 


Marcus Hartogh, Jacob Lazarus, Solomon Porter, 
Lazarus Harry, and Abraham Linevill (the party 
who had abſconded), were indicted for the felony and 
murder above-mentioned z when the two of the 
name of Weil, with Jacob Lazarus, and Solomon 


togh, and Lazarus Harry, were acquitted. 
Theſe men, as is cuſtomary in all cafes of mur- 


der, when it can be made convenient to the court, 
were tried on a Friday ; 


and on the following 
day they were anathematized in the ſynagogue. 

As their execution was to take place on the 
one of their Rabbies went to 
them in the preſs- yard of Newgate, and delivered 
to each af them a Hebrew book; but declined at- 
tending them to the place of death, nor even d prayed 
with them at the time of his viſit. 

They were attended to the place of execution 
by / immenſe crowds of people, who were anxious 
ta witneſs: the exit of wretches whoſe crimes had 
been ſo much the object of public notice. 

Having prayed together, and ſung an hymn in 
the Hebrew language, they were launched into 
eternity, After the bodies had hung the cuſtom- 
ary time, that of Doctor Weil was delivered to the 


1 gentlemen of the Royal Academy, while thoſe of 
his accomplices yere conveyed to Surgeons hall to 


pe diſſected. 
eſe. victims to the violated laws ſuffered at 
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Every one who has read this narrative, will 
allow that the crime of the above-mentioned ma- 
lefactors was of the firſt magnitude; and that the 
forfeit they paid was not too great for the offences 
they had committed ;—burglary and murder equal. 
ly unprovoked; —but their crime, conviction, and 
execution, gave rife to a ſcene of inſult and inhu- 
manity highly reproachful to the lower ranks of 
people in London: nor were thoſe in ſuperiar ſta» 
tions wholly diveſted of it. : 
A Jew could ſcarcely paſs the ſtreets but he was 
upbraided with the words,“ Hutchins” and“ Chel- 
ſea,” and many of them were pulled by the beards; 


while thoſe, who ought to have taken the infultery _ 


into cuſtody, ſtood calmly by, and triumphed in 
3 AR. | TY FN 
All this might ariſe from what they thought to 
be, and perhaps might be, generous impulſes t 
bur ſhall any perſon of liberal breeding fee a fellow 
ſubject inſulted, in defiance of law and reaſon, and 
not endeavour to protect him? All the rights of 
humanity, as well as the laws of the land, forbid the 
ſuppoſition. 3 bs 
There is ſomething wantonly cruel in affrontin 
the whole body of a people, becauſe a few indi- 
viduals of that people have rendered themſelves 
obnoxious by the atrocity of their guilt. As well 
might we affront an Engliſhman, becauſe an Eng- 
liſhman may have ſuffered the ſentence of the law, 
| as a Jew, becauſe that fatal fentence may have 
followed the crimes of ſome of his profeffion. - 
In this caſe, to put all conſiderations of gvod 
manners and decorum out of the queſtion, chriſtian 
charity ought to prevail; and we ſhould no mote 


quarrel with a man becauſe he cannot coincide With 


a N by | | 
F 
us in ſentiments, than we ſhould for not being born 
with us at the ſame time and place with ourſelves. 


A true chriſtian will pity and forgive the errors 
of a Jew : — he has the glorious light of the goſpel 
to guide him; and devoutly ought he to be thankfuf 
for its ſuperjor influence! The Jews hope for a 


| Meffiah to come: ye boaſt of the revelation already 


made ; and ſurely our compaſhon ought to be ex- 
tended to thoſe whom we think leſs happy than 


ourſelves:— This is the very eſſence of charity; 
and he, who cannot pity the man that he thinks in 


diſtreſs, is ſcarcely deſerving of pity from others. 
Cbriſtiaps ought to offer up their moſt ardent: 


thanks to God who has beſtowed on them the blef- 


fings of divine revelation ; and well may they ſay, 
jn the words of the poet, 


| Lord, I afcribe it to thy grace, by 
And not to chance, as others do, 
That I was born of Chriſtian race, 
And not a Heathen, or a Few, 
What would the ancient Jeriſb kings, 
And Jewiſb prophets, once have given, 
Could they have heard the glorious things, 
Which Chriſt reveal'd, and brought from 
8 (heaven 


After all, much muſt be allgwed to the force of 
birth, and the prejudice of education; nor can the 
ſincereſt chriſtian, firm as he thinks he treads on 
chriſtian ground, be affured, that he ſhould not 
have been a ſew, if he had been born of Jewiſh 
parents, and educated in that perfuation, _ 

Humility, therefore, and devour reyerence for 
ene of the goſpel-revelation, are the great 


lefſons 


Po On 


46 1 


leſlons to be Jrawn from this. ſerious coneluſion & 
a.very, melancholy. tale; and we hope 7, will be 
t n to by all our readers ! 1 


A oi of the Sac Cafes of Ev- 

wary Bix. and MarrREW MarTix, who 

were hanged for Forgery ; with ſome Account 
of their Behaviour after Conviction. 5 1.) 
H E. firſt mentioned. of theſe. 8 
Birch, was the ſon of very reſpectable pa- 
rents, and born at Hereford; and Wd having re- 
ceived a very liberal education, he ſerved as a lieu- 
tenant in the militia during the late war. 

Being concerned in a matter ref; 


ec 


pecting a family 
ſtare, the right of which was litigating in the 
court of chancery, he came to London iti, the Year 
1766 3 and as his buſinefs obliged him to ſtay 
town for a conſiderable time, and being 
ſcheming. turn of mind, and poſſeſſed of — mo- 
ney, he: determined to employ ir in ſome mannen 
that he-thought would prove advantageous: « 
While he was deliberating on the heſt method 
of diſpoſing of his money, he became arquainted 
wich a perſon named Cobb, a mechanic of ſingular 
ingenuity, who had contrived a machine for the 
catchiug of fiſh in much greater numbers than by 
the, uſa methods. 
Mr. Cobb was not. in circuniſtances to carry his 
into execution, yet was exceedingiy anxious 
to reap the fruits of his ingepuity. It is not there- 
fore to be wondered at, * he -readily embrares 


in 
2 


Vol. v. 


f 


Tt 26" J. 
ai ollgr of partnerſhip with Birch, who why able to 
lay down the ſum that might be wanted for the 
completion of the ſcheme. This being the fitua- 
tion of both parties, the partnerſhip of courſe en- 
ſued, the terms of which were very advantageans | 
Mr. Cobb having ä a patent to ſecure 
td him the ſole emoluments to axiſe from his 
ſcheme, Birch advanced the money to pay for it, 
and a farther ſum to fit out a veſſel, which was ſent 
to ſea under the immediate direction of Cobb. 
This ſtep 
ſucceſs that was likely to attend the ſcheme; but 
as the firſt trial exceeded the moſt fanguine ex- 
pectations of either party, Birch formed the un- 
generous defign of becoming ſole proprietor of the 
atent. 
With this view he found 4 pretence to quatrel 
with Cobb. The ſcheme did not take complete 
effect; but the partnerſhip was diffolved on the 
following terms, viz. that Birch ſhould be al- 
« lowed the uſe of Cobb's machine to fiſh witli till 
« ſuch time as the money owing to him was paid, 
c while Cobb was to carry on the fiſhery in what 
manner he thought p This agreement 
took place early in the year 1768, and Cobb being 
now reduced to very low circumſtances, embarked 
for for Denmark, where he continued many months, 
Birch, in the mean time, flattered himſeif with 
the hope of obtaining a very conſiderable fortune 
by the new projet; and at this time he married a 
. girſ? with whom he received a fortune of five hun- 
dred pounds. During Mr. Cobb's abſence from 
England, Birch went to South Wales, where he 
engaged 1 in the buſineſs of the fiſhery, you for 
| One 


was intended only as an effort of the. 
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don; and t 
conſtructed for bringing them up with expedition, 
and without injury. 


vYF WF: 0 r 
* - 


813 


could have been expected. 


In order to diſpoſe to advantage of the fich 3 


ent was employed to ſell them in Lon- 
they were regularly ſent up in machines 


taken, an 


It happened-that a quarrel aroſe between Birch 
and the perſon who was his agent, reſpcting the 
punctuality of payments; on which the latter was 


arreſted by Birch; but he inſtantly gave bail to the 


action, 1 then prevailed on a rope maker to arreſt 
Mr. Birch. 

Theſe matters were litigated with the utmoſt | 
warmth and imprudence on both fides; till at 


length Birch found himſelf fo embarraſſed by the 


expences of law,“ that he was | obliged ta take re- 
fuge in a priſon. ® 

The buſineſs of his fiſhery was now wholly neg- 
lefted, and at length be d determined to take the 
benefit of an roſolrenr act; and it is faid that he 
was perjured in this matter, ſwearing that he waz 


in Ireland at the time preſcribed by law, though he 


had not been out of this kingdom ; but this we do 
not ayer.as a fact, . to load the unfortu. _ 
nate, and the deceaſed, with. the imputation of 
crimes which poſſibly they may never haye commit- 

eos and we are the more diffident of admitrin the 


alledged crime in this particular caſe, becaule it is 
probable, that if Birch had been perj jured, he would | 


* Surely no man in his ſenſes would deliberately embark in 
law. How many inſtances do we ſee of the lawyers ſwallow- 
ing up the whole property! It is better for a man to ſubmit to 
en inſult, than ti be tripped of all he bas in the * as 
wa too W the Fs | 
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ſome. months, was » attended with 28 gromt ſucceſs "Ws 
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roſecuted with the atinlt ſererſty « 


. Yave been pi 
the laß. 
Be this as it may, he was now in ee 
of great diſtreſs, having no other ſupport for him- 
ſelk and his wife than What aroſe from the caſual 
bounty of his friends. | 
We are told, that for a year after he was Geared 
by the; act for the relief of inſolvent ' debtors, he 
Was perpetually deviſing ſchemes to raiſe money, 
ſome of which were not the moſt landable ; and 
wat at length he engaged in a forgery, not lefs 
"extraordinary in the deſign, than fatal i in its conſe- 
quences. 
It happened chat Sir Andrew Chadwick, who 
was one of the band of gentlemen penffoners, was 
in poſſeſſion of eſtates io a very conſiderable amount. 
Sir Andrew, having attained a very great age, had 
repeatedly drawn his will,. at diſtant periods, bur 
bug not ſigved his name to any wilt that he had 
a made, though there were many copies of what he 
'' Intended to have done for his relations and imme- 
diate heirs at law. | 
Birch becoming acquainted with a woman who 
had found one of the wills in an old trunk thar had 
been the property of Sir Andrew, the former 
ſeemed to think, on the peruſal of it, that ſome . 
emolument might ariſe. from the poſſeffon of this 


1 ſhort time h Sir Andrew died; and 
| no will regularly executed being found, a pentle- 
I man of Lancaſhire, who had married a niece of the 
deceaſed, took poſſeſſion of his fortune, in defect 
1 of claim being made by any nearer relation. wy 
„ In the mean time Birch made diligent enquiry b 


1 alter the relations of Sir Andrew, and at leugth 
found 
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cher one of them who lived in Ireland; had 
better title to the eſtate than the perſon who was 
then i in poſfeſfon of 'it; With a view to make a 
private advantage, Birch made known his diſcovery 
to Matthew Martin, the other ſubject of this melan- 
choly narrative. Martin was a watch-maker by pro- 
feſſion; and in eaſy-circumſtances.* He advanced a 
ſum of money to enable Birch to go to Ireland, and 
find out the right heir to rhe eftare. 

Birch ſet out on this expedition; and havin 
found more than one claimant, he returned to 
London, and made a-new will in the name of the 
deceaſed, conveying the. fortune to the Iriſh rela- 
tions. This being done, Bireh and Martin ſubmit- 
ted the forged will to the inſpection of an attorney; 
and it was a to commence an action for reco- 


very, againſt the gentleman who was in Poſſeſfion of 
the eſtate. 

It appeared, that the preſumprive will had been 
dated in the year 1764 but ſome draughrs of wills 
made fince that time by Sir Andrew Chadwick be- 
ing found among the papers of the deceaſed, a ſuſ- 
picion aroſe that a forgery had been committed in 
the buſineſs; on which Birch and Martin were taken 
into cuſtody, and carried to Sir John Fielding“ 
office, where Birch's behaviour was plaufibte in a 
very high degree; and he gave fuch/anaccount of 
his becoming poſſeſſed of the will, as would have 

fatisfied perſons not aware of tbe knavery of man- 
kind. Several perſons attended at the office, ready 
to bail Birch and Martin; but the magiſtrate re- 
fuſed to accept of any ball, and committed che pri- 
Toners to Newgate. h 

In the interim between the commitment and the 
trial, one of the moſt extraordinary circumſtances 
happened that Was Ever recorded 1 in a work of this 


nature. 


55 


K 


mature, A SO? Fo who: li ved at Maidſtone, ; 
being in ton on his private buſineſs,. fell int 
company with the attorney who was employed to 
carry on the proſecution ; and .the.. converſation” 
happening to turn on the circumſtatices af, the 
preſumed forgery, he begged to have a fight. of 
the will, which at this time being in the bands of 
Sir John Fielding, the attorney took him to the 
office of that magiſtrate, where the will was. pre- 
ſented to him; and no ſooner had he taken a view 
of it, than he declared, that ia the year 1768, he 
had made the paper on which that very will was 
I The trial of the priſoners \ was brought on at the 
enſuing ſeſſion of gaol delivery at the Old Bailey. 
The paper - maker above mentioned was an evidence, 
and the moſt material one, on the trial; for he 
proved, that the paper had a mark upon it, which 
he himſelf invented in the year 1798, and he po- 
ſitively ſwore, that the paper was of his own ma- 
nufacture. 

Though there were ſeveral collateral; proofs of 

the fact, yet they would not have been of ſoffcient 
weight to convict the priſoners, but for this poſi- 
tive evidence of the paper-maker. Birch croſs- 
examined the witneſſes in ſuch a manner as proved 
that he was a man of ſubtlety and addreſs; but, 
notwithſtanding all his artifices, both the priſoners 
were found guilty, after a trial which continued 
thirteen hours. 

The council for the convicts ES an arreſt of 
judgment on the laſt day of the ſeſſions, founded 
on a point of law vreſamed to have ariſen in their 

favour. No objection being made to this motion, 
the ſentence was poſtponed till the final opinion 
of the learned judges had been taken on hes ik 


U * J 
ee was learnedly argued before the Judges 


Cine of whom were pteſent) ar Serjearits'-inn-" 
hall, in Michaelmas term, 1771 ; when the reve- 


rend bench, was unanimous in opinion, that the 
conviets were guilty of the'crime alledged againſt 
them ;- in confequence of which e were con- 
demned to die. 

After ſentence of death was paſſed ” n 
they behaved with a decent and detour relgnation 
to cheir fate; for not entertaining the leaſt hop! 
of that pardon which could not reaſonably be ex- 


petted, 8529 made every preparation for the awful 
change that was to await them. 

On "thi day of execution they were fervent! i in 
their devotions at rhe fatal tree; and, after the 
cuſtomary ceremonies on ſuch ſolemn occafions, 
they were turned off, and after hanging the uſual 
time, their bodies were delivered n, frienlls, 
in order to be buried. ' 


Theſe unhappy men Tiffered ar Ty bud on the 
2d of, January, | > So 
The intervention of Providence in che desde 
of gel is moſt ſtrongly exhibited in the cafe of 
theſe malefactors. Who could have conceived that 
the diſcovery of forgery ſh&olkd have atiſen from 4 
circumſtance ſo apparently triſſing as the writing a 
preſumptive. will on one ſheet of paper rather than 
on another ?— Vet ſo it Happened. Little did che 
forgerer think, when he purchaſed the ſheet of 
paper, that i it was ro be the. immediate inſtrumant 
of his own deſtruction! . 
We have had many opportunities, in the eurſe 
of this work, of remarking on the horrid: hard 2 
and dangerous conſequences, of forgery 
thing bes equalled the particularity + of th Go * of 
Birch and Martin, and perhaps fuch an inſtanet 
* may 
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| again for an” 3 et Mite! 
aught ro. afford a leflan of the 80 bn, £4. 
de guilty of a crime which leads jo fuch certaur | 
and abſolute deſtruction. 
Oe would think common conſiderations 
neſty might prevent the commiſſion of an a& fo 
_ detrimental to the commercial world; and yet for- 
geries are generally committed by perſons. in 
Fade. What would the tradeſman, who is daring 
enough to take up the pen to forge a. bill, think 
of another who ſhould take ſuch a liberty with 
himſelf ? He would. be ready to execrate him as a 
villain. This conſideration — to be allowed to 
have its due influence. Do unto others as you 
« -woald they ſhould do unto you” is a precept 
divine authority, and ought to be of perpetual 


bo the affair of the 1 in « queſtion, their 
council ſtarted an jection, which fe their caſe 
tothe conſideration 5 judges. Very few caſes 
have we known where the opinions of the judges 
4 red from thoſe. of the juries of this country. 
In fad, the j D 2 to the conſtruction of 
our-laws, and in the eye. of reaſon, are the true 
judges of che fad, the effential declarers of the 
pulſe or ingacence of the party accuſed. 19255 = 
Notwithſtanding this, we ought to think our · 
| ſelves happy in the tender exertion. of our legiſla· 
tive power. When one jury has found à man guil- 
ty, the flighteſt error, real or accidental, will en- 
title his =. > to the — — of a ſecond, that of 
me venerable bench of judges, who cannot be ſup- 
| to be biaſſed by any intereſt, to be influenced 
F any conſideration, to give their opinions in fa- 


s wur of either Ai contrary” to the ane 
3 laws of the ng. 
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in the moſt ; 


were diſtin 


[ 33 ] 
Upon the 2 we have a claim to nina; in 


the protection afforded us by the laws; and thoſe 


who wilfully tranſgreſs . ought to be puniſhed 
manner. 


1 
* ' * — 
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A fall and particular Account of the Caſe of 


| RovzrT Powter, who was hanged for Forgery ; 


with ſuch Reflections as naturally ariſe from the 
Subject, | 


HIS unhappy victim to the violated laws of 


his en a native of Merioneth, in 


s parents were poor people; but 
guiſhed by the honeſty and regularity 


"A Wales. 


of their conduct. They educated him as well as 
their circumſtances would 


permit them, and then 
ſent him to London, in the hope that he might be 
able to advance himſelf in life. 


Powel had not been long in toun before he ob- 


rained the place of a ſhopman, in the ſervice of a 


tradeſman of reputation. In this ſtation his * 
haviout was fo unexceptionable, and there was ſo 


much of gracefulneſs in his perſon and manger; 
that his maſter ſoon raiſed his wages, and ſought 


every opportunity of promoting his intereſt : in- 
deed every perſon in the family was pleaſed with 


the decorum that appeared in all his behaviour; 
Which was laid down is a rule of conduct that ought 
to be obſerved and copied by the other ſervants. 


By an even and ſteady courſe of frugality Powel 


sed money enough to embark in bufineſs for 
dimſelf; . on che death of * ln, he 
Vor. V. = |. Gurted 
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India Stock. Powel being apprized of this, and 
knowing that Stock bore a very high price at that 


concerned in the brokery 


0 4 1 
Surted the ſiſter of Mr. Taylor Barrow, who held 


a place of ſome importance in the cuſtom-houſe. 
Mr. Barrow, exclufive of his place, carried on a 


conſiderable buſineſs; and Mr. Powel, having en- 
gaged jn' trade, was as ſucceſsful as the moſt ſan- 


_ guine of his friends could have wiſhed him to be; 


and, in genera}, was looked upon to be a * man 
in a thriving. way of buſineſs. 

In fact, he was ſoon in very flouriſhing circum- 
ſtances, and his ſucceſs induced him, cofftrary to 
the advice of his friends, to take a large farm a 
few miles from the metropolis ; which took up 
more of his time and attention, than it can be pre- 


ſumed a tradefman could ſpare from his buſineſs ; 
ſo that the wonder will be leſs that ruin ſhould | 


enſue. 

_ Having involved bimſelf by undertaking too 

many concerns, he was reduced in circumſtances, 

and determined on the commiſſion of that forgery 

which coſt him his life. \ | 
His brother-in-law, Mr. Taylor Barrow, was 

poſſeſſed of very confiderable property in the Eaſt- 


time, forged his name to an order for the. ſelling 


out four hundred pounds. 


This being — he went to a eollee-hobſe; and 
enquired for a broker. The maſter of the houſe 


recommended him to a Mr. Portis, who was largely 
buſineſs. Mr. Portis, 


being ſent for, attended Powel to the Eaſt-India 


houſe in Leadenhall- ſtreet, where the latter decla- 
red that he was Taylor Barrow, the proprietor of. 1 


the Stock, which he transferred by imitating rhe 


aud of his brother-in-law with ſo much art, chat 
no — aroſe of the _ | 


On 
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On the day the ſtock was transferred Portis fold 


it to a third perſon, and giving 
Powel, he immediately quitted his family, and went 
into Wales on a viſit to his relations. 

It was not long before a diſcovery was made f 
the forgery, and a large reward was offered for 
the 2 of Powel; but Portis being totally 
unacquainted with his name, and none of his friends 
or relations conceiving that he could have been 


concerned in ſuch a tranſaction, no ſuſpicion of his 


guilt aroſe for a conſiderable time. 

In the mean time, Portis exerted his utmoſt 
diligence to diſcover the offender; but all his en- 
deavours proved fruitleſs, till a circumſtance merely 
accidental occaſioned his apprehenſion. Powel 
continued in Wales till he preſumed the affair was 
forgotten in London, where he was received in the 
molt affectionate manner by his relations, who had 
no idea of what had paſſed; for if they had, they 
would undoubredly have adviſed him to conſult his 
ſafety in flight. 

Powel now lived on Dowgate-hill ; and about'a 
month after his return to London, he went. to 
Cheapſide on buſineſs, and after that to Lombard- 
ſtreet, when Mr. Portis met him near the Poſt- 
office. 

Powel happened at this time to be dreſſed in the 
ſame cloaths that he wore when the forgery was 
committed ; and Mr. Portis immediately recollected 
his perſon, but was unwilling to take him into 
cuſtody till he was fully convinced that he was not 
miſtaken in the man. Powe], obſerving that Pörtis 
regarded him with ſome atrention, turned his face 


aſide, from a conſciouſneſs of guilt, and to prevent 
the other from having a full knowledge of him. 
F 2 


Mr. 


the produce to 


go with him, the latter complied wit 


ſeſſions at the Old Bailey. 
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Mr. Portis paſſed him, - but immediately "RY 


baek, and took a eon, and afterwards a third 


view of him; when no doubt remaining in bis 
mind that he was the real offendet, he took him by 
the arm, and begged him to accompany kim to the 
coffee: houſe, where they had firſt met. Powel 


pretended not to have any knowledge of the other 
party; but Portis reſolutely inſiſting that be ſhould 


h as much 


grace as he could, to prevent any diſturbance hap- 
pening in the ſtreet. | 


They no ſooner got to the coffee-houſe than the 
maſter and one of the waiters, at the deſire of Por- 
tis, paid an attentive regard to Powel, and aver- 
ed that he was the man who had aſked for the 
broker to ſell the ſtock. 

On this the priſoner was taken before the fitting 
alderman at Guildhall, and his perſon being poſi- 
tively ſworn to, the magiſtraze committed him 1 
Newgate, in order to his being tried at the rex 


When the trial came on, the culprit produced 4 
number of people to prove that he was in the 
country at the time the robbery was committed ; 
but the jury, not being ſatisfied with their teſtimony, 
brought in their verdict that he was guilty. 


When he was taken to the bar to receive ſen- 


| tence of death, his council moved, that the judg- 


ment might be poſtponed, © on account of "Cos 
„ informalities in the record ;* and the court, 
ever attentive to the laws of humanity, acceded tg 
the motion. | 
The conſequence was, thet in Michaelmas term, 
1771, the caſe was learnedly argued before the 
judges, who were unanimouſly of opinion, that 


Powel had been guilty of the forgery ; whereupon 


ſentence 


2 WW. 


av 


| ſentence Was paſſed that he ſhould wales ah 
J 


proved him properly affected by his ſituation. He 


the uſual time, it was delivered to his friends for 
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judgment awarded by law. 


After Seems, his hehaviou was bighl ö 
proper for.a man in his. unhappy ſituation. He 
was earneſt and regular in his devotions, made e- 


very proper preparation for death, and reſigned to 


his fate with the compoſure that became a chriſtian, 


who placed hs hopes on a better world than that, 


to a longer reſidence in which he had forfeited- his 


| title. 


He was indulged with a mourning coach to the 
place of execution, where his conduct was ſuch as 


appeared ſincere and ardent in his devotions; and 
after he was turned off, and his body had hung 


interment. 


Robert 9 73 ſuffered at Tyburn on the 2d of 
Janvary, 27 

e 2 Gf this offender we ſee the almoſt ab- 
ſolute impoſſibility of concealing a guilty tranſacti-„ 
on. His name was unknown to Portis ; his crime 
was a ſecret even from his relations; and he re- 
mained in Wales till he thought the affair was for- 
got ; yet he had been but a ſhort time in London 
before he found himſelf in Newgate, for the com- 
miſſion of that very crime which he flattered bim- 
ſelf had been effectually concealed; and an igno- 
minious death followed. 
Myſterious are the ways of Nor and paſt 
Snding out. Who that reads this ſtory will ſeru- 
ple to admire that divine wiſdom and Juſtice which 
cannot be comprehended ? ' | 
If Powel could have been contented with his f. 
tuation, he might have lived in credit and reputati- 


on. The keeping of "Eres near London has been 
| the 
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. fo. oue branch of buſinęſz is generally 


more profit than the embarking i 10 a varſery of, - 


Neger es bf tlic many itrocious Villains 
Hed by James BolLAnp, who, after a long 


Gamer of Vickedneſs, in which he experienced 
10 2 Variety of Changes of Fortune, was executed 
| © for forging a an Lernt upon a e 


— 


1 Nets? oe K | 
HE fithei of this malefadet was a butcher, 
and be brought his ſon up to the ſame bus 

eis. Fhe youth gave early proofs of a profi- 
gate turn of mind, and conftantly aſſociated with 
_ Koran people of both ſexes. 
The term of his ſer vitude bein og expe d, Bol 
| pened a*Hvp in the borough Se ag 
- bis buſineſs affortied hin! a r favourable4 profpect 
of ſuceeſs; but through his irregularitz And ex- 


Wrägance his tratle gradually declined d to free 


Mee 
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v5 5x5 from fome Suden chat His miſcon- - 


.. By 


ad procuced, he ſold his effects. 
Bolin fs favourite affociates for bine years had 
2 3 — oY Pailiff 's followers, thief-takers, and 
"the ru the different pfifons : : and the natu- 
ral cruelty of bis diſpofition being encouraged by 
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* : praiſed wp AbrEs BorLAup; who, after a long 

© Carger of Vickednefs, in which he RT - 

2 Variety of Changes of Fortune, was executed 
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ſolved to gain a maintenange by preying upan. the 
diſtreſſes of his fellow- creatures. 
| Having procured himſelf to be appointed one of 
the officers to the Meriff of the county of Surry, 


he hired a houſe at the Hottom of Falcon: cou t, 
facing St. George's church, Southwark; and, hav». . +, 
ing fitted it up in the manner of a priſon, it was 
ſoon inhabited by a riumber of unfortunate per- 


The people he arreſted who were in indigent 
circumſtances he took to gaol as ſoon as the law 
would permit; but ſuch as were in a different ſitu- 


ation were entertained at his houſe till all their mo - 


ney was ſpent, or they infiſted upon going to pri- 
. fon, to avoid further impoſition, or till the writy 
by which they were getained became returnable, 
Th 


e money he extorted from his gueſts by divers 
ſtratagems was ſo conſiderable, that he held the 


fees uſually paid at lock-up houſes as almoſt be- 


neath his regard, and frequently diſtributed them 


among his followers and other ſervants. 
Bolland was continually endeavouring to encour- 
age card-playing in his houſe, and when his un- 
fortunate gueſts had recourſe to that diverſion, for 
employing the tedious moments of confinement, he 
ſeldom failed to join in the game; and though he 


ſuffered no opportunity of cheating them, even ja 


the moſt palpable manner, to eſcape him, they were 
obliged to ſubmit to the inſult and impoſition; for 
if they ventured to expoſtulate on the unfairnels of 
his proceedings, it was his cuſtom to diſcharge a 


volley of blaſphemous oaths, and to threaten that 
he would inſtantly take them to gaol, for dating 


to affront him in his own houſeet e. 
2 » is © o ei Jj 25 .& 
- Some of his priſoners hoping their affgirs would 
be ſpeedily compromiſed,” and others who were 
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not ſo happy as to entertain ſuch farourable expec· 
_ rations, wiſhing to remain as long as poſſible with- 
out the walls of a priſon; the inſolence of the ty- 
rant was frequently ſubmitted to by men, who, 
had not their ſpirits been depreſſed by the weight 
of misfortunes, would have Aiſcained to be made 
"the dupes of fuch atrocious and palpable villainy. 
Though the emoluments ariſing from the infa- 
mous practices of Bolland were very conſiderable, 
they were not equal to the expences of his profli- 
te courſe of life. His wine-merchant and many 
other perſons having demands upon him that he 
was unable to diſcharge, he procured a perſon 
to ſue out a commiſſion of bankruptcy againſt him; 
but before the commiſſion took place he ſecreted 
his moſt valuable effects; and he farther defrauded 
his creditors, by giving notes and other ſecurities 
to a number of people who had received no valua- 
ble conſiderations from him; and by means of theſe 
nominal creditors he obtained his certificate in a 
ver ſhort time. . 
mong a great number of frauds -commjirted 
© while he lived in the Borough was, the following: 
' he went into Oxfordſhire, and there purchaſed a 
" ſtring of horſes. Having paid for them, he, ex- 
' prefſed a defire of having a mare, which the own- 
er poſitively refuſed to ſell. However, the follow- 
ing morning Bolland took away the horſes he had 
bought, and with them the mare, wholly unknown 
to the perſon whole property ſhe was, _ The own- 
er of the mare intended to proſecute, Bolland, for 
the felony ; but he was difluaded from, that mea» 
: ſure, and advided to draw a bill upon him for the 8 
value of the beaſt. Bolland accept Nd the bill, but 
be became a n _ the dime of Payment 
arrived. _ 
The 
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infamous praftices of Bolland had now, ren- 
his character ſo notorions, that che attornies 
imagined that, if they contivued to employ him, they 
" ſhould be reflected upon for Seen ſo aban- 

eavy com- 


9 


dered 


doned a yillain; and fuch repeated and 

plaints were made againſt him, that his bufinefs ra- 
pidly deelined : but, inſtead of endeavouring to ob- 
I rain better fucceſs by an amendment of his condu®, 


e he ſeized every opportunity of praftifing extortion 
i and defraud with greater rapacity, and became a 


y ſtill more abominable peſt to ſociety. .. 
| He r&folved to move from Surry into the county 
of Middleſex, where he expected more frequent op- 
 portunities would occur for gratifying bis avarici- 
ous and oppreffive * "Notwithſtanding 
the infamy that was juſtly annexed to the character 
of this ccomplithel ' villain, he procured perſons 
to become his bondſmen, and made intereſt to be 
rag one of the officers to the ſheriff of Mid- 
alex, Ii PO: PNAS 


:4 He opened a unging-bqule in the Savoy ; but 
| it was ſome time before he had a proſpect of fac- 
| ceſs. He induftrioully ſought every "opportunity 
oe joinipg in converſation with attarnies, and” by 
an artful inſinuating conduct at length 0 

| himſelf into the favour of ſeveral of chat 1 91 | 
who were not very 1 5 for My [he 
ment or integrity; and his buſineſs gradually in- 

Bolland was an almoſt daily frequenter of places 
where billiards and other games were prattifed ; 
and at one of theſe meetings he fell into company 
with a genrleman, who employed him to arreft the 
captain of a ſhip in the Eaſt lndia ſervice for a debt 

of three hundred pounds, pe g him a hand- 
ſome compliment on conte his recoveridg 
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and coſts. In a ſhort time the. captain proceeded 


. 
9 > 


8 3 5 che mone «takin the priſoner into cuſtod — 
Dona red his employer that he would uſe his 


utmoſt endeavours to ſerve the writ the next day. 


The following morning the gentleman ſet out for 
Bolland ar- 


the country, and in the cdurſe of the day Boll: 
reſted the captain, who immediately paid the. debt 


on His voyage; and the gentleman at whoſe fuir 
| he had been arreſted coming to London ſoon after- 
© wards, Bolland waited upon him, and ſaid that, 
though he had made uſe of every ſtratagem he 
could peſfibly deviſe, the captain had eluded all 
his art, .and got to ſea; and, in order to enhance 
the promiſed gratuity, he pretended that his extra- 


| ordinary vigilance to ſerve the writ had mvolved . 


him in much trouble and ſome 


expence, for the 


truth of which he appealed to his followers, who 


readily ſupported all the falſities advanced by 
their wicked employer: and the gentleman being 
thus deceived, he made Bolland a handſome pre- 
| ſent. | | 7 ; 


Upon the return of the ſhip from the Eaſt In- 


dies, another writ was taken out; but Bolland be- 
ing gone to a horſe-race, it was given to another of- 
; ficer. The bailiff went to Blackwall, and preſent- 


- three hundred pounds, or go with him to. a place 
_ of ſecurity : but the captain ſhewing the officer 

Bofland's receipt for the money, he returned to 
tom, and informed his employer that the debt was 


A uit at law was now inſtituted againſt Bolland 


for the recovery of the three hundred pounds. Juſ- 


_ tice was ſo indiſputably clear on the fide of the 
plaintif, that Bolland knew he mult inevitably 2 


— 
* 


1 finding the captain, faid he muſt either pay the 


diſcharged previous to the captain's ſailing for In- 


3 yet, at a TY 


; bondimen ' for his companion, who was 
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_ tainment would be ſach as would 
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rable 


ence, he protracted a judicial dien 
of the caſe, imagining his adverſary would ed 
his claim, rather than purſue him through "all 
delays and chicanery of the law. 
Tt he cauſe at length was brought to a heady 
and judgement being pronounced in favour of 
plaintiff, Bolland, berng ſurrendered by his bail, 
was taken in execution. He was conducted to a 
lock- up houſe, where he remained ſome time, and 
then moved himſelf by Habeas Corpus to the Fleet 
priſon, from which place he was releaſed nn 
of an act of inſolvency. 
Bolland, and a perſon with whom be had con- 
tracted an intance in the r 
nearly at the ſame time; and the latter ſoon after 


went into . bufinefs, and found means to 13 
ap- 


— 


pointed an officer to the ſheriff of Middleſex. 
Bolland now hired a large houſe in Great © Shire 
lane, hear Temple-bar, bur, that the outward ap- 
pearance might not convey an intimation of the ſe- 
vere and tyrannical treatment that was to be exer- 
ciſed within, the windows were not, according to 
the general cuſtom at ſpunging houſes, ſeeured witly 
ron bars. 

When priſoners came into che houſe, hojnformed 
chem that it was his cuſtom to charge ſix ſhillings per 
day for board and lodgings; adding, that the enter- 
univerſal 
ſatisfaction, and that all trouble and diſa uts 
concerning Teckonings would be avoided: - and ſuch 
as refuſed to comply vit — =o AE terms | 
were inſtantly conducted to " "28 of 
When Bolland's prifoners a 


. Cemore to the Kings __ or ore he wed eve- 
| 2 -W: -. 


| | kr 4 1 1 N 
anibec.be could ſuggeſt far, detaining 
, till they had r the means tem ty 
ſupplying his extravagant avarice ; but when their 
money was. expended, no entreaties could prevail 
vpon the mercileſs villain to give them Eh for 
the moſt trifling article, or to ſuffer them to conti- 
nue another hour in his houſe. His common ex- 
cuſe for his rapacious and brutal conduct was, that 
he incurred very conſiderable expence by ſupporting 
4 houſe for accommodating gentlemen, and ſuch as 
wiſhed to be treated coins with that character 
muſt pay accordingly. 
Notwithſtanding the public infamy of Bolland's 
character, he — perhaps more than double 
the buſmeſs of any man of the 12 * 


Not ſatisfied — 58 the great emoluments he de- 
850 from cruelly oppreſfing. his unhappy priſo- 
ners, he had recourſe to practices which, though 
not leſs iniquitous in themſelves, were more calcu- 
lated do bring him under the of the law. 
He defrauded. a great number of tradeſmen of pro- 
perty to a conſiderable amount; and among them 
Was an upholſterer, of whom he obtained: houſe- 
hold furniture to the value of two hundred pounds, 
under-falſe-pretences. -- 

- Though Bolland was a married man, he was vio- 
1— addlicted to the company of abandoned wo- 
6,088 when. bis wife exp — Se) on the im- 
proprce his illicit connexions, he applied to 
| ha, wot 


22 epithets, accompanied 
with vollies of profane oaths, and frequently beat, 
her in a barbarous manner. 

His -converſatiog. proved the. vulgarity. of his 
* breeding, and his . behaviour marked him AS 
a worthleſs and deteſtable character. Theſe di 
Na circumſtances however Sa no. 1 
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diment to his being received on terms of familiar». 


ty by ſeveral women who were in the keeping of; 
a of diſtinction. But this will be no 2 
ſurpriſing, when it is conſidered that n 
a ſufficient recommendation to the favour of. os 
abandoned part of the ſex who ſubſiſt on the wages 
of proſtitution. * 
5 Bolland frequently ** debtors i into cuſtody who 
had ſought. ſhelter within the verge of the board 
of Green- cloth; and for an offence * this kind he 
was once called before the board, and ordered to 
pay the ſum for which he had legally detained, 
the complaining p 
Bolland was connected with two men of infa- 
mous characters; ove of whom was chiefly employ- 
ed in diſcovering perſons on whom — of yil- | 
lainy might be praftiſed with the moſt ſucceſs; and 
the other was un att by whoſe aſſiſtancęe Bol- 
land was frequently — from embarraſſments. 
and enabled to execute his villainous projects in 


ſuch a manner as to evade the puniſhment. of * 


law. 


Bolland and his two aſſociates — 
got pofleſſion of a bill for thirty . 
— The 


deen ſtolen out of a — 8 | 
was preſented for payment, Which — ſ— 9 
party on whom it was drawn alledging that it bad 

been ſtolen. Hereupon the attorney wrote to the 
gentleman, that an arreſt would follow unleſs the 
bill was immediately diſcharged. The anſwer ;fig- 
nified that, if | an arreſt was reſolved upon, the writ. 


mi ght be left with an aten in * 
= would put in bail. 


Mornfied and lifappointes by the ſpirited - —Y 
pulſe they had received, and deſpairing- 


sg cat for the bill by — wn 3 


of ob- | 
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e to arreſt the gentleman, and take him * 
 Bolland's houſe, where they ſuppoſed they could 
fail-of extorting ſome money from him. 
A meſſenger was di iſpatched to defire the gen- 
tleman's company at the King's-bead-tavern in 
Bridges. ſtreet. He attended according to the ap- 

pointment, and was arreſted by Bolland; who, 
pretencing to be deſirous of — with all poſſi- 
ble lenity, told the gentleman that he would waive 
dis power of taking him to a place of confine- 

ment; leſt his reputation ſhould be injured, on con- 
dition that he would give him proper ſecurity, 
Hereupon the gentleman depoſited thirty pounds 
in Bolland's hands; but the note was {till detained 
with a view of gaining further advantage. 
The leman communicated all the circum- 
ſtances that had come to his knowledge to his at- 
torney, 'who moved the court of King's-bench for 
2 rule. Bolland and his accomplices, however, 
detetmined ſtill to conteſt the matter, though they 
were donſcidus that the cauſe muſt be decided in 
favor of their adverſary. | 

When priſonert came into Bolland's houſe, be 
inimediately-employed/ his followers to make parti- 
cCular enquiries into the Rate of their pecuniary” af- 
fairs, und the extent of their connexions ; and ac- 
cording to the information he received, he ſuggeſted 
you for deceiving his unhappy gueſts. en 
-gentieman whoſe imprudeneies had 

R * upon him the diſpleaſure of his friends, was 
arreſted at the ſuir of his th taylor, and confined in 
Bolland's houſe. His money being ſoon expended, 
and deſpairing of being able to effect a compromiſe 
wich his: creditor, he expreſſed a deſire of being 
WW movedtothe King's-bench or the Fleet. Bolland 
IF | informed him Hur: he muſt be taken to Newgate, 
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Bolland, 


t 1 1 | 
ol for the county YO 
could not be 2 to either of — other priſoks 
but by means of a writ of Habeas C The 
young gentleman was greatly alarmed at the idea 
of being oonfined in Newgate, which he ſuppoſed 
to be a place for the reception only of felons. 
percerving his anxiety, adviſed him to re- 
eall his refolution, ' faying that if he would follow 
his directions a method might ſtill be adopted for 
relieving him from all his difficulties. . Anxious to 
recover his liberty, the youth ſaid, if Bolland would 
ſignify the means by which ſo defirable a purpoſe 
was to be obtained, he would gladly embrace the 
propoſal, and ever confider him as his moſt gene- 
rous benefactor. Hereupon Bolland informed him 
that he would immediately procure bail, and then 
recommend him to different tradeſmen of whom he 
might obtain a chariot and horſes, houfehold fur- 
niture, and other effects, on credit ; adding that he 
would find no difficulty in obtaining a > Sow by 
marriage, before he would be called upon for the 
diſcharge of his debts. 

The young man being releaſed on the bail of 
two of Bolland's accomplices, a chariot was procur - 
ed, and a houſe hired and furniſhed in a ſuperb 
manner, and one of Bolland's followers aſſumed 
the character of a footman, from the double ma- 
tive of aſſiſting in the ſcheme of villainy, and re- 


porting to his principal all the particulars of the 
conduct of the imprudent young man. 


Reports were induſtriouſly propagated that the 

youth was heir to an immenſe fortune ; and, by a 
variety of ſtratagems, effects to a conſiderable a> 
mount were — from different tradeſmen, 
* part of which were depoſited in Bolland's 


7 | douſe, 


0 


K 1 
-houſe, dy-way of ſecurity to him For the bail he 
bad procured. 
Payment for the furniture and * effects being 
demanded, the creditors were for ſome time amuſed 
by a variery of plaufible pretences: bur at length 
— became exceedingly importunate for their mo- 
y ; and Bolland, now concluding that the young 
— could no longer be made ſubſervient to his 
villainous ſtratagems, ſurrendered him in diſcharge 
of his bail, and cauſed him to be conveyed to 
Newgate. 
| The perfons whom he had been ſeduced to de- 
fraud were no ſooner acquainted with the impriſon- 
ment of the young adventurer than they lodged de- 
tainers againſt him. His unfortunate connexions 
having greatly exaſperated his relations and friends, 
they refuſed to afford him any kind of aſſiſtance, 
and his ſituation became truly deplorable. His 
preſent diſtreſs, and the upbraidings of conſcience - 
for the impropriety of his conduct, overwhelmed 
4 hw with affliction, which ſoon put a period to his 
e. 
Bolland's character was now become ſo notorious, 
that he judged it prudent to alter his mode of pro- 
ceeding for ſome > z and therefore he had re- 
courſe to the following practices. 
In confideration of being : handſomely gratified, 
he provided bail for perſons who were under arreſt; 
and, when he knew that the perſons whom he him- 
ſelf arreſted were not in deſperate circumſtances, 
de frequently releaſed them, after exacting money 
from them, and the promiſe to ſurrender it they 
could not compromiſe matters with their creditors. 
He applied to theſe people to become bail for o- 
-thers, who paid him in proportion to the ſums for 
which they were arreſted ; and, circymſtanced as 
5 they 


Ae . 49. . 


they were, it was ſeldom that Fo met a refakal.; 
for, upon their making the leaſt heſitation, be 
_ . threatened to take them into cuſtody. and _ i 
them inſtantly to priſon. 
He provided genteel apparel for Jews and other 
men in deſperate circumſtances, and ericouraged 
them to commit purjury, by bribing them to ſwear 
themſelves houſe · keepers and men of property, in 
order nay their bail might be admitted. 
Having ſupplied two men-of moſt profligate * 
racters with genteel cloaths, they attended him to 
Weſtminſter hall, and there juſtified bail for ſums 
to, a conſiderable amount, thaniph they were not 
poſſeſſed of property to the value of twenty ſhil- 
lings. After the buſineſs, theſe three infamous 
afſociates ned to a tavern in Covent-garden; 
N and, while they. were regaling themſelves, ſome of 
Sir John Fielding's officers took the two men who 
had juſtified bail into cuſtody, on a charge of high- 
way 3 They were convicted at the 20 + 
ing ſcfhons at the Old Bailey; and ſoon afterwards 
Bolland, being a ſheriff's officer, attended them to 2 
Tyburn, C — they were hanged in the» apparel .. = 
that he had provided for them. 2. 
A publican in Cecil-ftreet in the Strand; named : 
Wilkinſon, went into Lancaſhire in the year 1768, 
upon a vilit:to. his relations, leaving he care of his 
houſe to a female ſervant. Upon the landlord's re- 
turn, he found that two men had taken poſſeſſion f 
his houſehold goods and ſtock of liquors, under a 
warrant of Liſtreſs. He aſked by what authority | 
they had made a ſeizure of his effects; and the te- 
ply was, that, if he preſumed to diſpute their au- 
thority, they would — out his brains, or Put 
vi, ro 7 in ſome other manner. 
Vol. V _ Wu- 9 
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| Wilkiofon made 2 pplication to juſtico Kyraſion, 
aud made an — that Bolland had no legal 
dlaim upon him. A warrant was granted for the 
| — 4 of Wilkinſon's goods; but before it 
could be put into execution, the greateſt part of 
them had been moved from the premiſes. ' 
The following day Bolland cauſed Wilkinſon to 
be arreſted for Ste hundred and fifty pounds, 
which yas falſely alledged to be 2 0. Wo had 
ſome time before: contrafted. © The unfortunate 
Wilkinſon, being unable to procure bail for ſo, 
conſiderable a 4 moved himſelf to the King's- 
bench. The attorney em by, Wilkinſon was 
an accomplice of Bolfand's; and, under pretence of 
defending him againſt the wachinations of that 
accompliſhed villain, he extorted from him his Jaſt 
thilling ; and after the unhappy man had fuffered 
a long impriſonment, in a moſt deplorable ſtate of 
Poverty, be was reſtored to liberty by virtue of an 
act of inſolvency. | 
In the preceding part of this narrative we have 
mentioned that Bolland formed a connexion” with a 
fellow-priſoner in the Fleet, through whoſe intereſt 
— were procured, when he a ſecond time 
commenced officer to the ſheriff of ' Middleſex, 
Learning ſome time after that this man had apart- 
ments clegantly furniſhed in the neighbourhood of 
Gray's-inn, he falſely ſwore a debt againft him; 
and in conjunction wich one of his accomplices, 
who was a lawyer, ſued out a judgment, and ob- 
tained a warrant of diftreſs for the ſeizure of his 
eſſects, which were conveyed to Bolland's houſe. 
The injured party ppl 1 to the court: of King's- 
bench for redreſs; and attachments were ifſued 
againſt the delinquents; but before they could take 


elects the attorney had * and Boland was 


in 


K 


ja cuſtody 7. 2 5 wich the ca cd ad ke 
which he ſuffered; and therefore no n was to 
de obtained. 

A captain in the navy going avoyogey und * 
leaving, his wife ſufficiently provided with® money; , 
ſhe contrafted a debt to the -amount-6f: thirty 
pounds, for which ſhe gave a note. The note not 
being paid when it became due, the creditor or- 
dered Bolland to ſer ve a writ upon the *unhappy 


ſoner in his houſe, he procured bail for Ber, on 
ber paying him five guineas. 
In a few days ſhe was again taken into cuſtody; . 
Bolland urging, that, upon making enquiry into het 
affairs, the bail deemed themſelves nor ſecure, and 
had ſurrendered her, from motives of prudence: 
Terrified at the ideas of going to priſon, "he paid 
him ten guineas for procuring bail a ſecond time; 
| but he inſiſted on having a bond to confeſs judg- 
ment for the furniture of her houſe, as a colfaterat 
ſecurity. Being ignorant. of the nature of the ſe: 
curity. propoſed, ſhe complied with the terms of- 
fered by the villain, who, on the following day, 


exerts up judgment, and took 3 of her 
effects. 
Upon diſcovering chat ſhe had keen ride dip 0 
to the e e art and villainy of Bolland, this. 
unfortunate woman was driven nearly to diſtracs 
Gy and, while is that ſtate, of mind, ſhe attempted 
et fire to the: houſe, in conſequence of Which 4 
Caren was granted for apprehending her, and the 
was committed: ro Newgate: 

In a' ſhort time the husband returned to Engitti#s 
aud Bolland bribed an infamous woman to Wear 4 
falſe debt againſt him; in conſequence of which'he 


was arreſted, * being in confinement at the tow, 
H 2 | 


woman. After ſhe had remained ſome days a pris 


/ 
4 * 
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of his wife's trial at 'the Old Bailey . ſhe was de- 


tved. of that ' affiltance he mig #4 have afforded 

er. She was convicted, and Bes to ſuffer 

death; but her cauſe being eſpouſed by a number 

of humone perſons, they drew up an authentic ſtate 

of her caſe, which was preſented to the king, who 

Was graciouſly pleaſed to * her an unconditional 
don. 


Bolland formed a connexion with a PO OY 
towards whom a failor, then abroad, entertained a 
ſtrong attachment. Upon the failor's' return, he 
gave three hundred pounds into the care of the 
woman, propoſing at the ſame time to eſpouſe her, 
and —_ he meant to take a public houſe in 
Wapping. The woman communicated the failor's 
Lori to Bolland, and they formed a plan of 
dęfrauding him of his money. By Bolland's di- 
rection ſhe intimated to him that three hundred 
pounds was not a ſum fufficient to carry on the 

e of a publican with a proſpect of ſucceſs, and 
adviſed him to leave the money he had already ac- 
quired to her care, and make another voyage. The 
unſuſpeRing ſeaman complied ; and in a ſhort time 
after he had failed, Bolland got the three hundred 
Pounds into his poſſeſſion and applied it to his 
own uſe. 
Bolland's nien to the woman was for ſome 
time exceedingiy kind; but he at length procured 
a fellow to charge her with a falfe deht ; and 


being taken to priſon, the ſurvived only a ſhort 


time, during which ſhe labqured under the ſevereſt 
afflictions of 


of poverty and diſeaſe. 


The ſailor, having completed bis voyage, no 
ſooner landed in England than he haſtened to 


the houſe where his fires had reſided ; and 
Tong: learnt the * of her eoaduft, vex- 


18 ation 
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v* 1 
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fax 


Rist mind, that the recovery of his rea Was. 2 

long time judged to be doubrful. wk ns 
Bolland being ordered by an attorney, in 

city to ferve'a writ on a colonel in his 


eig 
ſervice for one hundred pounds, he c 


gentleman the next day, and was paid * 
and coſts: but, inſtead of delivering he 

for the plaintifPs uſe, he declared thar 3 = 
ſerved the writ. The attorney, bowever, ſoon 
learning that the debt was diſcharged, commenced 
a ſuit againſt the ſheriffs ; and the perſons who bad 
decome ſureties for Bolland were compelled to p 
the hundred pounds, with full coſts, 


The colonel had neglected to take Bolland's 


ceipt; and of this cireumſtance the · villain a 


mined to avail himſelf. He a ſecond time arreſted 
the gentleman: for a hundred pounds: the action 
was bailed; and a trial enſued, in the courſe of 
which à witneſs ſwore that he was preſent. when 
the colonel paid Bolland a hundred pqunds, and 


coſts, in diſcharge of the writ. Hereupon the j Jury: 
pronounced in favour of the colonel, 


Though Bolland's character was potorians g Y 


throughont the kingdom, he might. perhaps have 


continued his GER much longer, h 


ad not 
many of his moſt infamous practices been expoſec 


in the news-papers, by the perſon whom wWe have 
already mentioned his having contracted; In ac- 
quaintance with in the Fleet, and whoſe 


he 
ſeized in the neighbourhood of Gray inn, under a 


warrant of diſtreſs, obtained by Were to a Halle 8 
debt. 1 


When the ſheriffs were informed, of Bal land's | 
villainy, they were highly exa perargd Fa him. 
and — him fon atlilg a as their officer, 
and 


— 


| r 


| nation to. villainy ſo ſtrong, that his being de- 
' adviſed to act under the Marſhalſea court; but he 
rejected the propoſal, alledging, that a compliance 
would 
moved in fo ſuperior a line of life. 


The place being put up for fale by auction, he 


et; or | 
_ " refaſe@ him the place, and ordered the chamberlain | 
to return the depoſi 


* — 
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and affign id the bailbonds 33 8 by which 
he — 2 he had injured might obtain ſome re- 


$-avarice was ſo exceſſive, 40 his incli- 


prived of the power of following his uſual practices, 
proved the ſource of much uneafineſs. He was 


degrade his character, after having long 


The office of upper city marſhal becoming vacant 


by the deceaſe of Oſmond Cook, Eſquire, Bol- 
End determined to diſpoſe of part of his infa- 


mouſly acquired property in the 1 thereof. 


became the purchaſer for two thouſand four hun- 
dred pounds. Having paid the depoſit money, 


which was todged in the chamberlain's office, he 


atixiouſly waited for the approbation of the 
court of aldermen, which was only wanting to give 
him that power over the citizens which he was pre- 


A letter was addreſſed to the lord Mayor and 
court of aldermen, exhibiting Bolland's character 


determined to abuſe. 


in all its horrid deformity ; and proper enquiries 
being made, the facts appear 


ed to be well found- 
nce of which the court of aldermen 


t money. 
He declared that he would commence. a ſair at 

the court of aldermen for the recovery 
and when the recorder communicated 


| _ 4 U SE ſtrong reaſons that had induced the 


out L him vuqualified for the place of city 
marſhal, | 


BD * 
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marſhal, be behaved i in x manner extremely repre- 
henſible. .' | 
To conteſt the matter with the city 5 he found * 
likely to produce him any a A and one of 
the ſerjeants at mace at that tim "refighi ing His 
office, he formed the reſolution of purchaſing his 
place; which was denied him, though he offered a 
ſam conſiderably above the uſual: price. 
The depofit-money {till remained in the 3 
berlain's office, under an attachment taken out by 
his ſureties, on account of their bail; bonds being 
aſſigned over for the benefit of the perſons who 
had ſuffered through his iniquitous proceedings. 
A man named Jeflon had diſcounted a note for 
Bolland; ſome time after which they caſually met 
at the George and Vulture tavern in Cornhill, hen 
the former defired the note might be redeemed, 
The other ſaid he then happened to be ſhort of 
caſh, but produced a note of hand for an hundred 
pounds, given by Mr. Bradſhaw, offeriag to takg 
up the other note, if Jeſſon wouls take Bradihaws, 
ſecurity, and return the overplus. To this-Jeffon 
agreed; and while he was counting the money 
Bolland endorſed the note; which being obſer: 
by the other, he faid he had no doubt as to the 
reſponſibility of Bradſhaw, but that Bolland's name 
would render the note unnegotiable. Heren " 
Bolland took a knife, and erazed all the letters £ 
his ſurname excepting the firſt, and in their room 
inferted anks ; after w——_ he delivered the note to 
Jeſſon. 


On the following day Jeſſon requeſted A perſong o 


ceived from Bolland; and Cardineaux paid him-fif= 
een pounds ten ſhillings on account, defiring him 
10 call the next day for the balance, 2 a — — 


named Ae to Aileount the note he had res © 
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ay "Cardineaux, Jellva, and 
met at 2 3 in Queen: ſtreet; when Cardi- 
n queſti ne Bolland reſpectiag Banks, the 
. endorſM on the note, he ſald Banki wWus 
KY naller. in ! e._ neighbourhood of Rathbone- 
. An extenſive. and reputable vay of buſi- 
Ref Neiadeaux, ſaying . he was fully ſatisfied, 
- paid Jeſſon the_balance i in his favour'\ in Elke ſmall 

Votes and a draught upon his banker. 

* Gitdincaux, havin occaſion for caſh, carried the 
note to his banker, = diſcounted i it; and-ſoon af- 
ter Bradſhaw was declared a bankrupt. ' Cardineaux 
now applied to Jeflon, defiring ths; as Bradſhaw 
had failed, he would provide money to take up the 
note 'when it became due: Jeſſon had dessuntk to 
Bolland; but he refuſed to take up the note, and 
8 denied that Jeſſon had received it of bim. 

Cardineaux, Jefſon, and Bolland, met at the Edin- 
"Ms h coffee-houſe the next day, when the former 
troduced a converſation reſpecting Bradſhaw's 
bote; in the courſe of which Bolland ſaid, that his 
Endorſement did not appear upon the note, and 

Bat it had not paſſed through his hands. 

is Cardineaux 120 Teflon had mentioned his hav- 
ing altered the endorſement. from Bolland to Banks; 
and Bolland then deſired all diſputes might ſubſide, 


and Promiſed that the BE Soul be diſcharged 
When! it became due. 

” "The note was delivered. to. a "akon i 
_Mortis, "ob ſhewed it to a gentleman of the law, 
and related to him the particulars of Bolland's 
conduct, in conſequence of which a an was 
feſolved 1 F 


©" Balland being apprehended, a' man was ſent, i in 
the name of Banks, do carty the money to Cardi- 
* Heal, . who gave a — for it, telling him that 


the 
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Morris, and would, be detained in. 
8 at the Old Bailey as e again 


The priſoner being brought to trial, Bu 


exerted their utmoſt abilities 10 14: thee be 

not committed forgery ;- hey es 

guiley of the indiftment.. 

had been pronounced agafgf- 15 { Feeorder 
pathatitally exhorted bim t empl oy the. ſhort time 


E lve in eech t e cernny, 7 
deceive himſelf in the expectation o 
5 


Which there who 4 the We . 
would be gran *. 


His 2 in Newgate Was and he. 
was treated with great * U 7 3 


that priſon, Who, upon his co of being! Mr 
ded by the great — at l iron, ore 


— 71 1 


I's 10 


COmmo 


dered it to be changed for one 42 After con 
demnation he was daily attended by the ordinary, 
to whom he af er 7A that he had been guilty. 
of great wickedneſs: but he e to Ex» 
cuſe himſelf on the ſcore of i fing upon the per- 
ſons he arreſted, urging that the ſums 
he conſidered as fees which men of his profeſſion 
— a right to expect in acknowledgment of cike 
ſhewn to priſoners. 

He continued to entertain ſtrong beak of a par- 


don, even till the time of learning that the warrant, 
was iſſued for his execution; but for obtaining 8 


be purſued meaſures exceedingly improper. 

— a paper to be preſented to the king, 

in he falſely repreſented his caſe, and alledged that 

he was innocent of the fact for which he 

demned to ſuſſer death. This falſe ſtare of his caſe 

be 2 in the } NEWS PAPETS 3 and Pracured 
Vor- V. 1 _ 
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* Ger of it to be diſtributed among the 1 mibifters of 
ſtate, repreſentnives i in . and other per- 


ſans of influetice. . 


. Copies of the Aires papers fe Bolland had 


circulated were ſubmitted to the conſideration of 
lord North; and when the recorder made a report 
to his Majeſty of the convias under ſentence: 
of death in N be was very particularly ex- 
amined as to the ate adduced on the trial of 
Bolland; and His anſwers were ſo clear and ſatiſ- 


factory. that Bolland was nnn in the warrznt b 


for execution 
He attended divine ſervice in the aid the 
morning of his execution, and received the facra- 
ment With an appearance of earneſt devotion. He 
was accompanied to the fatal ſpot by a methodiſt 
preacher, and his +behaviour was decent and com- 
poſed. He acknowledged that he had been guilty 
of innumerable fins, but declared. that the fact for 
which he was to die was not committed with a view 
to Uefraud. Obſerving Mr. Wilkinſon (whom he 
had ruined in the manner we have already related) 
among ide crowd, he deſired. he would approach 
the cart, and ed his forgiveneſs, which was 
cordially granted; ſoon aftet which he ſuffered the 
ſentence of the law. 

The body of this malefator. was taken to High- 
gate in à hearſe; and in the evening carried to an 
undertaker's in Prince's-ſtreet, Drury- lane, whence 
it was conveyed to Bunhill-Gelds for interment. 


James Bolland was executed at T * on the 


18th of Mareh, 1772. 

Every generous breaſt will riſe with mn boten 
on the Perus of this narrative. To oppreſs thoſe 
8 e under the * of Her 3 is 


* 


j 


2 


1 


a ſpecies, of villainy of the: moſt enormous kind. 
Bolland was gully oF innumerable crimes for which 

no puniſhment that the law had power to inſlict 
world have been too ſevere ; and ſaffered at length 
for a fact which (though a daring inſult to the law 

was perhaps (according to his dying 2 
not committed with an injurious intention. Hence, 
however, we may learn the danger of violating 
thoſe inſtitutions that are formed for the N 
of individuals, and the good order of ſociety. Be 
it remembered, that ſuch actions as will not bear 
the teſt of conſcience, muſt prove offenſive to that 
Almighty Being, before whoſe dread tribunal we 
muſt all appear, to receive the award that Infinite 
Wiſdam ſhall. apportion to, 99 virtues and de- 
merits. , | 1 
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A fall 4 Accoone * the Life, 3 ; FRY 
ings, Trial, Conviction, and Execution, of Joxa- 
THAN Barraix, who was hanged for Forgery. 


HE.caſe of Britain was ſo extraordinary in 
itſelf, and ſo much the ſubject of public con- 
verſation, chat we ſhall be the more particular in 
laying a full and 3 narrative of it before 
our readers. 

This offender was a native of a village near 
Thirſk, in the county of York. His parents were 
poor people, not able to give him a liberal educa- 
tion : but they ſent him to ſchool for ſome time, 
till he had learned to read and write, and had made 


Himſelf maſter of the common rules of arithmetic ; 


but it was not in their power to advance him far- 
I 2 ther 
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peniity to the acquirement of knoy 
dbt*the aſſiſtance of a maſter, mide à great profi- 
tience in rhe ſciences. of aſtronomy and algebra; 
and. qualified himſelf to teach the mathematics to 
young gentlemen. | 

Having had the misforturie to break his arm 
when a thy. and a weakneſs continuing in it for a 
confiderable time afterwards, his parents ſent him 
to York to an attorney, whom he was to ſerve as 
an errand-boy ; but he had not been long in this 
ſtation before ys maſter diſcovered ſuch uncom- 
mon marks of genius and ability in him, that he 
articled bim as a ror and took him into his office. 

Happy would it have been for Britain, if he 
tould hate been contented in this creditable firua- 
tion; but an impatience of reſtraint induced him 
to leaye a maſter who had behaved to him with ſo 
much civility. 

He had not, however, been long out of place; 
when the maſter of a public academy employed 
him as a teacher of the mathematics, for which his 
own ſtudies had well qualified him; and he was 
promoted to be principal uſher in the ſchool. = 
In this fituarion he was as reſtleſs as in the for- 
mer; and therefore quitted i it, and entered as a 
ſoldier in the tenth regiment of dragoons. As he 
was 2 man of remarkably fine appearance, as his 
behaviour was graceful in a high degree, and his 
accompliſhments greatly ſuperior to the generality 
of thoſe in his rank of life, he was taken great 
notice of by his officers; who paid ſuch attention 
to him as very much flattered his vanity, and in- 
ducing him to rival his fuperiors in point of en- 
Pence, his circumſtances were ſoon greatly reduced, 

1 and 


. 
*® 


141 


his extra 
In theſe reduced circataſtances he colhanitted 4 


rariety of frauds, moſt of them of fo artful cons 


No: ard as to clude all poſſibility of deteftion. He 
had a cuſtom of introducing himſelf into the com- 


and then he would ſo far infinuate himſelf into their 


good opinion, as to take undue advantage ot their s 


anfoſpeRing honeſty. 
The following will ſerve as one proof of this 


diſpoſition. A gentleman named Peachy having 


informed Britain that he had a law- ſuĩt depending, 
the latter told him that he was an a „ and 
under that pretence defrauded him of forty. 
But no _ that he could obtain by his i 


irregularity 


travagance. 


pounds. 
was equal to the ſuppert of his unbounded ex. 


beid- had curſe to the ut of chiune to here 


* 


Soon after this he married the young widow of 


a ſerjeant in the ſame regiment in which he ſerved, 
and deſerting from the army, he repaired with his 


circumſtances of abſolute diſtreſs, he made appli- 


cation to a gentleman who kept an academy in that 
city, deſiring to be employed in teaching the ma- 


gentleman in no want of an 
aſhſtant at that time, but * him for a 


while, in mere pity to his diſtreſſed fituation ; and 


thematics. The 


afterwards recominended him to a gentleman, who 
bad a conſiderable property in the Weſt India 


This was an engagement too flattering to be re- 


* by a perſon in Britain's circumſtanees, and 
- accordingly . embraced it; and articles were 


| drawn up berween him and his intended employer; 
| but. 


* * ""M 
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-, 


lands, as a proper perſon to be overſeer of his 
| plantations, | 


—_— 


pany of perſons who had no ſuſpicion of deceit, N 


wife to Briſtol, where ſoon becoming reduced to 


e Ny "it 62 J | 
bur when theſe articles. were ready to be a1 by 
Hals, his wife prevailed on bim not to put his 
hand to them, the confequence of which was, that 
he loſt his engagement, and the friendſhip of his 
intended employer. 

This very imprudent refuſal reduced him to peat 
diſtreſs; for the maſter of the academy was now 
no longer his friend. Thus ſituated, he - enliſted 
as a ſoldier in two different regiments on the fame 
day, though he was at that very time a deſerter 
from a third: but a gentleman, compaſſionating 
his ſituation, pa:d money to releaſe him from both 
thefe engagements. 

After this he became an uſher to another aca- 
demy in Briſtol; and his next employment was 
that of a land- ſurveyor, at a place called Wrinton, 
in Somerſetſhire. His ſeveral engagements took 
place with rapid ſucceſſion after each other; and 
in his laſt ſituation he might have been exceedingly 
happy, had not an extravagant and reſtleſs diſpo- 
fition defeated all his better proſpe&s.- He could 
not ſettle in any regular employment, for his ex- 
Pences were * more than proportioned to his 

income. | 

Reduced to circumſtances of great diſtreſs, he 
was tempted to the commiſſion: of forgery, a crime 
that ſcarce ever leaves the perpetrator even a chance 
of eſcape. Having forged ſeveral drafts, he paſſed 
them at Briſtol, and then repaired to London, in 
fear of detection. On bis arrival in the — 
he wrote ſeveral letters to the king. intimating that 
he had been concerned in ſetting fire to the dock- 

yard at Portſmouth. 
| No regard being paid to theſe letters to his Ma- 
jedſty, he wrote to 12 Lord Mayor, declaring that 
he was ready to ſurrender himſelf, and make a dif- 
covery 
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covery of his accomplices, on the condition that his 
pardon ſhould be promiſed in an Wenn in 
the London Gazette. To | 
No immediate notice was aiduw of this Jetted, | 
on which this extraordinary man went into Saint 
James's Park, with a piſtol concealed under his 
coat, and copies of ſome threatening letters in his 
pocket ; ; in this manner he followed the King from 
the Queen's palace to St. James 8, not, as it was 
preſumed, with a view to injure his Sovereign, but 
to give an air of plauſibility to the tale which he 
intended to invent reſpecting the fire at * 
mouth. 
At length a pardon to any 3 was ad- 
vertiſed in the Gazette; on which Britain went to 
Reading, to meet his wife, in conſequence of a pre- 
yious agreement; but on the very. evening of his 
arrival in that town he offered ſome: forged drafts 
in payment, the conſequence of . was that he 
was apprehended, and lodged in gaol. 

During his impriſonment at Reading, be wrote a 
number of letters, which he contrived to tranſ- 
mit to diſtant parts of the kingdom; the con- 
tents of which intimated that he ſhould be reſcued, 
and many perſons ve credit to the infinuations 
contained in theſe letters; but the whole turned 
out to be only a ſpecies of fraud and forgery. 
There was ſomething ſo remarkable in Britain's 
proceedings, that the under fecretaries of ſtate 
went'to Reading to examine him ; but they could 
make nothing' of his tale, the whole of which 
ſerved only to convince them that he had no real 
diſcovery to. make : in conſequence of which they 
left him, for the law to decide on his other 


offences. 
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 Difappointed in this ſcheme, Britain had recourſe 
to another, if poſſible more extraordinary. He 
wrote letters, which he cauſed to be inſerted in ſome 
of the news- papers, in which he charged Lord Mans- 
field, and the Earls of Halifax and Faulconbridge, 
together with other perſons of rank, with having 
been bribed by the court of France, to encou- 
rage the ſetting fire to the dock-yard at Portſ- 
« mouth.” 8. 8 ; 
Improbable as this ſtory was, many people gave 
a temporary attention to it, and ſome even affected 
to believe it; but it was too abſurd to obtain cre- 
dit for any conſiderable time. It was a little un- 
lucky for Britain's device, that he charged Lord 
Faulconbridge with being of thę Roman Catholic per- 
ſuaſion, though the contrary was known to be the 


fact. The abſurdity of this. ſtory ſoon cauſed it to 


be treated with the contempt that it deſerved. 
At the next aſſizes for the county of Berks a bill 
of indictment for forgery was preferred againſt 
Britain, but thrown out by the grand jury, on 
what they conſidered as defective evidence; and his 
diſcharge would have enſued of courſe, but that 
three detainers were lodged againſt him, which 
kept him in priſon at Reading till he was removed 
to Briſtol by a writ of Habeas Corpus. 
The keeper of the priſon at Reading having 
ſhewed very few ſigns of lenity towards him, he 


expreſſed himſelf agreeably ſurprized by rhe nyc: 


rior humanity of the maſter of the gaol at Briſtol, 
whoſe kindneſs appeared to have a very viſible ef- 
fe& on the mind of the priſoner. 

Britain was now viſited by numbers of people, 
who from motives of curioſity wiſhed to enquire 
into the validity of the tale he had invented re- 
ſpecting the fire: but they could make no ſatisfac- 
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toty diſcoveries: they ſaw that the whole tale was - & 


a lie; yet they contributed to his immediate ſup- 
port in a manner fo liberal as to do honour to 
their humanity, 


On the commencement of the ſeſſions he was ar- 


raigned on ſeveral indictments for forgery; but be- 
ing put to the bar, he refuſed to plead, and held 
in his hand the Gazette which contained the offer 
of pardon, inſiſting that he had ** given informa- 
tion againſt his accomplices who had let fire to 
« the dock-yard at Portſmouth.” X 


On this he was informed by the recorder that he 25 
could take no notice of the proclamation inſerted 


in the Gazette: but Britain, inſtead of paying at- 


tention to this declaration, threw the Gazette upon 


the table where the clerk ſat, and declared that 
a ſcheme was formed to deprive him of life con- 
trary to the due courſe of law. | 

Hereupon the recorder mentioned a late act of 
parliament, by which he would be deemed guilty, 
if he refuſed to plead to the indictment : bur the 
magiſtrate did not chuſe to proceed on the trial 


without deus in poſſeſſion of the act in queſtion; 


on which a ſpecial meſſenger was ſent to London, 
to procure the act if it could be had in print, or 


Record · office. Sos | 
The meſſenger returning with the a& of parlia- 


again brought to his trial, when he pleaded not 
uilty to the indictment. The recorder would 
— allowed him council, but he refuſed all ſuch 
kind of aſſiſtance, and determined to plead for 
himſelf. He croſs- examined the witneſſes in a man- 
ner that gave ſufficient teſtimony of his abilities; 
but the evidence againſt him was ſuch as: not to 
Vol. V. | ry admit 
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otherwiſe to bring an atteſted copy of it from the 


ment in print at the end of two days, Britain was 


* 


1 66 ] 


admit of a doubt of his guilt; in conſequence of 


which he was capinally convicted and ſemenced to 
ce. 

Before the valling the dreadful ſentence of the 

law, the recorder addreſſed him in the moſt pathe- 
tic terms, informed him that he had no ha to 
expect an interpoſition of the royal mercy, and en- 
treated him to make every poſſible preparation for 
the ignominious fate that awaited him. 
After this unhappy man had received ſentence 
of death, he ſeemed to abandon himſelf to deſpair, 
and was, in all reſpects, in a moſt horrid ſtate of 
mind. A gentleman of Briſtol, being made ac- 
quainted with his very unhappy firuation, wrote a 
letter to him, of which the following 1 is a faithful 
abridgement. 

In the firſt place he repreſented that his own 
anxiety to promote his eternal happineſs gave riſe 
to that lettær, which being dictated by motives of 
the pureſt and moſt diſintereſted regard, he hoped 
that all due attention would be paid to its contents. 
The writer then proceeded in the following man- 
rer: : + You have now paſſed your trial, and every 

« chance for life is over — You are ſentenced to 
« die — to die! O my God how ſoon! In three 
« ſhort weeks you muſt bid adieu to this life, a- 
* mid(t the ſolemnities of a public execution. Then 
* the ſecrets of the invifible world will be made 
* known to you, and you muſt commence an exiſt- 
« ence in everlaſting and inconceivable torments, 
& or eternal glory. — You are ſenſible, Mr. Bri- 
t tain, that there is a God, and that he will ar- 
* raign you at his tribunal for all your fins againſt 
„ him; and that there will be no poſſibility of eſ- 
* caping his wrath, if you depart hence wirhout 
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* obtaining his mercy. Let this one thing en- 
« gage your attention day and night.” | 
After theſe commendable advices and exhortati- 
ons the letter-writer proceeds as follows : — Tou 
have brought upon yourſelf the abhorrence of 
*« your fellow-creatures, and procured a ſcanda- 
** lous death. — You are laden with fetters — in 
* priſon — and left to all the bitterneſs of reflec- 
* tion! — Your crimes are many, and heinous 
„ againſt God and man.—Your poor ſoul is deep- 
* ly wounded with your fins, and your heart, I 
hope, finks within you! Ah poor unhappy Bri- 
* tain! ſee your ſad condition; your ſoul expoſed to 
* endleſs miſery ! What will or can you do?“ 
After this ſolemn and pathetic addreſs, the 
writer repreſented to him the ſuperior. excellency 
of the Chriſtian religion, as it is developed in the 
holy ſcriptures : he adviſed him nq; to flatter Inm- 
ſelf with the hope of that pardon which he had no 
reaſon to expect, and entreated him to apply him- 
ſelf to reading and prayer, and to keep only re- 
ligious company, as the moſt proper methods of 
2 himſelf for the awful ſtate that awaited 
im. 5 
This benevolent writer concluded his letter in 
the following terms: — ** Let me adviſe you to 
keep yourſelf from idle company; be as much 
alone as poſſible; converſe about nothing that 
« does. not concern your better part; — think 
„ how ſhart your time is; conſider the important 
* buſineſs you ſhould be engaged in, and ſet about 
« jt in the fear of God, and with a firm reſolution; 
*« and, as the ſtrongeſt motive to all this, ponder 
« upon eternity, think of its duration! May its 
« miſeries alarm your fears and diligence, and its 
glories excite your deſires.“ — 
8 | The 
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The aecounts tranſmitted to us ſay that Britain 
had been educated in the Roman Catholic perſua- 
ſion: and indeed this appears to have been the fact; 
for, in anſwer to the letter abovementioned, he 

ſent to the writer, informing him, that he would 
bave no concern with any one of his faith: but 
this reſolution did not hold him long; ſince, ſoon 
after diſpatching his meſſenger, he ſent a letter to 
the gentleman, of which the following is a copy. 
Six, —“ Sorry | am to think that I rejected you, 
(God's ſervant) this morning. My ſoul is 
troubled, my ſpirits fail, my conſcience tells me 
6 J have done amiſs. Oh! for Chriſt's ſake, for- 
« give my ſtubbornneſs, forget my naughty anſwer, 
„and come and adminiſter comfort to a poor af- 
« flicted ſoul, whoſe appearance muſt be before 
* the Lord in a ſhort time. My caſe is deſperate ; 
6 my time is ſhort; and my fins are many, many in- 
% deed! The grief and horrors of a poor afflicted 
* ſoul are not eaſily conceived; and every tem- 
„% poral advantage ſeems only to encreaſe my mi- 
* ſery. Your compliance with my requeſt will, I 
s hope, through the bleſſing of God, afford me 
* ſome relief.” 5 

The gentleman had no ſooner received this letter 
than he attended the unhappy man, with a ſincere 
wiſh to afford him all the conſolation in his power. 
Britain received him in a very proper manner, pay- - 
ing all reſpe& to his perſon and function; but ſaid 
he was concerned that he had requeſted his com- 
pany, as he was reſolved, for the ſhort remainder 
of his life, to adhere to the doctrines of the church 
of Rome. The reaſons he alledged for this perſe- 
yerance were, that the Proteſtants were enthuſiaſts, 
- and that no confidence could be placed in the clergy 
of chat church. f ps 
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The benevolent viſitor eaſily comprehended that 
Britain was greatly diſtreſſed in his mind, and uſed 
every argument in bis power to conſole him. He 
begged that he would mention the objections that 
he had to his viſiting him, and hoped he might 
give ſuch anſwers as might be ſatisfactory to the 
unhappy man. 

Britain expreſſed his thanks in a handſome man- 
ner, but begged to decline the propoſed viſits, ſay- 
ing, that he was reſolved to purſue his own ſcheme. 
The vißtor demanding what this ſcheme was, the 
unhapyy man anſwered * morality.” 

A conference now enſued on the ſubject of mo- 
rality, in which the gentleman endeavoured to con- 
vince Britain that his time in this life would be too 
ſhort to form himſelf to the firſt habits of mora- 
lity; and that, if he could do fo, it was impoſſible 
for him to atone for the fins of his paſt life. 
The gentleman further urged the neceſſity of an 
immediate and unfeigned reper tance, without which 
he could not expect the mercy of God. 

He took pains to explain to him the nature of 
the goſpel diſpenſation, and quoted the following 
and other texts for his encouragement. *©* Who- 
cc ſoever cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt 
© out: ;—Seck, and ye ſhall find; aſk, and it ſhall 
*« be given.“ | 
Britain ſeemed to be attentive to theſe pious 1 0 
hortations, but not to be convinced by them. 
particular he ſaid, that when he attempted to * 

e was ſo confuſed in his mind, and felt ſuch re- 
mir of conſcience for the enormities of his paſt 
life, that he knew not how to ſuſtain'the load of 
affliction with which he was oppreſſed. His bene- 
volent friend now told him that he had paid the 

riſit with the moſt diſintereſted wiſh to —_ 
| 2 ap» 
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happineſs, and defired him to think how that 
mow be moſt effectually promoted, and the peace 
of his mind reſtored ; adding, with a generous be- 
nevolence of mind, « 1 would rather ſee you die 
* a good Papiſt than not to be of any religion what- 
never.“ He even went farther than this; he adviſed 
him to ſend for a prieſt, if he thought his own ar- 
guments had no weight. 

This amazed Britain, who had no idea that. a 
Proteſtant could-be influenced by ſuch liberality of 
. Jentiment, and would fain have 1 into ry K 
on the comparative merits of the Proteſtant and 
Popiſh faith; but this the gentleman wiſhed to de- 
"—- obſerving. that the ſhort remains of his life 
. ought to be ſpent in the practice of devotion. 

In anſwer hereto, Britain ſaid that the matter 
was of the higheſt conſequence to him, for he be- 
lieved in the doctrine of purgatory, and in the pro- 
Priety of an invocation to faints; whereas the 
Proteſtants, unreaſonably as he conceived, were 
averſe to both. Britain's words were as follow : : 
4 You will not pray to departed ſaints, and yet 
« you ſolicit the prayers of each other, and you 
* know that you are neither ſo pure or holy as 
e they. Your objections to purgatory are ſtill 
r weaker, for they contradict that paſſage in the 
* holy ſcripture, where the apoſtle Peter eſtab- 
4 liſheth it, iſt Peter, chap. III. ver. 19. I 
t ſhould be glad to know what you have to ſay to 
5 theſe particulars.” 

In reply hereto, the gentleman ens that 
St. Paul, in his epiſtle to Timothy, enjoined us to 
pray for each other, when he directs that“ prayers 
« and ſupplications ſhould'be made for all men; 
c but (ſaid. he) for poor fallen men to afſume 
5 the office of a mediator, it is condemned in ſcrip- 

* mare, 
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© ture, where we are told that there is but one 
« mediator between God and man, the man Chriſt 
© fſeſus.“ * 

The gentleman farther remarked on the reaſon- 
ableneſs of our praying for each other, as it was a 
proof of the pity that we entertained for our mu- 
tual frailties, and tended to concihate that affection 
which is the honour of our nature. He likewiſe 

obſerved, that though we might pray for our fellow- 
creatures, we could not effectually ſerve them 
without their own aſſiſting endeavours; and there- 
fore it was ridiculous for a perſon to neglect his 
own duty, in the confidence of a bleſſing to be 
granted in conſequence of the prayers of others. 
The gentleman's farther remarks are comprized in 
the following words : - 
„ You ſee how this duty, properly explained, 
is conſiſtent with reaſon and the authority of 
ſcripture ; whereas the addreſſes that are made 
to departed fouls are hazardous and dangerous. 
They are hazardous, as departed fonls may be in 
ſome region diſtant from our atmoſphere; or, 
if it could be aſcertained that they ate conver- 
ſant with mortals, yet they cannot every where 
be attentive to the, petitions which are preſented 
to them, unleſs we admit of their omnipreſence, 
which would be to commence Heathens, and 
rob God of one of his moſt glorious attributes. 
Add to all this, that the ſcriptures altogether diſ- 
countenance it, and direct us to truſt only in 
God. It is, therefore, much ſafer to truſt in his 
power and goodneſs, who is the ſame, yeſterday, 
to-day, and for ever, than to rely on the me- 
diation of thoſe, who have obtained an inheri- 
tance in heaven thro” the merits of Chriſt. 
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. ® Your notions of purgatory are altogether un⸗ 


1 ſcriptural, as the very text you. bring in proof 


* of it ſhall evince. St. Peter is there fpeaking- 
* of the ſpirit which quickened, or raiſed 


* Chriſt from the dead, and affures us, that by 
the ſame ſpirit he went in the days of Noah, 
* long before he aſſumed our nature, aud preached 
„ unto the ſpirits in priſon, meaning either the 


** ſpirits impriſoned in the body, or faſt bound in | 


* treſpaſſes and fins. 

„That this muſt be the ſenſe of the text will 
* appear quite clear, when we recollect, that in 
„ the day of judgment men will be tried for the 
« deeds done in the body, confequently when the 
* ſpirit returns to God, every thing remains fixed 
till the great re-union, when the final ſentence 
* will- be given, according to the deeds done in 
„ the body, whether they be good or evil. 


% Now, though I oppoſe purgatory, yet I ad- 


mit of an intermediate ſtate; and I believe that 
* happy ſpirits in that ſtate are waiting for the 


„ confuramation of glory. But this cannot afford 


« you an benefit, if you quit this world without 


the neceflary qualification for it, I mean peace 


« with God.” 
When the gentleman had concluded what he 


had to ſay, he propoſed to pray with the unhappy 


cConvict, which was conſented to after ſome heſita- 
tion ; but yet Britain behaved with the utmoſt de- 
cency, and they parted as ſoon as the devotions. 
were ended. | 

The benevolent friend vifited the unfortunate 


man on the following day, agreeable to his own - 


deſire, and was happy to find him more compoſed 


in mind than he had been, though he was not yet 


reſigued to the deplorable fate that awaited him, 
Nor 


'Y * A Wh 
nor nend of his errors by the arguments that 
had been uſed. _- 

The ſubject of their diſcourſe on this occaſion 
was the neceſſity of obtaining the favour of God, 
to prevent the certainty of eternal puniſhment. - 
Britain ſeemed pleaſed with this jets obſerni ob 
that it made him look with horror on the ſins 
his paſt life, and fitted his mind to pray for the: 
— of his crimes. 

The kind viſitor now enquired if the Roman ca- 
more rieft ſhould be admitted. Britain expreſſed 

: deſbe to have one converſation with him . on the 
—.— ſubject. The gentleman ſaid that the viſit 
ſhould be made if it was at his earneſt requeſt; but 
when he viſited the convict on the following: days: 
and found that his view was to obtain abſolution 
for his fins, he repreſented to him the abſurdity of 
a practice that — tend only to fill the mind 
« with a falſe confidence, and make people believe 
that they are objects of the divine favour, when 
they are enemies to God, and ſtrangers to the 
*« truth of the pi i Po goſpel. 
The unhappy convict now begged an explana- 
tion of the following words in the goſpel of St. 
| John, chap. xx. ver. 23. Whoſe · ſoever fins ye 

e remir, they are remitted unto them; and whoſe- 
e ſoever fins ye retain, they are retained:” - 

To this the gentleman replied, that the. preach- 

ing the remiffion of ſins to thoſe who ds and 
believed in Jeſus Chriſt, was a duty enforced on 
the Apoſtles, but that it was not in their power 
to remit fins, which could be only the conſequence 
of repentance, and faith in Chriſt. He added, 
that the Apoſtles were ſaid to retain fins when the 
auditors of their doctrine neither believed nor re- 
pented ; but that the remiſſion of the fins of an im- 
Vor. V. L 2 
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the New Teſtament. N 
This anfwer did not ſatisfy Britain; on which bis 


hleis he could give ſuch 
Apoſtles did. a 1 
n 


te pardon another; the forgiveneſs of fitis being a 


his confeſſion. 
Sun 


N . TS 4 ; 
peuitent unſhelie ver uus bever once tention 


ned , in 


generous fend fad ferther, that ſuppoling the 
Apelles Had an abſolute power to forgive ſins, 1 
yet de eould not, with the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon, = 

D 
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«©fay that hne of theit prieſts had rhe ſame 
proofs thereof 5 the 


He S faſter urged that it would be an inſult of. 
fore to Alm 


5 God for one finner to pretend 


er | only with the fupreme Bei 
Britaiti'itknowledged that there was Tode ſhes 
in{thelCarguinents ; yer ſuch was the prejudite of 
cial that he wal not yield to their weight. 
His friendchawing left him; he was viſired- by the 


Roſh" pticht, the keeper of the priſori being pre 
fork. 


1 
material paſſed | 
thin à ptofhife of a ſeeond on the ſueceeding Mon- | 


any, When! ir was agreed that the prieſt ſhould take 


THE” two: llewins- geye Peng Seturda 
„Britain was viſited by bis friend; 
found It much diſturbed in mind, and anxious 
for the viſit of the ptieſt, to #dſotve him from his 
fins. On this the humane viſitor exerted "himſelf 
more that ever to explain the ſacred doctrines of 


and 
ho 


chriſtiane7; fo that Britain at length began to 


have a- clear conception of what had hitherto deen 
matter of doubt and obſcurity. 38. 

When the Romiſh prieſt came on the Monday 
aan; Britain declined accepting his viſit ; — | 
when'the friend who had been ſo anxious to ſerve : 
his "moſt eſſential intereſts waited on him ſome 
hours —— he was amazed at the happy 


change 


ae 


NR 
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mind of the convict. 


16 
| change of ape tha had taken: plack-in- the 


'* TT AZ 


Henceforward Britain red not to dread 2 3 


inevitable ſtroke of: death, He employed bis 


time in the moſt exemplary, devotion, being conti- 
nually reading or ſinging divine hymns ; and con- 
feſſed the juſtice of the ſemence by which he had 
been condemned, ſay ing that it would be the happy 5 
means of promoting his eternal felicity. 

An undertaker coming to take meaſure of him 
to make his coffin &, he evinced no kind of con- 
cern; and on the fight of it he ſurveyed it with 
the utmoſt calmneſs, and even with a ſmiling coun- 
tenance, as that of a man who had got above the 


fear of death. 


On the day before he was executed he received 
the ſacrament with every mark of unteigned peni- 
tence and devotion; expreſſed the utmoſt hope of, 
pardon through the merits of the Redeemer of man- 


kind, and appeared highly grateful for the benefit 


of the goſpel revelation. 

On the evening preceding his death his ever ge- 
nerous friend viſited him, and begged that he 
would endeavour to compoſe himſelf to ſleep, as a 
refreſhment to his diſturbed mind ; but he replied 
in the following remarkable words: : — * God for- 
* bid! — I have ſpent many nights, as well as 
*« days, to the diſhonour of God, and deſtruction 
« of my ſoul; but this, my laſt ni ght, ſhall be 
66 Fade, in praiſing that God, from 2 alone I 
2 * to ind * 


* 
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* One would think the ceremony of meaſuring a man dn 
ſo ſolemn an occaſion might be diſpenſed with. How eaſy 


ſize, and for a cofſia to be 18 accordingly ? p. 
> : 


would it be for a friend to give intimation of his height and 


px * — * him, to beg bis 
| tended, but treated him in the moſt inſulting man- 


176 J | 
g having injured a purticalar perſon, defi- 


pardon :—the other at- 


ner ; yet the priſoner bore his inſults in a way be- 
coming his unhappy ſituation. | 
Britain took a ſolemn leave of his fellow-pri- 
Toners on the of his execution, telling them 
that he muſt prepare for his approaching diffolu- 
tion. At this time he was vifired by his friend fo 


often mentioned, who ſeemed generoufly determined 


to attend him to the laſt fatal moment. When his 
irons were knocked off in the lodge of the priſon, 
and his arms bound back with a halter, as is cuſto- 
mary on theſe folemn occaſions, he furveyed himſelf 
in a looking-glaſs, and ſaid, Britain thou waſt 
never ſo happily arrayed in all thy life.” 
A ſhort time before his execution he ſigned a pa- 
per, importing that what he had ſaid reſpecting 
the fire at Portſmouth was mere invention of his 
own, with a view to fcreen himſelf from puniſhment 
for the various crimes that he had committed. 
Britain's zealous friend attended the clergyman 
who went with him to the place of execution, 
where the malefactor made a long ſpeech to the 
ſurrounding multitude, concluding his addreſs in 
the following terms: Let the righteous rejoice ; 
„let the ſinner take warning, young or old, the 
„ young eſpecially ; — ſee what ſin has done for 
% poor Britain! and fee in me what God can do 
* for poor ſinners ! Let this encourage you to re- ; 
turn to him.” 


The friends of the malefactor having prayed 


With him, and taken a laſt ſolemn farewel of him, 


he was left to his own private devotions, and then 
turned off, on a ſignal given which had been 


agreed on * him and the executioner. 


Jonathan 


wy 


1 
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Jonathan Britain was hanged at Briſtol on the 
15th of May, 1772. 
After the 


malefactor, it cannot be neceſſary to make any tedi-- 
ous remarks on his caſe. People of common ſenſe 

will judge of him as a madman, rendered fo by the 
enormity of his crimes; and will pity him in pro- 
— ny as they may deem him an object of com- 

ON. | 

F The generoſity of the gentleman who attended 
him in the laft ſtages of Bis life is worthy of the 
bigheſt praife ; — that gentleman does 45 ſeem 
to have adverted to the doubrfulneſs attending a 

reſumed ſudden conviction from one religious 
Raich to another. — But jt is time to quit this ſub- 
ject. Let all our hopes center in the expectation 
of that eternal felicity, in which there is no diſtinc- 
tion of religion, when we ſhall all join in the praiſes 
of that God who is equally the pam of the de- 
yout of all denominations. 

7 


An Account of the Caſes of Kann RogERTS 
and Thomas Bacchus, who were hanged for 


High Treaſon, in counterfeiting the current 3 
Coin of this Realm. 


— T: E firſt mentioned of theſe malefactors was 


a native of Shrewſbury. He was deſcended 
of parents of very fair character, but in cireum- 
ſtances rather contracted ; however, they gave him 
what education was in their power, and then ap- 
prenticed him to a baker. | 

After 


"*ery particular account given ef this I 


| 
= 
a 


2.. conſiderable 


1 r 
. After the expiration. of the term of his appren- 
ticeſhip, he repaired to the metropolis, and la- 
bonred as a journeyman with different maſters for 
time, ſtill ſupporting the character 
of an induſtrious and honeſt man. Some friends, 
obſerving the goodneſs of his diſpoſition, advanced 
him, ioney, With, which he took a ſhop in Grays- 


_ InnJane, and, met with ſuch ſucceſs'in buſineſs as 
rewarded his affiduity,” 

At length, very unbappily for himſelf, he be- 

came acquainted with the father_of Bacchus, from 


the caſual meeting him at a public houſe. Soon 
after their acquaintance the old man adviſed him to 


' Temoye into Southwark, where he ſaid an excellent 


houſe and ſhop offered for his accommodation. Ro- 


berts being married, and having four children, liſ- 


tened to this advice, in the hope of making a better 
proviſion for his family. | | 

A very ſhort time after his reſidence in South- 
wark, the elder Bacchus and his ſon, with ſome 
other people who were coiners, told Roberts that 
they would be ready to aſſiſt him with money on 
any emergency. It happened that, ſome little time 
afterwards, Roberts wanted ſome money to make 
up a bill due for flour, on which he mentioned the 
affair to the elder Bacchus, and he was immediately 
furniſhed with the requiſite ſum. 
This circumſtance had not long taken place, 
when the younger Bacchus informed Roberts that 


bis father was out of town, and begged his aſſiſ- 
8 


- in coining, on the condition of which he 
be amply ſupplied with ſuch money as he 
might vant. | ; 


2 


. 


Kobeſ ts heſitated for à while to comply with a 

| ſcheme big with ſuch evident deſtruction; but the 

pProſpec / of gain becoming at length too ſtrong 2 
5 | his 


Pt 


1 


6 

his more 1 reſblutions, 5 8 rally conſents, | 
4 

Bacchus was: E 


counterfeit money, — put off to unlöl⸗ 


pecting people. They had iitated a variety of 
gold and ſilvet cbin, Which was ſo well executed 


that it could hargly | be diftifiguthed from the real 


money made at the Tower; Jet the adulteratiorn 


was fo great, that, in mauy pieces, the intrinſſe Va- 
lue was not a fourth of the nominal. 

Great part of this counterfeit money was 100 off 
at country- fairs, where the a * eu ed to dif- - 
poſe of it (for there were orhers beſides Roberts) 
appeared as horſe-dealers, and: found feverat cou 
try tradeſmen ready y cnought' t to! traffic with them 
for this falſe com. 

The coiners uſed to ſell this money by wehhr to 
the countrymen, who circulated it in the courſe of 
their connexions; ſo that the evil ſpread wide, to 
the injury of many an udfortunate individual. . 

In the interim Bacchus and Roberts lived in a 
very handſome manner. on the proffts of their im- 
quitous trade. Their neighbours could not con- 
ceive how they procured a ſubſiſtence; and it is 
poſſible that they might have continued their prac- 


tices a conſiderable time longer, but that one of 


their accomplices gave ſuch hints as led to the 
ready means of detecting them. 1 

Some conſtables being employed to ſearch the 
houſe, they found Bacchus, with all the imple- 
ments proper for coining, in the act of making 
counterfeit money, while Roberts was affiſting him 


| in this unlawful tranſaction; on which both the 


partes 1 were taken into cuſtody, and ig carried 
| + before 


* 


| 4. **# 10 : 
' before. Sir John Fielding, that magiſtrate com- 
mitted * to Newgate. 
It may be now proper to mention that Bacchus 
was a native of the town of Stafford, and was, at 
a very early age, initiated into the art of coinin 
by his father, who ſeems purpoſely to have — — 
him to the gallows. The younger Bacchus never 
followed any buſineſs but coining, except occaſio- 
nally Jealing i in ſmuggled goods when he happened 
Do have a conſiderable ſum of money in his poſſeſ- 
- The priſoners remained in Newgate ſeveral 
P before. they were brought to trial; but at 
length they were convicted on the cleareſt evidence, 
and, . to die, 5 
The behaviour of Roberts after conviction was 
exceed ingly well adapted to his unhappy ſituation. 
He yas regular and devout in his attendance on 
religious duties, employed much time in reading 
books of devotion, and was regardful of the in- 
ſtructions given him by the — of Newgate. 
On learning that the warrant for his execution was 
arrived, bis ſeriouſneſs and penitence appeared to 
be a ugmentsd, and he looked forward to eternity 
in the — hope of the divine pardon. 
Nor was the —— of Bacchus leſs regular, 
penitent, and devout. He made a decent prepara- 
tion for his approaching death. The father of 
Bacchus had retired into the country, whence he 
ſent his ſon a letter after condemnation, of which 
the following is a copy : 


ty dear Child, | 
1 ſend vou theſe few lines to comfort you ; I 
ſhould have ſent you ſome money before, but I 


hope, my dear child, you will forgive me, as you 
| hope 


TRACE » 
to be forgiven in heaven. There you will 
find a better father than you have found in me. 
Be as happy as you can ;—you are — to hap- 
pineſs, and leave me behind to be miſerable. I 
hope you will die happy, becauſe you know you 
are innocent. Thou art now going, -I ſhall ſoon 
follow thee. I hope you will meet your dear mo- 
ther in heaven. As we ſhall ſoon part in this world, 
may my prayers be heard for you in heaven! 

From your loving father till death, 
| WIILILIA& Baccuvs. 

P. S. My dear love to Roberts; and tell him, if it 
ſhould be in my power to ſerve his family, I will 
J ſhall think it a pleaſure. May heaven receiyt 
you both! 

The unhappy convicts received the holy ſaera- 
ment on the morning of execution, and behaved in 
a manner ſuitable to their calamitous circumſtances. 
They were drawn to the gallows on a fledge, as 
is uſual in the caſe of coiners. They warned the 
multitude not to follow their evil example, and 
acknowledged the juſtice of that ſentence by which 
they had been condemned to an ignominlous 
death. | 

After the cuſtomary exerciſes of devotion, the 
priſoners underwent the final ſentence of the law ; 
and when the bodies had hung the uſual time, they 
were delivercd to their relations, in order that the 
bodies might be depoſited with the parent earth. 

Samuel Roberts and T homas Bacchus were hang- 
ed at Tyburn on the 21ſt of May, 1772. 

In the courſe of theſe volumes we have had fre- 
quent occaſions to expatiate on the caſes of coig- 
ers: but there is ſomething ſingular in the affair 
before us. We ſee that the counterfeit money wag 
fold by weight to people in the country, who 

YoL. V, M could 
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hope 
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could be mean enough to make ſuch purchaſes 
from avaricious motives, though they muſt know 
that their neighbours would be ultimately de- 
frauded. | 

The younger Bacchus, though a profeſſed coin- 
er, appears to have been in ſome meaſure an object 
of pity. His father had trained him to the buſi- 
neſs from his early youth: but ſurely that father 
ought to be the general object of execration. It is 
difficult to form an idea of the aggravated guilt of 
that man who can wilfully train his own child to 
deſtruction. The paternal and the filial duty ought 
to be mutual: a failure on either fide is uſually 
fatal to the happineſs of one of the parties. 


— 


— 
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An Account of the Caſe of Ricuary MorGan, 
who was executed for privately ſtealing Goods 
from his Maſter ; with a Narrative of his Beha 
viour after Conviction. 


HIS malefactor was a native of Elleſmere in 
Shropſhire, deſcended of poor parents, whoſe 
virtuous characters were the greateſt part of their 
poſſeſſion. They beſtowed on him as good an 
education as their circumſtances would admit, and 
were careful to inſtru& him in the duties of reli- 
gion. When he grew towards years of maturity, 
he entered into the ſervice of a farmer in the neigh- 
bourhood, with whom he lived near three years 
with an unblemiſhed reputation. 5 

After this he engaged to ſerve other farmers in 
different parts of England, continuing to labour as 
a huſbandman till he became almoſt two and twenty 


years 


r 


© W 2 


years of age, and then repaired to London, in or- 


der to obtain a ſubſiſtence by his honeſt en- 
deavours. b | 

He had not been long in town, before he en- 
tered into the ſervice of Mr. Hotchkin, a capitat 
linen-draper near Smithfield-bars. His principal 
buſineſs was to carry out parcels, and his behaviour 
was ſuch, for a conſiderable time, as entitled him 
to the approbation of his maſter. | 

At length he was unfortunate enough to become 
acquainted with the ſervant of a diſtiller in the 
neighbourhood, who introduced him into a ſet of 
company which led to his ruin. Morgan had been 
hitherto remarkable for his ſobriety ; but a fatal 
change ſoon took place. The diſtiller's ſervant was 
one of a low alehouſe club, of which Morgan be- 
came a member ; and each of the company paid 
four-pence halfpenny for his evening's expences in 
beer and tobacco. , 

It was in this club that the firſt taint appears to 
have been given to Morgan's morals. Some of the 
company, who were chiefly porters, uſed to boaſt 
how conſiderably they defrauded their maſters, and 
even mentioned the names of the parties to whom 
they ſold the ſtolen effects. Og ; 

For ſome time Morgan appeared ſhocked at the 
idea of obtaining money by ſuch a violation of the 
laws of duty and integrity; and actually abſented 
himſelf from the club; but at length the ſervant of 
the diſtiller prevailed on him ro rejoin the com- 
pany, which he did, but with a reſerve in his own 
mind, that he would not be concerned in any of 
their iniquitous tranſactions. | 
| Theſe good reſolutions, however, did not laſt any 
conſiderable time ; for his companions, wiſhing him 
to enter into their practices, artfully took him to 
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the houſe of the man who received the ſtolen goods, 
where he ſaw ſuch various articles which porters 
had ſtolen from their maſters, and remained unde- 
tected, that he was but too eaſily induced to com- 
mence the illicit practice. 

His mind being thus prepared for acts of diſhoneſ- 
ty, he ſoon began to purloin his maſter's effects, 
which he ſtole in conſiderable quantities; and as 
Mr. Hotchkin had a very large ſtock, and dealt in 


the wholeſale trade, the articles could not be eaſily 


miſſed, ſo that he had opportunity of continuing 


his depredations for a conſiderable ſpace of time; 
and indeed, when the articles were at length miſſed, 
no one ſuſpected Morgan to be the thief, as his 
character had been hitherto irreproachable, and 
his behaviour ſuch as to entitle him to general 
reſpect. | 

His cuſtom was to convey the ſtolen goods to a 
ſtable in Durham-yard, Chick-lane, where they 
were depoſited till the uſual purchaſer came, and 
bought them, and carried them off. 

_ Morgan's practices in this way were ſo confider- 
able, that his companions of the club began to look 
on him as a proper agent for diſpoſing of ſach 
goods as ſhould be ſtolen by others; but this plan 
was defeated almoſt as ſoon as it was formed. 

Mr. Hotchkin at length diſcovering that he had 
been robbed, and that the depredations had been 
frequently renewed, and obſerving that not any 
perſon had broken into his houſe, he concluded, 
that the robber muſt be one who lived in the 
family. | 5 
In conſequence hereof a perſon was appointed to 


watch the motions of Morgan; and on his going 


out he was followed to à houſe, whence he took ſe- 
veral 


1 | 
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yeral parcels to an inn, to be carried by the Bir- 
mingham waggon. 

Enquiry being made into the affair, it was 
diſcovered that Morgan had a conſiderable quantity 
of goods deſtined for the ſame place; and theſe 
being examined were found to be the property of 
Mr. Hotchkin, whoſe marks were on the ſeveral 


pieces; on which the offender was taken into cuſ- 


tody, and carried before a magiſtrate. On his ex- 
amination he denied the having been guilty of the 
crime alledged againſt him ; but as the preſumptive 


evidence was too {trong to allow of his being diſ- 


miſſed, he was committed to Newgate, till the en- 
ſuing ſeſſions at the Old Bailey, that his guilt or 
innocence might abide the award of a jury. | 

On his trial the evidence againſt him was ſo con- 
cluſive, that no heſitation could be made to find him 
guilty, and judgment of death paſſed of courſe. 

After conviction he acknowledged to the Ordi- 
nary of Newgate the juſtice. of his ſentence, and 
owned that he had defrauded his maſter of goods 
to a conſiderable amount. He was conſtant and 
regular in his devotions, both in the chapel and in 
his cell ; nor did he ſeem to entertain a hope of 
that mercy which he had no right to expect. 

When he was told that his name was included 
in the warrant for execution, he received the dread- 
ful news with great compoſure ; and confeſſed that 
he had merited the ſhocking fate that awaited him. 
He behaved even with pious reſignation, and ac- 
knowledged that faith in the merits of Chriſt by 
which poor ſinners are to expect ſalvation. 

He was viſited after conviction by a number of 
people who had known him in the former part of 
life, and who kindly affiſted him in his ſolemn 
preparations for eternity. | 3 
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bis death, and repeated the declarations he had 
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He received the ſacrament on the morning 


of 


formerly made of his guilt. At the fatal tree he 
addreſſed himſelf to the ſurrounding multitude, 
earneſtly deſiring ſervants not to defraud their em- 
ployers. He prayed in the moſt earneſt manner, 
and ſo audibly as to be heard by great numbers 
who attended his fatal exit.— After the body had 
hung the cuſtomary time, it was delivered to his 
friends, in order to its being buried as they might 
think proper. 

Richard Mosgan ſuffered at Tyburn on the 27th 
of May, 1772. 

From the caſe of this unfortunate man perſons i in 
a dependent ſituation ſhould principally learn two 
things, viz. never to injure their maſters; and by 
all means to avoid any connexion with low com- 
pany at alehouſes, as the keeping ſuch company 
may inſenſibly involve them in expences which may 
lead to the commitment of acts of diſhoneſty. 

Honeſt countrymen are generally too fond of re- 
pairing to London, in the vain hope of making that 
fortune which very few of them ever acquire; and 
perhaps thoſe who do might be more happy in 
their native fields, undiſturbed with the cares of 
the buſy world. 

It is not every man that grows rich that becomes 
happy of courſe; and perhaps the contrary is more 
generally the caſe. 1 5 

Upon the whole, we ſhould learn reſignation to 
the will of Providence, and be taught the great doc- 
trine of being content in any ſtation in which we 
may be placed. = 


Life's but a ſhort chace ; the game CONTENT, 


Which moſt purſued, is molt GE to fly ; 5 
An 


E91 
And he that mounts him on the ſwifteſt hope, 
Shall often run his courſer to a ſtand; 


While the poor peaſant, on ſome diſtant tall, 
Undanger'd, and at eaſe, views all the ſport, 


And ſees CONTENT take ſhelter in his coTTAGE. 
DHAKESPEAR, 


The Caſe of PETER MCrovp, who was hanged 


for Houſe-breaking before he had attained the 
Age of Sixteen. 


HIS ill-fated youth was the ſon of a poor 
man at Shields, near Newcaſtle, who brought 
him to London while he was quite a child ; and the 
father dying in a ſhort time, left the boy to the 
care, or, perhaps more properly ſpeaking, to the 
negle& of his mother, who was a woman of very 
doubtful character, and faid to encourage young lads 
in the practice of theft. 

M' Cloud had been connected with a lad named 
Younger, who had been concerned with him in a 
variety of irregular pfactices. At length M' Cloud 
engaged himſelf on board one of the colliers trad- 
ing to Newcaſtle; and while he was abſent, Younger 
accuſed his mother of having been the receiver of 
ſtolen goods, the conſequence of which was that 
ſhe was apprehended, and brought to trial, but 
was diſcharged in defect of evidence. 

M' Cloud returning from his voyage, and lens 
ing in what manner his mother had been treated by 
Younger, he made the moſt ſolemn vow of taking 
vengeance on him, whatever might be the conſe- 
quence of ſuch : a proceeding. 


That 
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That he might effect the ruin of his old compa- 


nion in iniquity, he ſurrendered himſelf to a ma- 


giſtrate, and gave information, that himſelf and 


Younger had been concerned in a robbery ; on 
which the latter was ſoon taken into cuſtody, and 


committed to Newgate, M' Cloud being admitted 


an evidence for the crown againſt his preſumed ac- 
complice : but at the enſuing ſeſſions M'Cloud was 


incapable of giving any thing like evidence againſt 


his companion, who was of courſe acquitted, and the 


ſcheme of revenge was conſequently fruſtrated. 


It is no leſs aſtoniſhing than true, that, notwith- 
ſtanding what had paſſed, theſe young fellows ſoon 
renewed their former connexion ; ſo that whatever 
degree of malice might have ha rboured in the breaſt 
of M'Cloud, he ſeemed to have forgot it in the 
wiſh to recommence his depredations on the public 
with his former accomplice in iniquity. 

They now joined, with five or fix other boys, in 
the practice of picking pockets, in which, for ſome 


time, they met with too much ſucceſs; bur their: 


thefts were of the loweſt kind, being principally 


confined to the ſtealing of handkerchiefs, in the 


practice of which they were frequently detected, 
but diſmiſſed afrer receiving the diſcipline of the 
horſe-pond. Theſe young thieves were harboured 
at houſes of ill tame in the neighbourhood of Salt- 
petre-bank. 

One would have imagined that ſuch repeated 
puniſhments as were inflicted on theſe boys might 
have deterred them from continuing their iniquitous 


praftices : M' Cloud in particular had been fo often 


* through horſe-ponds, and expoſed to the 
deriſion of the public, that he ſeemed to have loſt 
all ſenſe of ſhame, and his paltry gains by theft con- 
ſoled him for the ignominy that attended it. He 
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Was three times _ at the Old Bailey for different 
offences, and had repeatedly the prac fortune to 
eſcape, which ought to have warned him to diſcon- 
tinue his depredations on the public. 

At length, after a ſeries of practice in the picking 
of pockets, the gang of young villains determined 
to commence houſe-breakers, for which they were 
qualified, not ſo much by their ſtrength, as by their 
artifice. They furniſhed themſelves with a variety 
of tools proper for the wrenching doors and win- 
dow-ſhutters. Occaſionally they uſed to climb over 
roofs, enter at the garret-windows of houſes, and 
deſcend to the lower rooms to commit their robbe- 
ries ; and at other times they would enter through 
any ſmall opening that had been caſually left un- 
guarded. When one or two of the ſmalleſt of them 
had got into a houſe, they uſed to go down ſtairs, 
and open the door for their aſſociates. Sometimes 
only a part of the gang went in, and the reſt waited 
to prevent detection from the arrival of any caſual 
paſſenger. 

It is almoſt incredible to think how many houſes 

were robbed of very valuable effects by this little 
confederacy of villains; but their depredations were 
chiefly confined to Ratcliff Highway and its neigh- 
bourhood, where a great number of perſons were 
ſufferers by their villainies. 

At length three of the gang, of whom M'Cloud ' 
was one, repaired to Poplar, where they broke open 
the houſe of Joſeph Hankey, Eſquire, in the dead 
of the night. The family were all aſleep; but 
the barking of a dog awaking one of the ſervants, 
he alarmed the reſt, and begged them to oppoſe 
the intruders. Two of the. thieves made an im- 
mediate eſcape; but M'Clond was apprehended, 
and lodged in the watch-houſe. 
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On the following day he was carried before a 


magiſtrate, who committed him to Newgate, and 


at the next ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey he was 
brought to trial, capitally convicted, and ſentenced 


For ſome time after conviction M' Cloud ap- 
peared hardened in a very high degree, nor paid 
any attention to the exhortations of the ordinary 
of Newgate ; but, when he learnt that he was one 
of the convitts ordered for execution, a total alte- 
ration was viſible in the whole of his conduct and 
behaviour. He apologized to the ordinary for the 
indifference with which he had heretofore treated 
him. It happened at this time that Younger was 


in Newgate under ſentence of tranſportation ; and 


M'Cloud ſending for him, begged his pardon for 
the injury that he had formerly attempted. 

The unhappy convict continued in a ſerious diſ- 
polition for the remainder of his life, and on the 


in company with the other malefactors who were 
to die with him. 

| When he arrived at the fatal tree, he requeſted 
a perſon to beg that his mother would not unrea- 
ſonably grieve at his death; as he had hopes that 


he was departing to the regions of eternal glory. 


Peter M'Cloud ſuffered at Tyburn on the 27ih 
of May, 1772. 
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It has been thought hard, by ſome perſons, that the mere 
breaking into a houſe whence nothing is ftolen ſhould coſt a 


man his life; but it ought to be conſidered that the intent, in 
the eye of reaſon, conſtitutes the crime; that the man who 


breaks a houſe means to rob it; and that the puniſhment 
ſhould follow of courſe, 


) 4 | There 


morning of his death he received the ſacrament, 
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There is ſomething — ſhocking in the revenge 
of M' Cloud, which could inftigate him to ſwear 
againſt Younger a fact that was never committed; 
but there is, if poſſible, a ſtill greater depravity 
of heart, evidenced in his joining his former ac- 
complice, the very one whoſe life he had ſo lately 
attempted to take away. 

Let us hope that this malefactor, old as he was 
in fin, yet young in years, may have met with 
that mercy the hope of which ſeemed to infpire 
his departing moments: but let no one be tempted 
to follow his example : let young people, in par- 
ticular, learn that the ſlighteſt deviation from the 
path of duty may lead to the moſt ignominious - 
fate: but let not this be the only confideration: let 
them conſider that there is more of criminality in 
breaking the laws of God, than in infringing thoſe 
that are merely of human inſtitution; and may 


they regulate their conduct by the inferences they 


will draw from theſe conſiderations ! 


A full and particular Account of Joszex Guy Ar, 
and Joszen ALLPREss, who were hanged for 
robbing the Mail, and afterwards hung in 
chains; with a Narrative of their Lives and Be- 
haviour. 


HE firſt mentioned of theſe offenders was a 

native of Effex, deſcended from honeſt but 
poor parents, who gaye him as good an education 
as conſiſted with their circumſtances, and then 
bound him apprentice to a ſmith, with whom he 
N 2 ſerved 
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ſerved his time with fidelity, after which he labour- 
ed as a journeyman in his own profeſſion, 

Quitting the county of Eſſex, he repaired to 
Edmonton, near London, where he married and 
commenced buſineſs on his own account. For a 
conſiderable time he was as ſucceſsful in trade as 
could be reaſonably expected, bur at length ſuſ- 
tained a loſs to which he attributed all his future 
misfortunes. 

Guyant, having been out receiving money from 
ſeveral people who employed him, was ſtopped on 
his return to his own houſe by rwo footpads, who 
robbed him of above fixty pounds, and then bound 
him to a tree. This loſs was a matter of great im- 
portance to him; but it was ſtill aggravated by the 
conſequences that followed it : for, as the robbery 
happened in the day time, he was adviſed to ſue the 
county, to indemnify him for the loſs; but failing 
to adduce the neceffary proofs, he loſt his ſuir, 
and was involved in {till tarther difficulties by the 
conſequence. 

The expence of the ſuit being conſiderable, 
Guyant was arreſted, and fought refuge in a priſon. 
In conſequence of a ſubſcription among his friends, 
he removed himſelf to the Fleet, where he conti- 
tinued till an act for the relief of infolvent debtors 
enabled him to obtain his liberty. 

He had at this time a family which was in want 
of the neceſſaries of life; but, during his impriſon- 
ment, he had acquired ſuch a habit of idleneſs that 
he was ſtill leſs diſpoſed to provide for them than 
before. It will be now proper that we tay ſome- 
thing of Joſeph Allpreſs, the perſon concerned with 
Guyant in robbing-the mail. 

Allpreſs was a native of St. Ive's in Huntingdon- 
ſhire, and, like his accomplice, had ſerved his ap- 


prenticeſhip 
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prenticeſhip to a ſmith. After his time was ex- 
pired, he laboured a conſiderable time in drain- 
ing the fens in the Iſle of Ely, and then his ill for- 
tune led him to Edmonton, where he contracted an 
acquaintance with Guyant, which ended in the moſt 
fatal conſequences; for Guyant, having now loſt 
all reliſh for a life of induſtry, perſuaded the other 
to be concerned with him in deer-ſtealing. 

This propoſal was but too well reliſned by All- 
preſs, who, without reflecting on the dangerous 
tendency of ſuch a practice, embarked in the 
ſcheme with Guyant. and they robbed the parks of 
ſeveral gentlemen in the neighbourhood. 

Encouraged by what they deemed ſucceſs, be- 
cauſe they remained undetected, they broke into the 
church. at Edmonton, and carried off ſome of the 
communion plate; but it was not known who were 
che offenders till after they were convicted of rob- 
bing the mail. 

A very little time had paſſed after the ſacrilege, 
when Guyant propoſed to Allpreſs the fatal ſcheme 
which ended in the deſtruction of them both; inti- 
mating, at the ſame time, that their fortunes might 
be made by the putting off the bank-notes. All- 
preſs declared that he had never ſeen a bank-note 
in his life, and confeſſed that he was very illiterate ; 
but, overborne by the perſuaſions of the other, he 
at length agreed to be concerned 1 in robbing the 
mail. 

This ſhocking reſolution being made, they loſt 
no time in the attempt to carry it into execution, 
the firſt ſtep to which was the preparing an ax, 
hardened to ſuch a degree as to cut iron. 

Having thus reſolved on their plan, they waited 


in the road, at a place called Houndsfield, for the 


arrival of the northern mail. At length the poſt- 
boy 


= 
boy arrived, and had with him a perſon named John 
Thomas, to whom he had given a lift on the road. 


*Guyant ſtopped the horſes of the mail · cart, and 


threatened inſtant deſtruction to Thomas and the 


._ friver, unleſs they immediately got down. 


This threat was too terrible nor to be complied 
with; om, which the poſt-boy was ordered to drive 
his carriae into an adjacent field, and Thomas was 
compelled to attend him. The robbers now bound 
the other parties to a tree, and then demanded the 
key of the mail-cart ; but finding that it was not 
in poſſeſſion of the driver, they took the cart acroſs 
the field, broke it open with their ax, and then 
took out ſome of the bags, and buried a number 


of the notes in the earth *. 


The driver of the mail-cart, and his companion, 
remained bound to the tree till morning, when the 
latter happily freed himſelf, and then gave liberty 


to the other. 


On ſearching for the horſes, they found them 
grazing in the field, and difcovered that the cart 


| had been broken as above-mentioned. The poſt- 


boy inſtantly drove to London, and gave proper 
notice of the injury that had been done. 

The ſecretary of the general poſt office immedi- 
ately advertiſed a reward of two hundred pounds 


for the diſcovery of the offenders; but nothing 


tranſpired for ſome months, till at length Allpreſs 


> ventured to London, to procure the acceptance of 


ſome of the ſtolen drafts; the worſt ſcheme that 
could poſſibly have been deviſed ; for the payment 
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* This circumſtance · firſt ap on the examination of the 
priſoners at Sir John Fielding's, when the writer of this account 
was preſent, and ſaw the notes, diſcoloured by laying in the 


ground, 
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of theſe drafts being previouſly ſtopped, Allpreſs 
was taken into cuſtody, and being carried before 
Sir John Fielding, he immediately confefſed the 
fact; on which he was committed to priſon, and 
ſome officers of juſtice ſent in ſearch of Guyant, 
who ſoon found him, and diſcovered ſeveral bags 
in a yard behind his houſe, in which were a num- 


ber of letters which had been ſtolen. from the 
mail. 


Both offenders were lodged in Tothill-fields -- 


bridewell, and at the proper time removed to 
Newgate, in preparation for their trials at the Old 
Bailey; where they were convicted on the fulleſt 
evidence, and received ſentence of death. 

After conviction, and indeed long before it, they 
exhibited the trueſt penitence that perhaps was 
ever obſerved by illiterate men in their unhappy ſi- 
tuation. They were exceedingly attentive to the 
inſtructions of the ordinary of Newgate, and made 
the devouteſt preparations for their fatal exit. 

On the morning of execution they received the 
ſacrament with every mark of the ſincereſt contri- 
tion, and made a ſolemn declaration of their ho 
of eternal bliſs through the merits of the redecmer 
of mankind. 

On their way'to the place of execution they 
behaved with the utmoſt decency, and, when arri- 
ved at the fatal ſpot, Guyant was ſo weak that it 
was neceſſary for two men to ſupport him while 
the executioner fixed the halter round his neck; 
yet he was fervent in his devotions notwithſtand- 
ing his weakneſs. 

Both the malefactors begged the ſpectators to 
take warning by their fatal exit, and, having fi- 
niſhed rheir devotions, ſuffered the ſentence of the 
law, after which their bodies were cut down, and 


carried 
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carried to Finchley- common, where they were 
hung in chains. 

Joſeph Guyant and Joſeph Allpreſs were hanged 
at Tyburn on the 8th of July, 1772. 
In the caſe of the malefactors before us, we ſee 
a remarkable inſtance of the progreſſive nature of 
vice. Guyant and Allpreſs were re Firſt deer-ſtealers, 
then guilty of ſacrilege, and at length ventured on 
the horrid plan of robbing the mail. Thoſe who 
do not ſee, ip this inſtance, the abſurdity of encou- 
raging the firſt emotions to vice, will not be con- 
vinced by any arguments that we can offer. We 
ſhall therefore drop the ſubject, to make a remark 
which is new in a work of this kind. 
When theſe unhappy men were examined at the 
public. office in Bow ſtreet, there appeared a de- 
gree of contrition in their countenances and beha- 
viour, that no language can deſcribe. They beg- 
ged it as a favour of Sir John Fielding that -they 
might be re-committed to Tothill-fields bridewell ; 
alledging, as a reaſon, that the devotions at chat 
place were more regularly performed than at other 
priſons; and this we have good reaſon to believe 
to be the fact. The governor of that priſon is 
a religious man, and laudably exerts himſelf in the 


N *. 

inſtruction and edification of the unhappy people 
1 who fall under his care. This is a rare inſtance, 
Which cannot be ſufficiently ap̃plauded; and we 
truſt, that Mr. Smith (the governor) will pardon 
the liberty we have now taken“ in mentioning his 
name on an occaſion which is intended, and ought, 
| | tO do him honour. 
Happy would it be if every keeper of a priſon 

4 i was equally zealous to promote the eternal welfare 
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of che unhappy perſons committed to his care 
But while we ſay this, we muſt in common juſtice 
remark, that the priſons throughout — were 
never managed with a ſtricter regard to the laws * 
decency and regularity than at preſent. 
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Particulars reſpecting Jon ADSHEAD, and BEN - 
JaMIN ALSWoORTH, who were hanged for Houſe- 
breaking; with an Account of their Lives and 
8 


HE former of theſe malefactors was a native 
of Northamptonſhire, and trained up to the 
buſineſs of huſbandry, which he followed till he 
approached nearly to manhood, when he repaired 
to London, and lived in the ſervice of different 
perſons in quality of a footman. 
By an attention to the rules of frugality he be- 
came poſſeſſed of a ſum of money, ten guineas of 
which he gave to a perſon to inſtruct him in the art 
of a gunſmith ; and, having acquired the knowledge 
of the art, he for ſome time laboured induftriouſly 
to ſupport himſelf; but getting into bad company, 
he was prevailed on to commence the dangerous 
practice of houſe- breaking; but being at length too 
well known in London, he was afraid of — . diſ- 
covered, and therefore repaired to Briſtol, to com- 
mit his depredations i in that city. 

Soon after he arrived at Briſtol he broke into the 
| Houſe of a watchmaker, and carried off effects to 
the amount of 130%. Theſe he conveyed to Lon» 
don, where he diſpoſed of them, and with the pro- 
duce took a publie- -houſe in Princos-ſtrect, Drury: 
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lane ; but no ſucceſs attending him in this fituation, 
he quitted buſineſs, and re-commenced the 


practice 
of houſe- breaking, which ended in his deſtruction, 


as will be ſeen in the courſe of this narrative. 
Alſworth (the other criminal) was a native of 
Birmingham, and followed the profeſſion of gun- 

making. After practiſing his trade ſome time, he 
repaired to London, and enliſting in the army, be- 
came a drummer in the 835th regiment of foot. He 
ſerved in Portugal during the laſt war, in the reign 
of King George the Second, and was likewiſe pre- 
ſent at the ſiege of Belleifle ; but when the peace 
came on he returned to his original profeſſion. 
During his military life his behaviour was con- 
ſiſtent with his duty. On his return to England 
he married a young woman, who bore him two 
children; but happening to become acquainted 
with Adſhead, his ruin ſoon followed. Theſe men 
were frequently i in company; and Alſworth, obſerv- 

ing that Adſhead dreſſed in a ſtile of gentility 
which he preſumed to be above his circumſtances, 
aſked how he afforded to make ſuch an appearance; 
to which the other replied, that an uncle, who was 

lately dead, had left him ſeveral articles of conſide- 
rable value. 

Their intimacy now daily increaſed ; and Alſ- 
worth's children being indiſpoſed, and himſelf de- 
ficient of employment, he aſked the other to lend 
him three or four guineas, which he would not fail 
to return on a happier change in his circumſtances. 

Adſhead ſaid that he was not chen in poſſeſſion 
of ſo much money, but, if the other would take his 


advice, he would inſtruct him how to obtain =? 


c hundred pounds in an hour.” 
Alſworth thought he ſpoke jeſtingly, but bees 
to know his real meaning; on which the other 
en 
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confeſſed that he ſubſiſted by houſe- breaking, and 


invited his acquaintance to come to his lodgings 
that evening. This invitation was complied with : 
a copartnerſhip in iniquity was agreed on, and they 
committed ſeveral burglaries : ae that, of which 
we are now about to relate the particulars, brought 
them to their fatal end. 
About one o'clock in the morning of the 18th 
of May, 1772, they broke into the houſe of Mrs. 
Bellamy, a widow lady in Newman-ſtreet, Oxford- 
road, whence they carried off filk, wearing apparel, 
and other effects, to a conſiderable amount. 
They packed the goods in two parcels, and pro- 
ceeded 3 Tottenham; court-road, where they 
were obſerved by two watchmen, who followed 
them towards Ruſſel- ſtreet, Bloomſbury, where they 
were noticed by another watchman belonging to 
the pariſh of St. Giles, who ſeized on Alſworth ;; 
on which the other threw down his parcel and ran 
off, but was ſoon taken into cuſtody. 
Being conveyed to the watch- houſe, they were 


ſearched by the conſtable of the night, who like- 


wiſe examined the parcels of ſtolen goods. On 
the following morning they were carried before 
juſtice Cox, to whom they aſſerted that the things 
were their own property, and that they were re- 
moving them from their lodgings, to prevent their 
landlord ſeizing on them for rent. 
This ſtory did not ſeem to be at all plauſible; 
and, as they refuſed to give an account of their 
place of reſidence, a well- grounded ſuſpicion aroſe 
that they were thieves ; on which they were com- 
mitted for re- examination when the perſons wha 

had been robbed could be found. 
When Mrs. Bellamy's family aroſe in the morn- 
ing, the ſeryants diſcovered that the houſe had 
Q 2 been 
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been robbed as abovementioned. Hereupon hand- 
' bills were inſtantly printed *®, and circulated 
through London; the conſequence of. which was 
that juſtice Cox ſent for Mrs. Bellamy and her ſer- 
vants, and the priſoners being brought to a re- ex- 
amination, the ſtolen effects were identified, and the 
two men were committed to Newgate for trial. 

At the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey in the 
month of June, 1772, the prifoners were indicted 
for breaking and entering the dwelling-houſe of 
Mary Bellamy, widow, and ſtealing a gauze ſack 
and petticoat with filk and gold flowers, three filk 
ſacks and petticoats, a brocaded filk night-gown, a 
chaſed gold outfide watch-caſe, and a variety of 
other valuable articles, the property of Mrs. Bella- 
my and her daughter. 

Adſhead pleaded guilty to the indictment, beg- 
ging for mercy on account of his youth ; and the 
evidence againſt the other accomplice was ſo con- 
clufive, that the jury could not heſitate to con- 
vict him, in conſequence of which they both recei- 
ved ſentence of death. | 
After conviction their behaviour was very vari- 
ous. On ſome occafions they appeared hardened 
in a very high degree, and at others were free to 
confeſs the crime of which they had been puilty : 
but, when they found that their names were inclu- 
ded in the warrant for execution; their behaviour 
was more regular, conſiſtent, and penitent ; and the 
ordinary of Newgate, forming a favourable opinion 
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* The immediate circulation of hand- bills is the readieſt me- 
thod of detecting thieves. This has been proved in a thouſand 
inſtances that have occurred at the public-office in Bow-ſtreet, 
Thieves generally carry ſtolen goods immediately to the pawn- 
brokers; but, when they do not, the bills frequently fall into 
the hands of peace-officers, and a diſcovery follows of courſes 
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of their ſincerity, adminiſtered the ſacrament to 
them, and gave them ſuch advice as he deemed 
proper in their unhappy ſituation: he cautioned 
them not to truſt to their own penitence, but to 
rely on the merits of Chriſt for eternal ſal vation. 

On the day appointed for their execution the 
ordinary attended them early in the morning, re- 
newed his good advice, and beſought them to-fix 
their minds on a better world than that to which 
they were ſo ſoon to bid a final adieu. On being 
put into the cart they ſhed many tears, and lifted 
up their eyes to heaven in the hope of that mercy 
whence alone, in their fituation, it could be ex- 
pected, 

At the fatal tree they confeſſed that they were 
guilty of the crime of which they had been con- 
victed, and cautioned their auditors never to be 
guilty of a fimilar violation of the laws of juſtice. 
An immenſe concourſe of people attended this ex- 
ecution ; and when the bodies had hung the uſual 
time, they were delivered to the friends of the de- 
ceaſed, in order for interment. 

John Adſhead and Benjamin Alſworth ſuffered 
at Tyburn on the 8th-of July, 1772. 

The refleftions ariſing from the caſe of theſe | 
men can but little deviate from thoſe we have made 
on that of former houſebreakers ; but we ſee that 
a copartnerſhip in iniquity is no bar to the in- 
evitable conſequences of guilt. Adſhead's confeſ- 
ſion of his crime amounted to little leſs than, an 
accuſation of his accomplice, ſince they were both 
taken into cuſtody almoſt immediately after the 
commiſhon of the fact. 

Upon conſideration of the whole matter, it will 
appear evident that nothing can ſo effectually ſecure 
our peace of mind, as a ſtrict adherence to the laws 


of 


1917 
nets, and a regular and conſtant attendance 
on the duties of religion, 


An Account of the Caſe of RoBERT Jones, who 
was tried for, and convicted of, the Crime of 
Sodomy; with ſome Particulars reſpecting his 
conditional Pardon. 


T is painful to recite a narrative of this kind, 
wherein it is almoſt impoſſible to avoid ſome 
little degree of indelicacy; - but our promiſe i in our 
advertiſements for this work renders it neceſſary 
for us to give an account of all thoſe trials which 
have been remarkable enough to engage the pars 
ticular attention of the public. 

At the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey in the 
month of July, 1772, Robert Jones was indicted 
for feloniouſly making an affault on Francis' Henry 
Hay, an infant of the age of thirteen years, and 
committing the crime mentioned at the head of 
this narrative. 7 
The evidence given on the trial (for we would 
be as conciſe in a tale of this kind as poſſible) was 
fimply this. That young Hay lived with his uacle, 

who was a jeweller in Parliament-ſtreet ; that the 
| priſoner, who uſed to deal at the ſhop, met him in 
St. Martin's-lane, and told him he had a buckle 
to mend; that he told him to come to his lodgings 
in St. Martin's-court ; 3 that the boy went more 
than once; that Jones actually perpetrated the 
fact for which he was indifted, and gave him ſome 
halfpence to keep the affair ſecret. - 


if 
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It appeared farther, in evidence, that the 
declined going to Mr. Jones's with a ſhirt · buekle 


which he had beſpoke, ſeeming to be aſhamed of 
what had formerly paſſed; and that the child was 
indiſpoſed in his health. 

This gave riſe to a ſuſpicion that ſomething im- 
proper had been tranſacted; the conſequence of 
which was, that Mr. Jones was taken into cuſtody, 
and brought to trial. 

The character of the boy, as far as we are able 
to judge, was very fair; the court repeatedly 
queſtioned his friends as to his veracity ; and they 
depoſed that he was accuſtomed to tell the truth. 

Mr. Jones called ſome witnefles to prove his at- 
tachment to women; and they depoſed, among other 
things in his favour, that they did not think him 
capable of- being guilty of ſuch a crime as was 
alledged againſt him; but that his character was of 
a very different complexion. 

The jury, however, gave credit to the evidence 
that had been adduced againſt the priſoner, and 
gave a verdict of guilty, in conſequence of which 
he received judgment of death. 

Mr. Jones was a lieutenant in the army, and ge- 
nerally known by the name of Capt. Jones. It 
would ſeem almoſt incredible to thoſe who may not 
remember the particulars of this caſe, if we were 
to mention how much it became the ſubject of 
public diſcuſſion. The news-papers were, for a 
time, crouded with an account of the affair of 
Capt. Jones. A letter or paragraph reprobated 
him one day as a devil; and on the next he was 
repreſented as a man of honour and a gentleman, 
Girls of the town publiſhed letters in his favour, 
which though, in a caſe of this kind, they could not 
>= be anſwered, . were ſeverely cenſured by writers 
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on the other fide of the queſtion. The conteſt; in 
ſhort, was 8 — violent; and, while ſome 
were moſt eagerly and daily ſeeking bis deſtruction, 
others were as eager to plead in his behalf. þ 
There is nothing in his trial that ſeems to militate 
in his favour, nor any thing to deſtroy the credibi- 
lity of the evidence againſt him. There ſeems not 
to have been any motive of malice in the proſecu- 
tion, nor any finiſter end to anſwer by the conviction 
of the culprit. —His proſecutors were perſons of 


reputation :—his jury was compoſed of men of 


honour and conſcience, and there can be no doubt 


but that they gave a verdict conformable to the oath 
that they had taken. 


Be all this as it may, the utmoſt intereſt was 
exerted in his favour ; and ſuch repreſentations were 
made to the King, that his Majeſty was pleaſed to 
grant him his pardon, on the condition of his tranſ- 
porting himſelf for the term of his natural life. 

In conſequence hereof he quitted Newgate pri- 
vately, and embarked for ſome foreign ſhore. 
What became of him afterwards we have never 
learnt, nor can the reader be ſolicitous to know. If 
he is alive and conſcious of his guilt, we hope he 
has had time to repent. At any rate the memory of 
himſelf and his crime ought to be buried in obli- 
VION. 

On this occaſion the words of the poet, with a 
flight alteration, may be properly applied: 


Periſh the wretches, whereſoe'er they're found, 
Who propagate this vice on Britiſh ground; 
A vice that, ſpite of ſenſe and reaſon, reigns, 
"a poiſons genial love, and manhood ſtains ! 
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The caſe of WII IIA Gxirrrrns, who was 
hanged for robbing the Reverend Dr. Dodd on 
the Highway near Tottenham court-road, with 


an Account of his Behaviour after Conviction, 
and of his Execution. | | 


HIS malefactor was a native of Shropſhire, 
and followed the buſineſs of huſbandry till 
he had attained his eighteenth year, when he en- 
gaged in a naval life, and remained near three years 
in the Eaſt Indies. The ſhip was paid off on his 
return to England; and Griffiths, receiving a conſi- 
derable ſum for wages, ſpent his money, as ſailots 
too generally do, in no very reputable company, 
at public houſes in Wapping, and adjacent parts. 
By his connexions with men and women of 
abandoned character, his money was ſoon ſpent, 
and he began to think of going to ſea for a ſupply; 
and happy might it have been for him if he had 
done ſo: but David Evans and Timothy Johnſon, 
two of his newly-acquired affociates, and men of 
very abandoned character, adviſed him to be con- 
cerned with them in committing robberies on the 
highway; and this triple aſſociation of thieves did 


actually commit a variety of depredations on the 


public, treating thoſe they attacked with great in- 
humanity, but never obtaining any thing confider- 
able by their lawleſs purſuits. 7 

One of their robberies was the following. Hav- 
ing ſtrolled into the fields in the neighbourhood of 
London, they wandered about till near eight 
o'clock in the evening, when they ſtopped a ſingle- 
horſe chaiſe, in which were a Mrs. Conſtable, the 
wife of a ſurgeon of Highgate, and her ſervant- 

Vor. V. 4 maid. 


44. 


11 

maid. Mrs. Conſtable was driving the chaiſe ; and 
the robbers had no ſooner ordered them to ſtop, 
than one of them fired a piſtol, rhe ball from which 
touched the cloaths of the parties, but did not do 
any farther miſchief. Mrs. Conſtable was greatly 
terrified, and gave them what money ſhe had in her 
purſe ; but, not content with this, they ſearched 
her pockets, and took out ſome other articles; but 
a carriage coming up at the time, they ran off with 
the utmoſt precipitation. 

They were taken into cnſtody for this offence 
within a very few days, and conducted to Sir John 
Ficlding's office in Bow-ſtreet, where Evans was 
admitre*'! an evidence againſt his accomplices. He 
de poſed poſitively to the fact, and figned the in- 
formation which he had given againſt them; yet 
when they were brought to trial at the enſuing 
ſeſſions at the Old Biiley, he abſolutely denied all 
tk ar he had previoufly aſſerted, declaring that nei- 
ther Johnſon nor Griffiths were in his company at 
the time of the commiſſion of the robbery. 

On this teſtimony it was abſolutely neceſſary for 
the jury to acquit the priſoners; but Evans was 
told rom the Bench, that he had behaved in a moſt 
ſcandalous manner, and was ordered back to New- 
gate, to take his trial for per jury. 

. Gritaths had no ſooner experienced this narrow 
eſcape from the moſt ignominious death, than he 
returned to the company of ſeveral of his old ac- 
quaintance, who uſed to aſſemble at a houſe of 
ill fame in Tothill-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, and ſoon 
had again recourſe to the highway, for a ſupply of 
money to ſupport Dis extravagances. 

His reign, however, was now very ſhort, for he 
ſoon committed the fact which terminated in an ig- 
nominious death, of which we ſhall proceed to re- 
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late the particulars. The Rev. Dr. Dodd * and 
his lady were returning from a viſit they had been 
making to a gentleman at St. Alban's, but were 
detained on the way at Barnet, becauſe a poſt- 
Chaiſe could not be immediately procured. | 

Night was haſtily approaching when they left 
Barnet; but they proceeded unmoleſted till they 
came near the turnpike at the extremity of Totten- 
ham-court-road, when three men called to the 
driver of the carriage, and threatened his inſtant 
deſtruction if he did not ſtop. The poſt-boy did not 
heſitate to obey ſuch a ſummons ; but no ſooner was 
the carriage ſtopped than a piſtol was fired, the 


ball from which went through the front glaſs of 


the chaiſe ; but did not take any effect to the injury 
of the parties in it, though it terrified them in a very 
high degree, as they apprehended that the wit 
fatal conſequences might enſue. 

While the Doctor was waiting at Barnet for the 
chaiſe, it occurred to him that there might be dan- 
ger on the road; whereupon he concealed moſt of 
his money, except two guineas which he put in his 
purſe, with a bill of exchange. 

Soon after the piſtol was fired, Griffiths opened 
the door of the chaiſe ; on which the Doctor begged 
him to behave with civility, on account of the pre- 
ſence of the lady. He then delivered the purſe, 
with its contents, and. likewiſe gave the robber 
ſome looſe filver. Griffiths, havipg received the 
booty, decamped with the utmoſt precipitation. 

Dr. Dodd loſt no time in repairing to Sir John 
Ficlding's office, where he and his lady gave fo 
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D * Our readers will ee, in the courſe of this work, that Dr. 
id himſelf was tricd and executed for forgery's a crime little 
to nave been apprehended * a gentleman of 
2 | 


profeſſion ! 
full 
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full a deſcription of the perſon of the principal 
tobber, that it was eaſily conjectured that Griffiths 
muſt have been the party; but who had been his 
aſſociates in the buſineſs has never yet tranſpired. 
In conſequence of this information, Griffiths was 
ſoon taken into cuſtody; but on his examination 
before Sir John Fielding, Dr. Dodd heſitated to 
ſwear poſitively to his perſon ; but Mrs. Dodd, 
who had regarded him with more attention, poſi- 
tively declared on oath that he was the perſon who 
had committed the robber. 
Hereupon the magiſtrate committed Griffiths to 
Newgate, and a bill of indictment being found 
againſt him by the grand, jury, he was called 
down to trial at the next ſeſſions at the Old Bailey, 
when the following was the ſubſtance of the evi- 
dence againſt him. 
Dr. Dodd declared, that it was with great re- 
luctance he came into a court of juſtice on ſuch an 
occaſion, which he ſaid he would not have done, 
if the robbery had not been attended with circum- 
ſtances of an aggravating kind ; but that the firing 
of the piſtol was a crime of ſo horrid a nature, 
that his regard to the ſafety of others had induced 
him to commence a proſecution ſo abhorrent to the 
feelings of his own mind; but the Doctor would 
not ſwear to the 1dentity of the priſoner's perſon. 
On the contrary, Mrs. Dodd ſwore that he was 
the actual perſon that had committed the robbery ; 
.and declared that he had confeſſed his guilt when 
before Sir John Fielding. This evidence was deem- 
ed fo concluſive, that the jury did not heſitate to 
find him guilty, in conſequence of which he te- 
_ ceived ſentence of death. 
After conviction he behaved for ſome time in 
ſuch a manner as was by no means proper for his 
melancholy 
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melancholy ſituation; and he refuſed to attend di- 


the warrant for his execution, his conduct appeared 


to be totally changed, and he wept almoſt inceſ- 


ſantly. He acknowledged the utmoſt readineſs to 
liſten to the inſtructions of the Ordinary of New- 
gate, and made a ready confeſſion of many robbe- 
ries in which he had been concerned, owning that 
he had been long deſerving of the dreadfal fate 
that then awaited him. - | 
Among other things which he confeſſed was, 
that he was the perſon who fired the piſtol at Mrs. 
Conſtable ; and that he prevailed on a woman of 
his acquaintance to perſuade Evans to take a falfe 
oath on the trial, the conſequence of which was 
the acquittal of himſelf and Johnſon. 
Hie owned that his attachment to the company 
of women of abandoned character contributed in 
a great degree to his deſtruction, as his extrava- 
gance in the ſupport of them induced him to think 
of having recourſe to the highway for a ſupply, 
the conſequence of which would be an ignomini- 
ous death. | 


vine ſervice in the chapel : but after the arrival of 


The reſt of his behaviour was by no means in- 


conſiſtent with his calamitous ſituation ; and the 


ordinary of Newgate, conceiving that he was a 


ſincere penitent, did not heſitate to adminiſter to 


him the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper. 


When the fatal day of execution arrived, he 


attended ſervice in the chapel of Newgate, where 


his behaviour was ſuch as to juſtify the ideas that 
had been formed of the ſincerity of his repentance. 


Being brought down into the preſs-yard, his irons 
were knocked off, and he was put into the art 
to be conveyed to the fatal tree, on which occaſion 

he wept, as penetrated with the utmoſt contrition 
6 for 
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him as they could have wiſhed; and his father dy- 


* F 
for his paſt'crimes ; and at the place of execution 
he cautioned the attending multitude in general, 
and youth in particular, to take warning by his 
unhappy fate. | 3 

William Griffiths was hanged at Tyburn on the 
20th of January, 1773. 

In the caſe of this malefactor we plainly ſe the 
fatal conſequences of an attachment to bad com- 
pany, which naturally leads to ignominy, deſtruc- 
tion, and death. The man, who can harden: his 
mind fo far as to fire a piſtol at an unoffending 
traveller, is not deſerving of any pity. '* 
Dr. Dodd's tender caution in heſitating to 


| ſwear to the priſoner furniſhes a proof of the hu- 


manity of his mind. Indeed he was a man of hu- 
mane feelings, notwithſtanding what happened af- 


terwards to tarniſh his own character. He was the 


patron of charities public and private : but this 
will more fully appear hereafter, when we come 


to treat of his own melancholy ſtory. | 
From all that has been ſaid let us remember that 


puniſhment is the natural conſequence of vice, and 


that the only ſure path to happineſs is through 
the road of virtue. a 
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Narrative of the Caſe of Joszen Coor ER, who 


was hanged for Houſebreaking; with ſome Par- 
ticulars of his Behaviour after Conviction, and 
at the Time of Execution. | 


7 ä HTS male factor was the ſon of honeſt but 


poor parents, who were unable to educate 


ing 


N 
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al kindneis, and ſo generous was his behaviour 
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ing before he was ſeven years of age, his mother, 
who was a poor waſherwoman, was left the ſole 


protector of him in the helpleſs ſtate of infancy. 
The mother procured his admiſſion into a chari- 
ty-ſchool, where he conpinued till he was fourteen 


* of age, when Mr. Beaumont, a capital cut- 


in Redcroſs - ſtreet, took him as an appren- 


tice, in mere compaſſion to his deſtitute ſiruation of 
life. 


Mr. Beaumont was a man in a very extenſive | 
way of buſineſs ; ſo that the youth had an oppor 
tunity of becoming a compleat maſter of his pro- 


feffion; and ſuch was his diligence and good be- 


haviour for a conſiderable time, that perhaps no 
lad in ſuch a ſituation as he was ever acquired a 
better character, or was more eſteemed by the 
neighbours and others who had connexions with 
his maſter, 


Mr. Beaumont, dbſerving his diligent and . 


ing behaviour, treated him with the utmoſt k ind- 


neſs, with a view to inſpire him with a reſolution 


of continuing in the practice of that duty which 


was fo likely to be productive of his preſent and 


future happineſs. 


Unhappily, however, for Cooper; this — 
treatment had not its deſired effect, as will be- ſeen 
in the ſequel of this ſtory ; yet he ſerved out his 
apprenticeſhip with fidelity, and afterwards lived 
ſome time with his maſter as a journeyman. Mr. 
Beaumont ſtill continued to treat him with his uſu- 


towards him, that the leaſt attention to his oun 
intereſt would moſt probably have preterved him 


from ruin, and enabled him to have _ hs; 
creditable figure in lite, Py 
' ns 
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Unhappily for himſelf, Cooper. got: acquainted 
with a number of young Fellows of Sg cha- 
racer, who: frequented a public-houſe in Golden- 
lane, where they ſpent their time in. ſcenes of 
riot and diſſipation, . equally. calculated to deſtroy | 
their health of body and peace of mind. _ 

Cooper's former principles of virtue were all 
uphinged:by an affgciation with ſuch obnoxious 
companions, and his mind was foon contaminated 
with.ideas. that led with rapid and certain Progreſs 
to his deftruftion; _. 
At length, through the inſtigation of his compa- 
nions, he frequented houſes of ill fame; which intro- 
duced, him to the comp any of women of abandoned 
character, one of whom he became intimately ac- 
quainted with, and cohabited with her at a houſe 
of infamous character in Denmark - court in the 
Strand. | 

In a coonerfation between Cooper and his girl, 
the latter adviſed him to rob his late maſter, as the 
rteadieſt way to raiſe a ſupply to ſupport their pre- 
ſent extravagance; and this ſcheme was thought 
the more practicable, as Cooper, having lived _ 
ral years in the houſe, knew all the avenues to it, 
and every part of which he was well acquainted | 


with. 
at firſt appeared to be ſhocked at the ſim- 
ple idea of ſo baccly injuring a man who had pro- 
tected him in the early part of life, and had, on all 
occaſions, proved bimſelt ſuch a diſintereſted friend: 
and he afually, for ſome time, refuſed to have any 
concern in ſuch an ungenerous tranſaction: at length 
the arguments of the girl prevailed, and he reſolved 
on the commiſſion of the crime which terminated 1 in 
his deſtruction. I: I 
t 
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12 5 Mir. ü en cuſtom to ſpend his even- 
ing at a public houſe in Old-ſtreet z and on his 
return home he carefully locked his doors, and ob- 
ſerved that every other place of poſſible entrance 
was made faſt, in order to prevent the admiſſion 7 
robbers: yet his vigilance proved fruitleſs ; for 
Cooper, whom of all men he would have leaſt ſuſ- 
peed, proved the ungenerous infringer on the pro- 
perty o& his benefactor. 
Mr. Beaumont having ſeen his houſe ſecure one 
night, retired to reſt; but about two on the fol- 
lowing morning he was awakened by a noiſe that 
— to _ from the trampling of feet on the 
airs. 
Terrified in a bigh degree by this unexpetted 
viſit, he was for ſome time © afraid of venturing out 
of his bed; but at length, hearing that ſome per- 
ſon had gone out of his chamber, and ſhut the 
door, he 80 up, and diſcovered that his bureau had 
been broken open, and a hundred guineas ſtolen 
from it. He likewiſe obſerved that the lock of the 
chamber -door, and the chain which confined it, had 
been forced open by means of a chiſſel. 
As it was preſumed that the perſon who had 
committed the robbery could not be at any great 
diſtance, Mr. Beaumont alarmed the watchmen, Who 
made an immediate purſuit ; and though they did 
not overtake the robber, they preſumed that they 
were near him, from bearing the trampling of feet 
haſtily moving in the ſtreet, as thoſe of a perinn 
flying from a purſuer. 
The circumſtances attending this robbery . 

it almoſt evident that the perſon who committed it 
muſt haye been intimately acquainted with the ave- 
nues of the houſe ; and Mr. Beaumont was induced "i 


to ſuſpe that Cooper o Was the thief, from —_— 
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had * lately beard of the abandoned could Þ of 
like. 
Hlereupon Mr. W * for a conſtable, 
and at ſeven o'clock the following morning Cooper 
was taken into cuſtody at the houſe where he re- 
ſided in Denmark - court in the Strand. | 

He at firſt denied having had any concern in the 
robbery, but being conveyed to his maſter's houſe, 
the preciſe money loſt, except one guinea, was 
found on, him. Mr. Beaumont ſent for a neigh- 
bour, named Dyſon, to adviſe with him how to act, 
and expreſſed, with tears, his averſion to the chought 
of proſecuting him. 
Mr. Dyſon told him it would be unſafe to diſ- 
charge him; on which he was conveyed to the 
Comprer, and on his examination before the fitting 
alderman fuch ſtrong evidence of his guilt appear- 
ed, that he was committed to Newgate, for trial at 
the next Old Bailey ſeffions. | 
Qn his trial the maſter depoſed againſt him with 
the moſt generous reluftance, and begged that, if ir 
were poſiible, his puniſhment might be mitigated to 
any thing ſhort of that of death. Cooper, by way 
of defence, recounted an abſurd tale, hinting that 
the proſecution was undertaken from revengeful 
motives, on account of a quarrel which had takeu 
place when he quitted Mr. Beaumont's ſervice. 

After a fair and candid trial the jury brought in 
a verdict of guilty, but joined in recommending him 
as an object of the royal clemency ; - and Mr. Beau- 
mont ſigned a petition in behalf of the wretched 
convict; but, after the report was made to the king, 
he vas · included among thoſe who were ordered for 
execution. 

A confinement in the cells of Newgate brought 


this rr youth to a due conſideration of the 
enormity 
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enormity of his crime, of which he appeared ſin- 
cerely to repent, and confeſſed the juſtice of his 


ſentence to the clergyman who; rde him in his 
devotions. 


He behaved in the moſt contrite manner at the 
fatal tree, where he again confeſſed that he had 
merited that public and ignominious death which 
the law had awarded for his crimes. 4 
Joſeph Cooper was hanged at Tyburn on the 
zoth of June, 1773. 

In the fate KA this malefactor we ſee the juſt 
puniſhment due to the crime of ingratitude. The 
robbing a maſter, who had treated him with ſuch 
unuſual kindneſs, was a proof that an affoication 
with bad company wilt ſo corrupt the mind, as to 
make it capable of the deepeſt baſeneſs. 
Hence, then, young people ſhould learn to ab- 
| ſtain from all evil aflociations, and to connect them- 
ſelves. only with the ſober, the virtuous, the reli- 
gious; and they may be aſſured that peace of mind 
will follow this conduct. 


A full Relation of the Life, Trial, Behaviour, and 


Execution, of Joux LENRARp, who was hanged 
for commirting the horrid Crime of a Rape. 


__— —_ 


HIS offender was one of the. loweſt and ne £ 
abandoned of the human race. He had been 
taught to read and write, which was all his educa- 
tion; but was too idle to think of any reputable 

employment, and even from his childhood diſcovered 
the moſt brutal and barbarous diſpoſition. | 


> ns Having 


fl 


2 - TT > * 
E * had - 4 
= 8 * 5 Oo 
N ” - #0 * 6 * 
* K . 
* « 1 pie. * 

* - - A 

- . 
2 F ok Www 

- 


6 
_ Having a low, as well as a moſt fayage turn of 
mind, he made hitnfelf acquainted with ſotme Bai, 
lifs, who uſed to employ him to ſeize the goods of 


unfortunate people who were indebted in triſtitg 


ſums; and in this capacity he gave ſuch ſingular 
proofs of hardneſs of heart, that an officer of the 
Marſhalſea court employed him as his follower. 
In this ſtation he was ſo exceedingly vigilant, 
active, and penetrating, that it was almoſt impoſſ- 
ble for any man who had a writ out apainſt kim ts | 
eſcape him. He uſed to dreſs himfelf in a variety 
of diſguiſes, to carry on his ſchemes, and ſeldom 
_ to render the unfortunate ſtill more miſer- 
Loennard's employer was a native of Dumfries in 
Scotland, and carried a pack of linen round the 
country for many years; but being greatly involv- 


ed in debt to ſeveral linen-drapers, he was arreſted, 


and lodged in the Marſhalſea priſon, whence he ob- 
rained his liberty under an act of inſolvency, after 


which he commenced the very reputable profeffion 


of a Marſhal's- court officer. 

If he wanted a villain to affiſt him in his buſineſs, 
he could not have made choice of one more com- 
plete than Lennard, whoſe heart was formed of the 
moſt flinty materials, and whoſe head was as keen 
to conttive, as his hand ready to execute. A proof 
of the truth of this aſſertion will ariſe from the fol- 


lowing horrid narrative. 


* 


At Reading in Berkſhire lived a tradeſman, who 
had been ſo unfortunate in his commercial connex- 
ons, that for two years together he ſecreted him- 
ſelf in his own houſe; Sundays excepted. -This un- 


happy man had ſeven children, and his wife attended 


the ſhop, to ſupport the infants ; while the huſband 


anxiouſly waited the arrival of a friend who had 


made 


5 

nude 2 large fortune in the Eaſt Indies, and who, 
he made no doubt, would affiſt him with rhoney to 
diſcharge his juſt obligations to bis creditors. — 
At this time the unhappy tradeſman had a womaa 
ſervant, who had heretofore lived in a ſcandalous 

intimacy with the bailiff and his follower. This 
woman informed her old affociates what ſhe had 
learnt of the Eaſt India ſtory ; on which Lennard 
formed a ſcheme that would ever mark his character 
with infamy, if that had been his only violation of 
the laws of humanity. 


I The bailiff had no conception that any advantage 
could be made of the baſe woman's intelligence; 
but Lennard, begging that the matter might be left 

to him, went to Reading, and ſending for the wo- 

man, told her that his deſign was to return to Lon- 
don, and ſend her maſter a letter in a fictitious name, 
informing him that his friend was returned from the 

Eaſt Indies, and wiſhed to fee him. 

On his return, the creditors were told that the 
tradeſman might be arreſted; on which a writ was 
taken out, and delivered to.the bailiffs ; and a letter 
was written, informing the tradefman that his friend 
was returned to England, and, having learnt that his 
circumſtances were embarraſſed, would ſend a gen- 
tleman to meet him at Hammerſmith, and attend him 
to London in all poſhble privacy. . 
The devoted victim to this infernal plan, unſuſ- 
picious of what might happen, took place in the 
coach; and when it came to Hammerſmith, Lennard 
aud his maſter were in waiting, and told him they 
attended him at the requeſt of his friend, who was 
rerurned to Sed ver very rich ; and there being 


- room for them, they got i into the coach, and drove 
to Piccadilly. | | 
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Lennard now deſired the coachman to ſtop while 
_ they drank a glaſs of wine; and inviting the tradeſ- 
man into a wublic houſe, they preſented their writ, 
and conveyed their priſoner to a n near 
Covent-garden. 

The dexterity of Lennard now became the gene- 
ral ſubject of 6 and praiſe among the 


bailiffs of London and Weſtminſter; and the villain 


who contrived the plan was extolled as the molt in- 
genious of his profeſſion. His fame now ſpread at 
a rapid rate; and he ſoon afterwards engaged as 
follower to an officer under the ſheriff of Middle- 
ſex, who had been a linen-draper in Piccadilly, but 


| had failed in trade. Lennard now got conſiderable 


ſums of money by his rapacity and extortion ; but 


he was no ſooner in poſſeſſion of it, than he ſpent 
bis ill. acquired gains among women of the town, 


two of whom he contributed greatly to ſupport :— 
but we come now to ſpeak of the atrocious crime 
which brought, him to a ſhameful end. 

An execution having been ſerved on the goods 


of Mr. Brailsford, a gentleman in Petty-France, 


Weſtminſter, Lennard, and two other fellows, 
named Guy-and Groves, were put into poſſeſſion. 


This execution was ſerved on the 14th of June, | 
#773, and on the following day the crime was per- 


petrated. 
Miſs Anne Boſs, a young lady of virtue and 
prudence, lodged in Mr. Brailsford's houſe ; and 


when his misfortunes came on, that gentleman left 


his children in the care of the young lady. 


Miſs Boſs going up ſtairs to dreſs herſelf, in or- 
der to pay a viſit to a lady in the neighbourhood, 
the was followed by Lennard, whom ſhe was 


aſtoniſhed to ſee enter 1 chamber, where he per- 
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— che rape, with every eireumſtance of hor- 
rid aggravation. 

In the interim ſhe. alarmed the neighbourhood ; 
but Lennard having by this time left her, ſhe went 
down into the yard, where ſhe fainted away, and 
continued ſome time in a ſtate of inſenſibility. 
Some of the neighbours now came to the door, 
and inſiſted on being admitted; but Lennard drew . 
a ſword, and threatened inſtant deſtruction to the 
firſt who ſhould preſume to enter. f 

A foreign gentleman who lodged at the next 
houſe, having obſerved the unhappy fituation of 
Miſs Boſs, recommended an immediate application 
to a Magiſtrate ; but, as the hour grew late, it was 
reſolved to wait till the morning before ny ſuch 
ſtep ſhould be taken *. S , 

In the interim Ar- Honſemen of Berkhamſtead. 

an acquaintance of Mr. Brailsford, being in London, 
went to the houſe of his friend, late on the fame 
night; where finding Lennard in poſſeſſion of the 
effects, he begged to ſpeak with Miſs Boſs ; but 
the villain kicked him out of the houſe, inſtead of 
complying with his requeſt. 
On the following morning the + ene ap- 
plied to Sir John Fielding, who immediately ſent 
ſeveral conſtables to take into cuſtody the thres 
men in the poſſeſſion of the houſe. - 
Being conveyed to Bow-ſtreet, Miſs Boſs gave 
poſitive teſtmony againſt Lennard for the rape, 
on which he and his Companions were committed 
to Newgate. 


— 88 
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* It was ſtrange chat any heftation ſhould be made 
ing the hour in a caſe of this nature. Any hour of the night 
would have been equal at Bow-ftreet, and immediate ſteps would- 
have been taken to ſecure the offender. * 

| : 
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At the near faflions at the Old Bailey Lenhard 
was capitally convicted, and received — | 


death ; and Guy and Groves, being found guilty of 


2 miſdemeanour, were adjudged to be burnt in the 
hand and impriſoned. 


Lennard's behaviour after conviction was inſenſi- 
ble and brutal in a high degree; nor could he be 
induced to perform any office of religion, notwith- 
ſtanding his deplorable fituation : nor at the place 
of death was his behaviour more becoming ; he 
died as little lamented as perhaps any one that 
ever ſuffered at the fatal tree. 

John Lennard was hanged at Tyburn on the 
32th of Auguſt, 1773. 

| _ is a common ſaying, when a man is known for 
n egregious villain, that hanging is too good 


4 for him; and furely if this could ever be ap- 


not ſeem to think ſo; for they made a ſubſcription 


for his funeral ; whereas his p Hon ought to have 
been 


with truth, it muſt have been to this male- 
: yet his brethren of the order of bailiffs did 


given to the fowls of the air. 

The life of this man ſeems to have been one 
chain of guilt from the cradle to the gallows : but 
it is time to have done with ſo execrable a ſubject; 
and we truſt it cannot be neceſſary to warn any one 


from following his example; a dreadful * 


to * and e £ times! 
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A Particular Account of the Caſe of WiLLiam 
FitLD, otherwiſe GaEEN, who was hanged 
for a Highway-robbery, after a long Reign of 
Iniquity. 


HIS malefactor was an accomplice of the 
KF notorious Hawke the highwayman, of whom 
we ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak in the courſe of 
this work. 
Field went by a variety of names, ſo that it 
would be difficult to diſtinguiſh which. was the 
true one; but this is the name by which he was 
examined at Bow-ſtreet, tried, and convicted. 

Not having learnt any trade, he entered into 
the ſervice of a gentleman, with whom he lived 
three years, but was at length diſcharged, on ac- 
count of his character: however, he ſoon got a 
new place on a falſe recommendation; but his ex- 
travagance and ill hours induced“ this maſter like- 
wiſe to diſcharge him. # 
Being reduced to great poverty, the conſe- 
quence of his. vices, he reſolved on commencing 
highwayman; and, having hired horſes at livery 
ſtables, he committed ſuch a variety of robberies, 
that he ſoon became the ſubject of public conver- 
ſation. N Wh 

The money he acquired by his lawleſs depreda- 
tions he ſquandered among men and women of 
abandoned character; but at length he was fought 
after by the officers of juſtice, who carried him 
before a magiſtrate, by whom he was committed 
to Newgate © 

He was tried at the next ſeſſions at the Old 
Bailey: when the proſecutor gave his teſtimony 
Vor. V. __ againſt 


4 
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againſt him in ſo favourable a manner, that though 
the jury found him guilty, they recommended him 
to the royal mercy. The conſequence was, that he 
was reptieved for tranſportation in the year 1770. 
On his arrival in North America he was fold to 
flavery ; but, ſoon finding means to. eſcape with 
other ſlaves to New York, they embarked on board 
a veſſel bound for Pool, and landed in England. 

Field —_—y to London engaged with Hawke 
in the practice of robbing on the highway; and 
making large booties, he aſſumed the character of 
à gentleman; and courting a girl who lived ſer- 
vant with a man of fortune, ſhe conſented to ac- 
cept him for a huſband. 
For ſome months after his marriage, he com- 
mitted highway-robberies about twice a week ; but 
his wife had no ſuſpicion of the life he led, con- 
ceiving him to be a man in good circumſtances.” 
It is ſaid that in five months he collected ten 

thouſand pounds, in Bills of exchange and caſh ; 
but this we believe is beyond the truth; though 
he frequently committed four or five robberies on 
a- night, ſometimes on Finchley Common, and of- 
ten on Shooter's-hill, Blackheath, and other places 
in that neighbourhood ; till being cloſely purſued, 
he effected a difficult eſcape to town. After this 
he frequented Putney-common and its adjacencies, 
whencE he brought conſiderable booties ro Lon- 
don. | 
| Field, Hawke, and another, having robbed ſome 
coaches, dined and made merry at a public houſe 
at Barnes; and ſtaying till it was near night, they 
croſſed Kew bridge, and went to Acton, where they 
Nept, being afraid of coming to London. 
Notice having been given at Sit John Fielding's 
office, perſons were ſent out on different roads, and 


the 
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the offenders Wis, taken were conveyed, hatd- 
_ cuffed, ro Tothill-fields bridewell. On a 1 — 


day they were examined, and a great number of 

robberies being ſworn againſt Hawke and Field, 

they were remanded to priſon, whence the former 
made his eſcape in a few days. 

Though Field had returned from tranſportation, 
it was thought proper to indict him at the Surry 
aſhzes for the ſubſequent robberies ; when he would 
| have pleaded guilty, but Lord Chief Baron Smythe 
e N adviſed him to put himſelf on his trial ; and when 
the jury had given a verdi& againſt him, the judge 
pronounced ſentence, after addrefling him in the 


moſt pathetic manner. ** 
Being conveyed to the New-gaol in Southwark, 
he was attended by the "rake Mr. Dyer, to 
whom he acknowledged that the robberies he had 
been charged with were far ſhort of thoſe he had 
committed, and he appeared very penitent for his 
crimes. At the place of his death he warned young 
people to avoid bad company, as it was the certain 
road to deſtruction. 
William Field was hanged at Kennington Com- 
mon on the 1ſt of September, 1773. - 
The fate of this offender ſhould ſerve as a leſſon | 
of caution to gentlemen's ſervants. He loſt two 
Places through the badneſs of his character; and 
being reduced to poverty, he was tempted to turn. 
highwayman. His ſucceſs for awhile was extraor- 
dinary; but this led him, with only the greater 
rapidity, to the gallows. Nothing more need be 


ſaid on this ſubject; this wretched man broughr 
deſtruction on his own head ! 
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The remarkable Caſe of Lieutenant General WII- 
LIAM GANSEL, Who was tried at the Old Bailey 
for feloniouſly firing a Piſtol at Jous Hype, a 
Sheriff's Officer, while attempting to arreſt him 
under the Authority of a Special Capias. 


YN ENERAL GANSEL having greatly 
impaired his fortune by a life of gaiety, had 
been ſeveral years under great pecuniary embar- 
raſſments, from which he was uſing his utmoſt en- 
deavours to extricate himſelf at the time when the 
tranſaction happened which gave riſe to the trial, 
of which it is our preſent buſineſs to relate the 
particulars. 
In the forenoon of the 26th of Auguſt, 1773, 
Mr. Lee, an eminent ſurgeon, applied ro John 
Hyde to arreſt General Ganſel for a debt of an 
hundred and thirty-four pounds. They went to 
the proper office, and obtained a ſpecial capias ; 
after which the officer applied to bis brother, 
Thomas Hyde, Henry Feltus, William Sleigh, and 
Richard Reeves, to aſſiſt in the intended capture. 
Between two and three in the afternoon Mr. Lee 
met the bailiff and his aſſiſtants, and, accompanied 
by John Hyde, went to the houſe of Mr. Mayo, in 
. Craven-ſtreet, Strand, the other men being ap- 


2 pointed to wait at ſome diſtance. The ſtreet door 


being open, they went into the parlour, and Mr. 
Lee aſked Mrs. Mayo whether General Ganſel 
lodged in her houſe. Being anſwered in the affir- 
mative, Hyde went into the ſtreet, and having beck- 
oned for his companions to come up, attempted to 

rowards the general's apartments ; but on the 
fairs he was oppoſed by two boys, who were bro- 
chers, and ſervants to the general. At this time the 
4 | other 


| L 15 1 
other bailiffs entered the paſſage, and John Hyde 
having ſtruck a knife from the hand of one of the 
boys with a walking-ſtick, and thrown it out of the 
window, he and his brother were ſoon overpowered 
and bolted in the yard. 133 | 
John Hyde depoſed, that, when the boys were in 
the yard, he proceeded towards the ſecond floor, ant 
obſerving the general, with whoſe perſon he was well 
acquainted, upon the landing-place, haſtened to- 
wards him, and placed his knee between the cham- 
ber-door and the wainſcot, and endeavoured to force. 
into the room, when the general diſcharged a piſtol, 
the ball from which paſſed through the upper pan- 
nel of the dooy towards the hinge, and ſtruck the- 
wainſcot on the ſtair-caſe ; that he then got into the 
room, and, clapping the general on the ſhoulder, 
ſaid, © Sir, you are my priſoner ;” when the gene- 
ral, with his left arm over his right ſhoulder, pointed 
another piſtol at his face; but that by ſuddenly 
ſtooping his head, he fortunately eſcaped the ball, 
which paſſed through the hat of Henry Feltus; 
that the general was then with much difficulty forced 
down ſtairs, and put into a hackney coach, which 
conveyed him to a lock-up houſe kept by a ſheriff's 
officer, named Armſtrong, whence he was foon af- 
terwards removed to Newgate. 1 
Feltus produced the hat throngh which the ball 
of the ſecond piſtol had paſſed: but neither his 
evidence not that of Thomas Hyde, Sleigh, or 
Reeves, materially differed from that of the firſt 
witneſs. | | : 
The general ſaid, that though he was not wholly 
unuſed to ſpeak in public, his ill ſtate of health 
and other circumſtances had given riſe to an appre- 
henſion that he might be incapable on the prefent 
occaſion to do juſtice to his cauſe in an extempore 
- - addreſs, 


([ 1286 J 
Aeg Li he had therefore reduced his defence 


to Writi 

1 1 152 then read the defence, which, among other 
matters, ſer forth, that being informed by his ſer- 

. vants, Henry and James, — the houſe was ſur- 

rounded by armed ruffans, and preſently after 


hearing a violent uproar at the head of the ſtairs, 
he locked himſelf into his chamber, againſt the 
door of which he placed an elbow-chair, and the 
uproar encreaſing, he fired off a piſtol pointed io 
the upper part of the door, with a view of deter- 


ring the ilants, who ſoon broke into the room, 
the forcin 15 the door throwing him down, and the 
ſecond piſtol going off without deſign, while he was 


falliog. "He ſaid that, from a peruſal of Blackſtone's 
Commentaries, he was taught to believe that an 
Epgliſhman's houſe is his caſtle, and that a room 
Hired for a certain time was to be conſidered as his 
caſtle; that he paid for his apartments by the 
year ; and that 4 had occupied them eight and 
thirty. years, ſixteen years of which Mr. Mayo had 
been his landlord ; : and that he conceived he had 
an undoubted right of defending himſelf in his own 
habitation. In = courſe of his addreſs the priſo- 
ner mentioned ſeveral perſons whom he deßred 
might be examined on his behalf. | 
| 3 witneſſes ſwore that the bolt of the lock 
onging to the general's chamber-dogr had been 
ſtrained, and the ſcrews of the receiver of the bolt 
forced: ous of the wood ; and they likewiſe depoſed 
that, from a very particular examination, they were 
- confident the ball muſt have took a different direc- 
tion, had the piſtol been fired when the door was 
open, adding that, when the door was open any 
- three inches, they perceived that the impre 
— 1 the ball on the wainſcot of the ine-caſe 
Was 


tw) 


was not nearly in a right life with the hole in the 


pannel in the door, but that when the door was 


perfectly cloſed there was an exact 


ndence 
berween the hole through which the ball 


paſſed 


and the mark where it afterwards ftruck the wain- | 


ſcot. 
Mrs. Mayo ſwote, that from the time the tranſ- 
action happened the premiſes had not been ſeen by 


any perſon but in her preſence, and that no altera- 


tions whatever had been made. 


The above is a faithful abſtract of the evidence 
adduced for and againſt the priſoner on an indict- 


ment for feloniouſly ſhooting *at John Hyde; the 
firſt count charging him with firing off a piſtol held 


in his right, and the ſecond with firing at the ſame a 


man another piſtol held in his left hand. After the 


jury had remained out of court ſome time, they 


brought in their verdict, “ not guilty.” 


The general was arraigned on two other indict- 
ments; one for feloniouſly ſhooting at Thomas 
Hyde; and the other for felonioufly ſhooting alt 


Henry Feltus : but the counſel for the proſecution 


informed the court, that as the general was ac- 
46 | 


6 ing on the two laſt indictments.” 


- 


General Ganſel was tried at the ſeffions houſe in 


the Old Bailey on Wedneſday the 8th of Septem- 
ber, 1773. | * 


deciſion of the court would have been, Whether 
the law would juſtify a man in oppoſing a fonible 


entry into his place of habitation, and how far the 
character, office, and authority of the affailants were 


to be conſidered in mitigation of a- violent attack: 


but the queſtion took a turn very different from. 


what was expected. | 


quitted on the merits, he ſhould waive proceed- 


It was imagined that the principal matter for the 


L 
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Tho, erjdence of John Hyde an his aſſociates J 
ſyr ſorth, that the door was partly open when the f 
ur but the contrary appeared from the 
poſizions of other witneſſes. It does not ſeem that 
the firſt piſtol was pointed immediately at any per- 
ſon; for the bole i in the dogr was conſiderably | 
higher than the head of the talleſt man; and it is 
very probable that the ſecond piſtol went off while 
the was falling. Thus the matter ſeems to 
have been underſtood by the jury. 

Nothing but the laſt extremity of danger can 
juſtify the uſe. of fire-arms, or other deſperate 
weapons. There is ſomething extremely ſhocking 
in the idea of taking away the life of a fellow- 
creature, when he is unprepared for eternity, 

Let our readers remember, that if it ſhould prove 
their misfortune to labour under injury and — 
ſion, the moſt eligible means of obtaining redreſs 


j ; F wilt be by an application to the legiſlative power. 


N | | T 
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- Genuine Memoirs of the famous WI LLIAM Cax, 
wo was executed for ſtealing Bank Notes and 
Cath to the Amount of more than four hundred 
| Pounds, the Property. of Mr. Joan KzxD IIc. 


F "HE father of che unfortunate youth, who is 
the ſubjeR of this narrative, was a ribbon- 
and hved in Holywell-lane, near Shoreditch. 
8 E other was eſteemed honeſt and induſtrious, 
was conſidered as the only 
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perſon of the family - 

deſerving that charafter. Ar a very early time f 

_ life young Cox was initiated i into the arts of thiey. * 
ing by his own father, who was in America, under + 
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ſentence of tranſportation, at the time of his ſon's 
execution. 9 84 
The following is an account of the firſt feloni- 
ous tranſaction in which this unhappy young man 
was engaged : the father and ſon paſhng through 
Groſvenot-ſtreet, the former obſerved a-filver taũ- 
kard in a window, and attempted to Real it ; but 
being prevented by the iron rails of the area, he 
lifted the boy over them, ordering him to take the 
tankard, which he immediately harided to his father, 
and was then lifted again into the ſtreet. 

Soon after the above. adventure young Cox com- 
menced pick-pocket, and in a ſhort time he was 
reckoned the moſt expert of that fraternity. Being 
committed to Clerkenwell bridewell, he was redu- 

ced to a moſt miſerable degree of poverty: but he 
no ſooner obtained his liberty, than he procurec 
decent apparel, and he was from that time remark- 
ably clean and neat in his appearance. 

Cox lived ſome years at"the houſe of his uncle 

Weſt, in Feathers-courr, High Holborn, who en- 
couraged bim to purſue thoſe illegal courſes which 
% j Uk - OT - 

He got unperceived into a grocer's, the corner of 
Long-lane, in Alderſgate-ſtreet, and ſtole a ſilver- 
hilted ſword from a room on the firſt floor : re- 
rurning through the ſhop with his-booty, he was 
aſked ſome queſtions; on which he ſaid he had been 

playing with maſter Billy, which he had informed 
himſelf was the name of the grocer's ſon: but on 
going.out of the ſhop the-ſword ſtruck againſt the 


ſteps, and he was taken into cuſtody, and brought 
to trial, but it was his fortune to eſcape conviction. 
Being provided with a tame ſparrow, he let the 
bird fly into a window of a houſe in Hanover-ſtreet, 
and the door happening to be open, he went in, 
VoL. V. =: and 
4144 | 
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and concealed plate to a conſiderable amount- 
Hearing ſome perſon walking towards the room, he 
ſought refuge in the area, where being perceived 
by an elderly gentlewoman, who was the-only per- 
fon in the houſe, he burit into tears, and ſaying 
his ſparrow had flown into the window, begged he 
might be allqwed to catch it. The old lady com- 
plied; and he ſoon found an opportunity of de- 

camping With his booty. | 
It was the common practice of Cox to play at 
marbles and other games with young gentlemen 
before the doors of their parents, and he ſeldom 
ſuffered an opportunity to eſcape of getting into, 
and robbing the houſes. He had a very remark- 
ably boyiſh appearance; and on a variety of oc- 
caſions that circumſtance greatly affiſted him in the 

purſuit of his felonious deſigns. 

Cox was connected with a notorious thief, who 
called himſelf Captain Davis ; and by means of the 
moſt artful ſtratagems that could be ſuggeſted, 
theſe accomplices perpetrated a ſurpriſing number 
of robberies. - Davis was at length apprehended, 
and ſentenced to ſuffer death; but he was reprieved 
on condition of tranſportation. 5 

About the middle of the ſummer 1773, the 
apartments of Mr. Kendrick in Oxford - ſtreet were 
privately entered, and a bureau was opened, and 
three bank - notes, of a hundred pounds each, and 
a hundred and thirty guineas, and a ſilver watch, 
were ſtolen thereout. Soon after Mr. Kendrick's 
robbery, Cox and William Claxton went together 

to Reading in Berkſhire, and there purchaſed three 
horſes, for which Claxton paid with one of the notes 
ſtolen from Mr. Kendrick, receiving in part of 
1 change a fifty pounds bank - note, which he after- 
Wards changed at the bank for notes of ſmaller 
. . | value, 


3 „ 
value, two of which were found in the poſſeſſion 
of Weſt, Cox's uncle. On the firſt examination of 


theſe offenders at the public office in Bow-ſtreet, 


Auguſt, Weſt ſaid he received the notes of bis 
wife, on the day preceding that of her deceaſe, 
which was about the time of Mr. Kendrick's rob- 
bery : but on the following Wedneſday he affured 
the magiſtrates that the notes had been in his poſ- 
ſeſſion three years. In contradiction to this it was 
proved that the notes had not been many days 1l- 
ſued from the bank. Ba 

Mr. Knapp and Mr. White of Reading appeared, 
and the fifty pounds note, given in part of change 
of that of an hundred, was regularly traced from 
the hands of Claxton to the bank, where he had 
changed it for others of ſmaller value. 
diſcharged, the receiving of notes, which are the 
produce of other notes feloniouſly obtatned, not 
coming under the deſcription of the law: and Clax- 


ton was admitted an evidence againſt Cox, who was 


committed for trial at the enſuing ſeffions at rhe Old 
Bailey. 


The evidence againſt Cox was wholly circum- 
ſtantial : but it was of ſuch a nature as to be al- 
moſt as ſtrong as poſitive proof; and on that evi- 


dence he was convicted at the teln at the Old 


Bailey in September, 1773. 
While under ſentence of death he Calla not to 


companions ; but yet he appearednot wholly regard- 
leſs of the neceſſary preparations for eternity. 


William Cox was executed at Tyburn on the 


27th of 2 1773. 


e 


which was on Wedneſday, the eleventh day of 


Weſt was 


be remarkably ſhocked at the idea of the dreadful 
fate that *. him: he was chearful among his 
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= Cox was by no means addifted to n 
At the public houſes he f 


requented he ſeldom ſtaid 
Jong at a time, it being his uſual cuſtom to drink 


a ſmall glaſs of liquor at the bar, for which he ge- 
- . nerally paid a ſhilling g. For ſome years he bad 
1 kept a ! lite black mare, on which he rode to the 
3 4 races within a moderate diſtance of London, where 
be was generally very ſucceſsful - in. making bets. 
He long cobabited with a woman who was equally 
famous for her dexterity in ſhoplifting, and being 
the ſiſter of ſo accompliſhed a villain, and fo dan- 
be a peſt to ſociety, as William Claxton. 
It was the peculiar misfortune of Cox to be in- 
ſtructed in the arts of villainy by his own father 
at a time of life when he Was incapable of diſt in- 
M5, between right and wrong. The.moſt im- 
: == part of a parent's duty is to inſpire his off- 
* Jpring with an ardent loye of virtue. If any of 
„Hur readers ſhould be ſo peculiarly e as 
RE, to be countenanced in vicious courſes: by their pa- 
rents, let them diſclaim all filial ber and 
ſeek ſupport and protection from that Almighty 
Power whoſe favour will ever be emended to ſuch 
IK 7 * live 1 in a {tri adherence to his divine commands. 
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Tate relating to W Hawk, who 
4 6 Vas executed for a robbery on the Highway. 


'HIS offender was born at Usbrid ge in the 
county of Middleſex.” Soon 2 the de: 


Eeaſe of his father he came to London, and hired 
Himſelf to draw beer at a public houſe upon Safe. 
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a people who frequented. an alehouſe in 
St. Giles's, he was perſuaded to join them in com- 
mitting depredations upon the public. 
Hawke at length commenced highwayman, and 
became an accomplice of James Field, the particu- 
lars of whoſe life we have already mentioned. Field 
and Hawke were tranſported to America; and re 
turning to England nearly at the ſame period, they 
again became aſſociates in committing robberies 
upon the highway. Hawke and Field being appre- 
hended together, the former eſcaped from Tothill- 
fields bridewell, and got to France; but the other 
ſuffered the ſentence of the law. 

Upon his return to England he committed a ſur- 
3 number of moſt daring robberies; and ſe-- | 
yeral months elapſed before the thief-rakers knew 
him to be the man by whom the roads about Lon- 
don were ſo dangerouſly infeſted. 

Information being given to Mr. Smith, the kee 
of Tothill-fields bridewell, that Hawke” s wite had 
been to Uxbridge on a party of pleaſure, he 
ſought the driver.of the coach in which ſhe was 
conveyed, and learnt from him that Hawke lodged 
in Shoe-lane. The following morning Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Bond, Mr. Leigh, and ſome other perſons in 

the ſervice of Sir John Fielding, went to Shoe- 
lane. Bond going up two pair of ſtairs, entered 
the front room, and there diſcovering Hawe 
lumbering in bed, threw himſelf acroſs the - 
wayman, Who, ewiſting the ſheet round Bonds 
head, reached at a piſtol that was under the pillow, ? 
at which inſtant Smith entered, and caught hold 
of his hand. With much difficulty 
ſecured ; and being pur into a coach, he ſaid that 
his misfortunes were in ſome meaſure alleviated 


99— that no life was loſt, for he was _ 
provided 


Hawke was 


1 J 
provided with ſeveral loaded piſtols, and had forms. 
td the reſolution of firing upon every 1 who -- 
ſhoutd attempt to take bim into cuſtady. 

Being conveyed to the public office in 8 
thee, a great number of perſons were bound to 
Profecute, and he was committed to Newgate. 
At the next ſeſſions at the Old Bailey he was 
arraigned on an indictment for robbing Mr. Hart 
of a ſmall ſum of money; and the following are 
_ the moſt remarkable circumſtances adduced in evi- 
dence: Mr. Hart and Captain Cunningham were 
3 n the Fulham ſtage, a little beyond Knightſ- 
bridge, by the prifoner, who demanded their mo- 
ney: the captain refuſed. to reſign his property; 
-. and Hawke threatened to fire, and pointing his 
Fiel the captain, he ſaid, fire away and be 
damned!” on which the robber diſcharged his piſtol, 
ant the ball paſſed between the captain's ſhoulder 
I and bis coat. Mr. Hart then delivered a few ſhil- 
Þ oc z and Captain Cunningham, getting out of the 
- coach in the interim, ſeized the bridle of the high- 
way man's horſe, when he diſcharged a ſecond piſtol. 
He then remdunted, bur did not ride away for ſome 
r which interval the captain . 
© himſelf in picking up ſtones and throwing them 
at him. At the time of Hawke's trial Captain Cun- 
hingham was abroad, but Mr. Hart's evidence was 
io poſitive, clear, and circumſtantial, that no doubt 
remained as to the guilt of the priſoner, who was 
'. therefore ſentenced to be executed. . 
While Hawke was under ſentence of death, in * 
E | Neg: bis behaviour was ſuch as may be called 
decent, rather than penitentral. While his irons 

4 " were knocking off on the morning of execution, | 
©. one of his acquaintance addrefſed him thus: How 
4 1 to . Billy 2 wil you have ſome * * 
* ere - 
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Her eupon Hawke ſaid, ] am pret 
you. How is Harry Wright®* ? he has been i 


ſtrength, and leaped up, fo that his neck was in- 
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« of late, T hear.” And then, while the man held 
the noſegay, he picked out a flower, and with great 
compoſure placed ir in a button-hole of his coat. 

When the cart was preparing to be driven from 
under the gallows, he threw off both his ſhoes; and 
when he found it move, he collected his utmoſt 


ſtantly diſlocated. 


William Hawke was executed at Tyburn on the 


iſt of July, 1774. 

The behaviour of this malefadtor at the place of 
execution ſeemed to evince, .that his mind was too 
much occupied by the defire of meeting his fate 
with reſolution. A becoming fortitude is to be- 
preſerved even in the moment of entering upon eter- 


nity ; but that fortitude muſt ariſe from a conſciouſ- 
neſs of unfeigned repentance, and be accompanied 
by the pleaſing hope of obtaining pardon at che 


dread tribunal of the Almighty. 


The Caſes of CHARLES Mitts and Joun Puch, 4 
who were executed for a Robbery on the Kings 


Highway, commonly called a Footpad Robbery. 


and received little or no education. - In e 
winter they acted as porters on the wharfs of the 
Thames, and in the ſummer employed themen 
as haymakers ; but at length aſſociating with 3 
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HESE offenders were born of poor Parents). 


6 | | "WY 1 


＋L. 136 J 
doned company of both ſexes, who lived in Chicks 
lane, and ſuch places, they loſt thoſe fair characters 
they had hitherto ſupported. 

Diſtreſſed in circumſtances by their own vices, 
they determined to ſupply their wants by robbery z 
bur their appearance being too mean to permit them 
to think of hiring horſes, they determined to com- 
mence footpads ; and committed a number of rob- 
beries in the fields north of London, frequently ill- 
treating thoſe whom they robbed. Their ſucceſs 
for ſome time was trifling, but being ſufficient to 
furniſh them with ſeveral offenſive weapons, their 
depredations became more frequent, and their boo- 
ties were ſpent, as ; thoſe of thieves generally are, in 
the company of abandoned women. 

They commonly met at an alehouſe in Totten- 
ham-court-road, and, having fluſhed themſelves with 
liquor, ſallied forth to affault the unoffending paſ- 
ſenger. We now proceed to mention the fact, the 
commiſſion of which coſt them their lives. 

On the 1oth of Auguſt, 1774, they met, accord- 
ing to cuſtom, at the alehouſe, and having drank 
themſelves into ſpirits to undertake daring exploits, 
they went into the fields near Primroſe-hill, between 
London and Hampſtead, when a violent ſhower of 
rain falling, they took ſhelter under a hedge. In 
the interim 2 gentleman named Gilſon, who had been 


"= reading in 2 book as he ſtrolled over the fields, 


came to the ſame pot, to avoid the violence of the 


2 . ſhower. 


When the rain abated, Mr. Gilſon was going 
away; but the villains threatened his inſtant death 
if he heſitated to deliver his money. In the mean 
time Mills rifled his pockets, where finding only a 
/, few ſhillings, the robbers blaſphemed in a horrid 
manner; and Mr. Gilſon, apprehenſive of fatal con- 

2 ſequences, 
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then delivered his e with a guinea 
and ou filver, which he had till then concealed. - 

Ten days afterwards Mr. Gilſon was again near 
the ſame ſpot, and ſitting — to read, obſerved 
the identical hs ap 2 him. Knowing 
them well, he app lied | - 2 man-ſervant belonging 

to farmer Wellings, to aſſiſt him in taking them into 
cuſtody. The man heſitated, as doubting if the 
- gentleman had been really robbed ; but Mr. Wel- 
lings, bein 5 informed of the affair, directed two men 
to go in ſearch of the footpads, who were ſoon 
taken, conveyed before a magiſtrate, and lod ged in 
Newgate. 
At the next Old Bailey ſeſfions they were capitally 
convicted, and COS to die. After conviction, 
they ſent to ſome of their former companions in in- 
quity; but not one would attend them. For a ſhort 


dme they entertained hopes of being reſpited; but 


theſe — ſoon vaniſhed. 
Pugh behaved penitently ; but Mills much more 
fo, anſwering explicitly all the queſtions that were 
aſked him, confeſling his guilt, _ wiſhing for life, 
only in the hope of making reparation to thoſe who 
had been ſufferers by his crimes. * 
They were admitted to the ſacrament on the 
morning of their execution; and, when their irons 
were knocked off, Pugh ſcemed almoſt abandoned 
to deſpondency, and at the place of Execution he 
acknowledged the juſfice of hif ſentence, Mills ac- 
knowledged that * had committed many other rob- 
| beries, the reſult of his attachment to women of 
Charles Mills and john Pu gh were hanged at 
Tyburn on the th of ne, 1774. Es 
The moſt remarkable circumſtance in the caſe of 
theſe malefactors is, that, after conviction, their 
Vox. V. T former 
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former abandoned acquai 
Thus were they left in the ntmoſt dey in the 
hour of the greateſt extremity ! 

Hence young people ſhould learn the extreme ill 
conſequence of keeping bad company; and that 


the true way to be happy, is to aſſociate with thoſe 
who base! more wiſdom and virtue than themſelves. 
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A full and particular Account of the Life and ex- 
traordinary Tranſactions of Jon RAnn, other- 
wiſe Sixteen- Strings Fack, who was hanged for 
a 2 on the 3 


OHN RANN was born at a village a few 
miles from Bath, of honeſt parents who were 
- low circumſtances, and incapable of giving him 
any kind of education. For ſome time he obtained 
a livelihood by vending goods, which he drove 
round the city and adjacent country on an aſs. 

A lady of diſtinction, who happened to be at 
Bath, took Rann into her fervice when he was 


about twelve years of age; and his behaviour was 
ſuch that he — the favourite of his miſtreſs 


and fellow-ſervants. 
At length he came to London, and got employ- 
ment as a helper in the ſtables at 'Brooke's mews, 
in which ſtation he bore a 9 character. He 
then beeame the driver of a po 
he was ſervant to an officer; and i in denn theſe ſta- 
tions he was well ſpoken of. 
About four years before his 2 he was 
coachman to a gentleman of fortune near Portman- 
ſquare ; and it was-at ay period that * * in 
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Sixteen · ſtrings by wearing breeches with 
eight ſtrings at each knee. 
After living in the ſeryice of ſeveral noblemen, 
he loſt his Seer and turned pick- pocket, in 
company. with three fellows, named Janes, Clayton, 
and Colledge, the latter of whom (a mere boy) 
obtained the name of Eight-frrings Jack. 

At the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey in April, 
1774, Rann, Clayton, and one Shepherd, were 
tried for robbing Mr. William Somers on the 
highway, and acquitted for want -of evidence. 
They were again tried for robbing Mr. Langford, 
but beret for the ſame reaſon. 

For ſome time paſt, Rann had kept company 


with a young woman named Roche, who, having 


been apprenticed to a millener, and being ſeduced 
by an officer of the guards, = reduced to obtain 
* by the caſual 1 proftitution ; and, at 
length — with ghwaymen, received ſuch 
valuable effects as they took on the road. | 

On the goth of May, Rann was taken into cuſ- 


lowing Wedneſday, was charged with 105 
John Devall Eſquire, near the nine-mile ſhoe on 


the Hounſlow- road, of his watch and money. This 


1 riſe to the appellation ol 


tody, and, being 3 to Bow - ſtreet on the fol- 


7 


watch he had given to Miſs Roche, who Had deli- 


vered it to Catherine Smith, who offered it in 
pledge to Mr. Hallam, a pawnbroker, who, ſuſ- 
petting that it was not honeſtly obtained, cauſed all 
the parties to be taken into cuſtody. 

Miſs Roche was now charged wich receiving the 
watch, knowing it to have been ſtolen; and Miſs 
Smith, being ſworn, depoſed that, on the day Mr. 


Devall was robbed, Roche told ker that ſhe ex- 
* pected "_ to bring her ſome money in the 
T2 


evening; 


Ra 


. „ MB, 
& evening” that he accordingly eattie about tei 
at night, and, having retired ſome time with Miſs 


Roche, ſhe, on her return, owned that ſhe had re- 


ceived a watch and five guineas from him, which 
he faid he had taken from a gentleman on the 
highway ; that ſhe, Miſs Smith, carried the watch 
to pawn to Mr. Hallam, at the requeſt of Miſs 
Roche. | | in 
Sir John Fielding aſked Rann if he would offer 
any thing in his defence; on which the latter ſaid, 
* know no more of the matter than you do, nor 
„ half ſo much neither.” On this occafion Rayn 
was dreſſed in a manner above his ftile of life and 
his circumſtances. He had a bundle of flowers in 
the breaſt of his coat, almoſt as large as a broom ; 
and his irons were tied up with a number of blue 
ribbands. Ns 5 | 
For the offence abovementioned, Rann was tried 
at the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey in July, 
1774, and acquitted, ee 
Two or three days after this acquittal, Rann en- 
ged to ſup with a girl at her lodgings in Bow- 
reet, but not being punctual to his appointment, 
the girl went to bed, and Rann, not being able to 
obtain admittance at the door, attempted to get in 
at the window on the firſt floor, and had nearly ac- 
compliſhed his purpoſe when he was taken into 
cuſtody by the watchman. ” | 
For this burglarious attempt he was examined at 
Bow-ſtrect on the 27th of July, when the girl, 
whoſe apartments he had attempted to break open, 
declared that he could not have had any felonious 
intention, as he knew that he would haye been a 
welcome gueſt, and have been readily admitted, if 
ſhe had not fallen afleep. On this he was diſmiſſed, 
after Sir John Fielding had cantioned him to leave 
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his dangerous profeſſion, and ſeek for ſome more. 
honeſt means of ſupport. | 
On the Sunday following, Rann appeared at 
Bagnigge-wells, ** drefled in a ſcarlet coat, tambour 
«.waiſtcoat, white ſilk ſtockings, laced har, &c. and 
publicly declared himſelf to be a highwayman. . 
« Having drank pretty freely, he became extremely 
« quarrelſome ; and ſeveral ſcuffles enſued, in one 
« of which he loſt a ring from his finger, and when 
« he diſcovered his loſs, he ſaid it was but an hun- 
« dred guineas gone, which one evening's work 
$ would replace. He became at length fo trou- 
* bleſome, that part of the company agreed to 
turn him out of the houſe ; but they met with fo 
„ obſtinate a reſiſtance, that they were obliged to 
give up their deſign, when a number of young 
e fellows, poſſeſſed of more fpirit than diſcretioh, 
« attacked this magnanimous hero, and actually 
forced him through the window into the road.” 
Rann was not much injured by this ſevere treat- 
ment; but he complained bitterly againſt thoſe 
who could ſo affront a gentleman of his character. 
Rann being arreſted for a debt of 30g. which he 
was unable to pay, was confined in the Marſhalſea 
priſon, where he was viſited by a number of men 
and women of bad character, ſome of whom paid 
his debt, and procured his diſcharge. 
At another time, Rann being with two compa- 
nions at an alehouſe in Tottenham-court-road, two 
ſheriff's officers arreſted Rann, who, not having 
money to pay the rent, depoſited his watch in the 
hands of the bailiffs, and his affociates advanced 
three guineas, which together made more than the 
Amount of the debt; and as a balance was to be re- 
turned to Rann when the watch ſhould be redeem- 
ed, he told the bailiffs that, if they would lend him 
a N five 
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àͤreſſed in a moſt elegant ſporting ſtile 


a view to commit robberies on the highway; and on 


ass n 

five ſhillings, he would treat them with a crow 
bow! of punch. This they readily did; and while 
they were drinking, Rann ſaid to the officers, 
« You have not treated me like a gentleman. 
© When Sir John Fielding's people come after me, 
« they uſe me genteelly ; they only hold up a fin- 
« ger, beckon me, and I follow them as quietly as 
« a lamb.” ” 

When the bailiffs were gone, Rann and his com- 
panions rode off; but our hero, ſoon, returning, ſtop- 
zed at the turnpike, and aſked if he had been 
nted. Na,” (faid the tollman). Why, (re- 
plied the other), I am Sixteen-ftrings Jack, the 
* famous highwayman — have any of Sir John 
& Fielding's people been this way?“ “ Yes, (faid 
ze man) © ſome of them are but juſt gone 


 *« through.” Rann replied, If you ſee them 


« again, tell them I am gone towards London;“ 
and then rode oft wit moſt unconcern. A 
Don afterwards; Rann appeared at Barnet races, 
7 18 WI iſt- 
coat being blue ſattin trimmed with filver ; ad he 
was followed by hundreds of people, who v re eg- 
ger to gratify their curioſity by the ſight of / a man 
who had been ſo much the object of public conver- 
fation. | ha 5 
A very ſhort time before Rann was capitally 
convicted, he attended a public execution at Ty- 
burn, and, getting within the ring formed by the 
conſtables round the gallows, deſired that he might 
be permitted to ſtand there, for (ſaid he) perhaps 
* it is very proper that I ſhould be a ſpectator on 
« this occaſion.” a 
On the 26th of September, 1774, Rann and 
William Collier went on the Uxbridge road, with 


the 
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the Wedneſday following they were examined = 
the public office i in Bow-ſtreer, when Dr. William 
Bell, chaplain to the princeſs Amelia, depoſed, that 
between three and four o'clock in the afternnoon 
of Monday the 26th of September, as he was ri- 
ding near Ealing, he obſerved two men, rather of 
a mean appearance, who rode paſt him; and that 
he remarked they had ſuſpicious looks; yet neither 
at that time, nor for fome little time afte 
had he any idea of being robbed ; that ſoon after- 
wards one of them, which he believed was Rann, 
crofſed the head of his horſe, and, demanding his 
money, ſaid ©© Give it me,; and take no notice, or 
6 Pl blow your brains cut. On this the doctor 
gave him one ſhilling and ſix-pence, which was all 
the filver he had, and likewiſe a common watch in 
a tortoiſe-ſhell caſe. 

On the evening of the day on which the rob- 
bery was committed, Eleanor Roche (who was kept 
by Rann) and her maid-ſervant carried a watch. to 
pledge with Mr. Cordy, pawnbroker in Oxford- 
road, who, ſuſpecting that it had not been honeſtly 
acquired, ſtopped it, and applied to Mr. Grighion, 
watchmaker in Ruſſel- ſtreet, Covent-garden, who 
had made the watch for Dr. Bell. 

Mr. Clarke ſwore, that, on going to Miſs Roche's 
lodgings on the Monday night, he found two 
of boots wet and dirty, which had evidently been 
worn that day; and Mr. Haliburton ſwore that he: 
waited at Miſs Roche's lodgings till Rann and Col- 
her came thither, in conſequence of which they 
were taken into cuſtody. | 
On the 5th of October, John Rann, William 
Collier, Eleanor Roche, and Chriſtian — (ſer- 
vant to Roche) were brought to Bow- ſtreet, when 
Dr. ** depoſed in ſubſtance, as he had doneithe 


preceding 


- ftance, the ſame as that which had been given at 


tended mirth was turned into mourning 
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ing week: and William Hills (ſervant to 
the — Amelia) ſwore that he ſaw Rann (whom 


- he well knew) aſcend the hill at Acton about 


twenty minutes before the robbery was committed; 
a circuinſtance which perfectly agreed with Dr. 
BelFs account of the time that he was robbed. 

| Hereupon John Rann and William Collier were 
committed to Newgate, to take their trials for the 
highway robbery ; Miſs Roche was ſent to Clerk- 
enwell bridewell, and Chriſtian Stewart (her ſer- 


Vvant) to Tothill-fields bridewell, to be tried as ac- 
ceſſaries after the fact. 


The evidence given on this trial was, in ſub⸗ 


Bow ſtreet; but, ſome favourable circumſtances ap- 


pearing in behalf of Collier, he was recommended 


to mercy, and afterwards reſpited during the king's. 
pleaſure. Miſs Roche was ſentenced to be tranſ- 
ed for fourteen years, her ſervant was acquit- 


ted, and Rann was left for execution. 


When Rann was brought down to take his trial, 
he was dreſſed in a new ſuit of pea-green cloth, 
his hat was bound round with filver ſtrings, he 
wore a ruffled ſhirt, and his behaviour evidenced 
the utmoſt unconcern. 

Rann was ſo confident of being acq uitted, that 
he had ordered a gentee] ſupper to yu provided 
for the entertainment of his particular friends and 
aſſociates on the joyful acquittal : but their in- 
; and the 
madneſs of guilty joy, to the ſullen molanchely 
of equally guilty grief. 

When Rann received his fentence, he attempted | 
to force a ſmile, but it was evident that his mind 


was racked with pains. that no language can ex- 
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After con viction the behaviour of this ne 
was, for ſome time, very improper for one in his 
unhappy circumſtances. On Sunday the 23d of 
October, he had ſeven girls to dine with him. 
The company were remarkably chearful, nor was 
Rann leſs joyous than his companions. 

His conduct was expreſſive of great unconcern 
till the time that the warrant for his execution ar- 
rived ; after which he began to be ſomewhar ſe- 
rious in his preparation. for a future ſtate. 

On the morning of execution he received the ſa- 
crament in the chapel of the priſon, and at the fa- 
2 tree behaved with great decency, but did not 

appear ſo much affected by his approaching fare as 
ſome priited accounts have repreſented him. When 
he came nea the fatal tree, he turned round and 
look ed at it as an object which he had long expect- 
edi to fee; but not as on rann. as - 
might reaſonably have been expectee. | 

After the cuſtomary devotions he was totned off, 
and, having hung the uſual time, his body was de- 0 
livered to his friends for: interment. - { 

Ihn Rann was executed at I'yburn on the goth 
of November, 1774. 

Rann's — character was that of a bold, ig⸗ 
norant, fellow. He was fond of boaſting of his 
exploits in all companies, without regard to his per- 
— He was exceedingly apt to be quar- 
relſome hen in liquor, and fond of fighting with 
almoſt any. man he might meet in the ſtreet. 

Miss Roche was a girl, who, baving been early 
ſeduced from the paths of virtue, had. lived with 
different men in very various — of life, till ſhe 
at length. came into the knowledge of Rand. 
From the fate of this. unhappy yo  JeLothers | 
be taught never to embark in an illicit connexion 

Vox. V. | U 5 with 
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n women of ill fame. 
tain 
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It is the ready and cer- 
path to deſtruction, from which — can ſo 
effectually guard young men as a ſteady GR 


to the rules of virtue and — 
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Narrative of the Trial, Conviction, -and Execution, 
of Amos Ma RTITr, who was hanged for break- 
vg into and rodbing the Houſe of Mr. Ellicotr. 


I the ſeſſions held at the O¹⁴ Bailey-i in the 
1 month of December, » 1774, Amos Merritt 
was indicted for breaking and entering the dwell- 


ing houſe of Edward Ellicott, early in the morning 
< the 26th of October, and robbing it of plate, 
a gold watch, and other valuable — to a large 


amount. | 

Mr. Ellicott depoſed that he lived in Hornſey- 
lane, near Highgate ; that he was awakened by his 
wife, who — what noiſe was in the houſe 
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p n 's attachment to women of ill * was dos RO means 
extraordinary for a man in his ſituation. The debauched mind 
has no idea of the purity of real love ; and it is to be lamented 


that we have fo ſew books in our language calculated to inſpire 


and direct this laudable paſſion. There is, however, one little 
pamphlet called The !.over's Ngw Guild,“ which exceeds 

any thing of the kind that has been 8 in the Englim, 
or any other language. It contains very intereſting letters on 
the ſubjefts of love, courtſhip, and marriage; with dialogues, 
cards of compliment, and poems on the ſame important ſub- 
jects; and, in fact, a variety of that kind of writing : which is 
1 to teach the daes pee to move at the command of 
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moſt important 
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| which he thoug ht proceeded from the ſervants 
moving the — in the paſſage; but this Mrs. 
Ellicort thought could not be, from the hour of the 
night; and ringing the bell, both of them jumped 
out of bed; - when the firſt words heard were, 
Come up direQly and then ſomebody faid, 
„D. your bloods ! we will murder. every foul in 
„the houſe.” Mrs. Ellicott ſaid, Lord bleſs 
* me, the door is open ;” and running to the 
door, Puſhed i it cloſe. Mer. Ellicott gave immediate 
aſſiſtance; and a perſon who was without, who 
he believed, from his voice, was the priſoner, ſaid, 
DP you, if you do not open the door, I will 
murder every one of you. 
The reſt of the evidence was to the following 
effect. — The villains attempted to force open the 
door, putting a hanger with a ſcabbard between 
that and the poſt ; but Mr. Ellicott, who is a power- 
ful man, hve them out by mere ſtrength, and 
having faſtened the door with a drop-bolt, which 
went into the flooring, he ran to the window, and 
called out © Thieves! In the mean time Mrs. El- 
licott, by perpetual ringing of the bell, had alarm- 
ed the ſervants, who ran into the ſtreet after the 
thieves, who had by this time got off with the pro- 


rty. 
* being given at Sir John Fielding! s, Merritt 
and his accomplices were taken into cuſtody on ſuſ- 
picion, and, after an examination at Bow-ltreet, 
were committed to N ewgat 
At the trial, the evidence was deemed ſo farif« 
factory, that che jury did not hefitate to find Mer- 
ritt guilty, in conſequence of which he received 
ſentence of death. 
There is nothing ſo extraordinary in thi cafe! of 
the burglary committed by Amos Merritt as to 
VU2 have 
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and declare the ſame in an audible voice. 


52 115 4 + ul 2 TORRE won ets eo 4 2 * 5% A - — . 
if a , * 


© 148 
have :aduced us to inſext it in this collection, but 
on account af ſome ſingular circumſtances in the 
conduct of the culprit, * we now proceed to 
recite. 

On the 19th of  Avguſt, 1754, three conyias, 
one named Madan, were carried to Tyburn, to be 
executed -purſnant to their ſentence ; K Amos 
Merritt addreſſed himſelf to the under-ſheriff, de- 
claring that Madan was innocent of the crime for 
which he was about to ſuffer ; for that he himſelf 
was the guilty perſon. Mr. Reynolds, the under- 
ſheriff, deſired that he would look at the priſoner, 
He then 
inſiſted that the man was innocent, but declined 
acknowledging his own guilt. 

Hereupon Merritt was taken into cuſtody, and 
Mr. Reynolds was diſpatched by the ſheriffs to the 
office of the Secretary of State, where he obtained 
a reſpite for Madan, On his return the execution 
of the other convicts took place; and Madan was 
reconducted to Newgate, amidſt the applauſe, of 
ſurrounding multitudes. Immediately after this 
tranſaction, Merritt acknowledged before Juſtice 
- Addington, at Bow-ſtreet, that he was the perſon 
who committed the robbery for which Madan had 
been convicted. 

On the 2d of November, 1774. John Miller, 
who, with Amos Merritt, and John Caſs, had been 
apprehended for breaking open the houſe of Mr. 
_ Ellicott, made a full couteſfen of that atrocious 
attempt, and declared that Amos Merritt, himſelf, 


and rhree others not then taken, were the guilty 


perſons, and that Caſs was innocent. On this, two 
of the villains were apprehended in Whitechapel; 

but as they were on the way. towards priſon they 
were reſcued, the conftables terribly wounded, 


1 
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and the priſoners cartied off in triumph by their 
aſſociates. 

On the 10th of January, 1775, Amos Merritt 
was hanged at Tyburn for tae offence abovemen- 
tioned. 

-- Merrit had been an old, and was a very harden- 
ed offender. We do not hear of any thing par- 
ticular in his behaviour after conviction; and, as 
he had lived a life of guilt, he died unlamented: 
and, indeed, the conſiderate part of mankind 
ſeemed thankful that a period was put to the life 
of a man whoſe conduct had long been nothing 
leſs than a continued breach of the peace. 

From the example of Merritt, let youth be 
taught that thoſe So practiſe the ways of vice 
have no chance of efcaping the ſtroke of juſtice. 
It will certainly overtake them at an earlier or 
later period, and an ignominious death muſt be the 
forfeit to the violated laws of their country. 


The Caſe of Jon Bot rox, who was tried and 

condemned for. Murder, but laid violent Hands 
on himſelf before the Sentence of the Law could 
take Place. 


HIS unhappy man was reputably deſcended, 
] and well educated. He terved for ſome time 
in the army during the late war, and was di- 
ſtinguithed by his gallant behaviour ; but was dif- 
miſſed from the military, line of life in — : 
of the peace of 1763. 
While he was in the army, and on a recruiting 


party in Yorkſhire, he became acquainted with a 


young 0 who poſſeſſing a moderate as | 
er 


n 
Her du right, he married her after he quitted the 
ſervice, and turned farmer. 

By this marriage he had fix children, ſome ot 
whom were living at the time of his death. In 
this ſtation he continued happily for about ten 

years, When the event took place which ended in 

his deſtruction. 

Near Mr. Bolton's Place of refidence was the 
village of Ackworth, in which was a houſe where 
the poor of ſeveral pariſhes were maintained by 
contract. From this houſe, in the year 1768, <4 
took as apprenrices, a boy, "named Emanuel Bowes, 
and a girl of ten years old, called Elizabeth Rain- 
bow. | The girl grew up in his ſervice, and was 
remarkable, for her beauty; a circumſtance very 
unfortunate for herſelf, as it induced Mr. Bolton 
to ſeduce her, the conſequence of which was that 
a pregnancy enſued. 

When Bolton was aſſured that the girl was with 
child, he went to York, and purchaſed a medicine, 
in order to procure an abortion ; which medicine 
being adminiſtered to the young woman, ſhe was 
thrown into violent convulſions ; but the ſtrength 
of her conſtitution effectually combating-the potion, 
ſhe advanced in her pregnancy without any ap- 
pearance of having received the leaſt injury. 

Bolton, alarmed leſt his intercourle with the 
girl ſhould be known to his wife and family, 
formed the ſhocking reſolution of murdering her 
who had fallen a victim to his ſeductive artifices: 
but no opportunity offered of perpetrating the 
ä horrid deed till Sunday the 21ſt of Auguſt, 1774. 

On this day Mrs. Bolton took one of her chit 
dren on a viſit to a lady who lived at two miles 
diſtance; and there being no perſons in the houſe 
| but Emanuel xv the Young girl who had been 
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ſeduced, and a child of ſix years old; who was ſick 
In bed, Bolton confidered this as the proper time 


for perpetrating the crime on which he had pre- 
viouſly reſolved. He thergfore ſent the boy to 
fetch a cow - doctor, to look at a beaſt that was 
preſumed to be diſordered. The boy returning 
in about two hours, and finding the door faſt, went 
to an adjoining field, and put a horſe to graſs; ; 
after which he knocked at the door, and his maſter 
letting him in, told him, that © Elizabeth Rainbow 


c had run away, and left moſt of her cloaths be- 
&© hind her.” 


The boy was ſurprized at this intellighnce; and 
ſome near neighbours ſaid that the girl had not 
left the houſe that day; and a woman, who had 
been to the houſe to pay for milk, declared that 
ſhe had given the money to Rainbow, on Account 
of the abſence of her miſtreſs. 

Mrs. Bolton, returning at ſeven at night, obſerv- 
ed that her huſband appeared to be very uneaſy, 
and enquired into the cauſe of it; to which he only 
anſwered, that the girl had gone away, and left 
her cloaths on a table in the dining-room.' - Whe- 
ther Mrs. Bolton was, or was not, ſuſpicious of 
her huſband's criminal connexion with Rainbow 
is a matter of doubt; but it ſeems probable that 
ſhe was, as a violent quarrel enſued a this oc- 
caſion. 

About ten days after this ir 1 che 
veighbours being ſuſpicious that murder had been 
committed, one of them, who was a conſtable, 
went to a magiſtrate, who granted a warrant for 
the apprehenſion of Bolton. The latter, having 
heard hat a warrant was iflued, went to the jul- 
tice, and told him, that the report intended to pre- 
3 jadiee him was circulated with a malicious view to 


. 3 injure 


injure his charaſter. 
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On this the juſtice told 
Bolton to attend him in the afternoon, when the 
conftable would be preſent; inſtead of which 


Bolton went home, and, packing up ſome plate, ſet 
off for York, whither he was followed by the 


conſtable, who apprehended him, and carrying 
him before a juſtice of the peace, he was lodged 
in priſon. 

On. the trial, which came on at the enſuing 
aſſizes, the fellowin g circumſtances were difcover- 
ed; viz. that when Bolton had ſent the boy for 
the cow. doctor, he took the girl into the cellar, 
ngled her with's cord which he drew round 
her neck, placing a fife within the cord ſo as to 
twiſt it to a proper tightneſs. 

On the Monday after this affair, 14 directed 
Emanuel Bowes to wheel ſeveral barrows filled 
with rubbiſh into the cellar, as it had been over- 


- flowed with water, which furniſhed him with a 
very plauſible pretence for the concealment of his 
_ guilt, which he preſumed would now remain un- 


diſcovered. 

Ar length the body of the deceaſed was found 
under the rubbiſſi in the cellar; and the coroner's 
inqueſt, being ſummoned on the occaſion, gave 2 
verdict of wilful murder; on which” Mr. — 


was committed to the caſtle of Fork. 


The evidence on his trial was * ſo, con- 
cluſive, that the jury did not heſitate to find him 
guilty, in conſequence of which he received ſen- 
tence of death. During his trial he behaved with 
M effrontry; and when the judge had 
ed ſentence on him, he turned wy the court and. 
declared his innocence. _- 

On the following day a ane went to n, 
with a charitable view to prepare his mind to = 
Able 
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able him to fupport hitmfelf with decency in this 
arduous trial he had to under go, and to prepare for 
the awful event that was ſo ſoon to await him. 
Still, however, he perſiſted that he was innocent 
of the alledged crime; and when the officers of 
juſtice went the next morning to convey him to 
the place of execution, they found that, by hang- 
ing himſelf, he had put a period to his own ex- 
iſtence. | 
This event of ſelf-murder happened in the caſtle 
of York on the 29th of March, 1775. 
There is no language in which to expreſs our 
proper ſenſe of the crimes of this unhappy man. 
He was firſt guilty of ſeducing a young woman 
from the path of virtue; he then murdered her in 
the fear of detection; and at length laid violent 
hands on himſelf. Such a complicatjon of guilt 
muſt make the heart ſhudder; and, we truſt, it can- 
not be neceſſary to write a ſingle word to deter our 
readers from the commiſſion of any of theſe offences. 
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The Caſe of Miſs IAN E BuTTERFIELD, who was 
tried for the wilful Murder of WiLLian 
Scawen, Eſq; and acquitted. N 


N purſuance of our promiſe to the public of 
inſerting trials in extraordinary caſes in conſe- 
quence of which the parties had been acquitted, 
we give the following, which is very remarkable, 
as the preſumption of guilt is the leaſt rhar could 
poſſibly be imagined. ; 2 
At the aſſizes at Croydon for the county of Sur- 
ry, on the 19th of Auguſt, 1775, Jane Butterfield 
Vol. * X Was 
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was indifted for the wilful murder of Willi 
Scawen, Eſq; 


The ſhort ſtory of this uobappy affair js as fol- 
lows: Miſs Butterheld was, at fourteen years of 


age, ſeduced from her father by a woman employed 
by Mr. Scawen, who too ſoon. brought the young 
lady to a compliance with his wiſhes. The ſeduc- 
tion was followed by very difagreeable conſe- 
quences: the father reprobated his daughter; and 
bis death was haſtened, as ſhe hexſelf acknowledged, 
by the grief he felt for her unhappy departure 
from the paths of virtue. 

Mr. Scawen did not appear leſs affected than 
herſelf at this deplorable event: he did every 
thing in his power to calm the mind of the young 

lady; promiſed to ſupply to her the place of her 
late parent, and faithfully diſcharged that duty, by 

taking the utmoſt care of her education, and ſtudy- 
ing to oblige her in every poffible inſtance. He 
even, as ſhe fays, * faithfully ſupplied a parent's 
* duty; he was by nature generous, and that ge- 
* neroſity, with regard to herſelf, was unbounded.” 
Impelled by notions of gratitude, Mifs Butterfield 
preſumed that ſhe could not be thought to have 
acted ungratefully by her benefaftor. Her at- 
tachment to the deceaſed was faithful, and her care 
ef him unremitted: ſhe adminiſtered to his wants 
and infirmities, and in all reſpects fulfilled the ten- 
der offices of a wife, as much as if ſhe had owed 
them to him under that ſacred tie; and ſhe was ſo 
diligent in her attendance, that her life was repeat- 
edly endangered from exceflive fatigue. s, 
Mr. Scawen had been for a long time in a debj- 
litated habit, and for the laſt ſix years could not 
ariſe or ſit down without aſſiſtance; and ſuch was 
the vitiated ſtate of his body, that he was 
oe SE 2.14 « obliget 
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66 obli iged to — the aſſiſtance of Mr. Cæfar Haw: ; 
66 « Jas, the fu n, who applied cauſticks to his 
head, which was ſwelled to a degree almoſt in- 

«. credible.” 
At this me Mr. Scawen! repoſed fuch confidence 
in Miſs Butterfield, that he would not permit any 
perſon but herſelf to apply the proper dreſſings. 
So violent was his diſorder, that he remained blind 
near two years, but at length recovered his fight ; 
and his other infirmities were greatly relieved : 
yet his hadit of body became weaker, and thoſe 
who viſited him foreſaw that he could not exiſt for 
any conſiderable time. 

Mr. Scawen had conſulted regular phyſicians till 
he was tired out of the hope of that relief which 
could not be obtained. He then had recourſe 
to quackery; and had a perfect laboratory in his 
houſe, 'filled with variety of medicines, to which 
he had frequent recourſe! for the relief of his real 
ar imaginary complaints. His cloſet was ſtocked 
with Ward's and Maredant's Drops, and other 
medicines advertiſed for the cure of all com- 
Plaints. 

Miss Butterfield conſtantly wdvided: Mr. Scawen 
againſt quackery, nor ever adminiſtered any thing 
to him that ſhe coriceived: prejudicial to his health, 
or that he was diſinclined to ones 5 

In the courſe: of the trial, the ſtrength of the 
evidence againſt Miſs Butterfield reſted with Mr. 
Edmund Sanxay, a ſurgeon, who depoſed, that he 
had been acquainted with the deceaſed abour fifty 
years; that he put himfelf under his care; that he 


was much emaciated; that he ſaid he was but juſt 


recovered from a ſalivation which he had been 
thrown into by taking quack medicines for the 
rhenmatiſm; that Mr. Sanxay recommended a re- 
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gimen, which was obſerved for two days only; 
when Mr. Scawen came to him, and told him, that 


in a decoction of ſarſaparilla, which had been given 


him, he found a braffy t taſte, and that it made him 


very ſick; that he had been frequently feveriſn 
and ſick at ſtomach; that his mak began to be 
ſore ; and that he apprehended he was going into 
another ſalivation. 

After this Mr. Scawen was removed to Mr. 
Sanxay's houſe on the 20th of June, 1775, and died 
there on the 8th of July following. Mr. Sanxay 
declared his opinion, that Mr. Scawen did not die 
a natural death; but that a falivation produced by 
mercury was the cauſe of this event. . 

On the contrary, feveral 'ſurgeons, and other 
perſons of reſpectable character, gave ſuch evi- 
dence as would induce a candid mind to believe 
that Mr. Scawen did not die by poiſon, but in con- 
ſequence of his debilitated habit of body, and his 
prepoſterous attachment to quack medicines, in 

dauer of that relief which was not to be Ry 
expected from them. ; 

be conſequence was, that the jury, after retir- 
ing about ten minutes, brought in a verdict of 
«« Not guilty;“ and Miſs Butterfield immediately 
ſet out for London in a Poſt-chaiſe thee: had ROO: 
previouſly provided. 
We hafte been the ſhorter in our narrative of 
this affair, becauſe there did not appear to be any 
juſt ground of fuſpicion of the alledged crime. 
What were the morives of this proſecution it would 
not be decent in us to ſay. It has been intimated 
that Mr. Scawen had made a will greatly in favour 
of Miſs Butterfield, and that this urgẽd the ſuit 
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late her, as ber fiene did, on ber 


will congratu 
honourable acquittal ! 
The fatal conſequences of ſeduction will appear 
evident on the conſideration of this caſe, "Miſs 
Butterfield's father loſt his life in conſ of 
his daughter's being drawn aſide from the paths of 
virtue. Let this furniſh a leſſon of caution to men, 
never to be guilty of a crime with reſpect to the other 
ſex, for which all their future n can me | 
no adequate compenſation. oh 
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Particulars relating to RecinaLv'Tucxer, who 
was executed for the Murder of his Wife. 0 


HIS offender was a native of : Herviſh, near 

' Langport in Somerſerſhire. While he 
was in a ſtate of infancy his father died, aud he 
was maintained by his mother till he was about 


fourteen years old, when ſhe apprenticed him ta 


bellows-maker in the city of Wells. He was of a 
moroſe and quarrelſome temper; but he proved an 
induftrious ſervant, and continued with his maſter 
about five years, when he inliſted as a foot-foldier. 
Being wounded at the battle of Culloden, he was 
pronounced incapable of further ſervice, and diſ- 
charged; ſoon after which he was admitted an out 
penſioner of Greenwich: hoſpital. | 

He went to Ansford in Sowerſerſhire, . for: 
ſome time reſided with his mother, who kept an 
inn in that town, and occaſionally worked at his 
bufineſs; but he was univerſally deteſted on ac- 
count Y, his em 6 difobliging, and oppreſſive 


diſpoſition, - 
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gimen, which was obſerved for two days only; 
when Mr. Scawen came to him, and told him, that 
in a decoction of ſarſaparilla, which had been given 
him, he found a brafly taſte, and that it made him 
very ſick; that he had been frequently feveriſh 
and fick at ſtomach ; that his mouth began to be 
ſore ; and that he apprehended he was going into 
another ſalivation. 

Atter this Mr. Scawen was removed to Mr. 
Sanxay's houſe on the 2oth of June, 1775, and died 
there on the 8th of July following. Mr. Sanxay 
declared his opinion, that Mr. Scawen did not die 
a natural death; but that a falivation produced by 
mercury was the cauſe of this event. 

On the contrary, ſeveral ſurgeons, and other 
perſons of reſpectable character, gave ſuch evi- 
dence as would induce a candid mind to believe 
that Mr. Scawen did not die by poiſon, but in con- 
ſequence of his debilitated habit of body, and his 
prepoſterous attachment to quack medicines, in 
ſearch of that relief which was not to be reaſonably 
expected from them. 

The conſequence was, that the jury, after retir- 
ing about ten minutes, brought in a verdict of 
Not guilty;“ and Miſs Butterfield immediately 
ſet out for London in a poſt-chaiſe that had been 
pre viouſly provided. | 

We have been the ſhorter in our narrative of 
this affair, becauſe there did not appear to be any 
juſt ground of ſuſpicion of rhe alledged crime. 
What were the moti ves of this proſecution it would 
not be decent in us to ſay. It has been intimated 
that Mr. Scawen had made a will greatly in favour 
of Miſs Butterfield, and that this urged the ſuit 
againſt her, —Be this as it may, the generous — 
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Wil con gratulate her, as her friends did, on her 


— 5 acquittal! 


The fatal conſequences of ſeduction will appear 
evident on the conſideration of this caſe. Miſs 


Butterfield's father loſt his life in conſequence of 


his daughter's being drawn aſide from the paths of 
virtue. Let this furniſh a leſſon of caution to men, 
never to be guilty of a crime with reſpect to the other 
ſex, for which all their future tenderneſs can make 
no adequate compenſation. 


Particulars relating to REOGINX ALV Tucker, who 
was executed for the Murder of his Wife. 


HIS offender was a native of - Herviſh, near 
Langport in Somerſetſhire. While he 
was in a ſtate of infancy his father died, and he 


was maintained by his mother till he was about 


fourteen years old, when ſhe apprenticed him to a 
bellows-maker in the city of Wells. He was of a 
moroſe and quarrelſome temper ; but he proved an 
induſtrious ſervant, and continued with his maſter 
about five years, when he inliſted as a foot-ſoldier. 
Being wounded at the battle of Culloden, he was 
pronounced incapable of further ſervice, and dif- 
charged ; ſoon after which he was admitted an out 
penſioner of Greenwich hoſpital. 

He went to Ansford in Somerſetſhire, and * 
ſome time reſided with his mother, who kept an 
inn in that town, and occaſionally worked at his 
buſineſs; but he was univerſally deteſted on ac- 
count of his violent, diſobliging, and oppreſſive 
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diſpoſition, which involyed him in ſeveral law. 
ſuits. f | 
He married im the year 1750, and. the money 
he received with his wife enabled him to open a 
ſhop in the Strand, where his ingenuity in his bu- 
fineſs procured him great fucceſs ; and he obtained 
the premium offered by the ſociety for the encou- 
ragement of arts, for inventing a ventilator on a 
new conſtruction. A ſhort time after he had re- 
ceived the premium, all his effects were deſtroyed 
by fire; but the maney he received from the in- 
furance office was ſuppoſed to be greater than the 
value of his goods. A rich jew lodged in Tucker's 
houſe, and at the time of the fire he loſt a conſider- 
able ſum of money, which Tucker was ſtrongly 
ſuſpected of having ſecreted ;- and the ſuſpicion was 
greatly ſtrengthened when it was diſcovered that, 
thortly after the accident, he went to Ansford, and 


purchaſed an eſtate that produced thirty pounds 


per annum. = 

At Ansford he commenced farmer, but that 
employment not proving ſo advantageous as he 
expected, he lett the farm at a high rent, and 


moved to a ſmall houſe adjacent. Tucker had a 


ſon and a daughter, of whom he was exceedingly 
fond, but he treated his wife. with. ſhocking bar- 
barity ; and, to avoid the effects of his brutal fury, 
the was often under the neceſſity of ſeeking refuge 
among her neighbours. 

His fon being deceaſed, Fucker's family in the 


year 1775 conſiſted only of himſelf, his wife, and 
daughter. On the 8th of June, the young woman 
went to viſit a perſon at about a mile diſtant from 
Ansford; and preſently after her departure, her 
father deſired to have ſome pork roaſted for dinner, 
and that, as he and his wife had appointed to ſpend 
the 
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the afternoon at the houſe of a neighbouring fat- 
mer, it might be ready before twelve o' clock. 
He employed himſelf in the garden till near 
twelve o'clock, zud then his wife called him to 
dinner. He complained that the pork was not 
good, overturned the table, and beat his wife in a 
cruel manner. The unhappy woman made ſome 
refiſtance z on which Tucker took up a large ham- 
mer, and ſtruck her with it two ar three times on 
the back part of her head, which fractured her 
{kull, and occaſioned ſome blood to fpring up a- 
gainſt the cieling. He then hid the fatal inſtrument, 
with which he had perpetrated the horrid crime, in 
the grate, and having changed his cloaths, went 
ro the farmer's houſe where he had engaged to 
fpend the afternoon. The perturbation of his 
mifid was obſerved with concern and ſurprize 
the whole family ; but they entertained not the leaſt 
fuſpicion of the melancholy cauſe from whence it 
aroſe. 

He returned about ſeven o'clock in the evening, 
and, after having ſeveral times knocked at the 
door, requeſted the aſſiſtance of ſome of his neigh- 
bours in breaking open one of the windows, pre- 
tending at the ſame time great ſurprize that he 
could not procure admittance. When the houſe 
was entered, the ſight of the deceaſed created much 
conſternation; and the huſband appeared to be not 
leſs concerned and aſtoniſhed than the reſt. 

The abovementioned melancholy cireumſtance 
being communicated to the coroner, a jury was 
fummoned to meet on the following day, when 
they brought in a verdict of Wiltul Murder, 
„ againit perſons unknown.” In the evening ſeveral 
perions waried upon the coroner, and mentioned 
many reaſons for believing Tucker to have com- 

mitted 
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mitted the murder; in conſequence of which hits 
| houſe was ſearched the next day, and, the cloaths 


he wore at the time of perpetrating the horrid fact 
being found, it appeared that endeavours had beet 
uſed to waſh out the blood, the ſtains of which 


were (till clearly difcernible. He was taken into 
cuſtody on ſuſpicion of the murder, and committed 


to gaol in preparation for his trial at the enſuing 
aſſizes at Wells. 288 
Tucker ſuborned witneſſes to appear in his 


behalf, and two of them were guilty of perjury on 


his trial; and he had recourſe to other ſtratagems, 
with a view of avoiding the puniſhment that was 
due to his enormous crime; but the evidence 

inſt him, though of a circumſtantial nature, was 
ſo ſtrong that the jury were fully convinced of his 
guilt, and he was therefore ſentenced to ſuffer 
death. 

Tucker heard his ſentence pronounced with great 
compoſure; and being conveyed back to priſon, 
through the intereſt of his friends, he was fre- 
quently viſited by two clergymen, and he prepared 
for the dreadful fate that awaited him in a manner 


that ſeemed to prove him perfectly reſigned and 


penitent. | | 
Reginald Tucker was executed at Wells in 
Somerſetſhire on the 25th of Auguſt, 1775. 
The caſe of this unhappy man affords a ſtriking 
inſtance of the dangerous effects of indulging vio- 


lent paſſions. The diſagreement preceding the 


murder aroſe from a circumſtance of a very trifling 
nature. Whether the meat was really bad, or 
whether he only imagined it to be ſo, is of little 
conſequence ; in either caſe there was no cauſe for 
Tucker's diſpleaſure againſt his wife. When we 


ſuffer our paſſions to gain the aſcendency over rea- 
ſon, 


| 
| 
| 


1 

ſon, we know not to what fatal extremes we may 
be hurried; and when we perceive the conduct of 
others to be really deſerving cenſure, we ſhould by 
mild remonſtrance endeavour to prevent future er- 
rors of a ſimilar nature, conſtantly remembering 
that the moſt unexceptionable characters cannot, 
in ſome inſtances, bear the teſt of ſtrict enquiry, 
ſince ** perfection is not the attribute of man.“ 


Account of the Trials and Convictions of RoBERT 
PeRREAu, and DANIEL PERREAu, for Forgery, 
attended with very extraordinary Circumſtances. 


N order to preſerve, as near as poſſible, the chro- 

nological diſpoſition of this work, we inſert the 
following in this place, though the brothers Per- 
reau were not executed till a conſiderable time after 
conviction, nor till after the acquittal of Mrs. 
Rudd; but it is neceſſary that their trials ſnould 
precede that of Mrs. Rudd, as the former were in 
ſome meaſure productive of the latter. 

On the 1oth of March, 1775, diſcovery was made 
of a ſeries of forgeries, ſaid to have been carried 
on for a length of time by Robert and Daniel Per- 
reau, twin brothers; the one an apothecary of 
great practice, and the other living in the ſtile of a 
gentleman. 

The above parties, together with Mrs. Margaret 
Caroline Rudd, who lived with Daniel Perreau as 
his wife, and who was deemed to have been a prin- 
cipal agent in the forgerics, were taken into cuſs 
tody, and carried before the bench of magiſtrates 
in Bow-ſtreet, where the crowd attending to hear 
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their examination was ſo great, that it became ne- 


ceſſary to adjourn to the Guildhall, Weſtminſter. 

The evidence there adduced tended to prove 
that the parties had raiſed confiderable ſums by 
bonds forged in the name of the well known agent, 
William Adair, Eſquire, which they impoſed on 
ſeveral gentlemen of fortune, as collateral ſecurities 
with their own notes, for the payment of the ſaid 
ſums. 

This tranſaction was diſcovered by the following 
means. Robert Perreau, whoſe character had been 
hitherto unimpeachable, applied to Mr. Drummond, 
the banker, to lend him 5000/. and offered a bond for 
75001. which he ſaid Mr. Adair had given to his 
brother, as a ſecurity for the paymenr. 

It will now be proper to remark, that, in order 
to give colour to the validity of theſe bonds, it had 
been artfully ſuggeſted, that Mrs. Rudd. had near 
connexions with Mr. Adair ; and it was even in- 
finuated, that ſhe was his natural daughter : but 
Mr. Drummond, to whom Mr. Adair's writing was 
familiar, had no ſooner looked at the ſignature, than 
he doubted its authenticity, and very politely aſked 
Robert Perreau, if he had ſeen Mr. Adair fign it ? 
The latter ſaid he had not, but had no doubt but 
it was authentic, from the nature of the connexion 
that ſubſiſted. 

To this Mr. Drummond faid, that he could not 
advance ſuch a ſum without conſulting his brother, 
and deſired Perreau to leave the bond, promiſing to 
return it the next morning, or advance on it the ſum 
required. 

Mr. Perreau made no ſcruple to leave the bond, 
and call in the morning. In the interim Mr. Drum- 
mond examined the bond with greater attention; 
and Mr. Stephens, ſecretary of the Admiralty, 


happen- 


WT: 
happening to call, his opinion was demanded ; 
when comparing the ſignature of the bond with 
letters he had lately received from Mr. Adair, he 
was firmly convinced that it was forged. | 

When Perreau came, Mr. Drummond ſpoke more 
freely than he had done before, and told him thar 
he imagined he had been impoſed on ; but begged 
that, to remove all doubt, he would go with him 
to Mr. Adair, and get that gentleman to acknow- 
ledge the validity of the bond ; on which the mo- 
ney ſhould be advanced. 

Perreau made not the leaſt objection. They went 
together ; and Mr. Adair was aſked it the bond was 
his. He declared it was not; but Perreau ſmiled, 
and ſaid he jeſted. 

Mr. Adair told him that it was no jeſting mat- 
ter, and that it was his duty to clear up the affair. 
Perreau ſaid, © if that was the caſe, he had been 
*« ſent on a fine errand !* He deſired to have the 
bond, and ſaid he would make the neceſſary en- 
quiries : but this was refuſed, and it was thought 
a point of prudence to watch the motions of Robert 
Perreau, till Daniel and his pretended wife were 
produced. 

Soon after he returned home, the three parties 
went into a coach ; and, if Mrs. Rudd's teſtimony 
may be credited, ſhe took with her what money and 
valuables ſhe could conveniently carry; and ſaid, 
that the brothers had taken her money, gold watch, 
and jewels, into their poſſeſſion; but no reaſon was 
aſſigned for their doing fo. 

Their eſcape, however, if ſuch was intended, was 
prevented; for an information being laid againſt 
them, they were apprehended, carried before Sir 
John Fielding, and examined at the Guildhall, 
Weſtminſter, as above- mentioned. The facts al- 
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ready mentioned were atteſted by Mr. Adair, Mr. 


Drummond, and other perſons ; and Sir Thomas 


Frankland charged them with obtaining from him 
4000 J. on the firſt application, which they honeſtly 
repaid before the money became due ; afterwards 
9000 J. and then 40001. on ſimilar bonds, all ſigned 
with the name of Mr. Adair. 

Mr. Watſon, a money-ſcrivener, ſaid that he had 
drawn eight bonds, all of them ordered by one or 
other of the brothers; but he heſitated to fix on 
either, on account of their great perſonal reſem- 
blance; but being preſſed to make a poſitive declara- 
tion, he fixed on Daniel as his employer. 

Dr. Brooke charged the brothers with obtaining 
from him fifteen bonds of the bank of Air, each of 


the value of 100. upon the ſecurity of a forged 


bond for 3100 l. 

On the ſtrength of this evidence the brothers 
were committed, the one to New Priſon, and the 
other to Clerkenwell Bridewell; and Mrs. Rudd 
was admitted an evidence for the crown. 

On her future examination ſhe declared that ſhe 
was the daughter of a nobleman in Scotland ; that, 
when young, ſhe married an officer in the army, 
named Rudd, againſt the conſent of her friends ; 
that her fortune was conſiderable; that, on a diſa- 
greement with her huſband, they reſolved to part; 
that ſhe made a reſerve of money, jewels, and eſ- 
fects, to the amount of 13, ooo l. all of which ſhe 
gave to Daniel Perreau, whom ſhe ſaid ſhe loved 
with the tenderneſs of a wife; that ſhe had three 
„ children by him; that he had returned her kind- 
“ neſs in every reſpeRt till lately, when having been 
unfortunate in gaming in the alley, he had be- 
come uneaſy, peeviſh, and much altered to her; 
that he cruelly conſtrained her to fign the bond 

* now 


* 
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© no in queſtion, by holding a knife to her throat, 
« and ſwearing that he would murder her if ſhe. 
did not comply ; that, being ſtruck with remorſe, 
ſhe had acquainted Mr. Adair with what ſhe had 
done, and that ſhe was now willing to declare 
every tranſaction with which ſhe was acquainted, 
* whenever the ſhould be called upon by law fo 
«© to do.“ 

At the bene held at the Old Bailey in June, 
1775, Robert Perreau, Eſquire, was indicted for 
forging a bond for the payment of 7500. in the 
name of William Adair, Eſquire, and alſo for felo- 
niouſly uttering and publiſhing the ſaid bond, know- 
ing it to be forged, with intention to defraud Robert 
and Henry Drummond, Eſquires. 

After what we have mentioned above reſpecting 
this tranſaction, we ſhall be as conciſe as poſſible in 
the recital of 'the evidence. Henry Drummond, 
Eſquire, depoſed, that Robert Perrtau requeſted 
the loan of 1,400/. having made a purchaſe in 
Suffolk or Norfolk to the amount of 12,co0/. He 
ſaid he had a houſe in Hartey-ſtreet, 'Cavendith- 
ſquare, which coſt 40001. the Ae of which houſe 
he would leave as a ſecurity. Theſe he did leave, 
and promiſing to return in ten days, the money was 
paid him. He came ſome time afterwards, and 

apologized for not having kept his appointment; 
and ſaid he then came to borrow 5000 J. on the 
bond, out of which he would pay the 1 4001. 
abovementioned. 

Mr. Drummond and his brother doubting the 
validity of the bond, Perreau ſaid there were fa- 
mily-connexions between him and Mr. Adair, who 


had money of his in his hands, for which he paid 
Intereſt. 


16 


I A great 
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A great part of what Mr. Drummond delivered 
in evidence has been already given in the former 


part of this narrative. Mr. Drummond going with 
the priſoner to Mr. Adair's, Mrs. Daniel Perreau 
(Mrs. Rudd) was ſent for, when Robert aſked her, 
if ſhe had not given the bond to him. She owned 
that ſhe had, took the whole on herſelf, and ac- 
knowledged that ſhe had forged the bond. 

The counſel for the priſoner aſking Mr. Drum- 
mond if he was certain that the priſoner ſaid it was 
Bis money that Mr. Adair paid intereſt for, he an- 
ſwered in the affirmative. He declared likewiſe, 
that Mr. Perreau did not make the leaſt objection 
to leaving the bond with him, nor ſhewed any re- 
luctance in going with him to Mr. Adair's houſe. 

He likewiſe ſaid that Mrs. Rudd took the whole 
on herſelf, begged them, “ for God's ſake to have 
* mercy on an innocent man ;” and that ſhe ſaid 
no injury was intended to any perſon, and that all 
would be paid ; and that ſhe acknowledged de- 
lvering the bond to the priſoner. 

The counſel demanding if Mr. Drummond and 
Mr. Adair, after hearing what Mrs. Rudd faid, 
had not expreſſed themſelves as conſidering the pri- 
ſoner as her dupe; the anſwer was, We both 
*« expreſſed ourſelves to that effect. A conſtable 
* had been ſent for, and we diſcharged him.” 

The identity of the bond was proved by Mr. 
Wheatley, Clerk to Meſſieurs Drummond. —The 
evidence of Mr. Robert Drummond was not, in 
any very efſential point, different from that of his 
| brother. He depoſed, that when Mrs. Rudd had ac- 
knowledged that ſhe forged the bond, he expreſſed 
his doubt. the band-writing being ſo different from 
that of a woman, and ſaid nothing would convince 
uim of it but her ſhew ing, on a piece of paper, that 
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me could write that ſort of hand. He ſaid he did 
not mean to enſnare her, and would immediately 
throw the writing into the fire. Mrs. Rudd in- 
ſtantly wrote William Adair, or part of the name, 
ſo very like the ſignature of the bond, that it ſa- 
tisfied him, and he burnt the paper. Robert 
Perreau then ſaid, that“ he hoped that the infor- 
mation ſhe had given ſufficiently acquitted him; 
but he was told that he had better not inquire into 
that; and on this occaſion he ſhewed the firſt ſign 
of anxiety. 

Sir Thomas Frankland depoſed, that the priſo- 
ner brought him two bonds at different times, 
one to Daniel Perreau for 6000L. and the other 
to himſelf (Robert) for 53300. that for 5300L. 
on which he lent him qoooy. was to be repaid on 
the 26th of March, with the three days grace ; 
the other was due on the 8th of March =. 

Mr. Wilſon declared that he filled up the bond 
at the defire of the priſoner; and produced his in- 
ſtructions for ſo doing. He likewiſe acknowledg- 
ed that he had filled up other bonds for the priſo- 
ner. 

That the hand-writing at the bottom of the 
bond was not the hand writing of William Adair 
was proved by Scroope Ogilvie and James Adair, 
eſquires. Mr. James Adair was now queſtioned by 
counſel reſpecting a private interview he had with 
Mrs. Rudd, but the court doubted if this might be 
allowed as evidence. After ſome obſervations made 
by the counſel for the priſoner, a letter was read, 


_” 
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m. et 


* The intent of this evidence ſeems to have been, to ſhew 
that the money to be borrowed of Mr. Drummond was deſi;o- 
ed to repay the money actually borrowed of Sir Thomas; and- 
that there was no intention of defrauding either of them. 
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which he preſumed had been ſent him by William 
Adair, eſquire, but which appeared to have been 
written by Mrs. Rudd, but it was ſcarcely intelligi- 
ble. | 

The priſoner now proceeded to make his de- 
fence in the following terms : — © My Lords, and 


gentlemen of the jury; If I had been wanting 


in that fortitude which is the reſult of innocence, 
or had found any hefitation in ſubmitting my 


proceedings to the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, I need not 


at this day have ſtood before my country, or 
ſet my life upon the iſſue of a legal trial. Sup- 
ported by the conſciouſneſs of my integrity, I 
have forced that tranſaction to light, which 
might elſe have been ſuppreſſed, and I have vo- 
luntarily ſought that impriſonment which guilt 
never invites, and even innocence has been known 
to fly from; ardently looking forward to this 
hour, as the ſure, though painful, means of vin- 
dicating a character, not diſtinguiſhed, indeed, 
for its importance, but hitherto maintained 
without a blemiſh. There are many reſpectable 
witneſſes at hand (and many more, I perſuade 
myſelf, would be found, if it had been neceſſa- 
ry to ſummon them upon a point of ſuch notori- 
ety), who will inform your Lordſhips and the 


court, how I have appeared to them to act; 


what truſt has been repoſed in me, and what 
credit I had in their opinions, for my diligence, 
honeſty, and punctuality. In truth, my Lords, 
I am bold to ſay that few men, in my line of life, 
have carried on their buſineſs with a fairer cha- 
rater, not many with better ſucceſs. I have 
followed no pleaſures, nor launched into any 
expences : there is not a man living who can 
charge me with neglect or diſſipation. The 

: | „ ho- 
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honeſt profits of my trade hive afforded me 4 
comfortable ſupport, and furniſhed me with 
the means of maintaining, in a decent ſort, a 
worthy wife, and three promiſing children, 
upon whom I was labouring to beſtow the pro- 
pereſt education in my power: in ſhort, we were 
as happy as afflucence and innoence could make 
us, till this affliction came upon us by ſurprize, 
and I was made the dupe of a tranſaction from 
whoſe® criminality, I call God, the ſearcher of 
all human hearts, to witneſs, I am now as free 
* as I was at the day of my birth. — My Lords; 
„ and gentlemen of the jury, men who are un- 
practiſed in deceit will be apt to credit others 
for a ſincerity which they themſelves pofleſs. 
„The moſt undeſigning characters have at all 
« times been the dupe of craft and ſubtilty. A 
& plain ſtory, with the indulgence of the court, I 
% will relate, which will farniſha ſtrong inſtances 
*« of credulity on one part, and at the ſame time 
« will exhibit a train of ſuch conſummate artifices 
* on the other, a as are not to be equalled in the 
« annals of iniquity; and which might have ex- 
* torted an equal confidence from a much mere 
« enlightened underſtanding than I can claim.“ 

Having ſaid thus much, the unhappy man pros 
ceeded to relate a variety of circumſtances relat ve 
to the impoſition practiſed on him by Mrs. Rudd, 
of which the following are tlie molt remarkable. 
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* If Mr. Perreau had ſpoken Engliſh, he would have faid 
from the criminality of which ;” dur we preſume this muſt 
have been a miſtake of the ſhon-hand- writer ; as the other parts 
of his defence do not appear deficient in point of grammar. 
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. He faid that ſhe was conſtantly converſing about 
the Initereſt ſhe had with Mr. W. Adair; and 


that Mr. Adair had, by his intereſt with the king, 


obtained the promiſe of a baronetage for Daniel 
Perreau, and was about procuring him a ſeat in 
parliament. That Mr. Adair had promiſed to 
open a bank, and take the brothers Perreau into 
partnerſhip with him : that the priſoner received 
many letters ſigned William Adair, which he had 
no doubt came from that gentleman; in which 
were promiſes of giving them a conſiderable part of 
his fortune during his life, and that he was to 
allow Daniel Perreau C. 2,400 a year for his houſ- 
hold expences, and C. 600 a year for Mrs. Rudd's 
pin money. That Mr. Daniel Perreau purchaſed a 
houſe in Harley-ftreet for C. 4000, which money Mr. 
William Adair was to give them. That, when Da- 
nie] Perreau was preſſed by the perſon he bought the 
houſe of for the money, the priſoner underſtood 
that they applied to Mr. William Adair, and that 
his anſwer was that he had lent the king C. 70,000, 
and had purchaſed a houſe in Pall Mall at 
(. 7006, in which to carry on the banking bu- 
ſineſs, and therefore could not ſpare the . 4000 
at that time. 

The priſoner now related a variety of circum- 
ſtances, which would tempt an ingenuous mind 
to ſuppole him innocent, and that the guilt 
of the tranſaction reſted with Mrs. Rudd. The 

unfortunate man then proceeded in his defence 
in the following terms : | 

« My lords, and gentlemen of the jury, I 
% have now faithtully laid before yon ſuch circum- 
« ſtances as have occurred to my memory, as 
« neceiiary for your information, in order as they 
„happened during my acquaintance with Mrs. 


3 „ Rudd, 
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„ 
*« Rudd, under the character of my brother's. 
* wife. Many have been the ſufferers by artifices 
and impoſtors, but never man appeared, I be- 
** lieve, in this, or any other tribunal, upon whom 
** ſo many engines were fer at work to intereſt his 

*© credulity. It will not eſcape the notice of this 
* ſplendid * court, that my compaſhon was firſt 
* engaged by the ſtory of Mrs. Rudd's ſufferings, 
before my belief was invited to her repreſenta- 
* tions. Let me have credit with you for yielding 
up by pity in the firſt inſtance, and you cannot 
* wonder I did not withhold my credulity after- 


Wards. It is in this natural, this neceſſary con- 


* {equence, I reſt my defence. I was led from 
* error to error by ſuch inſenſible degrees, that 
every ſtep I took ſtrengthened my infatuation. 
„When Mr. Drummond firit hefitated at the 
„ hand-writing at the foot of the bond, if it 
* did not ſo alarm me as to ſhake my belief in this 
* artful] woman, let it be conſidered that I had 
* been prevailed npon to negociate other bonds 


af hers, / depoſiting them in the hands of 
„ bankers who had never ſpied any defect, or 


* raiſed the leaſt objection. Theſe bonds have 
„ been regularly and punctually paid in due time. 
« The letters ſent to me, as if from William Adair, 
*« critically agreed with the hand-writing of the 
* bond. Mr. Adair did not keep money at Mr. 
« Drummond's; opportunities of comparing his 
« hand-writing for many years had not occurred, 
„ and the heſitation upon his part appeared to me 
„ no more than the exceptions and minute pre- 
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#* Splendid is an awkward word on this occafion: perhaps 
* would bave been more * 
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He faid that ſhe was conſtantly converſing about 
the. Intereſt ſhe: had with Mr. W. Adair; and 


that Mr. Adair had, by his intereſt with the king, . 


obtained the promiſe of a baronetage for Daniel 
Perreau, and was about procuring him a ſeat in 
parliament. That Mr. Adair had promiſed to 


open a bank, and take the brothers Perreau into 
partnerſhip with him: that the priſoner received 


many letters ſigned William Adair, which he had 
no doubt came from that gentleman; in which 
were promiſes of giving them a conſiderable part of 
his fortune during his life, and that he was to 


allow Daniel Perreau C. 2,400 a year for his houſ- 


hold expences, and C. 600 a year for Mrs. Rudd's 
D That Mr. Daniel Perreau purchaſed a 
ouſe in Harley. ſtreet for C. 4000, which money Mr. 


William Adair was to give them. That, when Da- 


nĩel Perreau was preſſed by the perſon he bought tbe 


houſe of for the money, the priſoner underſtood 
that they applied to Mr. William Adair, and that 
his anſwer was that he had lent the king (. 70,000, 
and had - purchafed a ' houſe in Pall Mall, at 
C. 700e, in which to carry on the banking bu- 
ſineſs, and therefore could not ſpare the . 4000 
at that time. 


The priſoner now related a variety of circum- 


ſtances, which would tempt an. ingenuous mind 
to ſuppole him innocent, and that the guilt 


of the tranſaQtion reſted with Mrs. Rudd. The 
_ unfortunate man then proceeded in his defence 


in the following terms : = 
« My lords, and gentlemen of the jury, I 


% have now faithfully laid before yon ſuch circutn-- 
. « ftances as have occurred to my memory, as 


« neceſſary for your information, in order as they 


n happened during my acquaintance with Mrs. 
3 5 * Rudd, 
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« Rudd, under the character of my brother's . 
« wife. Many have been the ſufferers by artifices 
and impoſtors, but never man appeared, I be- 
* lieve, in this, or any other tribunal, upon whom, 
« ſo many engines were fer at work to intereſt his 
* credulity. It will not efcape the notice of this 
= * ſplendid * court, that my compaſhon was firſt 
* engaged by the ſtory of 'Mrs. Rudd's ſafferings, 
1 before my belief was invited to her repreſenta- 
* tions. Let me have credit with you for yielding 
„up by pity in the firſt inſtance, and you cannot 
* wonder I did not withhold my credulity after- 
* wards. It is in this natural, this neceſſary con- 
* {equence, I reſt my defence. I. was led from 
error to error by ſuch, inſenſible degrees, that 
* every ſtep I took ſtrengthened my infatuation. 
„When Mr. Drummond firſt heſitated at the 
„ hand-writing at the foot of the bond, if it 
* did not fo * me as to ſhake my belief in this 
« artful woman, let it be conſidered” that I had 
been prevailed upon to negociate other bonds 
* of hers, depoſiting them in the hands of 
„ bankers who had never ſpied any defect, or 
e raiſed the leaſt objection. Theſe bonds have 
been regularly and punctually paid in due time. 


« The letters ſent to me, as if from William Adair, 


*« critically agreed with the hand-writing of the 
„bond. Mr. Adair did not keep money at Mr. 
« Drummond's; opportunities of comparing his 
% hand-writing for many years had not occurred, 
„ and the heſitation upon his part appeared to me 
„% no more than the exceptions and minute pre- 
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Splendid is an awkward word on this occafion ; perhaps 
awful would * more * 
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i cautions of a banker, which could, not ſo ſad- 
* denly overturn the explicit belief that I had an- 
| * nexed, to all that was told me in Harley: ſtreet, 
| C Can any greater proof be given than my own 
* propoſal to Mr. Drummond of leaving the bond 
« in his hands till he bad ſatisfied his credulity ? 
* Can your lordſhips, or gentlemen. of the jury, 
* for. a moment ſuſpect, that any man would be 
e guilty of ſuch a crime, whoſe proceedings were 
1 * ſo fair and open? that fingle circumſtance, 1 
| % am ſatisfied, will afford my total exculpation, 
* The reſort to Mr. Adair was as eaſy to Mr, 
'* Drummond, as to the books in his compting- 
* houſe; it does not come within the bounds of 
| common ſenſe, much leſs does it fall within the 
| e poſſibility of guilt, that any man living ſhould 
| % voluntarily, with his eyes open, take a ſtep ſo 
directly and abſolutely center ing in his certain 
** deſtruftion. But this circumſtance, ſtrong as it 
* is, is not all my caſe. . I bleſs God, the pro- 
20 tector of innocence, that, in my defence, proofs 
| 


« ariſe upon proofs : the leaſt of them, I truſt, 
* will be thought incompatible with guilt. I 
** ſhould ſeem impoſſible that a guilty perſon would 
« propoſe to Mr. Drummond to retain the bond 
for the ſatisfaction of his ſcruples ; but that the 

| % ſame. perſon ſhould, after ſo long a time for 
« conſideration had paſſed after my leaving the 
te bond, which was full twenty-four hours, openly, 
1 and in the face af day, enter the ſhop of 
e Mr. Drummond, and demand if he had Da 
| > #66 fied all his, ſcruples, unleſs a man from mere 
«© deſperation bad been weary of his life, and 

« ſought a diffolution ; this, I humbly apprehend, 
„ would be an abſolute impoſſibility: but, my 
lords, and gentlemen of the jury, I had nei- 
6 ther in my breaſt the principle of guilt, nor 
© had 


TI nz 1 
1 had. I that deſperate loathing of exiſtence as 
** ſhogld bring a ſhameful condemnation on my 


96 head. It is true I have invited this trial; but 
be it ĩs equally true 1 have done it in the conſci- 


e Guſneſs of my integrity, becauſe I could not 
f© otherwiſe go through 15 


e remainder of my days 
te with comfort and ſatisfaction, unleſs I had the 
te yerdict of my countrymen for my acquittal, and 


** reſted my innocence upon the pureſt teſtimony = 


** I could han on this fide the grave. It is plain 
I had an opportunity of withdrawing myſelf. 


gt How many men are there, with the ect 


intentions, yet from the apprehenſion. of 
& being made the talk of the public, and, 
** above all, the real of impriſonment, and the 
ce terror of a trial; would have thought themfelves 


(“„ happy to have caught at any opportunity of 


« ſaving themſelves from ſuch a ſeries of diſ- 
fe wen f greater confidence can no man be in, of 
© the integrity of his caſe, and the juſtice of 

te his country. When it was found neceflary 
©< to the deſigns of Mrs. Rudd, that I and my 
te family ſhould be made the dupes of her con- 
** nexions with the houſe of Adair, it may well 
ebe believed that nothing but the frenge/ft inter- 
Aid ian could prevent my endeavours to obtain 
* an interview. In fact, this point was laboured 
wih conſummate artifice, and nothing leſs than 
+ ruin to my brother and his affairs was denoun- 

ced upon my breaking this injunction. It was 
part of the ſame errar to believe her in this alſo. 
« A reſpectable witneſs has told you, and I do 
not controvert his evidence, that my confidence 


* in her affertion, and in the teſtimonialt that ſhe 


tc exbibited under the hand, as I believed, of Mr. 


„ Adair, were ſuch, in my miſtaken judgement, as 
# jo be equal to the evidence of my o 


wn ſenſes, 


1 « preſſed 
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preſſed by the forms of buſineſs to ſay to Mr. 
o o that I had ſeen Mr. Adair myſelf ; 
but 1 neither went to Mr. Adair, nor diſcloſed 
* thoſe preſſing motives which prevented, me. 
* No leſs free to confeſs my faults, than I am 
« confident to aſſert my 1233 I ſeek no pal- 
lation for this circumſtance, except my temp- 
tation and my failings; and I truſt it will rather 
* be a matter of furprize, that, in the courſe of 
a negotiation, through the whole of which I 
*« was acted upon by the moſt artful of impoſtors, 
« that this only deviation was to be bund and 
yet this very circumſtance carries with ir a clear- 
er convichon of my beivg the dupe of Mrs. 
Rudd's intrigues, than any I have to offer in 
mj defence; and if my ſubſequent proceedings, 
« and the alacrity I ſhewed in going with Mr. 
« Drummond, to Mr. Adair, together with = 

* conduct before this gentleman, is, as I ap 
hend it is, abſolutely irreconcileable with a . 
4 ſciouſneſs of guilt, the circumſtances abovemen- 
« tioned will ſerve to ſhew with what a degree of 
t credulity the artifices of Mrs. Rudd had fur- 
© niſhed me. Upon the whole, if, in the above 
ec detail, no circumſtances are diſcovered in which 
© an innocent man, under the like deluſion with 
© myſelf, might not have ated as I have acted, 
c“ and, at the ſame time, if there be very many 
< particulars in which no guilty man would have 
* conducted himfelf as I have conducted myſelf, 
ce I ſhould be wanting in reſpect to your Lordſhips 
© and the jury, if I doubted the juſtice of their 
* verdict, and which is inſeparable from it, my 
& honourable accquirtal.” | | 
The priſoner now proceeded to call his witneſſes, 
the ſubſtance of whoſe evidence we ſhall give = 
| the 
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dete woſt conciſe manner. George Kinder, depoſed, 


that Mrs. Perreau* told him that ſhe was a 
« near relation of Mr. James Adair ; that he looked 
* upon her as his child, had promiſed to make 
« her fortune;and with that view had recommended 
« her to Mr. William Adair, a near relation, and 
« intimate friend of his, who had promiſed to ſet 
* her huſband and the priſoner up in the bank- 
« ing buſineſs.” He likewiſe depoſed, that the 
ſaid Mr. Daniel Perreau was to be made a'baronet, 
and deſcribed how ſhe would act when ſhe be- 
came a lady. This witneſs depoſed, that Mrs. 
Rudd often pretended that Mr. William Adair had 
called to ſee her, but that he never had ſeen that 
gentleman on any viſit. 

John Moody, a livery-ſervant of Daniel Per- 
reau, ee that his miſtreſs wrote two very 
different hands, in one of which ſhe wrote letters 
to his maſter, as from Mr. William Adair, and in 
the other the ordinary buſineis of. the family ; thar 
the letters written in the nawe of William Adair 
were pretended to have been left in his maſter's 
abſence; that his miſtreſs ordered him to give 
them to his maſter, and pretend that Mr. Adair 
had been with his miſtreis for a longer or ſhorter 
time, as circumſtances required.- This witneſs like- 
wiſe proved that the hand at the foot of the bond 
and that of his miſtreſs's fictitious writing were 
preciſely the fame : that ſhe uſed different pens, 
ink, and paper, in writing her common and 
fictitious letters; and that ſhe ſometimes gave the 


ä 


— as 2. 


* The only name by which be knew Mrs. Rudd. 
+ If thisevidence was credited, was it not [eu OS 
Mrs. Rudd, and in favour of the Perreaus? 
witneſs 


* 
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letter to het ſatisfaction. He ſaid he had ſeen het 
go two or three times to Mr. J. Adair's, but never 
to William's ; and that Mr. ]. Adair once viſited 
his miſtreſs on her lying in. | 
Suſanna Perreau (the priſoner's ſiſter) depoſed 
to the having ſeen a note delivered to Daniel Per- 
reau; by Mrs. Rudd, for C. 19,000 drawn as by 
William Adair, on Mr. Croft, the banker, in fa- 
your of Daniel Perreau. 

Elizabeth Perkins ſwore that, a week beter 
the forgery was diſcovered, her miſtreſs gave her 
a letter to bring back to her in a quarter of an 
hour, and fay it was brought by Mr. Coverley, 
who had been ſervant to Daniel Perreau: that 
ſhe gave her miſtreſs this letter, and her maſter 
inſtantly broke the ſeal. | 
Daniel Perreau declared that the purport of this 
letter was © that Mr. Adair deſired her to apply 
* to his brother, the priſoner, to procure him 
„ . 5000 upon his (Adair's) bond, in the ſame. 
c manner as he had done before; that Mr. Adair 
« was unwilling to have it appear that the money 
cc was raiſed for him, and therefore defired to have 
* the bond lodged with ſome confidential friend, that 
* would not require an aſſignment of it; that his 
4 brother, on being made acquainted with his re- 
i queſt, ſhewed a vaſt deal of reluctancy, and 
© faid it was a very unpleaſant work; but under. 
* took it with a view of obliging Mr. William 
&«& Adair.” 

The counſel for the proſecution demanding, 8 
„% he did not diſclaim all knowledge of the affair 
«© before Mr. Adair,” he ſaid, he denied ever 
baving ſeen the bond before, nor had he a perfect 
knowledge of it till he ſaw it in the hands of Mr. 


Adair * 
David 
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David Caffady, who aſſiſted Mr. R. Perreati ds 


d 


an apothecary, depoſed, that he lived much within 


he was going into the banking buſineſs. 


John Leigh, clerk to Sir John Fielding, ſwore 
to the priſoner's coming voluntarily to the office, 


and giving information that a forgery had been 


committed *, on which Mrs. Rudd was 1 
ed. Mr. Leigh was aſked, if ſhe © ever charged 


« the priſoner with any knowledge of the tranf- 


te action till the juſtices were hearing evidence to 
te prove her confeſſion of the fact.“ Mr. Leigh 
anſwered, that he did not recolle@ that circum- 
ſtance, but that on her firſt examination ſhe did 
not accuſe the priſoner. 

Mr. Perreau now called ſeveral perſons of rank 
to his character. Lady Lyttleton being aſked, if 
ſhe thought him capable of ſuch a crime, fuppoſed 


ſhe could have done it - as ſoon herſelf. Sir John 


Moore, Sir John Chapman, General Rebow, 
Capt. Ellis, Capt: Burgoyne, and other gentle- 
men, ſpoke moſt highly to the character of the 
priſoner ; yet the jury found him guilty. 


After this copious account of the trial of Robert, 


a very ſhort abſtract of that of the other brother 
may ſuffice, eſpecially as that of Mrs. Rudd is to 
follow. 

Daniel Perreau was indicted for forging and 
counterfeiting a bond, in the name of William 
Adair, for £.3,300, to defraud the faid William 
Adair; and for uttering the ſame, knowing it to 


be forged, with intent to defraud Thomas Brooke, 


* 
* 
— — — — — — — — — * 
- 


b Surely this evidence ought to have had great weight * 


the j Jury. 
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the profits of his profeſſion, and that it was reported 5 
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to deceive him. 
dit appeared to his character; and ſpoke of his con- 
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doctor of phyſic. Mr. Seroope Ogilvie, who bad 
been clerk to Mr. William Adair nine or ten years; 
proved the forgery; and Dr. Brooke proved the 


; uttering of the forged bond. 


By way of defence, the priſoner declared that 


Mrs. Rudd had given him the bond as a true one; 


that he believed it genuine, authentic and valid; 
and proteſted, by all his hopes of happineſs in 
this life and in a future, that he had never concei- 
ved an idea of any thing ſo baſe as the defraud- 
ing any man of his property. He added, F ad- 
„jure the Almighty ſo to aſſiſt me in my preſent 
dangerous fituation, as I ſpeak here before 
of * you” * . 

Mr. Daniel Perreau called ſeveral ** to 
prove the artifices which Mrs. Rudd had practiſed 
Many perſons of fortune and cre- 


duct previous to the fatal event in terms of the 
higheſt approbation; but the jury brought in a 


- verdict of guilty ; and the unfortunate brothers re- 


ceived ſentence of death, but were not executed till 
January 1776, becauſe though Mrs. Rudd had 
been admitted an evidence, yet the judges committed 
her as a principal, as will be ſeen more at large in 
the account of the ſubſequent trial. 

After conviction, the behaviour of the brothers 
was, in every reſpect, proper for their unhappy fi- 
tuation. Great intereſt was made to obtain a par- 
don for them, particularly for Robert, in whoſe fa- 
vour 78 bankers and merchants of London ſigned 


* This is an odd phraſe ; but ſo it is recorded by the ſhort- 


hand- writer. Perhaps the word truth ſhoald have been inſerted 


a pe- 


. 


+ + 
a petition-to the-king ; the newſpapers were filled 
with paragraphs, evidently written by difintereſted 
perſons, in favour of men whom 8 3 | 
dupes to the defigns of an artful woman: | 
this availed nothing. 
On the day of execution the * were fa- 
voured with a mourning coach, and' it was thought 
that g0,000 people attended. They were both 
dreſſed in mourning, and behaved 4 the moſt 
chriftian reſolution. When they quitted the coach 
and got into the cart, they bowed reſpectfully to the 
ſherifts, who waved their hands as a final adieu. 
After the cuſtomary devotions, they crofled their 
hands, joining the four together, and in this man- 
ner. were launched into eternity. They had not 
hung more than half a minute when their hands 
dropped afunder, and they appeared to die without 
pain. 
n Each of them delivered a paper to the ordinary 
of Newgate, which declared their innocence, and 
aſcribed the blame of the whole tranſaction to the 
artifices of Mrs. Rudd; and, indeed, thouſands of 
people gave credit to their afſertions, and a great 
majority of the public thought Robert wholly 1 in- 
nocent. 
Daniel Perreau and Robert Perreau were execu- 
ted at Tyburn on the 17th of January, 1776. 
On the Sunday following the bodies were car- 
ried from the houſe of Robert in Golden- ſquare, 
and, after the uſual ſolemnities, de poſited in the 
vault of Saint Martin's Church. The coffins were 
covered with black cloth and nails, and a black 
plate on each, inſcribing their names, the day of 
their death, and their ages (42), being twin bro- 
thers. They were carried in ſeparate hearſes, 
their friends attending in mourning coaches. The 
Aa 2 N 
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croud was ſo that the company could with 
difficulty get into the church; but at length the 
Aal. was decently performed, and 9 1 | 
di 

A few reflections naturally ariſe on this aten 
There was great guilt ſomewhere, but where it lay 
the public will determine. One would imagine 
that, if Robert Perreau had been guilty, he would 
not have returned to Drummond's, nor went to 
Adair's, after being ſuſpected. Charity will ſup- 
poſe that he fell a victim to his friendſhip for bis 
brother, and loſt his life through the telling of a 
lye ; a ſtrong argument for a ſtrict adherence to 
much in all we ſay. 

A very ingenious writer on this ſubject ſays, 
Upon a diſpaſſionate review of the above trial, 
bis it not poffible that the plauſible promiſes of an 
66 artful impoſtor, aided by the vain hope of being 
made rich and great by her pretended connexions, 
* ma y have operated on a credulous, though other- 
« wiſe ſenſible, mind; like as a gypſey's tale is fre- 
«quently found to do, on weak and unſuſpecting 
„women? If ſo, it will naturally account for the 
* abfurdity of the priſoner's pretending an acquain- 
* tance with Mr. William Adair, whom he had 
* never ſeen, and was ſtricty enjoined not to ſee, 
and for all che fallacious pretences that fol- 
« lowed.?? ? 
Alfter this quotation, - we ſhall ſay no more on 


this buſineſs, but ae to the trial of Mrs. 
Rudd. N 
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IN. bed of: Spender, 1775;Mrs/Radd*© 
| was: put to the bar at the Old DOT e | 
tried for forgery; but the counſel for the | 
pleading that, as ſhe had been: alrea 


dy e an 


evidence for the crown, it was unprecedented: 0 


detain her for trial, and the Judges differiu i Fin-opi-' „ 
nion on the point of lamp he was remanded to pri- 
fon, till the opinion of the judges coul be taken 
O A ſubject of 6 * much j importance. 4 ett 
On the 8th of December, 177 5» Margaret Cato- i 
line Rudd was indicted for 2 ging * ud 
bond, purporting to be ſigned by William Addir, | 
_ for. 6 n. and pub "ON 
eres a0 no vid 
Hori been brought. to. the! bas'l in 1 5 
ſeſſious, to plead to the faid indictment, and her 
— 3 that ſhe ought not to be tri 
as ſhe had acknowledged -herfelf. an \ accomplice; . - 
and had been admitted an evidenee b „ 
trates; and the judges :** differing in ping 
* the point of law: reference was had 10 the | 
„ nion of all the judges, that the matter E. 
« finally ſetiled, how far, under what, N N 
« ces, and in what manner, an accayplice; received ©: 
das a witneſs, ougbt to Je: IR to fayourunt” : 
Ke mercy. a. EE a5 % 3-2 CLE af 7 1 Nay = 1 
| Me paltice Afton now reed thing riſodllf 
| Informing. her that eleven of the judges hab” 
8 (ide chief juſtice of the Common Pleas; being i. | 
düupoſed), and were unanimous | in opinion, 5 thaty- * 


* * not within ay 


\ 
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* who fully diſcloſes the joint guilt of himſelf and 
*, his /companions, and is admitted by juſtices of 
the peace as a wirneſs, and who appears to have 
* acted a fair and ingenuous part in the diſcloſure 
* of all the circumſtances of the caſes in which he 
has been concerned, ought not to be proſecuted 
0 bon the offences ſo by bim confeſſed, but cannot 
by law plead this in bar of any indictment, but 
„merely as an equitable claim 4 mercy from the 
crown: and nine of the judges were of opinion, 
+ that all the circumſtances relative to this claim 
* ought to be laid before the court, to enable the 
Judges to exerciſe their diſcretion, whether the 
* trial ſhould proceed or not. With reſpect to 
the caſe before them, the fame nine judges were 
- '** of opinion, that if the matter ſtood ſingly upon 
* the two informations of the pritoner, compared 
« with the indiftments agaiaſt her, ſhe ought to 
have been tried upon all, or any of them, for 
from her informations ſhe is no accomplice : ſhe 
«exhibits a charge againſt Robert and Daniel Per- 
Argan, the: firſt ſoliciting her to imitate the hand- 
as Writing of William Adair, the other forcing her 
« to execute the forgery under the threat * death. 
Her two informations are contradi : if ſhe 
as ſuppreſſed the truth, ſhe has no equitable 
claim to favour; and if ſhe has told the truth, 
and the whole truth, ſne cannot be convicted. 
1 As to the indictments preferred againſt her by 
- «Sir Thomas Frankland, as her informations be- 
fore the juſtices have no relation to his charges, 
e can claim no ſort of advantage from theſe in- 
: 1 Formations.” e 
The trial was now proceeded on. The n 
ecvidences were, the wife of Robert Perceau, and 


Jahn Moody a ſervant to Daniel. The firſt endea- 


voured 
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voured to prove that the bond was publiſhed, .: 
latter that it was forged. Sir Thomas Frank]: 
proved that he had lent money on the bond. It 
was objected by the counſel for the priſoner, that 
Mrs. Perreau was an incompetent witneſs, as ſhe 
would be intereſted ia the event ; but the court 
over- ruled this obj ection. 125 70 

Mrs. Perreau depoſed, that, on the aer De- 
cember, ſhe ſaw Mrs. Rudd deliver a bond to her 
husband, which he laid on the table while he | 
bruſhed his coat; that it was for £.5,300 payable | 
to Robert Perreau, and ſigned William Adair; and {| 
that it was witneſſed in the names of Arthur Jones 
and Thomas Start, or Hart. Mrs. Perreau being 
aſked when ſhe again ſaw the bond, ſaid it was 
brought to her on the 8th of March (the day after 
her husband was convicted), when ſhe ſelected it 
from other bonds delivered to him on the 24th of 


December. She made her mark on it, and depo- _ g 


ſed that, when it was delivered to Mr. Perreau, 
Mrs. Rudd ſaid, Mr. Adair would be very much 
* obliged to Mr. Perreau to try to raiſe upon that 
* bond the ſum of {.4000 of Sir Thomas Frank- 
% land.” | 

Serjeant - Davy e Mrs. Perreau. 


She acknowledged that till the 24th of December 


ſhe had never ſeen a bond in her life, and that, on 
her firſt fight of that in queſtion, ſhe had no ſuſpi- 
cion ** that any thing was wrong.” Being aſked 
how ſhe could recolle&, at the diſtance of three 
ee the names, the ſum, and the ſeveral circum- 
ſtances reſpecting the bond, ſhe ſaid, © I have the 
ec happineſs to have a good memory. 5 Being aſked 
if ſhe had not examined the other bonds at — ſame - 
time, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had. It was demanded if her 
memory had retained-the date or ſum in any other 


0 | paper 


i 
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— She replied, «4 Fe] 8 


remember. 
John Moody, who had been Gruene with Mrs. 


Rudd, depoſed that his miſtreſs wrote two different 


hands, a common and a feigned one; that in her 


common hand ſhe noted the uſual buſineſs .of the 


houſe ; but that, when ſhe wrote letters as coming 
from William Adair, ſhe wrote her feigned hand. 
A bond figned William Adair was now ſhewn him; 
and he ſaid, the name appears to be the ſame 


| © hand the letters were wrote in, which I gave to 


« Daniel Perreau, as coming from Mr. William 
& Adair, and which I ſaw Mrs. Rudd write the di- 
« reftions of.” He-was aſked if he thought Mr. 
Adair's name was of the priſoner's writing. He 
replied, © I believe it is her hand-writing.“ 

On his croſs- examination he owned that he had 
never ſeen Mrs. Rudd write Mr. Adair's name. * 
Thus ſtood the evidence. Sir Thomas Frank- 
land proved the lending Robert Perreau . 4000 on 
the bond in queſtion, and that he had given him 
« a draught for C. 3890, deducting the diſcount of 
cc 1.5 ooo formerly lent, with the diſcount of the 
* money then borrowed, and 15/. 10s. for a lottery 
« ticket: that he had ſince received, among other 


e things, jewels to the value of J. 2 800, with wo- 
« men's wearing apparel, &c. which might, for 
« what he knew, be the priſoner's, but were ſold 


&> 


& to him by the two Perreaus by a bill of ſale. 
Chriſtian Hart depoſed, that ſhe had received a 
paper from the priſoner, tending to prove that 


7 » 
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No doubt this was true. —If ſhe wrote it at all, the 
bad too much art to let a ſervant be witneſs of ſuch a tranſ- 
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there was a combination apainſt her life to hive 
been concerted at the houſe of this witneſi, by Sir 
Thomas 'Frankland and the friends of the per. 
reaus. Our readers will gire what credit they 
pleaſe to this evidence. 

It was now demanded of Mrs. Rudd, what ſhe 
would ſay in her defence. She addreſſed the jury 
in a ſhort, bur ſenſible ſpeec 
theſe words, Gentlemen, ye are honeſt men, and 
_ « am ſafe in your hands.” 

I be jury, after a ſhort conſultation, gave theie 

_ verdict in the following ſingular, and 1 uti- 
precedented words: According to the evidence de» 
an * fore Us, NOT GUILTY. 

The verdict was no ſooher given, than Mrs, 

Rudd quitted the court, and retired to the houſe of 
a friend at the weſt end of the town. : 
There is a myſtery in the ſtory of the brothers 
Perreau, and Mrs. Rudd, that no perſon but the 
latter can clear up. We are told that the is yet 
living *; but we hope that, before ſhe quits this 
world, ſhe will difcover the ſecrets of a tranſaction 
concerning which the public opinion has been ſo 
much divided. The Perreaus were guilty, or 
they were not; and it is only from Mrs. Rudd 
the truth can be known. A declaration of the 
fact, if ſhe was guilty, could not now affect her, as 
the was 1 by the laws of her nn 


. v. 


h, and concluded in 
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ado: ad 220 Pole colpato) | $55: 
An authentic Account of the Proceedings in the 

Houſe of Peers on the Trial of ELEZABZETEK 
Durckzss of KIxOsrox, for Bigamy. 


X BO UT nine o'clock in the morning of 
\ Monday the 15th of April, 1776, the peer- 
eſſes, foreign ambaſſadors, &c. concluded the ce- 
remony of aſſuming their reſpective places in Weſt- 
minſter hall: and at half paſt ten her majeſty, ac- 
companied by the prince of Wales, the biſhop of 
Oſnaburgh; two other young princes, and the prin- 
ceſs royal, and attended by lord and lady Holder- 
neſſe, lord Hinchinbroke, and others of the nobi- 
lity, entered the hall from the duke of Newcaſtle's 
houſe in New Palace Yard, and took her ſeat in the 
centre of his grace's gallery. ; 

The proceffiors came into the hall in the follow- 
ing order at a quarter paſt eleven: the eldeſt ſons 
of peers, preceded by the domeſtics of the lord 
high ſteward, maſters in chancery, king's ſerjeants 
and judges,” barons, biſhops, viſcounts, earls, mar- 
quiſſes and dukes; the ſerjeant at arms, the lord 


high ſteward with black rod on his right, and gar- 


ter on his left; the lord preſident, . and the lord 
privy-ſeal. The barons. proceeded to their ſeats 
next the bar, the junior barons taking the left hand 
ſeat next the bar, and the other barons following 
in that order till the ſeats were filled in the front 
oF ihe ear, The archbilkops and BANDPY oceu- 
pied the fide benches on the right, and the dukes 
the benches extending from the throne to the ta- 
ble. 
The perſons who compoſed rhe court having ta- 
ken their ſears with the uſual formalities, the lord 
high fteward directed the clerk of the crown ” 
"A - * re 


read the certiorari, the return thereof, the 
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caption of 


the indictment, the indictment itſelf; and other of- 
ficial papers; which being done, the ſerjeant at 
arms made proclamation for the uſher of * 
rod to place the priſoner at the bar. 

The dutcheſs then came forward, attended by 
Mrs. Egerton, Mrs. Barrington, and Miſs Chul. 
leigh, three of the ladies of her bedchamber, and 
her chaplain, phyſician, and apothecary; and as ſhe 
approached the bar ſhe made three reverences, and 
then dropped on her knees, when the lord high 
ſteward ſaid, Madam, you may riſe. Having 
riſen, ſhe cured to the lord high ſteward and the; 
houſe of peers; and her compliments Were return=; 
ed. 

8 being made for ſilence, the lord 
high ſteward mentioned to the priſoner the fatal 
conſequences attending the crime of which ſhe 
ſtood indicted, ſignifying that, however alarming, 
and awful her preſent circumſtances, ſhe might de- 
rive great conſolation from conſidering that he was 
to be tried by the moſt liberal, capdid, and auguſt 
aſſembly in the univerſe, 

The dutcheſs then read a 'paper , ſetting forth 
that ſhe was guiltleſs of the offence alledged againſt 
her, and that the agitation of her mind aroſe, not 
from the conſciouſnels of guilt, but from the pain- 
ful circumſtance of being called before fo eka a 
tribunal on a criminal accuſation; begging, there- - 
fore, that if ſhe was deficient in the — of 
any ceremonial points, her failure might not be un - 
derſtood as proceeding from wilful diſreſpect, but 
be attributed to the unfortunate 5 of her 
ſituation. It was added in the paper that ſhe had 
travelled. from Rome in ſo dangerous a ſtate of 
health, that it-was N for her to be conveyed. 

| 2 1 


firs litter; ind that ſhe was perfectly ſatisfied that 
_ the ſhould have a fair trial, fince the determination 
reſpecting her cauſe, on which materially depended 
her honor and fortune, would proceed from the 
—_— unprejudiced and auguſt aſſembly in the 
world. . > 

The lord high ſteward defired the lady-to give 
attention while ſhe was arraigned on an indictment 
for bigamy. - Proclamation for filence being made, 
the dutcheſs (who had been permitted to fit) aroſe, 
and read a paper, repreſenting to the court that 
ſhe was advifed by her counſel to plead the ſen- 
tence of the eccleſiaſtical court in the year 1769, as 
a bar to her being tried on the preſent indictment. 
The lord high ſteward informed her that ſhe muſt 
plead to the indiftment ; in conſequence of which 
ſhe was arraigned; and, being aſked by the clerk 
of the crown wherher ſhe was guilty of the felony 
with which ſhe ſtood charged, ſhe anſwered with 


great firmneſs, * Not -guilry, my lords.” The 


clerk" of the crown then aſking ber how ſhe would 
be tried, ſhe ſaid, by God and her peers;“ on 
which the clerk ſaid, God ſend your ladylhip a 
good deliverance.” _ | +: oh 
The ſetjeant at arms made proclamation for all 
perſons who had evidence to produce againſt the 
priſoner io appear. The lord high ſteward re- 
queited, that, as his ſeat was ſo diſtant from the 
bar, he might be allowed, for the convenience of 
hearing, to go to the table; to which the court 
readily acquieſced. 
Mx. Dunning, in a conciſe ſpeech, opened the 
pleadings in ſupport of the proſecution. He was 
allowed by Mr. Thurloe, the attorney general, 
who learnedly animadverted on the plea advanced 
by the priſoner, and ſaid that, being counſel > 
. | | 8 


\ 


could not diſcover 


plea urged by the priſoner; and he deſired that, 
if there were ii ſufficient to fupport it, they 


eccleſiaſtical court. Hereupon the a 


would not be neceſſary to read the latter 
fince the counſel, in the courſe of their pleadings, 


C 10 J 
the proſecution, it became his duty to declare his 


opinion on the caſe in queſtion, which was, that he 
any reaſonable foundation for the 


might be produced by the counſel on the oppolite 
ſide. 


Lord Mansfield moved, that a proper officer from 
Doftors Commons might read the ſentence of the 

| ttorney gene- 
ral ſaid that it would be neceſſary for all the alle- 
gations, replications, &c. on which the ſentence was 
fcunded, to be read; and the clerk of the crown 
read the allegations, and was proceeding with the 
replications, when Lord Mansfield obſerved, that it 


would introduce the material arguments therein 
contained. 


Mr. Wallace roſe to reply to the attorney gene- 


ral, and in an eloquent ftrain of forcible argument 


endeavoured to prove the determination of the ec- 
cleſiaſtical court to be concluſive. Mr. Wallace was 


followed by Mr. Mansfield, who diſplayed great in- 


genuity and learning in ſupport of the ſame doc- 
trine. 


Doctor Calvert, a civilian, ſpoke nearly for the 
ſpace of two hours, and produced many precedents 


to prove the ſentence of the conſiſtory court to be 


definitive and irrevocable. The ſame ground of 
argument was purſued by Doctor Wynne, another 
civilian, who alfo —_ ſeveral caſes in point in 


behalf of the Dutcheſs; and on the concluſion of Y 


this gentleman's ſpeech the court was adjourned on 
the motion of Lord Gower. _ 
0. 


9 
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The buſineſs: of the ſecond day was 
. * lord high ſteward, who deſired the counſel for 
ber Grace to reply to the arguments advanced on 
the preceding day againſt evidence being admitted 
in in ſupport of the proſecution. 
The attorney general entered upon a minute ex- 
amination of the pleadings on the other fide, and 
endeavoured to confute the arguments of the coun- 
fel and civilians, and to prove that the caſes they 
had quoted were ill-applied, and undeſerving autho- 
rity. This gentleman ſpoke about an hour and 
twenty minutes. 
I be ſolicitor general then atk and delivered a 
learned and elaborate ſpeech, wherein he was ex- 
. tremely ſevere on the confiſtory court, ſaying he 
could not allow authority to that doctrine which 
puts the deciſions of that court above the cogni- 
zance of the temporal ones. He ſaid, that if the 
ſentences of the eccleſiaſtical court were to be deem- 
ed concluſive, perſons addicted to indulge a diſpoſi- 
tion to variety might each, by the exerciſe of in- 
duſtry and i ingenious colluſion, gratify his paſſions 
with ſeventy-five wives before attaining his thirtieth 
year. His witty and humorous alluſions frequently 
provoked a general laugh at the expence of Doc- 
tors Commons ; and he concluded with giving it as 
his opinion that the ſupreme court of legiſlature was 
inveſted with an indiſputable power of reverſing the 
deciſions of the confiftory courts. Mr. Dunning 
ſpoke next, ſtrongly ſupporting the arguments of 
the ſolicitor general, and producing ſeveral autho- 
ities from the law-books in juſtification of his opi- 
nion, that the plea could not be admitted as a bar 
againſt calling evidence to prove the criminality of 
the priſoner. 


| Doctor 


opened by 
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Doctor Harris, a civilian, roſe in behalf of WE 
proſecution ; and, taking an extenſive view of the 
pleadings of the Doctors Calvert and Wynne, ex- 
erted his utmoſt power to prove them nugatory. - 

Lord Talbot then addreſſed the court, obſerving, 
that as the matter in agitation was of the utmoſt im- 
portance both to the noble priſoner, and the right 
honourable court in general, the pleadings on both 
fides could not be weighed with too minute an at- 
tention; and leſt the memory ſhould be encumbered 

| (candidly acknowledging that he had already heard 
more than he believed his mind would retain) he 
moved for the court to adjourn to the chamber of 
parliament.  Hereupon the lord high ſteward came 
from the table to the throne, and requeſted to be 
informed whether it was the pleaſure of the houſe 
to adjourn ; and the queſtion being put, it paſſed 
in the affirmative. 

On Friday the 19th of April Mr. Wallace was 
called upon by the lord high ſteward to reply in 
behalf of the priſoner. Lord Ravenſworth then 
begged he might propoſe a queſtion to the counſel 
at the bar. His lordſhip's queſtion was, Is the 
« ſentence of the eccleſiaſtical court in this cafe 
© final and conclufive, or is it not?” Upon this 
Lord Mansfield ſaid, If the noble lord means—lIs 
5 there any precedent for reverſing the ſentence of 

the eccleſiaſtical court? the anſwer muſt cer- 

tainly be in the negative. As to any other 

« meaning, the queſtion is in debate among the 

* counſe| at the bar, and has been ſo theſe three 

1% davs 
" Wallace then largely expatiated in ſupport 

of his former cafes, and pleaded powerfully in re- 

futation of the arguments advanced by the counſel 

on the 2 fide, producing many other cafes in 


Point, 


294 
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int, al urging that they were igcontrovertible. 
he next ſpeaker was Doctor Calvert, who pleaded 
2 ably in ſupport of the power of the eccleſiaſ- 
tical court : he concluded with inſiſting that the 
ſentence of the conſiſtory court was indiſputably a 
legal plea in bar of evidence being produced againſt 
the priſoner. 


It being intimated that the counſel for the Dutch. 


eſs had concluded their replies, a motion was made 


by Lord Gower for adjourning to the parliament 
chamber, and for allowing her Grace permiſſion to 
retire to her apartment till the peers ſhould return 
into court ; upon which the lord high ſteward ad- 
journed the court about half paſt three o'clock. 
The peers having taken their ſeats in the parlia- 
poſed the fol- 
lowing queſtions to the judges :—** Whether it was 
their opinion that the court had power to call 
« evidence in ſupport of the proſecution? or whe- 
tc ther they deemed the ſentence of the eccleſiaſti- 
te cal court conclufive and irrevocable ? and whe- 


ther the proſecutor could or could not proceed 
*in this court againſt the priſoner for obtaining 


**the deciſion of the e court by colluſion 
* and fraud ?” The opinion of the judges was, 
0 That in either caſe the proſecutor was authoriſed 
« to enter into evidence in ſupport of the indict- 
«« ment on which the priſoner ; ace arraigned. P 
In conſequence of the above determination, the 


| houſe, after having withdrawn for about half an 


hour, returned into court; and the lord high ſtew- 


ard informed the attorney general, that he was di- 


rected by their lordſhips to order him to proceed 


. with the trial, 


Mr. Attorney then explained the nature of the 


great 


evidence he meant to produce, and recapitulated a | 


(L 3 1 es 
great number of facts and circumſtances ry the 
year 1742, previous to the ſap} marriage of her 
Grace with Mr. Hervey, to the time of her marriage. 
with the late Duke of Kington.” 5 1 
The ſolicitor general roſe to examine the wine. 
ſes, and Anne Craddock being called to the bar, 
the Duke of Richmond obſerved that it would be 
proper for her to ſtand at a greater diſtance from 
the priſoner, and, after ſome debate on this head, "i 
Mr. Quarme, deputy uſher of the black rod, wass 
placed between them. One of the clerks 'of the | 
houſe put the queſtions from the counſel, and de- 
livered the anſwers of Ws witneſs with an audible 
voice. 
The cxidence of Anne Craddock was to the fol- 
lowing purpoſe :—I have known her Grace the 
_ Dutcheſs of Kingſton ever fince the year i742 ; at 
which time ſhe came on a vifit to Mr. Merrill's, at 
Launceſton in Hampſhire, during the Wincheſter | 
races. At that time I lived in the family of Mrs. 
Hanmer, Miſs Chudleigh's aunt,” who was then on 
a viſit at Mr. Merrilfs, where Mr. Hervey - and 
Miſs Chudleigh firſt met, and ſoon conceived a 
mutual attachment towards each other. They were 
privately married one evening about eleven o'clock 
in Launceſton church, in the preſence of Mr: 
Mountney, Mrs. Hanmer, the Reverend Mr. Ames, 
the rector, who performed the ceremony, and my- 
ſelf. Iwas ordered out of the church, to entice Mr. 
Merrill's ſervants out of the way. I ſaw the bride 
and bridegroom put to' bed together; and Ms. 
Hanmer obliged them to rife again: they went to 
bed together the night following. In a {ae . | 
Mr. Hervey was under the neceflity” of going 
Portſmouth, in order to embark on Loard ir John 
1 r Danvers's 
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; Dink fleet, in which he was a lientenant ; ; and g | 


in bed 


lights in the church? In reply to which ſhe ſaid, 


_ Hillſborough, the witneſs acknowledged that ſhe 


== dilly, containing a promiſe of a ſinecure place, on 
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being ordered to call him at ſiye o'clock in the 
morning, I went into the bed chamber at the ap- 
pointed hour, and found him and his lady fleeping 
together, and was unwilling to diſturb them, 
thinking the delay of an hour or two would not be 
of any — My huſband, to whom I was 
not married till after the time 1 have mentioned, 
accompanied Mr. Hervey in, the capacity of his ſer- 
vant. When Mr. Hervey returned from the Medi- 
terranean, his lady and he liyed together. I then 
thought her in a ſtate of pregnancy, Some months 
after, Mr. Hervey went again to ſea, and during his 
abſence, I was informed that the lady was brought 
to bed. She herſelf told me ſhe had a little boy 
at nurſe, and that his features greatly reſembled 
thoſe of Mr. Hervey. ü 
The Duke of Grafton aſked the witneſs, whether 
ſhe had ſeen the child? and ſhe anſwered in the 
negative. His Grace alſo aſked, whether, as the ce- 
remony was performed at night, there were any 


Mr. Mountney had a wax light fixed to the crown | 
of his hat. In reply to queſtions propoſed by Lord 


had received a letter from Mr. Foſſard, of Picca- 


condition of her appearing to give evidence againſt 
the lady ar the bar, and expreſſing that if the 
thought proper ſhe might ſhew the letter to Mr. 
Hervey. 

On Saturday the 20th of April Anne Craddock 
was further exaiuined. The Logds Derby, Hillſbo, 
Tough, Buckinghamſhire, and others, queſtioning 
her whether he had not been promiled a 8 

„ | by 


mons to 


1 


by the proſecutor on condition of her giving eyi- 


dence to convict the prifoner; her anſwers were 
evaſive, but ſhe was at length brought to acknow- 
ledge that pecuniary offers had been made to in- 
duce her to give evidence in ſupport of the proſe- 
CUTION. 4 2 

Mrs. Sophia Pettiplace, ſiſter to Lord Howe, was 
next examined; but her evidence was of no conſe- 
quence. She lived with her Grace at the time 
when her ſuppoſed marriage took place with Mr, 


Hervey, but was not preſent at the ceremony; and 


ſhe only believed that the Dutcheſs had mentioned 


the circumſtance to her. 


Cæſar Hawkins, Eſquire, depoſed, that he had been 
acquainted with the Dutcheſs ſeveral years, he beliey- 
ed not leſs than thirty. He had heard of a marriage 
between Mr. Hervey and the lady at the bar, which 
circumſtance was afterwards mentioned to him by 


both parties, previous to Mr. Hervey's laſt going to 
ſea. By the deſire of her Grace he was in the room 


when the iſſue of the marriage was born, and once 
faw the child. He was ſent for by Mr. Hervey 


| ſoon after his return from ſea, and defired by him 


to wait upon the lady, with propoſals for procuring 


a divorce, which he accordingly did; when her 
Grace declared herſelf abſolutely determined againſt 
liſtening to ſuch terms; and he knew that many 
meſſages paſſed on. the ſubject. Her Grace ſome 
time after informed him, at his own houſe, that ſhe 


had inſtituted a jactitation ſuit againſt Mr. Hervey in 
Doctors Commons. On another viſit ſhe appeared 


very grave, and deſiring him to retire into another 
apartment, ſaid ſhe was exceedingly unhappy in 
conſequence of an oath, which ſhe had long dread- 


ed, 3 tendered to her at Doctors Com— 
liſavow her marriage, which ſhe would 
1 C 1 
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à ſentence had 


the 


her huſband to 
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oo. 


ther viſit, a ſhort time after, ſhe informed Fim, —_ 
paſſed in her favour at Doctors 
Commons, which would be irrevocable, unleſs Mr. 
Hervey purſued certain meaſures within a limited 


eme, which — did hot appfebhend he would do. 


Hereupon be enquired bew ſhe got over the oath ; 


and her t reply was, that the circumſtance. of her 


marriage was fo. blended with falfities that ſhe could 
eaſily reconcite-the matter to her conſeience; ſince 
ceremony..was: a buſineſs of ſo ſcrambling. and 
ſhabby a nature, that ſhe could as ſafely fvear ſhe 
was not, as that ſhe r. married. 1 

judith Philips being called; ſwore, chat ſhe wWas 
I. widow. of Ache Reverend Mr. Ames; that ſhe 
remembered when her late huſband performed the 


marriage ceremony between. Mr. Hervey and the 


priſoner ; that ſhe was not preſent, but detired-ber 
information from her huſband; that ſome time af - 
ter the marriage the lady deſired her to prevail upon 
grant a — which ſhe ſaid ſhe 
believed her huſband would not refuſe; that Mr. 


Merrill, who accompanied the lady, adviſed her to 
conſult his attorney from Worceſter ; that in com- 


- pliance with the attorney's; advice a regiſter-book 
was purchaſed, -and the marriage inſerted therein, 
with — late burials in the pariſh, The hook Was 
' here produced, and the witneſs [wore to the-writ- 


ing of her late huſband... | 115 


The writing of the reverend Mr. e was 


proved by the ND Mr. Inchin, and. the reve- 
rend A. Dennis Dennis; and the 
- the duke's will was proved by a clerk from Doc- 


entry of x caveat to 


tor's Commons. The bock in which the marriage 
. of the duke of Kingſton with the lady at the hes 
vas regiſtered on he Sch of March, 1769, 
young * the n Mr. Trebeck of 'St. 
. 3 


ö 2 1 597 1 . 
* Maigirer 55 Freie; ab the rend 
E. Harpür, of the üſeum, lee 15 
per formed the marriaę ceremony between 
parties on the day mentioned! in 'the Whol n 


by Mr, Trebeck. 
| "Monday the 22d of Abril, Aer the Arts 
general hag. declared the eridence'f in behalf 7 
alled upon the priſoner for her Lehen e, which 
he read ;. : and the following are the th 15 M- 
rial arguments it contained to invalidate che C 


proſecution to be concluded, the lord hig b 


dence adduced by the proſe cutor :—ſhe af Sealed fo 
the Searcher of 1 „that ſhe neyer: © ofidered 
© herſelf as legal jeg to Mr. e "the 


ſaid that ſhe confiders ws herſelf 'as a fin e Wow, 
and As ſuch Was agdreſſeg "by the 1 duke ö 7 
Kingſt bon; 4 that, 1 Þ My. A legitimate at- 
tachment t to bis 8 grace, th X iruted a fuir in the 
eccleſiaſtical court, Sen Ver ſuppoſed marridge 
with Mr. Hervey was declared null aud void; — 
anxious for every conſcientious as well a8 Jega 
ſanction, the ſubmitted an authentic late oO fe 


. moſt deciſive and unreſerved manner, Jeclared that 
me was at liberty to marry, and afterwards 14 
ed, and delivered to doctor Collier, a fpecial fi- 
cence for ben mafriage with the late ddke f Kit 
ton. Sbe faid that, on her 1 marriage, the. experi- 


Ma "enced every mark of gracious ' eſteem from their 

WAS majeſtics,. and ber late royal miſtreſs, the Hes ceſs 

we- | owager of Wales, and. Was publicly recop Hized 
to i durcheſs. of King ſton. Unger ſuch refpettable 


o- _fanftions and virtu motives tor the condut me 
I ſued, Obie by a decihon tha "had ee 

| " efteemed concluſive and Irrevoca le ct the pace 

of ſeven e if ar: We ſhould ' ale 
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_ caſe to the archbiſhop of Canterbury, who, in the I 


8 ilty, on. aty 188 principle of law, te 
xd, day, ſhe was conſcious, they would attri- 
'bute ber fallure ds proceeding from a miſtaken 
judgment. and erroneous advice, and not cenſure 
2 for intetional guilt. 
© She beſtowed the higheſt encottlums on the de- 
| ceaſed duke, and ſoldunily aſſured the court, that 
the had in no one ;oftance abuſed her aſcendency 
Dyer him; and that, ſo far from endeavouring to 
engroſs bis ofſeffions, ſhe had declared herſelf 
0 provided for by that fortune for life which 
be was extremely anxious to bequeath in perpetuity. 
As to. the neglect of the duke's eldeſt nephew, 
the ſaid it was entirely the conſequence of his 
diſreſpectful behaviour to her; and the was not 
diſſatisfied at a preference to another nephew, 
Whole reſpect and attention to her had been Tuch 
as the duke, judged to be her due, in conſequence 
of her advancement to the honour of being the 


wife of his uncle. 


The lord high ſteward deſired Mr. Wallace to 
Proceed with the evidence. The advocate ſtated 
" the nature of the evidence he meant to produce 
to proye that Anne Craddock had aſſerted to dif- 
ferent people that ſhe had no recollection of the 
marriage between Mr. Hervey and the lady at the 
har; and that ſhe placed a reliance on a promiſe 
of having a proviſion made for her in conſequence 
of the evidence ſhe was to give on the preſent 


trial; and, to invalidate the depoſitions of Judith 


Phillips, he ordered the clerk to read a letter, 


Vberein ſhe ſupplicated her grace to exert her in- 
_ fluence to prevent her huſband's diſcharge from 
the duke's ſeryice, and obſerved, that Mrs. Phil- 


lips had, on the preceding day, ſwore, that her 


4 huſband * was not diſmiſſed, but voluntarily quitted 


| ; l * ſtation in the houſehold of his — 


Mr. 


—— 


E 

Mr. Wallace called Mr. Berkley, Lord Briſtol's 
attorney, who ſaid his lordſhip told him he was 
defirous of obtaining a — and directed him 
to Anne Craddock, ſaying ſhe was the only perſon 
then living who was preſent at his marriage; an 
that, a ſhort time previous to the commencement 
of the jactitation ſuit, he waited upon Anne Crad- | 
dock, _ who informed him that her memory was 
bad, and that ſhe could remember nothing 
ly in relation to the marriage, which muſt have 
been a long time before. a 

Anne Pritchard depoſed that about three months 
had elapſed fince being informed by Mrs. Crad- 
dock that ſhe expected to be provided for ſoon af- 

ter the trial, and of being enabled to procure. 2 
place in the cuſtom-hoaſe for one of her relations. 

The lord high ſteward addreſſed himſelf to the 
court; ſaying, that their lordſhips had heard the 
evidence on both fides, and that the importance 
and ſolemnity of the occafion required that they 
ſhould ſeverally pronounce their opinions in the 
abſence of the priſoner, obſerving chat the ; junior 
baron was to ſpeak firſt. — Their lordſhips declared 
rhe priſoner to be guilty. 

Proclamation being made for the uſher of the 
Black-rod to bring the priſoner to the bar, ſhe 
no ſooner appeared than the lord high ſteward 

jnformed her that the lords had maturely confi- 
dered the evidence adduced againſt ber, and like- | 
wiſe all that had been advanced in her favour, 
and had pronounced her guilty of the felopy for 
which ſhe was indicted. He then requeſted whe- 
ther ſhe had any thing to urge againſt judgment 
being pronounced. 'Hereupon the lady delivered 


a paper containing the following words, 10 be 
read by * i ö we 
66 
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After this the lord high ſteward informed her 
grace, that the lords had « conſidered the plea, and 
* to allow it; adding words to this effect, 

Madam, you will be diſcharged on Paying the 
s uſual fees.” 

The lady appeared to be perfectly compoſed and 
recolleſted during the greateſt part of her long and 
important trial; but when ſentence was pronounced 
ſhe fainted, and was carried out of Court. 
Sentence was pronounced upon Elizabeth Dut- 
a of Kingſton on Monday the 22d of April, 
L 

1 ** years ſubſequent to the tranſaction on 
which the above trial was founded, the legiſla- 
ture made ample proviſion againſt every ſpecies of 
clandeſtine and colluſive marriages; and therefore 
we ſhall, contrary to our uſual practice, wave the 
introduction of conchading remarks, ſince there can 
be no neceſfity for diſſuaſives againſt crimes chat 
can be no longer committed. 


A Narrative of the Gngular Caſes. of ſnag 

Bars and Jon GrEen, who were convicted 
of Burglary, repeatedly reſphed, and at lepgth 
| pardoned. 


© 4 "= 
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I 2011 
ealing a variety of valuable articles, vriveipally 
plate, to — amount of between four and five hun- 
dred pounds. 
Mrs. Penleaze ſwore that the windows were 
' conſtantly barred and keyed every night; that the 
houſe was broke open ; that ſhe heard ſomebody 
trying to open the chamber-door ; that ſhe alarm- 
ed her huſband ; but the door was forced open, 
and four men immediately entered the room, one 
of whom had a dark lanthorn in hjs hand, and 
another a bit of gauze over his mouth, tied be- 
hind his head; K two of them got on the bed, 
and came almoſt cloſe to her; that one of theſe 
men was Green, of whom ſhe had a perfect view; 
that Bates was on Mr. Penleaze's fide of the bed; 5 
that the other two went, one on each' fide, to the 
head of the bed, one of whom held a piſtol to 
her head, and the other held a cutlaſs before her ; 
and that four piſtols were held to the heads of her 
and her huſband;that they ſaid they came for money, 
« and would have it; and that 2 _y would not 
© have notes, but only money.” — 

She farther depoſed, that they aſked w at money 
was in the 8 Mr. Penleaze directed them to 
a ſlab in the next room; but this deponent, recol- 
lecting that their valuable effects were in that 
room, ” directed them to another, in the hope that 
ſome perſon would come to their relief. Three of 
them went out of the room, and one of them' ſtaid 


behind, guarding her with a piſtol and cutlaſs at 
her head. 


On their demanding where the money lay, Mr. 
Penleaze faid on the flab in the room on the right 
hand, and that his ſon had received a ſmall ſum 
on the preceding day, which he had not accounted 

for. The thieves enquiring where the ſon ſlept, 
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which two of them quitted the room, hut did not 
go into that-of young Mr. Penleaze, but returned 
| and juſt looked into the chamber of the parents. 
| I de door of the ſtudy was ſoon afterwards broke 
| open, and Mrs. Penleaze heard the rattling of hin 
plate, as if it was packing up. The priſoners rob 
were ſoon afterwards apprehended, and carried be- 
fore Juſtice Wilmot, who committed them for trial. ' 
Mr. Penleaze ſwore to his houſe being broke ze. 
open, and to his loſs; but, as he was near-ſighted, 
he would not ſwear to the parties, though he be- 
nie ved Bates had preſented a piſtol to his head as 
he lay in bed. : | 

There was fome collateral evidence of a ſervant, 
and another woman, reſpecting this affair; and the 
jury gave a verdict of guilty againſt the priſoners, 
though a number of perſons appeared to teſtify to be 
the goodnefs of their characters. 

We do not mean, by what has been here ſaid, 
to cenſure the verdict of the jury: undoubtedly 
they thought the evidence before them ſufficientto 
conv ict che priſoners but this ſhort tale is inſerted, to 
'ſhew the fallibility of all human evidence: for 
Bates and Green were not the men who committed 

this robbery, as will appear in the ſequel. 
The writer of this narrative happened by mere > 
accident to fall into company with one of the 
 peace-officers employed by the keeper of Clerken- 
well Bridewell. The ſituation of Bates and Green 
was mentioned, and, for reaſons then adduced, 
fuppoſed to be a very hard one. The writer was 
ſtruck with the circumſtance, and inſerted various 
paragraphs in the News- papers in favaur of the 
unfortunate men. The confequence was, that they 
were reſpited from time to time. When one re- 
ſpite 


— . 


8 
= * „ 
10 * 


with collateral proof of guilt in the party accuſed. 
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ſpite was nearly expired, another was ſolicited for 3 
and at length Bates and Green received his Majeſ- 
ty's free pardon, but not till a perſon who was | 
executed in the country had confeſſed that 
himſelf and ſome accomplices were guilty of the 
robbery at the houſe of Mr. Penleaze, and that the 
convicted parties were innocent. 

There cannot be a doubt but Mrs. Penleaze be- 
lieved herſelf certain of the parties againſt whom 
ſhe ſwore; but it is certain that ſhe was miſtaken. 
The parties accuſed were of the faireſt character, 
and Bates in particular remarkable for the fingular 
2 of his diſpoſition. The inferences 
drawn from this ſtory are, that perſons giv- 


0 ing evidence ſhonld be extremely cautious in ſwear- 


ing to the identity of a priſoner; and juries ſhould 
be equally cautious of yielding implicit belief to 
evidence, bowever pofitive, unleſs it be attended 


On this occaſion Britons have cauſe to triumph 
If News-papers 
had not been printed in this country, the lives of 
two honeſt men would have been ſacrificed to the 
rigour of the laws, yet no party concerned have 
been the leaſt to blame. The ways of Providence 
are myſterious; caſual circumſtances frequently: - 
— great effects; and a life may be ſaved or 
joſt by an accident apparently beneath the notice 
of a common obſerver. | 
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Account of the Trial of Baxnary CarsTiay de 
Nassaw DEITZz, for a Miſdemeanour. 


T the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey in De- 

cember 1776, the priſoner abovementioned 
was indicted for cauſing to be engraved and cut in 
metzotinto, on a plate of copper, a blank promiſ- 
ſory note, containing the word twenty in white 
letters, on a black ground, he not being an officer, 
workman, ſervant or agent, of- the governor and 
company of the bank of England, | 
Mr. Joſhua Long de — that he was a copper - 
plate- printer in St. Martin s le Grand; that the 
priſoner came to him to engrave a copper- plate; 
that he gave him directions how it ſhould be en- 
graved; that he firſt ſaid he wanted a 10%. and 
then a 200. expreſſed. 

Deitz gave Mr. Long ſome ſine thin paper, cut 

to the ſize proper to print off the intended engrav- 
ing; and Mr. Long carried it to Mr. Terry, en- 
graver in Pater-noſter Row. 
Mr. Terry proved that Mr. Long brought him 
the plate to engrave, and that it was calculated to 
print white letters on a black ground. 
The priſoner, who was a man of great artifice, 
Jemanded if he had ever given him any orders. 
Mr. Terry replied in the negative, and declared 
that he never faw the priſoner till he was in cuſ- 
tody. 

The priſoner then ſaid, If Mr. Long had it 
« executed in another place, am 1 3 for 
% a treſpaſs in the city of London *? Mr, Terry 


_ ſhould be remarked that St, Martin $ le Grand is pare 
of the Liberty of W 
« had 


the jury in his favour ; but they 


goods were laid down in a room where à clerk 
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« had no orders from me : I have been detained” 
I four months, and never admitted to trial; I have 
obtained the high favour this day to be tried; 

« Iam not guilty now of what is laid to 
„ though I have been detained four months.” 


my charge, 


Deitz attempted by other artifices to prepoſſeſs 


delivered 'a ver- 
di& that he was guilty, and he was ſentenced to a 
ſhort impriſonment. '. 

It will now be neceſſary, though a little out of 
chronological order, to relate the par ticulars of 
Deitz's ſecond trial. 


On the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey 


in Sep- 


tember, 1777, he was indicted for defrauding John: .- 


Van Roy, by falſe pretences, of 116 pounds of hu- 
man hair, to the value of go. — The hiſtory of 
this affair is as follows. Mr. Van Roy was a 
Dutchman who bought up human hair in "Hollapd 
for ſale in England. Deitz went to his lodgings 
near Holborn, with a man who called binſaE 

Prince, and they ſaid they wanted a hundred 


weight of hair, to ſend to a merchant at Marlboy 


rough. They called a ſecond time, bringing with 
them a man whom they pretended was the 'King's 


hair - dreſſer, and had made the firſt wig his majef- 


ty wore. By a variety of  artifices they prevailed 
on Van Roy to take the hair with them in a coach 
to Pemberton Row near Fleet-ſtreet, where the 


was fitting at a deſk, on which were. leveral books 


and papers. 


A bottle of wine was called for ; but the AY 
man, very cautious, refuſed to drink of it, but 
accepted of ſome porter. The agreement had been 
for ready money: and Prince produced a draught 
for 100. on John Smith, a banker in Lombard- 


& ſtreet. 


£3 
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be Pen Bey doubted if the note was good, 


» 


r good as che bank of England.“ 
; FF rt Roy had not caſh enough n kim. to 


| ſtreet, to find the > 4g and — if the note 


He now went to a friend, and told him what 
/ Had happened; and on their going together to 

Pemberton Row, the purchaſers and the goods 
were vaniſhed. 
The prifoner made very artful . and 
| crold-cnaiped the proſecutor with the dexterity 
of a pleader: but as he was an old offender, well 
| known, and the evidence was clear, the jury did not 
heſitate to find him guilty, and he was ſentenced to 
three years labour at ballaſt-beaving, and he is 
now on board one of the ballaſt- lighters off 
Woolwich. ' 


den impoſtors about town; of ſuperior abili- 
' Ties, deep contrirance, and conſummate cunning ; 


minious that à man of common N * 
_ thi oF it. 
We hope it is eee to caution our WIN 
1 4 beware of treading 
* this _ man; ages ſhall therefore diſmis the 


TOR” 


e Deitz, the latter ſaid © it is as be 


ve the ballance; but ſaid he would go home 
or it; but he immediately haſtened to Lombard- - 


was good; but no ſuch banker could be found. 


We bave hs uber mcatianed this caſe, be- . 
B Deicz was one of the moſt artful and dan- 


et Al his arrifices could not fereen him from the 
| Juſtice of his country, nor prevent a fate ſo igno- 


in the ſteps of 
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6 W rl. Caſe, Trial, Somiten * 
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\N the 8th of b 1777, the DIY 
Pr. Dodd, and Mr. Roberſon, a broker, 


«« were charged before the lord mayor, by Hen 
Fletcher, and Samuel Peach, Eſquires, with 
*« forging and uttering as true a counterfeit hond, 43 
6 r 
© terfield,” for the payment o £ 4,200, with i 
an igtent'to defraud, &c. _ "1 
The hiſtory of this affair is as follows. Dr. A 
Dodd being-in want of caſh to pay his Tradeſmen's 
| bills, and having been preceptor to the carl of 
Cheſterfield, he pretended. that his lordſhip had 
an urgent occaſion to borrow C. 4000, — did 
not chuſe to be his own agent, and begged that 
the matter might be ſecretly and expeditiouſly con- 
ducted. The doctor — Mr. Robertion, "I 
broker, to whom he. preſented a' bond, not fil 
_ up or boned, that he might find a perſon 
- nate advance the. requiſite ſum to a young-noble- 
man who had lately come of age. After apply- 
ing to ſeveral perſons - who refuſed the by ® 
becauſe they were not to be preſcyt when the bend 
by 9 Mr. Robertſon, abſolutely conſid- 
ing in the doctor's honour, applied to: Mefirs. 172 
Fleteber and Peach, who agreed ta lend the We 
. ney. Mr. Robertſon. returned the band to che 'Y 
daoctor, in order to its being executed; and onamle” 
following day the doctor * it as NY, 4 
and witneffed by himſelf. „ x 1 
Wben Mr. Robertſon was am dae ""_ 3 
lord hes he * OR — g =. 3 


. 


| K 
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"ty be a particular man, and one of thoſe who 
«would objed to one ſubſcribing witneſs only, 


« put my name under the doftor's. I then went 5 
« and received the money, which I paid into the = 
« hands of Dr. Dodd, (. 3000 in notes of Sir 4 
« Charles Raymond and Company, the remaining 
« {.1200 in bank- notes.“ | 
The money being thus in the doctor's poffeffion, 1 
he gave Mr. Robertſon a hundred pounds * for his 


trouble, and paid ſome of his own debts with a be 

art' of. the remainder: but it does not appear 
E that he intended to replace the money, and 
pay off the bond in a ſhort time, without the 
knowledge of any Perſon but the broker, and the 
geutlemen of whom the money had been borrowed. 
i It happened, however, that the bond being left 
of with Mr. Manly (attorney tor Meflrs. Fletcher and 
i Peach), he obſerved, in the condition of the bond, 
h 


«a very remarkable blot in the firſt letter E, in 
« the word SEVEN, Which did not ſeem to be the 
«effect of chance, but done with deſign. He 
© thought it remarkable, but did not ſuſpect a for- 
* gery; yet he ſhewed Mr. Fletcher the bond 
c“ and blot, and adviſed him to have a clean 


& bond filled up, and carried to lord Cheſterfield 
& for execution.“ 


Mr. Fletcher conſented ; and Mr. Manly went 

on the following day to his lordſhip, who, 3 
previous notice of the intended buſineſs, aſked him 
if he had called about the bond. Mr. Manly faid 


he had; and his lordſhip anſwered, * I have burnt 
ie the bond. 3x 


— 
— 


— 


——— 


-Was not this a handſome conkideration for tranſacting ſuch 
a buſineſs ? 
This 
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This appeared very extraordinary; but was 
ſoon explained, by lord Cheſterfield's ſaying he 
thoughr the gentleman called about a bond for 

5oo . which he had given ſome Fears before, and 
had taken up and burnt. 

When Mr. Manly produced the bond in l 
queſtion, lord Cheſterfield was ſurprized, and im- <Y 
mediately difowned it. Upon this Mr. Manly ö 
went directly to Mr. Fletcher, to conſult what ſteps 
to take. Mr. Fletcher, a Mr. Innis, and Mr. Mih- 
ly, went to Guildhall, to prefer an information 
reſpecting the forgery againſt the broker and Dr. 
Dodd. Mr. Robertſon was taken into cuitodv, and 
with Fletcher, Innis, Manly, and two of the lord 
mayor's officers, went to the hou'e of Dr. Dodd 
in Argyle-ftreet. They opened tbe buſineſs ; Dr. 
Dodd was very much, ſtruck and affected. Manly 
told him, if he would return the money, it would be 
the only means of ſaving him. e inſtantly; re- 
turned fix notes of 300 /. each, making 3000. 
He drew on his banker for 300% Ihe broker 
returned 100 . The doctor. gave a ſecond draught 
on his banker for 200. and a judgement on his 
goods for the remaining 400%. which jud.,ement 
was carried immediately into execution *. 

All this was done by the doctor in full reliance 
on the honour of rhe parties that the bond ihunld 
be returned to him cancelled : but notwitwitand- 

ing this reſtitution, he was taken before the lord 
mayor, and charged as abovementioned, when his 
defence was expreſſed in the following terms: © I 
ee had no intention to defraud my lord Cheſterfield, 


a 
— 4 "x 4 4 * * — 
— — — 2 — 8 
— 


. After this full reſtitution, does there not appear a kind of 
cruelty in trying Dr. Dodd at ali? But juſtice zw4/ be done. 
Vol. V. 0 * 

45 


— — — — 


— ECB tes CO ——— 2-3 


. "_ | a 5 . — = — * — - -- PET = 2 123 my 1 4 * < = — * P o_ 2 . - 
. _ * — — * K * — x = N — T - 0 * "* — * * 2 4 KP od 7 * I 3 a & 
. ble dl ern * L * ö N 1 2 
- Jn — - ” 
: | u — $a Fo + HAD — — — — — - — — —— * K 
a 1 


— —_— - 
TE ES — —— 


- — = 
c—=— y . 22 a 0 
* —— 
. EET —̃ ̃ ̃ — — ' - — 
n . 
r N 
1 
q * F 
* 


— — 


— — 


1e 


cc 


60 
— 


* 


cc 


* 


cc 


L 210 J 

or the gentleman who advanced the money. Ihope 
that the ſatisfaction I have made in returning the 
money will atone for the offence. I was preſſed 
exccedingly for 300FZ. to pay ſome bills Je ro 
tradeſmen. TI took this ſtep as a temporary re- 
ſource: I ſhould have repaid it in balf a year. 
My lord Cheſterfield cannot but have ſome ten- 
45 for me, as my pupil: I love him, and he 
knows it. Tbere is nobody wiſhes to proſecute. 
I am ſure my lord Cheſterfield don't want my 
life: 1 hope he will ſhew clemeney to me. 


% Mercy ſhould triumph over juſtice.” 


T his defence was not allowed to have any: 


weight; and the Doctor was committed to the 
Compter, in preparation for his trial. 


being put to the bar at the Old Bailey, 


On the 19th of February, 2777, Doctor Dodd, 
addreſſed 


the court in the following.terms :—*© My lords, I 


46 
66 
«< 
«c 
64 
6c 
66 
6c 


for the purpoſe of procuring 


I am informed that the bill of indictment againſt 
me has been found on the evidence of Mr. Ro- 
bertſon, who was taken out of Newgate, with- 
out any authority or leave from your lordſhips, 
the bill to be 
found. Mr. Robertſon is a ſubſcribing witneſs 
to the bond, and, as I conceive, would be ſwear- 
ing to exculpate himſelf, if he ſhould be admit- 
ted as a witneſs againſt me; and as the bill has 
been found upon his evidence, which was fur- 
reptitiouſiy obtained, I ſubmit to your lordſhips 
that Iougut not to be compelled to plead on this 


indictment, and upon this queſtion 1 beg to be 
| beard by my counſs J. 


My lords, beg leave 
alſo further to obſerve to your lordſhips, that 
the gentlemen on the other hdg of the queſtion 
are bound over to profccutc Ms. Roberilon.“ 


Ik 


1 
It is now proper to remark, that, ** previous to 
the arguments of the counſel, an order which 
had been ſurreptitiouſly obtained from an officer 
of the court, dated Wedneſday, February the 
ig9th, and directed to the keeper of Nen gate 
commanding him to carry Lewis Robertſon tO 
Hicks's-hall, in order to his giving evidence be- 
fore the grand inqueſt on the preſent bill of in- 
dictment; likewife a reſolution of the court, re- 
18 probating the ſaid order'; and allo the recog- 
« nizance entered into by Mr. Manly, Mr. Peach, 
* Mr. Innis, and the right hon. the earl of Chel- 
« terfield, to proſecute and give evidence againſt 
« Dr. Dodd and Lewis Robertſon for the faid 
«* forgery ; ſhould: be read; and the clerk of the 
« arraigns was directed to inform the court whether 
the name Lewis Robertſon was indorſed as a wit- 
% neſs on the back of the indictment, which was 
« anſwered in the athrmative.” 
— The counſel now proceeded in their arguments 
for and againſt the priſoner. _ Mr. Howarth, ohe of 
Dr. Dodd's advocates, contended that not ary per- 


ſon onghr- ** to plead or anſwer to an indictment, 


if it appears upon the face of that. indictment 
that the evidence upon which the bijl was found 
was not legal or competent to have becn adduced 
„before the grand jury. | 

Mr. Cowper, of counſel on the ſame ſide, fol- 
lowed this. idea, and hoped that Dr. Dodd. might 
not be called on to plead to the bill of indittment, 
and that the bill might be quaſhed. 

Mr. Buller, who was likewiſe retained for Dr. 
Dodd, ſpoke as follows; and his arguments are ſo 
ingenious, that we think it our duty to tranſcribe 
them literally :—*'* My lords, I am of counſelon 
* the ſame fide with Mr. Howarth and Mr. Cow- 


: Le „per. 
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per. It is the eſtabliſhed law of this land, that 


no man ſhall be put upon his- trial for any 
oft-nce, unleſs there be a bill firſt properly 


found by a grand jury: I ſay properly found; 


for if there be any objettion whatſoever to the 
finding the indictment, and the moſt familiar 
that are to be found in our books are thoſe that 
go to the objection of the grand jury; for in- 
ſtance, where only one perſon of the grand jury 
has been incompetent, where only eleven of the 
jury have found the bill, that therefore it ſhall 
not be tried. I take it the objections go uni- 
verſally. I am aware that the objections I have 

been alluding to, and which are particularly 
ſtated in Lord Hale, go to the grand jury only; 
but I will beg leave to conſider whether the rea- 
ſon that governs the one does not govern the 
other. Another caſe put by my Lord Hale is 
this: if one of the grand jury is outlawed, 
theſe objections go to the perſons of the grand 
jury: I am aware that that is not the preſent 
objection; but 1 will beg leave, with your lord- 
ſhips' permifhon, to conſider whether this does 

not fall within the ſame reaſon; for I cannot 
conceive that the law, which is ſo peculiarly 
waichful over the perſonal qualifications of the 
grand jury, ſhould not be equally attentive to 
the evidence which is laid before them, and 
upon: which they are to decide the fate of the 
bil! which is offered to their conſideration. I 
take it to be as eſſential to the finding of the bill, 
thar the evidence offered to the grand jury 
ſhould be fuch as the law allows, as it is when 
the indictment afterwards comes to be tried be- 
fore your lordſhips; and if that rule holds, I 
truſt J ſhall have very little difficulty in con- 


« vincing 
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vincing your lordſhips that this bill has been 


- improperly found. My lords, the proſecutor 


has thought it fo material to admit Mr. Robert- 


ſon a witneſs in this cauſe, that though, in my 


humble apprehenſion, he ſtands in a much more 
criminal light than the priſoner at the bar, yet 
they have thought fit to bargain with him, to let 
him off from a capital felony of the moſt dan- 
gerous ſort to ſociety, the, moſt peculiarly fo 
from his ſituation in life, of any man that can be 
charged with ſuch an offence. Mr. Robertſon 
ſtands in this buſineſs as a ſworn broker of the 
city of London: as ſuch it was his peculiar duty 
to preſerve good faith between man and man; 


he is bargaiued with by the proſecutor to be let 


off in a caſe where he ſtands upon the appear- 
ance againſt him, now as the moſt criminal, for 
the purpoſe of procuring evidence againſt the 
priſoner at the bar. My lords, if that evidence 
be improper, there remains but one thing more 
to be enquired into; that is, whether your 
lordſhips can ſay that that evidence has not had 
an improper effect when it was admitted before 


the grand jury: it is not improbable that the 


bill might be found wholly upon his evidence: 
if I have a right to aſſume that as a fact, becauſe 
the proſecutor has thought it material and abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to produce him before the 


grand jury, why then your lordſhips fitting here 
cannot ſay but this indictment may have been 


found upon his evidence only: if it be ſo, is 
Robertſon a perſon whoſe evidence ought to 
have been received? If I am right in faying 
that the ſame evidence, and the. ſame evidence 
only, is legal before a,grand jury, which is legal 
upon a trial, I apprehend the caſe which was 

mentioned 


r P -. 

« mentioned yeſterday in Lord Hale, folio 205, fs 

<« gecifive- upon this point. My lords, there are 
more paſſages in that folio book ; the firſt was 
© the caſe mentioned yeſterday of . Henry Trew, 
ce was indicted for a burglary, and (by the advice 


of Keeling, chief juſtice; Brown, juſtice; and 


Wilde, recorder) Perrin was ſworn a witneſs 
againſt Trew as to the burglary, which he con- 
feſſed, but was not indicted for the other felony.” 
« Here he was admitted becauſe he confefled him- 


* ſelf guilty. The paſſage before that in Lord 


Hale ſeems to me ſtill ſtronger :—* If two de- 
, fendants be charged with a crime, one ſhall not 
* be examined againſt the other to convict him of 
« an offence, unleſs the party examined confeſs 
„ himſelf guilty.'—** Now, has Robertſon con- 
«+ feſled himſelf guilty? No, he has not; then 
there is an expreſs authority by Lord Hale, 
that not having done it he is no witneſs, he does 
* not ſtand in that predicament which Lord Hale 
* ſtares the man to be there. He ſays that they 
„were both charged with the crime; that is the 
caſe here; the priſoner and. Robertſon were 
both committed for the ſame crime; he ſtands 
now charged with that crime, and he has not 
% pleaded guilty ; therefore upon this authority 
*I take it to be clear, that he cannot be admitted 


a witneſs upon the trial; and if not, I muſt 
leave it to the ingenuity of the learned counſel 


*.to ſhew why a man, who the law fays ſhall not 
be a witneſs upon che trial, hall be — a 
« wings to find the bill upon, againſt a man 

« whom there is no other evidence to affet.” 
Mr. Mansfield, and the ther counſel employed 
for the proſecution, replicy to theſe arguments in a 
manner that did honour to their i ingenuity and pro- 
feſſional 


L 26 1 
feffional knowledge. It would greatly exceed out 
limits to give their arguments at length 3 and it 
will — be ſufficient to ſay, that it was a- 
greed. on all hands that the trial ſhould be pro- 
ceeded on; the queſtion reſpecting the competency 
of Robertſon” s evidence being reſerved for the 
opinion of the twelve judges, 
— Herenpon Dr. Dodd was indifted for forging a“ 
bond, for the payment of 4, 200. with intent to 
defraud, &c. as mentioned at the head of this 
article, 

As we have already recited the leading parti- 
eulars of this buſineſs, it will be unneceſſary to be 
more minute; but only to ſay, that when the evt- 
dence was gone through, the court told the doctor 
that was the time for him to make his defence; on 
which he ſpoke as follows: 

« My lords, and gentlemen of the ſury; Upon 
the evidence which has been this day produced 
againſt me, I find it very difficult to adtireſs ycur 
„ lordſhips : there is no man in the world who has 
a deeper ſenſe of the heinous nature of the 
„ crime, for which I ſtand indicted, than myſelf. 
I view it, my lords, in all its extent of malig- 
„ nancy towards a commercial ſtate, like ours; 
but, my lords, I humbly apprehend, though no 
lawyer, that the moral turpitude and mahgnancy 
of the crime always, both in the eye of the law _ 
of reaſon, and of religion *, confiſts in the in- 
„ tention. I am informed, my lords, that the a 

of parliament on this head runs perpetually in 


* This is a ſtrange phraſeg it is what an Iriſhman would 
call * both all three ;”* bat it is thus printed; and if Dr. Dodd 


made ule of it, his ſituation mg d be allowed for. 


66 this 
+ 


« this ſtile, with an intention to defraud. Such an 
intention, my lords, and gentlemen of the jury, I 


= * 
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* believe, has not been attempted to be proved {| © 
% upon me, and the conſequences that have ha- 
„ pened, which have appeared before you, ſuf- Ay 
« ficiently prove that a perfect and ample reſtitu- Ms 
* tion has been made. I leave it, my lords, to 26 
you, andthe gentlemen of the jury, to conſider, ” 
« that if an unhappy man ever deviates from the T 
* law of right, yet, if in the ſingle firſt moment 25 
« of recollection, he does all that he can to make 2 
a full and perfect amends, what, my lords, and 85 
gentlemen of the jury, can God and man deſire 
further? My: lords, there are a variety of little A 
«+ circumſtances, too tedious to trouble you with, ” 
% with reſpect to this matter. Were I to give a on 
* looſe to my feelings, J have many things to ſay 
* which I am ſure you would feel with reſpect to * 
« me: but, my lords, as it appears on all hands, as ” 
it appears, gentlemen of the jury, in every view, 85 
* that no injury, intentional or real, has been ” 
done to any man upon the face of the earth, I = 
hope that therefore you will conſider the caſe ” 
in its true ſtate of clemency. I muſt obſerve to y 
„ your lordſhips, that though I have met with all 18 
% candour in this court, yet I have been purſued ” 
„with exceſſive cruelty ; I have been profecuted ” 
« after the moſt expreſs engagements, after the ” Ta: 
% moſt ſolemn aflnrances, after the moſt deluſive, 18 
% ſoothing arguments of Mr. Manley; I have 2 
% been / proſecuted with a cruelty ſcarcely to be ” 
_ 4. parglleled: a perſon, avowedly criminal in the | 
« ſame indictment with myſelf, ha: been brought it 


„ Forth as a capital witnelg/ againſt me; a fact, I a 
« believe, totally unexampled. My lords, op- e 
„ prefled as I am with Snfamy, loaded as I am 

| 5 =. 3 
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with diſtreſs, ſunk under this cruel proſecution, 
your lordſhips, and the gentlemen of the jury, 
cannot think life a matter of any value to me: 
no, my lords, I ſolemnly proteſt, that death of 
all bleſſings would be the moſt pleaſant to me 
after this pain. I have yet, my lords, ties which 
call upon me; ties which render me defirous 
even to continue this miſerable exiſtence :—l 
have a wife, my lords, who for twenty-ſeven. 
years has lived an unparalleled example of con- 
jugal attachment and fidelity, and whoſe beha- 
viour during this trying ſcene would draw 
tears of approbation, I am ſure, even from 
the moſt inhuman. My lords, I have credi- 
tors, honeſt men, who will loſe much by my 
death: 1 hope, for the fake of juſtice to- 
wards chan, ſome mercy will be ſhewn to me. 
If, upon the whole, theſe conſiderations at all 
avail with you, my lords, and you gentlemen 
of the jury; if, upon the moſt partial ſurvey 
of matters, not the ſlighreſt intention of injury 
can appear to any one; and I ſolemnly declare 
it was in my Ppower to replace it in three 
months; of this I aſſured Mr. Robertſon fre- 
quently ; and had his ſolemn affurances that no 
man ſhould be privy to it but Mr Fletcher and 
himſelf, and, if no injury was done to any man 


upon earth; I then hope, I truſt, I fully confide 


myſelf in the tenderneſs, humanity, and pro- 
tection of my country.” 


The diſcerning reader will eaſily ſee, by the de- 


fence, that Dr. Dodd was not a man of ſuperior 
abilities; and the defence itſelf appears to be little 
elſe than a confeſſion of guilt. 


Vo I. V. 3 | The 
47 


. . — AER Dn, Woman > — ie erm 
* 


F 228 } 
The jury retired for about ten minutes, and 


then returned with a verdict, that © The priſoner 
„% was GUILTY,” but at the ſame time pre- 


ſented a petition, humbly recommending the con- 


vict to the royal mercy *. 

On the firſt day of the ſeſſions held at the Old 
Bailey in May, 1777, Dr. Dodd, being put to the 
bar, was addreſſed by Mr. Juſtice Aſton in the 
following terms : 


« Door William Dodd, 

« When you was brought up in laſt February 
“ ſeffions, to plead to an indictment found by the 
« grand jury of Middleſex for forgery, before you 
* pleaded, or the trial was proceeded upon, a 
queſtion was ſubmitted to the court by you, 
with the advice of your counſel, which was re- 
cc ſerved for the opinion of the judges; that is, 
whether you was bound to plead to, and ought 
to be tried upon that indictment, as the name of 
C Lewis Robertſon, committed for the ſame for- 


4 oery, appeared to be indorſed as a witneſs upon 


ec the bill of indictment, and that he had been 
cc taken before the grand jury to be examined as 
c a witneſs by means of an order directed to the 
& keeper of Newgate, which had been improperly 
% obtained, on the 19th of February, and which 
« was afterwards vacated by the court. 

© The judges have met, and have fully conſider- 
c ed the whole matter of this objection; and they 


— ccc 


* It ſeems highly probable that this petition was previouſly 


prepared by the friends of Dr. Dodd; for an abſence of ten 


minutes was inſufficient to agree on a verdict, and prepare the 
petidion. | | 
I «© are 
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<« axe unanimouſly of opinion, that the neceſſity of 


«Cc 
at 


ſome proper. authority to carry a witneſs who 
happened to be in cuſtody before the grand 
« jury to give evidence, regards the juſtification 
* of the gaoler only; but that no objection lies 
« upon that account in the mouth of the party 
«© indicted, for in reſpe& of him the finding of 
« the bill is right, and according to law. 

Whether a private proſecutor, by ufing an 
c accomplice in or out of cuſtody as a witneſs, 
« gives ſuch a witneſs a plea not to be proſecuted, 
© or can entitle himſelf, the proſecutor, to have 
e his recognizance diſcharged, is a matter very fit 
c for conſideration under all the circumſtances of 
« the particular caſe, when that queſtion ſhall 
« ariſe; but it is a matter in which the party in- 
« dicted has no concern, nor can he make any 
legal objection to the producing ſuch a perſon 
*« as a witneſs, for the accomplice is, againſt him, 
& a legal and competent witneſs, and fo was Lewis 
© Robertſon upon the bill of indictment preferred 
« againſt you. = | 

« The judges, therefore, are of opinion, that the 
« proceedings upon that indictment againſt you 
« were legally had, and that you was thereupon 
c duly convicted according to law. Of this opinion 
* I thought it molt proper thus early to apprize 
“ you, that you may be prepared for the conſe- 
« quence of it at the cloſe of the ſefhons.” 

To this addreſs Dr. Dodd replied in the follow- 
ing terms: © My lord, I humbly thank your 
e lordſhip, and the reſt of the learned judges, for 
ce the conſideration you have been pleaſed to give 
$ to the objections made by my counſel on that 
S awful day of my trial; and l reſt fully ſatisfied, 

: Fi 2 * my 
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* my lord, in the juſtice of your dats 8 


“ Opinion.“ 


On the laſt day of the ſeſſions Dr. Dodd was 


again put to the 2 when the clerk of the ar- 
raigns ſaid, ** Dr. William Dodd, you ſtand con- 
« victed of forgery ; what have you to ſay why 


this court ſhould not give you judgement to die 
« according to law ?” 


Hereupon Dr. Dodd addreſſed the court in the 


following terms. ** My lord, I now ſtand before 


„ you a dreadful example of human infirmity. I 
entered upon public life with the expectations 
* common to young men whoſe education has 


6 been liberal, and whole abilities have been flat- 


te tered; and when I became a clergyman, I con- 
& ſidered myſelf as not impairing the dignity of 
« the order. I was not an idle, nor, I hope, an 
« uſeleſs miniſter : I taught the truths of chriſti- 
< anity with the zeal of conviction, and the autho- 
te rity of innocence. My labours were approved; 

e my pulpit became popular; and, I have reaſon 


& to believe, that of thoſe wh Beard me ſome 


& have been preſerved from fin, and ſome have 
& been reclaimed. Condeſcend, my lord, to think, 


ce if theſe conſiderations aggravate my crime, how 


«© much they muſt embitter my puniſhment! 
„ Briug diſtinguiſhed and elevated by the con- 


« fidence of mankind, I had too much confidence 


ce in myſelf, and thinking my integrity, what 
60 me Yes thought it, eſtabliſhed in fincerity, and 
& fortified by relivion, 1 did not conſider the dan- 
<« ger of vanity, nor ſuſpe& the deceitfulneſs of 


„ my own heart. The day of conflict came, in 


c which temptation ſeized and overwhelmed me! 


#3 commitred the crime, which I entreat your 


. lordihjp 
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45 lordſhip to believe that my conſcience hourly 


* repreſents to me in its full bulk of miſchief and 
** malignity. Many have been overpowered by 
** temptation, Who are now among the penitent in 
«© heaven 

e To an act now waiting the deciſion of vindic- 
tive juſtice, I will net preſume to oppoſe the 
** counterbalance of almoſt thirty years, (a great 
< part of the life of man) paſſed in exciting and 


cc 


_ © exerciſing charity; in relieving ſuch diſtrefles 


&© as I now feel; in adminiſtering thoſe conſola- 


tions which 1 now want. I will not otherwiſe 
extenuate my offence, than by declaring, what I 
hope will appear to many, and what many cir- 
e cumſtances make probable, that I did not intend 
& finally to defraud : nor will, it become me ta 
c apportion my own puniſhment, by alledging, 
«© that my ſufferings have been not much leſs than 
my guilt. I have fallen from reputation which 
* ought to have made me cautious, and from a 
fortune which ought to have given me content. 
I am ſunk at once into poverty and ſcorn: my 
% name and my crime fill the ballads in the 
© ſtreets; the ſport of the thoughtleſs, and the 
cc triumph of the wicked! 

d lt may ſeem ſtrange, my lord, that, remember- 
* ing what J have lately been, I ſhould ſtill wiſn 
* to continue What I am: but contempt of 
* death, how ſpeciouſly ſoever it may mingle with 
« heathen virtues, has nothing in it ſuitable ro 


* 


N 


cc 
cc 


c“ chriſtian penitence. 


+ Many motives impel me to beg earneſtly * 

&« life. I feel the natural horror of a violem 
* death, the univerſal dread of untimely diſſolu- 
* nog. 1 am defirous to recompence the injury - 
I have 
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J have done to the clergy, to the world, and to 


cc 
«ac 
64 


"a 


religion; and to efface the ſcandal of my crime, 
by the example of my repentance :—but, above 
all, I wiſh to die with thoughts more compoſed, 
and calmer preparation. 


„The gloom and confufion of a priſon, the 


anxiety of a trial, the horrors of ſuſpence, and 
the inevitable viciſſitudes of paſſion, leave not 
the mind in a due diſpoſition for the holy exer- 
ciſes of prayer, and ſelf. examination. Let not 


a little life be denied me, in which I may, by 


meditation and contrition, prepare myſelf to 
ſtand at the tribunal of Omniporence, and ſupport 
the preſence of that judge, who ſhall diſtribute 
to all according to their works; who will re- 
ceive and pardon the repenting ſinner; and 
from whom the merciful] ſhall obtain mercy, 

«© For theſe reaſons, my lords; amidft ſhame and 
miſery, I yet wiſh to live; and moſt humbly im- 
plore, that I may be recommended by your 
lordſhip to the clemency of his Majeſty.” 

The RecorRDER now proceeded to paſs ſentence 
the following terms :—** Dr. William Dodd; 
you have been convicted of the offence of pub- 
lifhing a forged and counterfeit bond, knowing 
it to be forged and counterfeited; and you have 
had the advautage which the laws of this country 
afford to every man in that ſituation, a fair, an 
impartial, and an attentive trial. 


The juiy, to whoſe juſtice you appealed, have 


found you guilty; their verdict has undergone 
the conſideration of the learned judges, and 


they found no ground to impeach the Juſtice of 


that verdict; you yourſelf have admitted the 
juſtice of it; and now the very painful duty chat 


the 
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the neceſſity of the law impoſes upon the court, 
to pronounce the ſentence of that law againſt 
you, remains only to be performed. 

Lou appear to entertain a very proper ſenſe 
of the enormity of the offence which you have 
committed; you appear too in a ſtate of con- 
trition of mind, and I doubt not have duly re- 
flected how far the dangerous tendency of the 
offence you have been guilty of is encreaſed by 
the influence of example, in being committed by 
a perſon of your character, and of the ſacred 
function of which you are a member. Theſe 
ſentiments ſeem to be yours ; I would wiſh to 
cultivate ſuch ſentiments ; but I would not wiſh 
to add to the anguiſh of a perſon in your ſitu- 
ation by dwelling upon it. 


* Your application for mercy muſt be made 
elſewhere; it would be cruel in the court to 
flatter you; there is a power of diſpenſing mercy 
where you may apply. Your own good ſenſe, 
and the contrition you expreſs, will induce you 
to leſſen the influence of the example by publiſh- 


ing your hearty and ſincere deteſtation of rhe 


ofence of which you are convicted; and that 
you will not attempt to palliate or extenuate, 
which would indeed add to the degree of the 
influence of a crime of this kind being com- 
mitted by a perſon of your character and known 
abilities; I would therefore warn you againſt 
any thing of that kind. Now, having ſaid this, 
I am obliged to pronounce the ſentence of the 
law, which is That you Dr. William Dodd be 
carried from hence to the place from whence 
you came; that from thence you are to be. car- 
ried to the place of execution, where you are to 


cc be 


i 1 

« be hanged by the neck until you are dead. — 
To this Dr. Dodd replied, Lord Jeſus, receive 
% my ſoul!” 

We will now proceed to an account of the ex- 
ecution of Dr. Dodd, then relate ſome farther par- 
ticulars reſpecting him, and conclude with remarks 
proper to the occaſion. + 

This unhappy clergyman was attended to the 
— of execution, in a mourning coach, by the 

ev. Mr. Villette, ordinary of Newgate, and the 
Rev. Mr. Dobey. Another criminal, named Joſeph 
Harris, was executed at the ſame time. It is im- 


poſſible to give an idea of the immenſe crouds of 


people that thronged the ſtreets from Newgate to 
Tyburn. When the priſoners arrived at the fatal 
tree, and were placed in the cart, Dr. Dodd ex- 
horted his fellow-ſufferer in fo generous a manner 


as teſtified that he bad not forgot the duty of a 


clergyman, and was very fervent in the exerciſe of 
his own devotions. Juſt before the parties were 
turned off, Dr. Dodd whiſpered to the executioner. 
What he ſaid cannot be known; but it was ob- 
ſerved that the man had no ſooner driven away the 
cart, than he ran immediately under the gibbet, 
and took hold of the doctor's legs, as if to ſteady 
the body; and the unhappy man appeared to die 
without pain; but the groans, Prayers, and tears, 
of thouſands attended his exit. 
Dr. Dodd was executed on the 27th of June, 
1777 = 
Thus periſhed all that was mortal of William 
Dodd, doctor of divinity, late prebendary of Brecon, 
and chaplain in ordinary to his Majeſty.» This 
man; with all his faul:s, was not without his vir- 
tues ; he was the promoter of many charities, and 
the 
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the inſtitutor of ſome of them. The Magdalen 
hoſpital, the ſociety for the relief of poor debtors, 
and that for the recovery of perſons apparently 
drowned, will, we truſt, be perpetual monuments 
to his credit : but it is our duty not to coneeal or 
diſguiſe his faults, the principal of which appear 
to have been vanity, and a turn for extravagance, 
which ruined his circumſtances, and urged him to 
commit the crime which coſt him his life. 

After conviction, the exertions made to ſave Dr. 
Dodd were perhaps beyond all example in any 
country. The news-papers were filled with letters, 
and paragraphs in his favour. Individuals of all 
ranks and degrees exerted themſelves in his behalf: 
patiſh officers went, in mourning, from houſe to 
houſe, to procure ſubſcriptions to a petition to the 
king; and this petition, which, with the names, 
filled 23 ſheets of parchment, was actually preſent- 
ed. Even more than this: the lord mayor and 
common council went in a body to St. James's, to 
ſolicit mercy for the convict. But all this availed 
nothing: it was neceffary to make an example of a 
man who had ſet but too bad an one to others; and 
who, from the faireſt proſpect of riſing to the 
higheſt hondurs of the church, ſunk to the loweſt 
degree of abaſement. | 
Surely this tale will be a leflon ial extrava- 
ance, and will teach us to be content in the 
ation of life in which Providence hath placed us. 
The fate of this unhappy man furniſhes, likewiſe, 
the ſtrongeſt argument againſt the crime of for- 
gery; for if all the intereſt that was exerted to 
fave Dr. Dodd could have no weight, no one here- 
after guilty of it ought to expect a pardon. If, 


| then, uy one ſhould be 5 to the commiſſion 
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of it, let him reflect on this caſe; let him, moral 
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and religious conſiderations apart, ſtay the haſty 
hand, and let him retract the raſh reſoluticn 


We ſhall conclude this narrative wi::: 
from an addreſs which Dr. Dodd 
viction, to his fellow priſoners ; 


extract 
„after con- 
+ 4uie we deem it 


well worthv the public #4:enZvn. —* There is al- 
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judices of an intereſt ſo weight 


ways, lays the doctor, „ a danger left men, 
freſh from a trial in which life has been loſt, 


ſhould remember with reſentment and malignity 


the proſecutor, the witneſſes, or the judges. 
It is indeed ſcarcely poſſible, with all the pre- 
y, and ſo affecting, 
that the convict ſhould think otherwiſe than 
that he has been treated, in ſome part of the 
proceſs, with unneceſſary ſeverity. In this opi- 
nion he is perhaps ſingular, and therefore pro- 
bably. miſtaken : but there is no time for diſ- 


AN we muſt try to find the ſhorteſt way 


to peace. It is — Hig to forgive than to reaſon 
right. He that has been injuriouſly or unneceſ- 
ſarily harrafſed, has one opportunity more of 
proving his ſincerity, by forgiving the wrong, 
and praying for his enemy. 

It is the duty of a penitent to repair, as far 
as he has the power, the injury he has done. 
What we can do is commonly nothing more 
than to Leave the world an example of contri- 
tion. On the dreadful day, 
of the law has its full force, ſome will be found 
to have affected a ſhameleſs bravery, or negli- 
12 intrepidity. Such is not the proper beha- 
viour of a convicted criminal. Jo rejoice in 
tortures is the privilege of a martyr ; to meet 


death with intrepidity is the right only of in- 


** nocence, 


when the ſentence 
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nocence, if in any human being innocence could 
be found. Of bim whoſe life is ſhortened by 
his crimes, the laſt duties are humility and ſelf- 
abaſement. We owe to God ſincere repentance ; 
we owe to man the appearance of repentance. 
Men have died with a ſteadfaſt denial of crimes, 
ot which it is very difficult to ſuppoſe them in- 
nocent. By what equivocation or reſerve they 
may have reconciled their conſciences to falſe- 
hood it is impoſſible to know: but if they thought 
that, when they were to die, they paid their legal 
forfeit, and that the world had no farther de- 
mand upon them; that therefore they might, 
by keeping their own ſecrets, try/ to leave 
behind them a diſputable reputation; and that 
the falſhood was harmleſs becauſe none were 
injured; they had very little confidered the 
nature of ſociety. One of the principal parts of 
national felicity ariſes from a wife and impartial 
adminiſtration of juſtice. Every man repoſes 
upon the tribunals of his country the ſtability 
of poſſeſſion, and the ſerenity of life. He there- 
A who unjuſtly expoſes the courts of judica- 
ture to ſuſpicion, either of partiality or ef ror, 
not only does an injury to thoſe who diſpenſe 
the laws, but diminiſhes the public confidence 
in the laws themſelves, and ſhakes the founda- 
tion of public tranquillity. 


For my own part, I confeſs, with deepeſt com- 
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punction, the crime which has brought me to 
this place; and admit the juſtice of my fentence, 
while I am ſinking under its ſeverity.” 
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An authentic Account of Jamzs HiLr, otherwiſe , 

Joun HIND, otherwiſe James Hinp, other- C 

wiſe JaMES AcxSAN, commonly called Joan if 

| the Palx TER, who was executed for ſetting q 
| fire to the Rope-houſe belonging to his Majeſty's L 
Dock Yard at Portſmouth. r 
| t 

i 


2th of December, 1776, a fire broke out in 
the Rope houſe of Portimouth dock, which entire- 
ly conſumed that builuing. The fire was wholly 
attributed to accident; but on the 15th of January 
the following diſcovery was made, which inconteſ- 
tably proved that the building had been deſtroyed 
dy deſign. 
Three men being employed in the hemp-houſe, 
they found a tin machine, ſomewhat reſembling a 
tea canniſter, and near the fame ſpot a wooden box 
containing various kinds of combuitibles. This circum- 
ſtance being communicated to the commiſſioner of 
the dock, and circulated among the public, ſeveral 
vague and indefinite ſuſpicions fell upon a man. 
who had been lurking about the dock-yard, whoſe 
ſurname was not known, but who had been diſtin- 
guiſhed by the appellation of John the Painter, 
and had been a journeyman to Mr. Golding, a 
painter at Titchfield. | | 8 
In conſequence of advertiſements in the News- 
papers, offering a reward of go. for apprebend- 
ing John the Painter, he was ſecured a Odiham. 
On the 7th of February the priſoner was examined 
at Sir John vtieiding's office in Bow-ſtreet, where 
John Baldwin, who had exerciſed the trade of a 
painter 
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painter in different parts of America, attended by 


the direction of Lord Temple, who imagined that 
the parties might know each other. ' Baldwin de- 
clared he had not the leaſt knowledge of the pri- 
ſoner, who then bowed to him, — ſoon after re- 
queſted that he would favour him with a viſit in 


New - priſon. Baldwin attended him in the after- 


noon, and on the following days till the 15th, and 
their converſations were on general ſubjects relat- 
ing to the affairs of America; but on the 15th, and 
the ſubſequent days till the 24th, the priſoner's diſ- 
courſe with Baldwin operated very materially to- 
wards his conviction, as it was brought in corro- 
boration of a variety of evidence on trial. He 
aſked Baldwin whether he was acquainted with Mr. 


Dean, and, being anſwered in the negative, ex- 


claimed, What not Mr. Dean, Silas Dean, em- 
„% ployed by the congreſs? He is a fine fellow. 1 
« belicve Benjamin Franklin is employed on the 
« ſame errand.” He ſaid he had taken a view of 
moſt of the dock yards and fortifications about 
England, the number of Ships in the navy, and ob- 
ſerved their weight of metal and their number of 


men, and had been to France two or three times 
to inform Silas Dean of his diſcoveries; and that 


Dean gave him bills to the amount of 300%. and 
letters of recommendation to a merchant in the city, 


which he had burnt, leſt they ſhould lead to a diſ- 


covery. He informed Baldwin that he inſtructed a 
tin- man's apprentice at Canterbury to make him a 
tin canniſfer, which he carried ro Portſmouth, 
where he hired a lodging at one Mrs. Boxall's, and 
tried his preparations for ſetting fire to the dock 
yard. 

After recounting the manner of preparing 


matches and combuſtibles, he ſaid that on the 6th 


of 
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of the preceding December he got into the hemp- 
houſe, and having placed a candle in a wooden box 
and a tin canniſter over it, and ſprinkled turpentine 
over {ome of the hemp, he proceeded to the rope- 
houſe, where he placed a bottle of turpentine a- 
mong a quantity of looſe hemp, which he ſprinkled 
with | turpentine, and having laid matches, made of 
Paper painted over with powdered charcoal and 
gunpowder diluted with water, and other combuſ- 
tibles about the place, he returned to his lodgings. 
The next day he hired lodgings in two other houſes 
to which he intended to ſet fire, that the engines 
might not be all employed together in quenching the 
conflagration at the dock. On this day he again 
went to the hemp-houſe, jntending to ſet it on fire, 
which he however was unable to effect, owing to a half. 
penny- worth of common houſe matches * that he had 
bought not being ſufficiently dry. This diſappoint- 
ment, he ſaid, rendered him exceedingly uneaſy, 
and that he went from the hemp-houſe to the rope- 
houſe, and ſet fire to the matches he had placed 
there, He ſaid his uneafineſs was increaſed be- 
cauſe he could not return to the lodging where he 
had left a bundle containing an Ovid's Metamor- 
Phoſes, a treatiſe on war and making fire works, a 
Juſtin, a piſtol, and a French paſſport, in which 
his real name was inſerted. 

When he had ſet fire to the rope-houſe he pro- 
ceeded towards London, deeply regretting his 


2 
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* The matches he had formed for firing the combuſtibles 
were ſo contrived as to continue burning for twenty four hours; 
ſo that by cutting them into proper lengths he provided for his 
eſcape, knowing the preciſe ume when the fire would reach the 
combult! ibles. 
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. failure in attempting to fire the other building, 2 and 


was ſtrongly inclined to fire into the windows of 
the woman who had ſold him the bad matches. 
He jumped into a cart, and gave the woman who 
drove it ſixpence, to induce her to drive quick; and, 
when he had paſſed the centinels, obſerved the fire 
to have made ſo rapid a progrels, that the © ele- 
„ ment ſeemed in a blaze.” About ten the next 
morning he arrived at Kingſton, where he remain- 
ed till the duſk of the evening, and proceeded to 
London in the ſtage. 

Soon after his arrival, he waited upon the gen- 
tleman in the city, and informed him of having 
been under the neceſſity of burning the bills upon, 
and letters to, bim from Silas Dean. The gentle- 
man behaved to him with ſhyneſs, but appointed 
to meet him at a coffee-houſe. At the coffee-houſe 
the gentleman ſeemed to be doubtful as to the ſto- 
ry told by Ackſan, who therefore went away diſ- 
pleaſed, and as ſoon as he reached Hammerſmith 
wrote to the merchant, ſaying he was going to 
Briſtol, and that the © handy works” he meant 
to perform there would be ſoon known to the pub- 
lic. 

Soon after his arrival at Briſtol, he ſet fire to ſe- 
veral houſes, which all wete burning with great 
rapidity at one time, and the flames were not ex- 
ringuiſhed till damage was ſuſtained to the amount 


of fifteen thouſand pounds. He alſo ſet fire to 


combuſtibles that he had placed among a number 
of oil barrels upon the quay, but happily without 
effect. He related to Baldwin a great number of 
other circumſtances, which were confirmed by a 
variety of evidence on the trial. 

James Ruſſel produced a tin caſe and a wooden 
box made to fit each other, containing combuſti- 


bles, 


Ay 
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bles, which he ſwore he found in the hemp-houſe 
at Portſmouth. = 

William Tench, apprentice to a tinman at Can- 
5 terbury, depofed, that about a month or fix weeks 
before Chriſtmas he made the tin cafe produced by 
Nuſſel, by the order and under the immediate in- 
ſpection of the priſoner. 

Elizabeth Boxali ſwore that the priſoner lodged 


at her houſe on the night preceding that on which 


the fire happened, and that in the morning ſhe 
perceived a violent ſmell of ſulphur, and going in- 
to the priſoner's room complained that ſhe was 
fearful he would ſer fire to her houſe; that he left 
a bundle, which ſhe opened and found to contain 
a tin caſe; and being ſhewn the canniſter produced 
by Ruffel, ſhe believed it to be the fame. 

Mrs. Cole ſwore that the priſoner took a lodging 
at her houſe, and left there a bundle * containing 
fome = pe and other things, which ſhe delivered 
to Mr. Jeffrey, clerk to the commiſſioner of thedock. 


John Fiſher, ſervant to Mr. Tuck, tinman at 


Canterbury, depoſed, that about ſix or ſeven weeks 
before Chriſtmas the priſoner came to his maſter's 
ſhop, and gave orders for two tin caſes, but thar, 
not being finiſhed at the time he had appointed to 
call for them, they were left on his maſter's hands. 
Fiſher produced one of the caſes, which was found 
to correſpond. with that found in the hemp-houſe. 

William Baldy and William Weſton ſwore, that 
they faw and converſed with the priſoner in the 
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* This bundle contained the books, the F rench W &c. 
which the prĩſoner mentioned to Baldwin. ON: 
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Anne Hopkins depoſedithat about four, or half 
paſt four, of the day on which the 'fire happened 
at Port{mouth- ; th the priſoner overtook her near 
the Flying-bull at Coſham, and ſaying he was g6- 
ing to Petersfield, and feared he ſhould be benight- 
ed, defired ſhe would allow him to ride part of 


that ſhe might drive quick; and that, when ſhe 
camie within fight of her houſe, he leaped out of 
the cart, and took the road leading to London. 
Anne Gentle ſwore, that on the day before the 
fire at Portſmouth the priſoner bought a half-pen- 
ny worth of matches at her ſhop on Portſmouth 
Common ; and John Hillingdon ſwore that, as far 


as he could judge from human probability, the 


Priſoner was the man to whom he ſold two ounces 


of ſpirits of turpentine, and a quarter of a pound 


of ſalt-petre, either three or four days before or 
after the 20th of November. 
Mary Biſhop depoſed, that ſome time between 


8 and Chriſtmas the priſoner came to her 
houſe in Canterbury, and aſked whether ſhe could 


proune a wooden thing to be made for him. Be- 
ing ſhewn the wooden box found with the tin caſe 
in the hemp-houſe, ſhe ſaid ſhe ſaw a thing like it 


brought to the priſoner by Mr. Ormiſham's ap- 


prentice, who was ſince dead. 
John Dobby, who apprehended the priſoner, 
declared that he faund in his cuſtody the following 


articles; à ſnuff- box containing tinder, a ſmall 


powder horn with gunpowder, a ſtriking tinder- 
box primed, a phial half full of "ſpirits of. rurpen- 
tine, a parcel of matches, and * other things 
not of a ſuſpicious nature. 8 
Thomas Maſon, a painter near Briſtol, ſwore 


dba the day after Chriſtmas day the priſoner came 


You. V. 4 H h | to 


47 


| ( 234 J 
to his houſe and aſked leave to grind a fmall 
quantity of charcoal; that he directed him to his 
colour-ſtone, on which he worked about two hours 
in griuding a piece of charcoal about the lize of 
two of his fingers. 

The bundle left by the priſoner at Mrs. Cole $ 
was'then produced; and the clerk informed the 
court that it contained a loaded piſtol, a French 
paſſport, and ſome books, the titles of which he 
read. 

The Court then informed the priſoner that 
the evidence againſt him was cloſed, and called 

upon him for his defence. He called no witneſ- 
ſes, but addreſſed the court two or three times, 
and propoſed ſome queſtions to Baldwin, but he 
faid nothing tending to invalidate the charge a- 
gainſt him. 

The judge then ſummed up the evidence in the 
moſt clear, circumftantial, and candid manner that 
can be imagined ; and the jury pronounced him 
guilty ; in conſequence of which, the judge addreſ- 
ſed him in a manner truly patheric, reminding him 
of the ſhocking enormity of his crime, which was 
of ſuch a nature as would not admit the poſſibility 
of his ſentence being reverſed, and exhorting him 
to exert his utmoſt endeavours that the eternity he 
was to enter upon in a few days might prove an 
s eternity of bliſs inſtead of miſery. The priſo- 
ner ſaid he entertained ©* no hopes of pardon, but 
e was willing to die, more ſo than to live.” | 

This malefactor was tried at Wincheſter-caſtle 
on Thurſday the 6th of March, 1777, before the 
right honourable Sir William Henry Aſhurſt, Knt. 
and Sir Beaumon Hotham, Kat. 


James Ackſan was executed at Portſmouth on 
Lc ioth of March, 1777. 
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Particulars of the Examination, Commitment, and 
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During a refidence of ſame years in America, 


Ackſan imbibed principles incompatible with the 


intereſts of this country. His —1 affords a ſtrik - 
ing inſtance of the extravagant lengths to which 


people may be tranſported by party zeal. Not 


influenced by private malignancy, or avarieious 
motives, he formed the deſperate reſolution of com- 
mitting a crime of ſuch horrid enormity as not to 
admit the poſſiblity of any kind of aggravation ; and 
this reſolution he, in ſome degree, effected. Had 


his diabolical purpoſe been attended with the full 
ſucceſs he expected, long ere this Great Britain 


would, in all probability, have loſt her national 
importance, and been reduced to a ſtate of the 
moſt abject ſlavery to foreign and deſpotic powers. 
Though Ackſan aimed at involving every indi- 
vidual of theſe kingdoms in immediate and general 
deſtruction, chriſtian charity ſhould induce us to 
hope that he followed the advice of the learned 
judge in endeavouring to make the eternity that 
awaited him © an eternity of bliſs inſtead of mi» 
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Trial, of David BrRown Di6xan, who was 
convicted of 2 Fraud, and ſentenced to labour 
on the Thames. 


N Wedneſday the 1 - of March, 1 7775 
this offender was * to the office in Bow». 
ſtreet, when Mr. John Clark depoſed, that between 
the 18th of June, and the 8th of July preceding, be 
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inveſting bim with the office of derk of the minutes 
in his majeſty's cuſtm-houſe in Dublin; that the 
abovementioned ſum was paid at different times 
in caſh and drafts; and that the drafts were duly 
honoured by the parties on whom they were drawn. 
Mr. Clark produced a ſtamped paper bearing the 

ſignature of lord Weymonth, and counterſigned 


Thomas Daw, which he depoſed to have received 


from the priſoner as a legal warrant er 


bim to the office in queſtion. Mr. Daw proved 


that the ſignature of lord Weymouth and his own 
name were counterfeited ; and it evidently appear- 
ed that the ſeals had been taken from fome- inſtru- 


ment, and affixed to the pretended warrant. 


Dinan was charged with a ſimilar offence by 
Mr. Brown, from whom he obtained { 1000, un- 
der pretence of cauſing him to be appointed writer 
of the London Gazette. Mr. Brown produced 
a-warrant bearing the fimilar - marks of impoſition 
with thoſe exhibited in the former charge: : — this 
gentleman likewiſe produced a letter, given to him 
by the priſoner, ordering Mr. Harriſon, the 
printer of the Gazette, to act under the direction 
of Mr. Brown; and likewiſe an oath of qualificati- 
on taken by him in preſence of the ie, 

After a very deliberate conſideration of theſe 
circumſtances, the magiſtrates were of opinion 
that Dignan's offence was not within the deſcrip- 
tion of the laws reſpecting forgery : he was there- 
fore committed to Tothill-fields bridewell, to tale 
his trial for the frauds. 

The priſoner, by way of defence, ſaid that, on 
fuſpicion of his having been guilty of high trea- 
ſon, his papers had been ſeized, and were in the 
poſſeſſion of Sir Alexander Leith; adding that 


ſome writings among them would fully exculpare - 


him 
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tes him from the charges adduced againſt him. Sir 
he Alexander ordered his trunk to kk brought into | 
les the office, and all ſuch papers as were not conſidered 

ly as matter of evidence were returned to him. 

n. On the 5th of April, 1777, David Brown Dignan 

he was indicted at Guildhall , Weſtminſter, for defraud- 

ed ing Mr. Clarke of £ 700 *, under pretence of 

ed' | appointing him clerk of the minutes in the cuſtom- 

Ss houſe, at Dublin, by means of a forged warrant ' 

d pretended to be ſigned by lord Weymouth and 

'n Mr. Daw. The dence againſt him was in ſub- 

r- ſtance what we have already related; and the jury 

i- found him guilty, without leaving the court. 


The magiſtrates heſitated a long time on what 
puniſhment ſhould be inflicted on "fo atrocious an 
offender ; and at length ſentenced him to work 
five years on the river Thames. 

Dienan had carried on a till more atrocious 
traffic than that for which he was convicted. Not 
long before he was detected, he called at the houſe 
of lord Suffolk, requeſting an interview on. bu- 
ſineſs of an important nature. His lordſhip ad- 
mitted him to a private audience; when Mr. Dig- 
nan diſcloſed his purpoſe to the following effect: 
he ſaid that he had unhappily engaged in a conſpi- 
racy, with ſome gentlemen of rank and fortune, to 
1 | ſhoot the King; and he had the audacity to menti- 
on the names of ſeveral gentlemen of rank and 
fortune, particularly the Duke of Richmond, the 
Earl of Shelburne, and the "Aldermen Sawbridge 
and Lee, &c. as being among ; the number of the 
conſpirators. 
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are ſeldom laid to the full amount of the injury ſuſtained. 
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He even went farther than this: he talked of 
the time and place where the ſuppoſed treaſonable 
confultations were held. He pretended that the 
ſtings of conſcience had occaſioned a remorſe 
in his mind; and that he had made ſo ample a 
confeſſion, as the only atonement in his power 
for having engaged in ſo villainous a conſpiracy. 
Lord Suffolk with great prudence urged him >. 
make oath of the particulars ; but this Dignan de- 
clined, ſaying “ that, as the ſcheme was not yet 
c ripe for execution, no inconvenience could 
* therefore enſue from the delay. The conſpira- 
* tors (he faid) were to meet that evening; and 
the next morning he would wait on his lordſhip, 
« to give him information of every particular 
* which paſſed at the meeting.“ 

Dignan returned to lord Suffolk at the appoint- 
ed time, when he was urged to make a full diſ- 
cloſure of the affair. He then deſired a procraſtina- 
tion of one day only ; and faid that on the next 
he would ſwear to every particular he had relat- 
—_ ) 
| Juftly ſuſpicious that Dignan had no good in- 
| tention, his lordſhip had employed perſons to 
Watch his motions ; but he was traced only to the 
| ſtews of debauchery : and rhe gentlemen charged 
with the conſpiracy were likewiſe ſurrounded, un- 
| 
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|, known to themſelves, by a group of obſervers. 
From the characters of the gentlemen accuſed, 
and that of the accuſer, and from all the circum- 
ſtances that had paſſed, lord Suffolk was con- 
vinced that the former were totally innocent, and 
„ that the latter was a villain. When, therefore, 
Dignan waited on his Jordſhip for. the laſt time, 
| the ſecretary was preſent. The ſcoundrel was 
a £ z Charged 
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charged with his baſeneſs in explicit terms. He 
appeared to be confounded ; his voice faultered, 
he turned pale, and was evidently felf- convicted. 

On Wedneſday the 23d of April, 1777, Mr. 

Smith, governor of Tothill-fields bridewell, re- 
queſted the advice of the magiſtrates at Bow fir 
as to the diſpoſal of Dignan. He ſaid he had re- 
ceived an order for removing the priſoner to the 
ballaſt-lighter, purſuant to the ſentence paſſed on 
him by the magiſtrates of Middleſex and Weſt- 
minſter at the Guildhall ; but that the ſolicitor in 
a proſecution cognizable by the magiſtrates uſually 
preſiding at Hicks's Hall, had given him notice to 
detain the priſoner in cuſtody till an Habeas 
Corpus ſhould be procured to bring him for trial 
before the laſt mentioned magiſtrates. The bench 
agreed in opinion, that as Lothill- fields bridewell 
was a county gaol, the Middleſex magiſtrates would 
have been juſtifiable inclaiming the appearance ofthe 
priſoner without the authority of an Habeas Cor- 
pus; and they commiſſioned Mr. Smith to remove 
Dignan on thefirſt opportunity. 
Mr. Smith ſaid that on the ſame evening or the 
next morning he would endeavour to get rid of 
ſuch a troubleſome gneſt, who had ſuggeſted a 
variety of ſtratagems to obtain his ny, ; "i 
that on the Saturday morning precedi ing he had offer- 
ed to bribe an attendant in the priſon wich a bank 
note of ten pounds, to favour his eſcape in alurge 
cheſt. 

No time was now loſt in conveying Dignan on 
board the ballaſt-lighter. Being poffeiled of - 
plenty of money, and having high notions of gen- 
tility, he went to Woolwich in a poſt-chaile, wich 
his Negro-ſer vant behind, 3 that his mo- 
pey would procure every indulgence in his —_ E 


dle laws of bis country. 
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and that his ſervant would be ſtill admitted to at- 


tend him; but in this he was egregiouſly miſtaken; 


the keepers of the lighter would not permit the 
Negro to come on board; and Dignan was imme- 
diately put to the duty of the wheelbarrow. 

On Monday the 5th of May Dignan ſent a 
forged draft for 500. for acceptance to Mr. 
Drummond, er, at Charing- croſs, who, diſ- 


covering the impoſition, carried the publiſhers be- 


fore Sir John Fielding; but they were diſcharged; 
and it was intended to procure an Habeas Corpus 
to remove Dignan to London for examination. 
This plan, how ever, was ſoon ſeen through; 
for on confideration it ſeemed evident that Dig- 
nan, by ſending the forged draft from on board 


the lighter, preferred death to his fituation *; fo 
that no farther ſteps were taken in the affair ; and 


Mr. Dignan yet + remains a victim to the equita- 


* 


This man bad been genteelly born and educated; 
and his vices, his contrivances, his unwarrantable 


artifices ac. reduced him to a ſituation which 


the meaneſt beggar would not envy.—lt is unne- 
ceſſary to caution our young readers from treading 
in his ſteps; becauſe whoever ſhould do ſo would 


infallibly meet with the moſt diſgraceful puniſh- 


ment, and general deteſtation. 


”m i — — ——_—— — 
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ls not this a kind of proof of the excellence of the plan 


ww puniſhment by „ 
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An Account of the Trial of Ratyn Curl ER, who 


was charged with having committed a Rape, 
and acquitted. 5 N 


T the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey in Sep- 
A tember, 1777, Ralph Cutler was indicted 
dr committing a rape on Mary the wife of Thomas 
Bradley, on the 16th of July preceding. 
Mrs. Bradley lived in Red Lion Alley, Cow- - 
croſs : her huſband was what ſhe called an auc- 
tioneer and appraiſer; but his principal bufineſs 
was keeping poſſeſſion of effects in houſes under 
commiſhons of bankrupt. Os 
Mrs. Bradley uſed to frequent the Merlin's 
Cave, a reputable public houſe in Spa-fields, 
Clerkenwell, where, as it. appears, ſhe became 
acquainted with Mr. Cutler; and it is probable 
that their connexion was of a very intimate kind. 
Mrs. Bradley ſpent the evening of the 15th of 
July at Merlin's Cave, where after ſupping with 
ſome company in the geen, ſhe went into the 
houſe, at the requeſt of Cutler (as ſhe ſays), to 
hear ſome women ſing. The company went away 
about half paſt twelve; and all of them parted at 
the Cold-bath in Cold-bath-fields, except one 


lady, who went with Mr. Cutler and Mrs. Bradley. 


to Brook-ſtreet, Holborn, where ſhe likewiſe left 
them. Cutler now aſked Mrs. Bradley to drink a 
_ glaſs of wine: ſhe refuſed ; but they went to her 
ouſe, out of their regular road near half a mile: 
e followed her into the houſe; and a woman, 
Who was attending Mrs. Bradley's children, then 
went away, -and left the parties together. a 
Mrs. Bradley depoſed, that, when the woman 
was gone, Cutler effected his purpoſe, by commit- 
a Vol. V. 8 I 1 ting 
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ting an abſolute rape on her in the kitchen; that 


ſhe threatened to acquaint her huſband with what 
bad paſſed, and infifted on his going out of the 


hs immediately ; ; that in the interim two of her 


children being crying in the bed, ſhe went up to 
them, but then coming down, the went up again 
with ſome drink which Cutler adviſed her to give 


to the children. Cutler followed her *, locked 


the door, and a ſecond time committed the fact 
for which he was indicted. = 

She further depoſed, that he inſiſted with an 
oath, that ſhe ſhould go to bed, and helped to un- 
dreſs her; that he lay an hour and an half in the 
bed, and then went down ſtairs, and ſhe thought 
he was going away; that ſhe went down after- 
wards, found him in the kitchen, and informed 
him that ſhe would acquaint her huſband how ill 
ſhe had been treated. 

On the following morning, Mr. Hamley, a re- 
lation of her huſband, called on her; but what 
was preſumed to paſs on this viſit will beſt appear 
from an abſtract of Hamley' s evidence on the 
trial. 

He depoſed in ſubſtance, that he called on Mrs. 
Bradley on the 16th of July ; that ſhe ſaid the i was 
not well, but deſired him to ay, as ſhe had ſome- 
thing particular to communicate. She told him 
ſhe had been at Merlin's Cave on the preceding 
evening, and mentioned her company ; told him 
that Cutler came home with her againſt her re- 
monſtrances to the contrary, and that he perpe- 
trated the fact as abovementioned. That Hamley 


— 


* We muſt remember that this is ber evidence. We ſhall fre 
how far it was credited. 
told 


Bradley's abſence. 
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told her * if ſhe would defer going to ber huſband 
* till the afrernoon, he ſhould be glad to meet her 
* on Blackfriars- bridge, and take a walk into St. 
« George's Fields.” They met accordingly. Ham- 
ley faid his motive was * to ſee, if poſſible, whe- 
* ther there had been any intimacy before ;” that 
he aſked her whether they had ever been together 


before, but that ſhe declared ſhe had been inno- 
cent from firſt to laſt. 


Hamley and Mrs. Bradley took a walk to 
John o'Grote's houſe *, in St. George's Fields, 


whence they returned to London; and Hamley 


then leaving her, called at her houſe about nine 
o'clock the ſame evening, to ſee if Cutler was in 
her company; but no Mr. Cutler was to be 
found. 

The priſoner declaring that he left his defence 
to his counſel, Caroline Taylor, who uſed to fell - 
fruit at Merlin's Cave in the ſummer, depoſed, that 


ſhe knew the proſecutrix, and had attended her as 


a nurſe to her child ; that Mrs. Bradley came to 
the Cave the evening after the rape was ſuppoſed 
to have been committed, and aſked her (Taylor) 


if ſhe had ſeen Mr. Cuiler, 


This witneſs depoſed that Mrs. Bradley was a fa- 
mous {kittle-player ; that ſhe had frequently ſeen 
her and Cutler play together; and that ihe would 
challenge any one to play at ſkittles. 

This witneſs depoſed, that Mr. Hamley fre- 
quently viſited Mrs, Bradley, and that he ſome- 


times ſtaid till late hours; and that a Mr. Robin- 


ſon had flept in the houſe a whole night, in Mr. 


Being aſked if ſhe thought 


— 


*A public-houſe, famous for ſelling ale. | | 
112 Mrs. 


3 the 
Mrs. Bradley a modeſt or immodeſt woman, ſhe re. 
plied, „ the cannot be very modeſt, when at all 
times ſhe would go out and come home at all 
hours when I was there, and ſometimes very 


much in liquor.” 


It was enquired if ſhe had ſeen her with other 
men beſides her huſband. Her reply was, ** Yes, 
e that I have, divers of times, when her huſband 
« was not at home at all, and men have laid in the 
% houſe when he was not at home,” Being far- 
ther asked if ſhe thought Mrs. Bradley an immo- 
deſt woman, ſhe 3 0 don't red what 
* you call a modeſt woman, if you call that one,” 

Sarah Cooke, who had been ſervant at Merlin's 


Cave, proved that Mrs. Bradley called at the houſe 


on the evening after the preſumed rape, and en- 


quired for Cutler, who, ſhe ſaid, had promiſed to 
meet her there. 


Mr. John Bates gave evidence ſtill more conclu- 


five againſt the character of the proſecutrix. Being 


asked if he remembered, when he was in the room 
in the evening with Bradley and Cutler, that the 
former laid a wager about any thing, he replied 
in the following terms; No; but I remember 
another circumſtance which is rather more ſingu- 
lar; this was, Cutler was asked to ſing a ſang, 
„ which he frequently did; ſo he begins and ſings 
* a bit; by G— (ſays he) I can neither ſing nor 1 
„% any thing elſe : — ſhe took notice of it; ſhe g 
% out, and takes him with her into the paſſage | bo 
* tween the two rooms, and ſhe comes in again, 
and ſaid that Mr, Cutler was fineable for what 
* he had ſaid.” 

Mr. Bates farther ſaid, that the company deſired 
the ladies, who were four | in number, to withdraw, 


to bring in the verdift, and that they retired into 


another 


criminal intimacy with the wife of another man, 
and the perpetration of ſo horrid a crime as a rape. 
Mr. Bradley had for ſome time a confidence in 
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another room. On their return a foreman was fize 
ed on; and Mrs. Bradley was this foreman, who 
delivered a verdict that Mr. Cutler was fineable a 
bottle of ale; and the ale was called for, and be 
paid for it, ** becauſe he was not incapable.” 

This cauſe was tried before Mr. juſtice Gould, 
who, after Mr. Bates had given his teſtimony, ſaid, 
“Gentlemen of the jury, you have heard this evi- 
% dence fo far; if you defire it, I ſhall ſum up the 
evidence.“ — The jury replied, ** We will not 
* trouble your lordſhip, we are very well ſatisfied, 
„and immediately acquitted the priſoner.” 

The writer of this well remembers that, when 
the charge was firſt made againſt Cutler before the 
magiſtrates in Bow-ſtreet, no perſon gave credit to 
the teſtimany of Mrs. Bradley ; but, as the charge 
was poſitive, the magiſtrates were under the neceſ- 


ſity of committing Mr. Cutler. 


The ifſue of the trial ſeems to prove, that the ju- 
ry had good ſenſe enough to diſtinguiſh between a 


the innocence of his wife: and perhaps it would 
have been happier for all parties if that confidence 
had been well-founded. 1 


From this tale let it be learnt, that fidelity to the 


marriage · bed is one of the firſt duties of thoſe whõ 


are bound together by one of the moſt ſacred of all 


bonds; a bond founded equally in nature, in ſound 


policy, in reaſon, and in religion. 

The man and woman, who, united in wedlock, 
deſert each other, who make ſeparate intereſts, and 
ſeek to be happy independent of the original ob- 


jecꝭ of their choice, generally bring down miſery 


for ſeveral months, during which time he ſupplied 
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en theii own heads, becoming. wretched by the 


very means they ſeek to make themſeves happy. 


Account of the Trial of Mr. Joan HARRISOxN, 
who was convicted of Forgery, but afterwards 
received His Majeſty's Pardon. 


R. Harriſon was accountant to the London 
aflurance corporation; and it was his pecu- 
har misfortune to be acquainted with a Mr. Angus 
Mackey, a merchant in the city in an exten- 
five way of trade, who, by urgent ſolicitations, 
prevailed upon the unſuſpecting and good-natured 
man to lend him ſeveral ſums belonging to the 
company, ſolemnly promiſing to return the money 
before he would have occaſion to make up his ac- 
counts. 

When the time appointed for the firſt payment 
arrived, inſtead of returning what he had already 
got into his poſſeſſion, Mackey urged Harriſon for. 


a further ſupply, aſſuring him that he was in dai- 


ly expectation of remittances, on the receipt of 


| Which he would return the whole ſum that Harri- 


ſon was deficient in his account with the company; 
adding that, if he met with a refuſal, he muſt in- 
evitably ſtop payment, which would neceſſarily oc- 
cation an expoſure of Harriſon's violation of the 


truſt repoſed in him by the company. 


In this manner was the unfortunate man amuſed 


Mackey with different ſums, amounting in the 


whole to C. 7550 and, to prevent detection, he in- 


* figures in the book containing the account 
between 


S 


I 


between the bank of England and the London ffi» 


krance company, fo that the bank appeared to be 


debtor for C. 7550 more than had been paid 
there. | ie thr 
le ſent a clerk with C. 210 to the bank; ang, 
when the bock was returned to bim, he put a fi- 
gure of 3 before the 2, which made the ſutm ap- 
Pear C. 3000 more than was aq. bop and ſimi- 
lar alterations were made in other parts of the 


A committee of the company being appointed 
to meet on Wedneſday the gth of July, 1777, Mr. 
Harriſon mentioned the circumſtance to Mackey, 
and told him that he muſt be utterly ruined unleſs 
the deficiency in the company's caſh was made 
good before that day: but, notwithſtanding the 
life and reputation of his generous and imprudent 
friend were at ftake, he neglected to return the 
money. jÜ˙Ü¹·öÄ GB mated 
About eleven in the forenoon of the day on 


which the committee was to be held, ' Harriſon 


placed ſeyeral account-books on the table of the 
committee-room, and had ſome converſation with 
Alexander Aubert, Efquire, the deputy-governor. 
When the committee was about to be opened, 
Harriſon abſconded; and, in about ten minutes af- 
ter, the following letter was received by Mi. 
George Hall, ſecretary to the companʒʒ © 


D 


Dear Sir: 8 


„ r t th 5M 
I am diſtrefled beyond expreſſion, having for- 
« feited every thing that is dear to me, by an act 


of kindneſs to a friend who has deceived me: in- 


« cloſed is a ſtate of my account with the company, 
„which tortures my very foul to think oft. J 
5 15 „ 


A. 
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* know the treaſury will not forgive me, therefore 
* don't care what becomes of me, as I dare not ſee 
* them any more. God Almighty knows what 
* will become of me, or where 1 ſhall fly for ſuc- 
* cour : indeed, Mr. Hall, I am one of the moſt mi- 
* ſcrable wretches living, but I have betrayed m 

* truſt, for which I never can forgive myſelf. 
% When I parted with the money, it was but for a 
* few days, or I would ſooner have died than have 
* parted with it; but, alas! I ſhall now ſeverely 
pay by ſuffering myſelf to be drawn in to ſerve a 
friend, who knew it was not my own, and ſaw 
* the diſtreſs of mind it coſt me when I did it. 
« Pleaſe to preſent my humble duty to the gentle- 
* men; tell them I can meet any death after this, 
* ſooner than I can ſee them again, and am deter- 
* mined not to ſurvive the ſhame : I am, dear fir, 
* a loſt, unhappy being; I am ſo bewildered, that I 
* ſcarce know what I am doing, but believe the in- 
* cloſed account is not right, as I don't recollect 
„that I am any way ſhort of caſh; but in truth 
* I am not myſelf. 


* . HR 


When Harriſon abſconded, he left upwards of 
. 1900 in his deſk, and among his papers were 
found ſecurities on behalf of the company to a 
gteat amount, beſides a bond given to him by Mac- 


key for C. 75 50. | ; 
Notice being given at the office that Harriſon 
was at a friend's houſe at Wapping, Mr. Aubert 
went there in the evening, and found” him in a 
"Nate of mind little ſhort of diſtraction. Mackey's 
bond was produced by Mr. Aubert, and Harriſon 
aſſigned it over to him as a ſecurity on behalf of 
the eompany, He accompanied Mr, Aubert wo 
, | | a Ce, 


„ 

dffce, where two perſons were ordered to attend 
him and prevent his putting an end to his life, 
which there was ſufficient reaſon to ſuppoſe he 
would attempt; and the next morning he was ta- 
ken before Sir John Fielding, who committed him 
to Tothill-fields bridewell. He was re-examined 
the following Wedneſday, and committed to New- 
gate in preparation for his trial. | 

Harriſon was tried at the Old Bailey in the Sep- 
tember ſeſſions, 1777, on an indictment for forge- 
ry, conſiſting of twenty-four counts, on twelve of 
which the jury pronounced him guilty. The pri- 
ſoner's counſel objeRed to judgment being paſſed, 
on account of a ſuppoſed inaccuracy in the indict- 
ment, and the matter was left to be argued by the 
judges. | 

Having remained in Newgate ſome months after 
lis trial, Mr. Harriſon petitioned for the judges to 
meet ; and that he might be heard by counſel. He 
was adviſed by an :lluſfrious perſonage to waive the 
plea on which his petition was founded, and in con- 
ſequence thereof the petition was immediately with- 
drawn. In a few days a meſſenger came to New- 
ate, and delivered Mr. Harriſon the agreeable news 
that his Majeſty had been graciouſly pleaſed to grant 
im an unconditional pardon ; and the ſame evening 
an order was delivered to Mr. Akerman for his im- 
mediate enlargement. 5 
Mr. Harriſon was brought up in a merchant's 
ounting-houſe, and ſoon after the expiration of his 
apprenticeſhip he began buſineſs on his own ac- 
ount, and had a lime and a coal wharf at Lime- 
deuſe, where he carried on an extenſive trade; but 
ling in that buſineſs, he engaged himſelf as a clerk 
o Mr. Smithen, previous to that gentleman's un- 


Nertaking to conſtruct the Eddiſton light-houſe, and 
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was entruſted with the care and management of all 
the money employed in that important work. His 
conduct under Mr. Smithen was in every reſpect un- 
exceptionable; and that gentleman and many other 
reſpectable perſons uſed their intereſt to procure 
him the office of accountant to the London aſſur- 
ance company, in whoſe ſervice he would in all 
* have continued till his death, but for 
. his unbappy connexion with Mackey. 

Harriſon had been accountant to the London aſ- 
furance company nineteen years and a half, when 
it was diſcovered that he had betrayed the confi- 
dence repoſed in him; and till that period his cha- 
rater was without a blemiſh, and he was held in 
the higheſt eſteem by all his acquaintance. 

It is beyond diſpute that Harrifon entertained not 


the leaſt intention to defraud, and that he meant to 
replace the money. He is ſtill living, and finds the 


loſs of a handſome income, reputation, and health I 


(which, was greatly impaired during his confine- 
ment) a ſevere puniſhment for one act of, indiſcre- 
tion in which all the misfortunes of his life have 
their origin. | 4 
May the caſe of this man prove a warning to 
others who are employed in offices of truſt. Let 
them remember, that in ſuch men as can be guilty 
of perſuading them to violate the confidence re- 
poſed in them no reliance can with ſafety be pla- 
ced ; that if they once give reaſon for an impeach: 
ment of their integrity, they will be conſtantly un 
der the tormenting apprehenfions of a diſcovery, 
which, if they happen to eſcape an ignominiou 
death, will reduce them to poverty and diſgrace. 


/ 


Al 
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Reverend BExJamix Russ Ex, who was banged 
for committing a Rape. 


HIS man was maſter of the ſubſcription cha- 
rity-ſchool at Bethnal-green, in which had 
been bred up a poor girl named Anne Mayne. 
At the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey in October 
1777, Renjamin Ruſſen, clerk, was indifted for 
aving commitred a rape on the ſaid Anne Mayne 
on the 18th of June preceding. The girl depoſed, 
that when Mrs. Ruſſen lay-in, the priſoner defired 
that ſhe (Mayne) might ſtay below ſtairs with him, 
while he went to ſleep after dinner, leſt he ſhould 
fall into the fire; and that he took this opportunity 
to perpetrate the fact with which he was charged, 
and, after it was committed ſaid that if ſhe told her 
mother, filter, or any body of it, he would flog her 
ſeverely. 
She proved a ſecond commiſſion of a ſimilar fact, 


during which he looked out at tlie door, in appre- 


henfion that ſomebody was coming ; but this did not 


happen to be the caſe. It appeared, likewiſe, that 


the crime was committed a third time ; but it would 
be indelicate in the higheſt degree to recount the 
particulars of a fact of "this nature. 

A ſurgeon, who was preſent when Mr. Ruſſen was 
carried before Juſtice Wilmat, depoſed that, on ex- 
amination of rhe girl, he did not diſcover that any 
abſolute violence had been committed. 

There were three other indictments 
ſen of a ſimilar nature, but he was acquitted of them 
all, He now proceeded to call ſeveral perfons to 


his character, who ſpoke well of him as far r 


kucw. 


againſt Ruſ- 
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In his defence he denied the fact, and pleaded the 
malice of his enemies, who, he faid, had charged 
him with thoſe offences to deprive him of his place. 
He urged the favourable repreſentation of the ſur- 
geon, who had ſworn that the child had not been 
materially injured ; and inſiſted that the time the 
fact was charged to have been committed he was fo 
ill as to keep his chamber. 

By endeavouring to prove this he proved too 
much ; for the witneſs ſwore that he kept his 
chamber two months ſucceſſively, contrary to the 
tenor of all the other witneſſes; ſo that the jury 
were induced to think that he had not kept bis 
chamber even one month. 

The counſel for the priſoner laboured hard to 
adduce ſome proofs of his innocence; but the jury 
| brought i in a verdi& that the priſoner was guilty, 
. in conſequence of which he received ſentence of 
death. 7 

After conviction, the behaviour of Mr. Ruſſen 
was exceedingly proper for a man in his unhappy 
| ſituation. No very extraordinary exertions were 
| made to obtain a pardon for him, becauſe it was 
1 preſumed it would not have been granted. 

On the morning of execution Mr. Ruſſen was 
| taken from Newgate to Tyburn in a mourning- 
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coach. Juſt before he left the priſon, ſeeing 3 
number of people about him, he made uſe of this 
empharical expreſſion, © Stand clear, look to your- 
« felves; I am the firſt Hypocrite in Sion.” The 


oh parting ſcene between himſelf and his fon was ex 


tremely affecting. | 

1 He was attended in the coach by the o 
of Newgate, the Reverend Mr. Hughes, a ſheriff's 

1 officer, and an undertaker who had engaged ta 

take care of the funeral. 
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At the place of execution Ruſſen ſeemed to have 
a proper ſenſe of his paſt wicked life ; but in re- 
gard to the crime for which he ſuffered, he thought 
himſelf ill- treated, as he always aſſerted that he 
had never been guilty of a rape, though he acknow- 


the ledged, a day or two before his death, that-he had 
310 | taken liberties with the child which were highly un- 

| becoming. Previous to the prayers commonly made 
too at the place of execution, he made a long extem- 
His pore prayer, and earneſtly exhorted the ſurround- 
the ing multitude to take warning by his fate. He 


likewiſe cenſured the indecency of the people who 
ſtood near the gallows with their hats on, and with 
apparent unconcern, during the time of prayer; 
and obſerved, that the place where unhappy vic- 


ry tims are to ſuffer the ſentence of the law ſhould be 
ps - held as ſacred as a church. He therefore requeſted 
of the ſpectators to be uncovered, and to join in their 
2 ſupplications for him to Almighty God, which ac- 
en cordingly ſeveral of them complied with; and after 
DY having prayed for his wife and helpleſs children, he 
re once more recommended his ſoul to the mercy of 
as [ Cod, and was then launched into eternity. | 
| On the way to execution the mob inſulted Ruſſen, 
as but the propriety of his behaviour at the fatal tree 
g- had an evident effect on the ſpectators; and when 
8 his body was cut down, it was put into a hearſe, and 
is dclivered to his friends for interment. | 
r- Benjamin Ruſſen was executed at Ty burn on the 
16e 12th of December, 1777. . 
be It is with pain that the pen of delicacy touches a 
| ſubject of this nature; and this pain is increaſed, 
y when we conſider that the object of our remarks 
93 was in a line of life that ought to have induced him 
a2 to ſet the beſt example to others. A clergyman 


who is a ſchoolmaſter is baynd by a double tie io 


exhibit 
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exhibit every mark of bis attention to the duties of 
religion and, morality.; and, when he fails of this 
duty, his example is preſumed to have a worſe in- 
fluence than that of a man in another line of life. 
Mr. Ruſſen had a wife and ſix children, which 


was no flight aggravation of his crime. Soon after 


his execution, ſome benevolent gentlemen cauſed 
ad vertiſements to be inſerted in the news- papers, 
ſoliciting charity for the unhappy widow, to enable 
her to get into ſome way of buſineſs. How far this 
ſucceeded is uncertain ; but ſome ſubſcriptions were 
raiſed for their immediate uſe. 

From this fad tale the neceſſity of keeping a con- 
ſtant guard over our paſſions is obviouſly enforced ; 
and we hope thoſe may be actuated by it, on whom 
the ſaperior obligations of religion might fail ro 
have their proper weight. 


— 3 
A compleat Account of the Life, Trial, Conviction, 


and Execution, of THOMAS SHER WooD, who ſuf- 
fered for Forgery. 


HouAs SHERWOOD was the ſon of very wor- 
thy and reſpectable parents, and born at New- 

bury in Berkſhire about the year 1735. From his 
infancy till he attained the age of fourteen years, 
he was diſtinguiſhed by the gentleneſs of his diſpo- 
fition, and the complacency of his manners. 


At the age above-mentioned he was ſent to Lon- 


don, and apprenticed to Mr. Sanderſon, a ſaleſman 
in Houndſditch. He ſerved his time with a degree 
of diligence and fidelity, that ſhould furniſh an ex- 
ample to other ſervants. 

” After 
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After his time was expired he ſucceeded his 
maſter in the buſineſs, which he carried on with 
the higheſt degree of reputation till within a year 


of the time of his fatal exit. Perhaps Mr. Sher- 


wood thought himſelf ſure of continued ſucceſs; 
for he embarked in a ſcheme of building, which 
involved him in diſtreſs, and led, with certain and 
rapid ſteps, to his ruin. 


1777, he abſconded, and went to Dover, with a 
view of eſcaping to France, conſcious, as it was 
preſumed, that his papers would- lead to a diſco- 


ſon having been given at Sir ohn Fielding's office, 
he was followed to Dover by Mr. Clarke, who met 
withhim waiting for the failing of a veſſel, and brought 
him to town on the 22d of the month, and he was 
committed, after a private examination. E 

On the 27th he was re-examined before Sir John 
Fielding, when it ſeemed to appear that, by means 
of a forged letter of attorney in the joint names 
of the Reverend Meſſrs. Myonnet and French, he 


had ſold out ſtock in the three per cent. bank con- 


ſolidated annuities, to the amount of 700 J. and in 


the ſouth ſea houſe 800 l. under the ſame forged 


courſe of this examination, which will more fully 
appear in the following narrative of his trial. 


power. Some other circumſtances aroſe in the 


Fog = 


A commiſſion of bankrupt being iſſued againſt | 
Mr. Sherwood in the beginning of December, 


very of the forgery : but a deſcription of his per- 


Sherwood being committed to Newgate, was in- 


dicted at the ſeſhons held at the Old Bailey in 
February, 1778, for feloniouſly forging and couns 
terfeiting a deed with the nam@ of John Myon- 
net, D. D. and James French, thereunto ſubſfcrib- 
ed, purporting to be a letter of attorney, bearing 
date the 3d day of April, 1777, &cc. 
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As we have not had an opportunity in the courſe 
of this work, of, recording an inſtrument of ' this: 


kind, we give the following as a ſpecimen ;—a ſpe- 
cimen not to be copied, but avoided. 


the Reverend John Myonner, of Coney-courr, 
Gray's-Inn, D. D. and the Reverend James 
French, of Bow, do make, conſtitute, and ap- 
point, Thomas Sherwood, of Houndſditch, Dra- 
per, our true and lawful attorney, for us, in our 
names, and on our behalf, to ſell, aſſign, and 
transfer, all, or any part of ſeven hundred 
pounds ; being all our joint intereſt, or ſhare, in 
the capital, or joint ſtock of three per cent. an- 

nuities, erected by an act of parliament of the 
25th year of the reign of his Majeſty King 
George II. intitled, an act for converting the 
ſeveral annuities therein mentioned into ſeveral 
joint-ſtocks of annuities, transferrable at the bank 
of England, to be charged on the finking fund, 

and by ſeveral ſubſequent acts; alſo to receive 
the conſideration money, and give a receipt, or 
receipts, for the ſame ; and to do all lawful acts 
equiſite for effecting the premiſes ; hereby rati- 
77 ying and confirming all that our ſaid attorney 
ſhall do therein, by virtue thereof. In witneſs 
whereof we have hereunto ſet our hands and ſeals, 
the 3d day of April, in the year of our Lord one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- ſeven. 


John Myonnet, D. D. (L. 8.) 
James French, — (L. S.) 
« Signed, ſeal and delivered (the paper being 
* kult duiy ſtamped) in the preſence of us, 4 
4 Thomas Hewlett, Saleſman, Houndſditch. 
% Francs Sherwood, Saleſman, Houndſditch.“ 


18 : | e | : | x Mr. 
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« Know all men, by theſe preſents, that we, 


3 
- Mr, Silveſter, of counſel for the proſecution, 
having opened the inditment, Counſellor Wallace 
proceeded, and enlarged on the buſineſs, ſtating to | 
i the jury, that the priſoner married the daughter of 
Ia Mr. Thomas Hewlett, who lived at Weltham, in 
Effex ; that, in the year 1768, Mr. Hewlett having 
agreed on a marriage with a Mrs. Drathgate, and 
ſhe being poſſeſſed of conſolidated three per cent. 
annuities, and alſo three per cent. reduced annui- 
ties, it was agreed, previous to the marriage, that 
her intereſts in theſe ſtocks ſhould be ſettled upon 
certain truſts, and conveyed to Dr. Myonnet and 
Mr. French, as truſtees. 

Mrs: Drathgate having conveyed the faid ſtock 
in truſt to the gentlemen above-mentioned, the 
marriage took place; and the truſtees afterwards 
made out a letter of attorney, to enable Mr. Sher- 
wood, to receive the dividends, and to apply it to 
the uſe of the truſts. * 

Mr. Hewlett dying about three years before Sher- 
wood's misfortunes, the latter received the dividends 
for the uſe of the widow. At length, to accoinmo- 
date Mr. Sherwood, ſhe agreed to ſell out the redu- 
ced annuities; and the two truſtees executed a let- 
ter of attorney; to enable him ſo to do. When 
Sherwood became a bankrupt, ſuſpicions aroſe that 
he had likewiſe ſold out the conſolidated bank an- 
nuities; and when Mr. French enquired at the 
bank, he found that rhe ſaid annuities had been 
transferred. ; 

It appeared that the priſoner had applied to Mr. 
Neſbit, a broker, to fell the ſtock under the forged 
letter of attorney; and that the ſabſ-ribing witneſſes 


vere Thomas Hewlett, Saleſman, of Houndſdiich, 


and Francis Sherwood, Saleſman, of Houndſditch. 
Vor. V. WT .-* How 
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of attorney will hereafter appear. - 
The fact is this: the ſubſcribers were both of 
them related to, and lived with, the priſoner, who 


deſired them to ſet their names as witneſſes to the 


letter of attorney, though in truth they had nei- 
ther of them ſeen it executed by Dr. Myonnet or 
Mr. French. There is not the leaſt probability 


that the ſubſcribers believed they were doing a 


wrong thing; they ſigned it as a matter of courſe. 

The transferring of the ſtock was proved by 
Mr. Stonehouſe, an accountant at the bank. Mr. 
Neſbir, the Stock-broker, proved the ſelling ix, 
and paying the money to Mr. Sherwood ; and 
likewiſe proved that he ſaw the priſoner make the 
transfer; and the inſtrument, being produced, was 
proved to be that under which Mr. Sherwood a&- 
ed as attorney. 

The counſel for the crown calling for the evi- 
dence of the rey. Mr. French, the priſoner's coun- 
ſel objected to his examination, as he was an inte- 
reſted witneſs; on which Mr. Robert Lewin, ſe. 


eretary to the bank, began to read from the mi- 


nute-book of the court of directors as follows: 
« At a court of directors, at the bank, on Thurſ- 
« day the 15th of January, 1778, Mr. Governor 
« acquainted the court that”? — 

Here the priſoner's counſel objected to the read- 


ing the minute, as it was intended to be read for 


the purpoſe of ſhewing that Mr. Freneh was a diſin- 


tereſted witneſs, by proving that the court of di- 


rectors had replaced the ſtock, ſo that it was indif- 
ferent to Mr. French whether the inſtrument was 
valid, or a forged one. - 


This objection was over- ruled by the court, on 
the ptinciple, that, if the priſoner ſhould be convicted 


of 
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af the forgery, the bank could never have his 


money back again, and therefore the company 
were in the ſtrongeſt degree proving againſt their 
own intereſts. 

On this Mr. Lewin proceeded to read the remaĩn- 
der of the minute, in the following words — “ that 
the committee of treaſury have power to make good 
* tothe ſaid Dr. Myonnet and the reverend Mr. 
French the ſaid ſum of oog. conſolidated three 

« per cent. annuities.” 

There was a variety of concurrent evidence un- 
happily combining to prove the guilt of the priſo- 
ner, who, being aſked if he would fay any thing 
in his defence, replied © I refer it to my counſel.“ 

On this his advocate ſaid, ** I wiſh him to be in- 
formed that the counſel cannot ſpeak for him. 
« If Mr. Sherwood will urge what he has to ſay 
© for himſelf, if that furniſhes a hint for his 
« counſel, they will purſue it. 

The priſoner then ſpoke as follows. 


6% The 


power of attorney for ſelling 700F. three per 


cent. reduced annuities, was, ſigned by Mr. 
« French at a butcher's ſhop in Whitechapel ; 
* there was nobody preſent but him and me at 
the time he ſigned: that upon reading it over, 
„% he ſaid his Saule be witneſſed at the time of 
« figning. I told him I ſuppoſed that was nothing 
« but matter of form; I would get it ſigned; he 
„ ſaid nothing more, and departed.” 

A number of witnefſes were preſent, to prove, 
if it had been neceſſary, the general good charac- 
ter of the Priſoner : but this was needleſs; it could 


have no weight in a caſe of this nature againſt 
ſuch poſitive teſtimony, and was ſtill the Jeſs ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe no trad:ſman, no merchant in 
London, ever bore a fairer character than the un- 


happy 
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happy Sherwood, till this fatal deviation from the 
rule of duty. bag Toi tg ms 5! 

Mr. Juſtice Aſhurſt having ſummed up the evi, 
dence to the Jury, they retired for a ſhort time, and 
then returned with a yerdi& that he was © guilty 
<« of uttering and publiſhing the letter of attorney 
* knowing it to be forged.* , hee 
On the laſt day of the ſeſſions Mr. Sherwood 
was put to the bar, and received ſentence of death. 
His behaviour, both before and after conviction, 
was exemplary in the higheſt degree: — decent, 
modeſt, pious, and reſigned. The aſſignees under 
the commiſſion of bankruptcy attended in New. 
gate, where he made a full and ample diſcloſure 
of his eſtate and effects, with a degree of candour 
that was ſpoken of at the time in terms of the 
higheſt praiſe. | | 

Mr. Sherwood was indulged with a mourning 
coach to the place of execution ; and, when he 
came within fight of the fatal tree, he ſaid, . this 
« is the method God hath taken to bring me to 
« himſelf.” After hanging the uſual time, his 
bady was delivered to his friends; and he wag 
interred, -two days afterwards, in the burial-ground 
in Bunhill-fields. 

Thomas Sherwood was excented at Tyburn on 
the 22d of May, 1778. YI 

This unhappy man left a wife and fix children, 
We are told that he was a liveryman of the Dra- 
pers company; and that one of their alms-houſes 
near Tower Hill was ſoon afterwards beſtowed on 
the widow, which affords her an humble ſubſiſt, 

nce, 8 
" From this melanchaly tale we ſhould learn ta 
admire the wiſdom of thoſe laws which have been 
framed for the protection of property: but, 5 

| 5 the 
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the ſame time, we ſhould conſider that no one has 
A right to invade the prope 


of another. 
There was not a man in England who bore a 4 


more unblemiſnhed character than Sherwood till 


_ diſtreſs of money urged him to commit the crime 


which ended fo fatally. A reſolution, therefore, 
to abide by the laws of rigid honeſty, in all con- 
tingencies, is the great leſſon to be learnt from the 

above affecting narrative. 
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A Narrative of the Trial of PzTex Cxppt, other- 
wife Scirro, who was convicted of maliciouſly 
ſhooting at HExXRIETTA KNIGHTLEY. 


T the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey in 

February, 1778, Peter Ceppi, otherwiſe Sci- 
io, was indicted for maliciouſly, &c. ſhooting at 

— Knightley, with a piſtol loaded with 

unpowder and a leaden bullet, in the dwelling- 

| 06x of James Draper, &c. 

The priſoner, being a foreigner, was allowed a 


jury of half Foreigners and half Engliſhmen; and, 


not perfectly ugderſtanding our language, an inter- 
preter was ſworn. 
Henrietta Knightley depoſed, that the priſoner 


eame to her lodgings between ten and eleven in 


the morning of the 18th of January, and entering 
her room, while the was in bed, ſaid, he was come 


| fo do her buſineſs, or words to that effect. He de- 


fired her to get out of bed : — ſhe did ſo; he pull- 
ed two piſtols from his pocket, but returned one; 


' ſhe went towards the door, with .a view to get out. 


He ſtood with his back to the door: the aſked him 
to 


| A . 

to go out, and eat ſome breakfaſt. with her: he 
anſwered, he would have no breakfaſt, he would 
give her a good one. She then called to Mrs. Ro- 
binſon, wno was in care of the houſe; and told 
her that the man had a piſtol. The priſoner im- 
mediately cocked his piltol, which the proſecutrix 
deſired him to put away, for if any one ſaw it he 
would be hanged. She then drew as cloſe to the 
curtain as ſhe could. The priſoner running to- 
wards her fired the piſtol; ſhe was ſenſible of the 
ſtroke of the ball, a fell againſt the wainſcot. 
The priſoner then threw himſelf on the bed; and 
the heard another piſtol go off, but did not fee it 
in his hand. On this a waſherwoman came up, 
and, breaking the lower pannel of the bed-chamber 
door, dragged her through the aperture; and the 
priſoner, following by the ſame way, quitted the 
houſe. 

Sarah Collings depoſed, that ſhe lived in _ 
houſe ; that ſhe ſaw Mrs. Knightley ſtanding a 
rhe chamber-door; that her breaſt was naked; Ara 
the blood was running down; and that ſhe helped 
ber to a chair. 

Elizabeth Robinſon proved that ſhe had the care 
of Mr. Draper's houſe ; that the priſoner came 
thither, and, running to Mrs. Knightley's bed- 
chamber, faſtened the door ; that, finding the door 
faſt, ſhe tried to open it, but, not being able, call- 
ed to the priſoner to do ſo; but that he anſwered 
be would not, for ſbe was bis wife. 

After reciting other particulars, ſhe depoſed, 
that ſhe ſaw Mrs. Knightley on the landing-place, 
who exclaimed ** See how the villain has murder- 
„ ed me!”—Mrs. Robinſon depoſed, that, on Mrs. 
Knightley's opening her handkerchief, "ſhe faw 


the blood running down. 
; Mr. 


nate tranſaction; and that Mrs. Knightley 
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Mr. Williams, a ſurgeon, depoſed, that he 
found the lady liting in a chair with a wound in 
her breaſt ; that it looked like a gun-ſhot wound; 
that the ball paſſed through the cavity of the tho- | 
rax, and lodged about eight inches diſtant in the 
fide ; that he preſumed it miſſed the lungs, and 
he found it lodged in the integuments 3 and that 
making an inciſion, and extracting the ball, he 
found ſome linen or wadding after enlarging the 


wound. 


The priſoner, in his defence, ſaid, that he had 
lived ten months with the proſecutrix in the houſe 


of Mrs. Croſs, and that ſhe had promiſed him 


marriage : but that ſhe moved from her lodgin 
and cohabited with a Jew ; that in her laſt lodg- 
ings ſhe promiſed him marriage the day before the 
unfortunate affair took place: — that ſhe had fre- 
quently ſupplied him with money; and that he 
went to her lodgings, with a view to kill himſelf 
rather than her; and he even appealed to her for 
the truth of this circumſtance. 

The proſecutrix being interrogated a as to this 
particular, ſhe ſaid, ** ſhe did not know what he 
* meant to do, but that he ſhot her with a piſtol.” 
Being aſked if ſhe believed he came with intent to 
kill himſelf, ſhe ſaid “ ſhe did not know whether 


9 he might, or might not, with the other piſtol.“ 


Louiſa Croſs proved that the priſoner and the 
proſecutrix lodged together in her houſe; that 
they cohabited till within a month of the unfortu- 
had 
ſpoken to the priſoner, in her houſe, only wo 
days before the affair happened. She added, that 
ſhe underſtood they were - married, and knew not 


to the contrary till the proſecutrix informed her ſo, 
after they had left her houſe. 
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» On conſideration of the whole matter, the jury 
gave a verdict of 


ſentence of death. 


Peter Ceppi 4 executed. at Tyburn on the 
220 of May, 1 


8. 


appears in a light of mitigation when we confider 
"pm! 1 actuated by the madneſs of ungovernable 
He certainly. loved the utrix to 
Aitraclon, and found his life a — without 
| * poſleſſion oflher. 

"From: this-tale then, beyond almoſt any one in 
our book, we are taught the neceſſity of keeping 
a ſtrict governance over our paſſions, as we would 
-with to paſs through life agreeable to the laws of 
r and virtue. 


WE. To temperate wiſhes, juſt deres, 

| Is happineſs confin'd, 

1 7 deaf to folly's call, attends 
The muſic of 1 mind. 
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An Account of that remarkable Offender, Groxoꝝ 

0 © org who was convicted of ſtealing a 
Metal Watch from the Perfon of Elizabeth Iron- 
Savor on the 15th of Rn 1778. 


ARRINGTON | was convicted of ſtealing 


g * bes. and ſentenced to labour three years on 
the Thames. When about a year of the time had 
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1 "the court, praying that the remaining Par of his 
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guilty, and the priſoner received 


The crime of this man, though very enormous, | 
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a watch fram a lady in the pit of one of the 


expired, he procured a 8 to de preſented 3 
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ſentence might be remitted : and the officers of the 


Juſtitia bulk made ſo favourable a report of his be- 


haviour, that, ſome time after, an order was ſent 
to Mr. Campbell for his releaſement. 
A few days after Barrington's releaſement, he 


went to St. Sepulchre's church, when Doctor 


Mylne was to preach a ſermon for the benefit of 
ha ſociety for the recovery of perſons apparently 
drowned. William Payne, a conſtable, ſaw him 
put his hand into a lady's pocket in the ſouth alle, 
and preſently after followed him-out of the church, 
and took him into cuſtody near the end of Cock- 
lane upon Snow-hill. Having taken the priſoner 
to St. Sepulchre's watch-houſe, and found a gold 
watch and ſome other articles in his poſſeſſion; 


Payne returned to the church, and ſpoke to the 


lady whom he had ſeen the priſoner attempt to rob; 
| ad ſhe informed him that ſhe had loſt nothing, 


for, expecting the church to be much crowded, 


he had taken the precaution of emptying her 
pockets before leaving her houſe. 

Upon Payne's return to the wateh-houſe, a gen- 
tleman dviſed that the priſoner might. be more 


ſtrictly ſearched. He was deſired to take off his 
hat, and, raiſing his left arm, he cautiouſly remo- . 


ved his-hat from his head, when a metal watch 
dropped upon the floor. He was now obliged to 
pull off the greateſt part of his cloaths. He worg 
three pair of breeches, in one of the pockets of 


which was found a purſe, containing thirteen gui- 


as, and a bank · note for C. io, made payable to 
himſelf. 


In conſequence of an advertiſement inſerted the 


next day in the newſpapers, Mrs. Ironmonger 


came to Payne's houſe, and deſcribed the watch 
he had loft ; and it proved to be that which had 
#. / M m | been 
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been concealed in a Barrington s hair, and dropped 
on the floor when he took off his har. She at- 
tended the examination of the priſoner, and, having 
ſworn that the watch produced by Payne was her 
property, was bound. oyer to proſecute. 

Upon his trial, Barrington made a long, an art- t! 
ful, and a plauſible defence. He ſaid that, upon d. 
leaving the church, he perceiyed-the watch menti- 
oned 1n the indictment laying upon the ground, 
and took it up, intending to advertiſe it the next 
day; that he was followed to Snow-hill by Payne 
and another conſtable, who apprehended him, and 
had, in all probability, ſeen him take up the 
watch. 1 reflected (ſaid he) that how innocently {| 
* ſoever I might have obtained the article in quel. 
* tion, yet it might cauſe ſome cenſure; and no 
man would wonder, conſidering the unhappy pre- 
dicament I ſtood in *, that I ſhould conceal it as 
* much as poſſible.“ 

The jury baving pronounced the priſoner guilty, 
he addreſſed the court, earneſtly ſupplicating that 
he might be permitted to enter into his majeſty's 
ſervice, and promiſing to diſcharge his truſt with 
fidelity and attention; or, if he could not be in- 
dulged in that requeſt, he wiſhed that his ſentence 
might be baniſhment for life from his majeſty's 
dominions. The court informed him, that, by an 
application to the throne, he might obtain a miti- I be 
gation of his ſentence, if his caſe was attended by || at 
ſach circumſtances of extenuation as would juli fo 
Him in humbly petitioning to be conſidered as ain 
object of the royal favour. He requeſted that the * 
money and bank - note might be returned. Here of 
upon the court obſerved, that, in confequence of 
ng by Alluding to bis former conviction. N Y | 
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. 
his conviction, the property found on him when 
he was apprehended became veſted in the hands 
of the ſheriffs of the city of London, who had diſ- 
cretionary power either to comply with, or reject, 
his requeſt. 

George Barrington was convicted to labour on 
the Thames for the ſpace of five years, on Tueſ- 
day the gth of April, 1778. | 
Barrington was by profeſhon a ſurgeon ; and his 
education, abilities, and addreſs, were ſuch, that, 
had they been properly employed, would certainly 
have introduced him to a genteel competency, and 
a reputable ſtation in life. He was early attached 


| ne had recourſe to felonious practices, for the 


d no means of indulging his inſatiable deſire of er 
pre- ging in ſcenes of gaiety and faſhionable amuſement. 
It as Barrington ſeems to have had a natural taſte for 
dreſs, in which particular he was never beneath 
lty, | gentiliry, but frequently bordering upon elegance. 
His appearance gained him ready admiſſion to the 
moſt reſpectable public aflemblies ; and he was a 
frequent viſitor in the galleries of both houſes of 
parliament. 1 
Count Orlow, the Ruſſian miniſter, being in one 
of the boxes of Drury-lane play-houſe, was robbed 
of a gold ſnuff- box ſet with diamonds, eſtimated to 
be worth an immenſe ſum; and one of the count's 
attendants, ſuſpecting Barrington, ſeized him, and 
found the ſnuff-box in his poſſeſſion. He was ex- 
as Py. mined by Sir John Fielding; but the count, be- 
at the ing in a foreign country, was influenced by motives 
Here. of delicacy to decline a proſecution. 
ce o Some time after the above circumſtance, a gen- 
— | Seman obſerved Barrington in the houſe of lords, 
i M @ 2 and 
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been concealed in Barrington's hair, and dropped 
on the floor when he took off his hat. She at- 
tended the examination of the priſoner, and, having 
ſworn that the watch produced by Payne was her 
property, was bound oyer to proſecute. 

Upon his trial, Barrington made a long, an art- 
ful, and a plauſible defence. He ſaid that, upon 
leaving the church, he perceiyed the watch menti- 
oned 1n the indiment laying upon the ground, 
and took it up, intending to advertiſe it the next 
day; that he was followed to Snow-hill by Payne 
and another conſtable, who apprehended him, and 
had, in all probability, ſeen him take up the 
watch. I reflected (ſaid he) that how innocently 
* ſoever I might have obtained the article in queſ- 
* tion, yet it might cauſe ſome cenſure; and no 
man would wonder, confidering the unhappy pre- 
* dicament I ſtood in *, that I ſhould conceal it as 
* much as poſſible.” 

The jury baving pronounced the priſoner guilty, 
he addrefled the court, earneſtly ſupplicating that 
he might be permitted to enter into his majeſty's 
ſervice, and promiſing to diſcharge his truſt with 
fidelity and attention; or, if he could not be in- 
dulged in that requeſt, he wiſhed that his ſentence 
might be baniſhment for life from his majeſty's 
dominions. The court informed him, that, by an 
application to the throne, he might obtain a miti- 
gation of his ſentence, if his caſe was attended by 
ſuch circumſtances of extenuation as would ba 
him in humbly petitioning to be conſidered as a 
object of the royal favour. He requeſted that the 
money and bank-note might be returned. Here: 
upon the court obſerved, that, in confequence of 
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his conviction, the property found on him when 
he was apprehended became veſted in the hands 
of the ſheriffs of the tity of London, who had diſ- 
cretionary power either to comply with, or reject, 
his requeſt. 

George Barrington was convicted to Jabour on 
the Thames for the ſpace of five years, on Tueſ- 
day the th of April, 1778. 

Barrington was by profeſhon a ſurgeon ; and his 
- education, abilities, and addreſs, were ſuch, that, 
had they been properly employed, would certainly 
have introduced him to a genteel competency, and 
a reputable ſtation in life. He was early attached 
to diſſipation and extravagance, to which the earn- 
y ings of honeſt induſtry proving: greatly unequal, 
ne had recourſe to felonious practices, for the 
means of indulging his inſatiable defire of enga- 
ging in ſcenes of gaiety and faſhionable amuſement. 
Barrington ſeems to have had a natural taſte for 
dreſs, in which particular he was never beneath 
gentility, but frequently bordering upon elegance. 
His appearance gained him ready admiſſion to the 
moſt reſpectable public aflemblies ; and he was a 
frequent viſitor in the galleries of both houſes of 
parliament. 3 

Count Orlow, the Ruſſian miniſter, being in one 
of the boxes of Drury- lane play-houſe, was robbed 
of a gold ſnuff- box ſer with diamonds, eſt imated to 
be worth an immenſe ſum; and one of the count's 
attendants, ſuſpecting Barrington, ſeized him, and 
found the ſnuff- box in his poſſeſſion. He was ex- 
*.mined by Sir John Fielding; but the count, be- 
ing in a foreign country, was influenced by motives 
of delicacy to decline a proſecution. 

Some time after the above circumſtance, a gen- 
fcman obſerved Barrington in the houſe of lords, 
i M @ 2 | and 
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and pointed him out to Philip Quarme Eſquire, 
deputy uſher of the black rod, who inſiſted upon 
his immediately quitting the houſe, aſſuring him 
that his attendance in parliament would, for the 
future, be diſpenſed with. We have not heard 


that he diſputed Mr. Quarme's power of expulſion, 
or that, after the diſgrace he ſuſtained from the 
ſtrong arm of authority, he made any attempt to 
gain a ſeat in either houſe. Barrington was long 
an accomplice .of the famons Miſs Weſt, whoſe 
memoirs we have recorded in the preceding 
pages. 

How ſtrange is it that, after having experienced 
the- intolerable ſeverities to which offenders ſen- 
tenced to labour on the Thames are expoſed, Bar- 
rington ſhould return to his former illegal courſes !- 
The horror he expreſſed upon being ſubjected to 
the ſame kind of puniſhment for a longer time, we 
hope will deter others from following his ini- 
quitous example. To be deprived of all the 
comforts, conveniences, and almoſt, the very ne- 
ceſſaries of life — to be cut off from all com- 
munication with the reſt of mankind — to be 
condemned to hard, and almoſt inceſſant la- 
bour — to be expoſed, in the moſt degrading 
ſituation, to which human nature can poſhbly 
be reduced, to public curiofity and public re- 
proach — is a puniſhment of ſuch extreme ſe- 
verity, that the dread of feeling its complicated 
miſeries we ſhould think ſufficient to enforce a due 
obedience to the laws. 
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The Caſe of Francis LEwiIs, otherwiſe GkAiurfsox, 
who was convicted of a Burglary in the Houſe of 
Thomas Edmondes, Eſquire. 


T the ſeffions held at the Old Bailey in April, 

1778, Francis Lewis, otherwiſe Grimiſon, was 
Lites for breaking and entering the dwelling- 
houſe of Thomas Edmondes, Eſquire, on the night 
of the 14th of March preceding, and ſtealing a gold 
ring ſet with diamonds, value 401. and a variety of 
plate and other valuable articles, to a very ** 
amount. 

The fact is this. The ariſoncr was butler in the 
family, his maſter was out of town, and had dif- 
charged the footman before he went. Grimiſon and 
three maids were all the ſervants that were left in 
the houſe with Mrs. Edmondes. The priſoner, who 
was a married man, had aſked for permiſſion to go 
and ſee his wife. He returned about ten at night. 
Mary Giles, the cook, faſtened the door of the area 
a little before one in the morning. The priſoner 
ſlept in the pantry ; ſo that ſhe went to bed, an 
left him in the kitchen. 

About three in the morning, as the watchman was 
paſſing, he heard a piſtol fired in Mr. Edmondes's 
houſe, on which he rattled with his ſtick againſt 
the iron bars of the area near which the priſoner 
lay; but receiving no anſwer, he cried the hour, 
and at half paſt three, as he was going his roundę, 
he heard *. priſoner cry out, O Lord 1 I all be 
dead] The watchman called out to know what was 
the matter; and the priſoner anſwered, there were 
* rogues, villains, in the houſe, ad he ſhou!d be 
dead. The watchman then alked why he did 

not 
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not open the door? He ſaid, ** he could not, for he 
+ was tied.“ 3 | 
On this the watchman knocked till two ſervant- 


maids came down, who found the priſoner tied in 


his bed, both his hands being tied to his ancles. 
He faid that the houſe had been broken open z 
that there were three men came in; that the age 
„ of two of them was from thirty to ſix and thir- 
* ty, and the other from twenty to four and twen- 
„% ty, that they had great coats on, and flapped 
s hats; that one held a knife to him, and ſtood 
„% over him all the time, while the other two rob- 
bed the houfe.” _ EY 
Mary Robſon, one of the above- mentioned ſer· 
vant-maids, depoſed, that the prifoner ſaid, three 
« men came in, and he fired a piſtol at one; and 
* then they tied his hands and legs, and aſked 
« where his miſtreſs's jewels were, and where his 
« miſtreſs lay? that then they took the plate 
« out of the cloſet.” She farther depoſed, © that 
ic he ſaid that the plate was all carried away; that 
“ they inſiſted on having the key, and he gave it. 
& to them out of his pocket; that they doubled a 
« ſilver tea-board together, tied it up in a table- 
4e cloth, and carried it away.” | 
Information of this tranſaction having been given 
at Bow-ſtreet, three perſons were apprehended, 
ſuppoſed to be thoſe that the priſoner had deſerib- 
ed ; but they were diſcharged, on his ſaying they 
were not the men who robbed his maſter. 
On the day after the robbery was committed, 


Mr. Clarke went from Sir John Fielding's office, 
to examine how the burglary had been commited. 
When he came to Mr. Edmondes's houſe, he ſaw 
the priſoner ſitting by the fire, and having two 
marks, as if cut with a knife. Mr, Clarke took 

him 


E 

him to the area, on the outſide of which was a 
brick a little broken, on which the robbers were 
ſuppoſed to have ſtepped. Clarke deſired the cook 
to put up the Hikes as they were on the pre- 
ceding night. She did ſo: he aſked if they were 
bolted or barred : ſhe {aid both. He demanded 
if ſhe would ſwear before a magiſtrate that they 
were bolted and barred : ſhe ſaid, ſhe would not 
{wear that ſhe bolted the place, but would ſwear 
that ſhe barred it. 

Clarke obſerved that the bar was a little broke, 

and that it went into a tenter-hook, which muſt 
have been wrenched if the place had been forced 
open: but the moſt remarkable circumſtance wa 
this: a pane of glaſs was broken, on the inſide of 
which was a cobweb, which was in ſuch a direc- 
tion, that it muſt have been carried away if any 
one had come through the window. 
Clarke now examined the door, and finding that 
all the force which had been uſed was on the in- 
fide, he had no doubt but that the robbery had 
been committed by ſome perſon within the houſe; 
on which he told Mr. and Mrs. Edmondes his opi- 
nion of the affair; but the latter ſeemed very un- 
willing to admit even a ſuſpicion to the prejudice of 
the priſoner. 

Mr. Clarke then ſhewed the lady the place, and 
aſked her if ſhe had given the priſoner leave 
to go out on the preceding night. She ſaid ſhe had 

ermitted him to go and ſee his wife. Clarke find- 
ing that he was married, ſaid, depend on it the 
« things are at his wife's ;” and having obtained a 
direction where ſhe had lodged, he diſpatched 
Charles Jealous and another perſon to the houſe of 
2 grocer in Goſwell-ftreet. There they leaznt that 
ſhe was removed to Holy well. ſtreet, Clare. * 
where 
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where they found her, having in her poſſeffion a 
large trunk, with a quantity of plate and cloaths 
in if. 

The woman, being taken before Sir John Field- 
ing, acknowledged that ſhe was wife to the pri- 
ſoner; that they were his lodgings, and that he 
himſelf had taken them. 

In the interim the husband was taken into cuſ- 
tody by Clarke, who deſired him to acquaint him 


' where the reſt of the plate was, that no imputation 


might lay againſt the characters of the other ſer- 
vants. On this he acknowledged that he had 


thrown it into the ciſtern of his maſter's houſe. 


Hereupon Clarke went to the houſe, and found the 
plate at the bottom of the ciſtern ; and among other 
articles a large waiter bent double. 

'This and many other pieces of plate were pro- 


duced in court, and ſworn to by the proſecutor ; 
on which the jury gave a verdict that the priſoner 
was guilty of ſtealing the goods in the dwelling- 


houſe; and at the cloſe of the ſeſſions he N58 
ſentence of death. 

Of the behaviour of this malefactor after con- 
viction no particular account is tranſmitted us: not 
any endeavours were exerted to ſave him, becauſe 
it was juſtly preſumed that he was unworthy of the 
royal mercy. 

Francis Lewis, otherwiſe Grimiſon, was executed 
at Lyburn on the 24th of June, 1778. 


Breach of truſt in ſervants is one of the moſt! atro- 


cious crimes that can be committed; and we ſeldom 
find that the ſervant who is baſe enough to rob his 
maſter and benefactor obtains a pardon ; nor indeed 
ought he. Almoſt unlimited is the confidence which 
18 plac- | in many ſervants, and very ſacred ſhould 


the truſt be held. 
One 
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One principal circumſtance that led to tlie dif: 
covery of the offender in this robbery, was the paſ- 
ſing of a cobweb acroſs the window. Hence let us 
learn to admire the wiſdom of Providence, which, 
from the moſt ſeeming trifles, frequently produces 
the moſt important events 
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Account of the Trial, Conviction, and Execu- 
tion, of WiLLiam TURNER, JosEkPH Davis, 
and HENRY JoRDAN, who were convicted of 
. 


HES E fellows, who were part of a moſt 
deſperate gang of villains that had long in- 
feſted London and its neighbourhood, were in- 
dicted at the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey in 
April, 1778, for breaking the dwelling-houſe of 
Eleanor Errington, widow, about two in the morn- 
ing of the. 26th of December preceding, and 
ſtealing plate, gold rings, a watch, filk gowns, 
and other wearing-apparel, to a conſiderable a- 
mount; together with fifty guineas in money. 
Mrs. Errington was a widow woman who kept 
a public houſe called Copenhagen Houſe, in the 
fields near Iflington. Her family conſiſted of a 
man and maid-ſervant, and her daughter, a little 
girl. The waiter had ſecured the outer-doors ; 
and Mrs. Errington had faſtened the door at the 
bottom of the ſtair-caſe with two bolts on the 
inſide. Hearing a noiſe, and finding that ſeveral 
people were in the houſe, ſhe called as to her 
ſervants, by ſeveral fictitious names, to give the 


intruders an idea that ſhe had a large family. 
Vol. V. Nn The 
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The villains having forced the door of the 
ftair-caſe, and forced the lock of that of her room, 
vne of them appeared with a black face, or a 


crape over it, and a round frock over his cloaths; 


the ſecond had a handkerchief tied up to his eyes, 
and the third carried a dark lanthorn. Mrs. 
Errington having fire-arms in her room, they ſei- 
zed them, broke open her burean, and took her 
linen and other cloaths. On the firſt alarm ſhe 
concealed a purſe, containing her money, be- 


tween the bed and the ſacking ; and ſhe threw a 


wainſcot deſk, containing her plate, under the bed, 
that it might eſcape their ſearch. One of them, 
who was called Captain, ſaid he was certain that 
ſhe had plate ; and in her fright ſhe was obliged 
to tell them where it was. They took the plate, 
and going down ſtairs, they ſoon returned, and de- 
manded her money, telling her that they were well 
informed ſhe was in poſſeſſion of caſh; and at this 
inſtant ſhe heard a fourth voice on the ſtairs, ſay- 
ing, * Don't aſk her any queſtions; cut her 
„% throat.” They threatened to daſh out the 
brains of her little daughter, who lay with her ; 
and at length terrified her ſo that ſhe told them 
where her money was, which they took, together 
with her watch, which hung at the head of her 
bed. They likewiſe took money from her pocket, 
and ſome that lay looſe in the drawer. 


This being done, they went down ſtairs, ſung - 


ſongs, drank three bottles of wine, and ate ſome 
buttock of beef, and cald minced pies. Soon after- 
wards, Mrs. Errington heard one of them on the 


ſtairs, aſking how ſhe did, and ſaying that the beef 


was exceeding good, and that they ſhould call 
again in half an hour. 


2 7 They 
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They now quitted the houſe; the report of 2 
piſtol was heard, and one of the villains ſaid, 
*« You did not think it was me when you ſhot; [ 
« 2m wounded; I am afraid I ſhall be lame.” 
From their entering the houſe to their quitting it 
was near three hours. 

Henry Davis, the waiter, being ſworn, depoſed 
to the following effect; that he made the doors 
and windows faſt on the preceding night ; that he 
was awakened by his miſtreſs's calling; that two 
men entered his room, aſked him who was in the 
houſe, and ſaid they would blow his brains out if 
he did not tell the truth. They then went into 
the maid's room, ſaying they would cut her to 
* pieces ;” but ſhe had eſcaped to an upper room, 
where ſhe concealed herſelf through terror. The 
villains commanding her to come down, ſhe was 
obliged to obey, and get into her bed; and then 
they tied Davis into his bed, and left him bound, 

On the firſt alarm, before they came up into his 
room, Davis put a gun out at his window, and 
threatened to fire, on which one of the robbers ſaid 
„D -n you, fire away! if you don't, I will ; and 
immediately a piſtol was fired, and the rogues ran 
up ſtairs. On examination the following morning, 
it appeared that ſwan-ſhot and cut lead were 
ſticking in the chimncy-piece, the contents, as ſup- 
poſed, of the piſtol abovementioned. 

Andrew Carleton, one of the accomplices, having 
been admitted evidence, ſwore, that the priſoners 
were concerned with him in committing the bur- 
glary; that they mer in Southwark in the morn- 
ing, and in the evening, at his lodgings in Feather- 
bed-lane, Cold-bath- fields; and that they went the 


back way to Copenhagen-houſe, and committed 
the robbery as above related ; but there are ſome 
Nn 2 parti- 


3 t 3. | 
The villains having forced the door of che 
fair-caſe, and forced the lock of that of her room, 
vne of them appeared with a black face, or a 
crape over it, and a round frock over his cloaths; 
the ſecond had a handkerchief tied up to his eyes, 
and the third carried a. dark lanthorn. Mrs. 
Errington having fire-arms in her room, they ſei- 
zed them, broke open her bureau, and took her 
linen and other cloaths. On the firſt alarm ſhe 
concealed a purſe, containing her money, be- 
tween the bed and the ſacking ; and ſhe threw a 
wainſcot deſk, containing her plate, under the bed, 
that it might- eſcape their ſearch. One of them, 
who was called Captain, ſaid he was certain that 
ſhe had plate; and in her fright ſhe was obliged 
to tell chem where it was. They took the plate, 
and going down ſtairs, they ſoon returned, and de- 
manded her money, telling her that they were well 
informed ſhe was in poſſeſſion of caſh; and at this 
inſtant ſhe heard a fourth voice on 'the ſtairs, ſay- 
ing, Don't aſk her any queſtions; cut her 
throat.“ They threatened to daſh out the 
brains of her little daughter, who lay with her; 
and at length terrified her ſo that ſhe told them 
where her money was, which they took, together 
with her watch, which hung at the head of her 
bed. They likewiſe took money from her pocket, 
and ſome that lay looſe in the drawer. 
This being done, they went down ſtairs, ſung: 
ſongs, drank three bottles of- wine, and ate ſome 
buttock of beef; and cald minced pies. Soon after- 
wards, Mrs. Errington heard one of them on the 
ſtairs, aſking how ſhe did, and ſaying that the beef 
was exceeding good, and that they ſhould call 
again in half an hour. 
2 | They 
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They now quitted the houſe; the re 
piſtol was heard, and one of the villains M, 
« You did not think it was me when you ſhot; I 
« am wounded; I am afraid I ſhall. be lame.” 
From their entering the houſe to their quitting it 
was near three hours. | | 
Henry Davis, the waiter, being ſworn, depoſed 
to the following effect; that he made the doors 
and windows faſt on the preceding night; that he 


: 
; 


was awakened by his miſtreſs's calling; that two 


men entered his room, aſked him who was in the 
heuſe, and ſaid they would blow his brains out if 
he did not tell the truth. - They then went into 


the maid's room, ſaying they would cut her to 


pieces; but ſhe had eſcaped to an upper room, 
where ſhe concealed herſelf through terror. The 
villains commanding her to come down, ſhe was 
obliged to obey, and get into her bed; and then 
they tied Davis into his bed, and left him bound. 


On the firſt alarm, before they came up into his 


room, Davis put a gun out at his window, and 
threatened to fire, on which one of the robbers ſaid 
* D—2 you, fire away! if you don't, I will;“ and 
immediately a piſtol was fired, and the rogues ran 
up ſtairs. On examination the following morning, 
it appeared that ſwan-ſhot and cut lead were 


ſticking in the chimney-piece, the contents, as ſup- 


poſed, of the piſtol abovementioned. - 


Andrew Carleton, one of the accomplices, having 
deen admitted evidence, ſwore, that the priſoners 
were concerned with him in committing the bur- 


port of a 


glary ; that they met in Southwark in the morn» - | 


ing, and in the evening, at his lodgings in Feather - 


bed-lane, Cold-bath-fields ; and that they went the 
back way to Copenhagen-houſe, and committed 
the robbery as Above related; but there are ſome 


- 
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particulars in Carleton's evidence that will render 
it neceſſary to recite a part of it in the very words 
in which he delivered it : — © Turner had the 


4 crow; Davis and I broke the kitchen window; 
Turner and Jordan got in firſt; then a man call- 
6 ed out from the houſe that he would fire. Davis 


„ ſaid, “if you don't put your head in I will 


» 


* ſhoot you.” They who were got in called to us 
$-without to come in: [jumped with my two hands 


upon the window in order to get in, and in ſo | 


doing an old horſe-piſtol I had in my hand went 
off and burſt, and cut my finger ſadly. — I ſup- 
* poſe the ſtair-foot-door, which had been bolted 
% on the inſide, muſt have been forced before I 
* got in; for we found no impediment; we all 
* got in: Turner forced a pannel of the miſtreſs's 
6 room. Turner bid me ftay there and take care 
% of her, and to ſhoot her if ſhe offered to move. I 
« gbjefted to going higher up ſtairs, becauſe the 
« waiter knew me; therefore I was left in the 
* room while they went up and ſecured the waiter, 


Turner opened the doors; I and Davis had wag-. 


« goners frocks on; I had a handkerchief acroſs 
* my face: I think Davis had a dark lanthorn 
« we found a box under the bed. Turner ſaid, 
* take the things out one by one; I anſwered, Yes 
* Captain, I will.” | | 


This evidence depoſed to a variety of other cir- 


cumſtances, correſpouding with what has been al- 
ready written; and then Frances Benſon ſwore 


that ſhe kept a public-bouſe in Red-croſs-ſtreet in 
the Borongh,. and bought three gowns of the pri- 
ſoners for three guineas, and had a pair of buckles 


uſed her houſe before, that they ſeemed to be ac- 


- gyainted, and had the appearance of ſmugglers. 


4 


. _ 


into the bargain. She ſaid that the priſoners had 


a 


— 


krhat ſhe was preſent when the 


Jane Blundell 1 to As laſt Viel) ſwore, 


bargain for the 
| gowns was made, and that all the priſoners were 
in the houſe, if not in the room, at the time. 


John Clarke produced the gowns and buckles, 
which he 1 frem Benſon and her ſiſter; and 


Mrs. Errington ſwore that they were her property. 
Percival Phillips proved, that, when the priſoners 
were apprehended, there were five loaded piſtols 
by their bed-fide, and two crows, a dark Hes 
and ſome gunpowder in the- room. He farther 


ſaid that the landlord of the houſe delivered him 
a blunderbuſs, which Turner afterwards claimed as 


his property. 
The defence made by the priſoners amounted to 
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almoſt nothing. Turner endeavoured to impeach 


the credibility of Carleton, the evidence, aſſerting 


that he had been ſworn to by four people, as ha- 


ving been concerned in robberies at Finchley. To 


this the judge {aid,. © his credit the jury will de- 


termine upon, when they compare his * 
* with the reſt of the evidence.“ 


After a ſhort conſultation, the j jury gave a ver- 


dict, that all the priſoners were guilty; in conſe- 

quence of which, — received ſentence of death. 
After conviction, there was nothing of extraordi- 

nary penitence in their conduct: though young 


men, they had been old offenders; and as hey l 3 


ed wickedly, they died almoſt unpitied. 


Turner, Davis, and Jordan, were executed : at 
Tyburn on the 24th of June, 1778. 


Theſe men had purſued a rapid courſe of i iniqui- | 
ty : but juſtice failed not to overtake them, and 


they were but properly puniſhed. Their exit ſhould 
furniſh an example to youth, and teach them that 


HON» 


— 


the ways of wickedneſs eyermore lead to deſtruc- = 


| Narrative 3 


4 : Narrative of the 
Houſe of Mr. DaNIEL CLzwWEZN, Farmer, at 
Finchley, with an Account of the Trial and 


dat between twelve and one o'clock at night be- 


F * 
1 
- * 


1 


tle Robbery committed i in is 


Execution of the Offenders. 


BOUT one o'clock in the night between 
the 1ſt and the 2d of March, 1778, Thomas 
orner, James Fryer, Henry Jordan * and two 


- Other villains, forced the bolts and locks of the 


back-door of Mr. Clewen's houſe, which they en- 


tered and robbed of twenty-two guineas, a twenty 


and a thirty- pound bank-note, a quantity of plate, 
ſeveral gold-rings, a filver watch, and other pro- 
perty, to a confiderable amount. 


diſguiſed themſelves, ſeveral of the family fo ex · 
afly deſcribed their perſons, that Sir John Field- 
ing 's officers readily concluded by whom the rob- 
bery was committed, and purſued ſpeedy and ſue- 
ceſsful meaſures for their apprehenſion. 


A the firſt ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey, after 

the commiſſion of the robbery, the priſoners were 
brought to trial; 
neſſes were examined apart. 


and, at their requeſt, the wit- 


William Quick, ſervant to Mr. Clewen, ſwore, 


teren the 1ſt and 2d of March, he and the other 


men ſervants were alarmed by the maid, calling 


William Carter, for God's ſake, get up!” that 
he heard a noiſe upon the ſtairs, and leaped out 


2 3 
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1 This man was convicted, with Turner and Davis, for 


the burglary at Copenhagen-houſe, 


They were a 
long time in the houſe, and, though they had 
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of bed, when n 
the room; and by threats of inſtant death com- 


pelled them all to cover their heads with the bed- 
cloaths; that for ſome time after he heard the . 


voices of two men, who remained in the room to 
watch them (as they ſuppoſed), while the others 
rifled the houſe; and that, 
away, they ſaid they were going for ſome viduals, 
and ſhould return in a quarter of an hour. 

Richard Clewen depoſed, that, hearing a terrible 
noiſe in the houſe, he roſe from his bed, almoſt at 
which inſtant” three men entered his room, and 
having thrown the cloaths over his head, one of 
them ſtruck him on the back with ſomething which 
he ſuppoſed to be an iron-bar; that the villains 
then went into all the other rooms on the ſame 
floor, after which two of them forced him to get 
out of bed, and to hold his hands before his eyes, 
while they conducted him to his father's bed in an 
adjoining room; that, after laying about half an 
hour, during which time he believed his father 
and himſelf were watched by two of the men, he 
was told, he might return to his own bed, and 


that he need not hold his hands before his eyes, 
as there was no perſon preſent whom they were 


e afraid of his ſeeing; that, upon returning to his 
own bed, he ſaw a man in the age, whom he 
believed to be Fryer, who had a handkerchief tied 


acroſs his face, but not ſo as entirely to conceal 


his features. This deponent added that a man, 


"whom he believed to be Horner, afterwards came 


to his bed-fide, and ſaid that, if he would declare | 


where the money was contealed, his watch, which 
had been taken from under his pillow, and laid 
on a chair, ſhould not be taken from him; that, 

about 


when theſe men went 


1 


1 
* 
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about a quarter of an hour after the villains were 
gone, he went down ſtairs, and found the door at 
the foot of the ſtairs faſtened by a ſtaple being 
driven over the latch; that this door being forced 
open by himſelf and the ſervants, they diſcovered 
. that the robbers had entered by the back door, 
the ſtaple for receiving the bolt of which had been 
forced of, and was laying at ſome diſtance from the 
door. 
Anne Clewen depoſed, that three men entered 
her room, and obliged her to cover her head with 
the bed-cloaths, and that Jordan was one of them ; 
and Elizabeth Goodman, Mr. Clewen's maid-ſer- 
vant, who lay on the firſt floor, in the room where 
her miſtreſs flept, confirmed that young lady's evi- 
_ dence as to the number of the men, and the 
_ threats they uſed; and ſhe * ſwore to the 
perſon of Condon. 

This witneſs further ſaid, hi, being alarmed 


by an uncommon noiſe in the houſe, ſhe went out 


of the chamber, and ſaw three men ruſhing up 
ſtairs ; upon which the called to the men-ſervants 


who lay in the garret. 


John Parſons depoſed, that he and three other 


men ſervants to Mr. Clewen lay in the fore: garret, 


which was entered by five men, who threatened to 
murder them if they attempted reſiſtance; and 
that Condon ſtruck William Quick on the head, 
ſaying, lie ſtill, you bloody thief,” and covered. 
him gver with the bed- cloaths. | 

illiam Carter and Thomas enen, the other 


ſervants, ſwore, that five men entered the room; 


the former was poſitive that Fryer and Condon 


were two of the villains; and the other ſwore to 


the perſon of Condon * 
Mr. 


* 
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Mr. Clewen's daughter and maid--faw-.onl 
three of the robbers: but his ſon and all = | 
men-ſervants ſaw five . 2 

John Bardolph — that on the * fat; 
two days preceding that on which Mt. Clewen's 
houſe was broke open, he ſaw Fryer at a publie- 
houſe near Finchley church, and that he aſked 
ſeveral queſtions concerning Mr. Clewen's family 
and circumſtances z and Robert Dodd depoſed, 
that he ſaw the laſt witneſs and Fryer in conver- 
ſation on the faſt - day at the public · houſe near the 
church; and that 4 next evening he ſaw Fryer 
in company with another man upon F nchley- 
common. 
Fryer occupied a ſmall houſe in the city- road, 
where he was apprehended; and in the houſe were 
found a number of pick-lock-keys, and a- hanger. 
Horner was taken at his lodgings in Perkin's Rents, 
Weſtminſter, and a cutlaſs was found concealed in 
his bed. In the room where Jordan was appre- 
hended, at an inn in the Borough, were found 
two hangers. Condon was — 1 at an ale-houſe 
in King-ſtreet, Gravel-lane, but nothing was found 
upon him of a ſuſpicious nature. | 
The priſoners, in general terms, declared them- 

ſelyes innocent of the charge alledged againſt them: 
but the jury brought in their verdict © guilty,” 
Jordan received ſentence of death for the burglary 
at Copenhagen-houſe, and the others for that at 
Mr. Clewen's. Upon the ſacrament being admi- 
niſtered to Horner and Fryer, they declared * 
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*The reader will hereafter find that the other villain, con- 

cerned in this daring.robbery, - 66— the trial 

of the above offenders. n 
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which they had been convicted, 


„ 
Condon was 'not concerned with them in * fact of 


and therefore a 
reſpite was granted him on the evening Preceding 
the day appointed for his execution. 

On Wedneſday the 24th of June, 1778, James 
Fryer and 'Thomas Horner were executed at Ty- 
burn. . 

Conſidering the great aquider of executions for 
houſe-breaking, and the few inſtances of the per- 
petrators of that offence eſcaping the vengeance of 
the law, it is really aſtoniſhing that men ſhould be 
ſo deſperately reſolved upon their own deſtruction 
as to be guilty of a crime which daily experience 
{ſhould convince them that they cannot reaſonably 
expect to commit with impunity. We have had 
frequent occaſion to remark on caſes of this kind 
in the preceding pages, and ſhall, therefore, be 
more conciſe in the preſent inſtance. National po- 
hey requires that the man who breaks in upon the 
filent hour of night with a felonious purpoſe, 
ſhould be removed from: that ſociety of which he 
has rendered himſelf an ' unworthy member; and 
religion ſanctifies the decree that conſigns him to the 
grave who has preſumed to act in direct violation of 
the expreſs command of the Almighty. 


An Account of the Trial of MicnuaeL Casnmin, 


for eſcaping from on board the Lighter on the 


T * 


IR 0 M the nature of this trial it muſt be very 
ſhort, ſince there was little elſe to be — 
man to identify the perſon of the * 


R Michael 
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Michael Caſhmin having been tried in the April 
ſeſſions preceding, codified; and ſentenced to la- 
dour on the Thames ſeven years, was accordingly 
ſent on board the ballaſt-lighter, whence, in a very 
ſhort time, he found means to eſcape. 

On this his ſecond trial, the record of his former 
conviction was read; and then John Marſhall, the 
mate of the hulk, proved that the priſoner had been 
confined on board that veſſel. 

John Evans, a conſtable, being fwrorn, depoſed 
that, eithes on the 16th or 17th of April, he found 
the priſoner concealed in a loft, near Tottenham- 
court-road ; and that he had a bazzle en 18 
part of a fetter) on each of his legs. 

The priſoner, by way of defence, ſpoke as fol- | 
odd “ | was almoſt ſtarved to death when I was. 
4 there; there is never a man there but would eſ- 
** cape from that place if he could: I would rather 
8 de h hanged than be there.” . . 
This Tent evidence being gone through, the 
jury could have no doubt but that Caſhmin was 
the very perſon that had been ſentenced to the 
ballaſt-heaving, and had eſcaped. | 

Hereupon they brought in a verdict that he was 
guilty ; the conſequence of which was, that, on the 
laſt day of the ſeſſions, he was fentenced to work 
on the Thames for fourteen years, being double 
the term of his former ſentence, agreeable to the 
act of parliament paſſed for the more effectual pu- 
niſhment of thoſe who preſume to eſcape. 

The conſequence of this ſentence was, that he 


was again ſent on board the lighter, where he now 
remains *. 
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* In March, 1779. | 
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into execution. Theſe oſſicers are perpe 
the ſearch after thoſe who have violated, or endea- 


or the great men of the realm, by pybliſhi 


"If 


©” * 
We bare the rather given a little narrative” of 


this particular cafe, becauſe we would wiſh co im- 
— on the minds of our readers in 


aur younger readers in particular, — almoſt abſo- 
lute impoſſibility. of a man eſcaping the juſtice of 


general, and 


his cou⁰ij,ẽ. Laws would be framed” in vain if 
there were not offaders to ſee-that they were carried 
on 


voured to evade, the puniſhment of the laws : ſo 
that an abſolute eſcape is ſcarce ever effefted- 

_ The inferences we would draw from this fubject 
are, that all perſons ought to reverence the laws 
of the land, and thoſe of honeſty: but if, unhap- 
pily, a man ſhonld, in one inſtance, be tempted to 
violate. them, and puniſhment ſhould enſue, Bo 
ought to-ſubmit; patentily: to that puniſhment, and 
not, by ſeeking to avoid 1 * draw down 12 ven- 
33 on n His head. — 
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The Trial of wuerde Wer . wbliing 
. Tulle News. » 2 


A T the ſeffions held at the Ola Bailey i in Inne, 
HK 1778, Alexander Scott was indicted for 
at he, on the 23d of April laſt, unla wfulty. 
edly, and maliciouſly, did puhliſn falſe newa, 
8 a "diſcord, or occaſion of diſcord, might 
grow between our lord the king and his 2— 4 

2 
certain printed paper, containing ſuch falſe <-- : 


« which faid — paper is of the tenor fol- 
0 "Ing: 


* . 


EW «Tn. 


1 
In purſuance of his maj 


to me directed, Theſe are to give public notice,” 
that war with France will be proclaimad on Fri. 
day next; the 24th inſtant, at the palace royal, 
St. James's, at one of the clock, of which all 
ei heralds and purſuivants at arms are to takt 
notice, and give their attendance - accordingly. 
«4 Given under my hand this 22d day of April, 
r 1 


« ErFiNGHam, P. Ma.“ 

We inſert this trial merely as a matter of curio- 
firy, and not to caſt the ſlighteſt imputation on the 
character of the priſoner, who was certainly impo- 
ſed on by the artifices of forme man who wiſhed to 
take advantage of the credulity of the good people 
of England. r 
The ſtory is this: Scott is by profeſſion à bill- 
ſticker. Between ten and eleven o'clock on the 
night of the 22d of April, a perſon muffled up in 
a great coat, and having his hat flapped, went to 
the priſoner, and told him he came from Mr. Stra- 
han, the king's printer, ſaying you ſtick up bills 
« for him? Scott anſwered in the 'alfirmative. 
The man ſaid he wanted him to ſtick up Tit bilk 
in the morning; ſaying he muſt ſtick ſome FH 

the Change, and one at Wood-ſtreet, where war 
was to be proclaimed'; and he demanded what 
Scott was: to have for his trouble. Fhe latter en- 
quired how many bills he had, and the ſtranger 
ſaid only a dozen. Scott ſaid he would not charge 
Mr. Strahan any thing: but the other ſaid he de- 
fired he ſhould be paid, and aſked if five ſhillipgs 
would. do. Scott ſaid ĩt was too much, but his em- 
ployer inſiſted on his raking the money, ſaying ir 
was a thing that did not happen every day. 


In 


[L 286 1 


m the morning Scott ſtuck up nine of the bite 
about the Roy = exchange, and one at the end of 
Wood-ſtreer ; TI as he 18 amengine-keeper as well 
as a bilk-ſticker, he went afterwards before juſtice 
Girdler, to make affidavit reſpecting a fire thar had 
happened. 
In the mean time the town was alarmed by the 
ſuppoſed extraordinary news; ſtocks fell one per 
cent. *, and the circumſtance coming to the know. 
ledge of the lord mayor, he ſent to the weſt end of 
the town to enquire into the truth of the affair, and 
found it was all an impoſition. 


— 


and Thomas Thorn, one of the Change keepers, 
baving taken them down, by order of the lord may- 
or, Joſeph Gates, an officer, traced Scott ro the 


ler's, and told him he muſt go before the lord- 
mayor, for he had been — of high · treaſon. 
Scott ſaid, 1 hope not, I have a family of chi 
« dren.” Scott ſaid, on his trial, that he had 
read the proclamation, and did not know but 
that it was true; and that he had never ſeen his 
employer ſince the time. 

| On the trial, the earl of Effingham, deputy mar- 
Hal of England, under the bake of Norfolk, de- 


tion: that he knew nothing of it till after it waz 


ſtuck up, nor gave any authority to wy 3 to 
print or n ſuch a — 


- ——ß5ð3f 
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Perhaps this 3 is a 1 greatly inferior to what the inventor 
of the ſcheme ſuppoſed they would have fallen. 
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In the mean time, Richard Willis having ſeen 
Scott ſtick up ſome bills at the Royal exchange, 


Golden croſs, a public-houfe oppofite juſtice Gird- 


poſed, that the paper was not printed by his direc- 


Me. 
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Mr. Kirby, keeper of Wood - ſtreet compter, de- 
poſed to the priſoner being put into his cultody by 
a conſtable ; that he (Kirby) was preſent at his ex- 
amination at the manſion houſe, when he owned 
that he had ſtuck up the bills, which were brought 
him the preceding night by a perſon wrapped in a 
great coat, who aſked him if he could ſtick them 
up, to which Scott replied, ** Certainly, it is my 
« hafineſs.”” 3.5 th : 
Mr. John Dench, a broker, proved that he had 

bought ſtock one per cent. cheaper that day than 
the day before, owing to the alarm that was ſpread 
through the city, by the, paſting up of the. above- 
mentioned paper. | 
George Pattiſon depoſed, that he worked with 
Mr. Strahan, and at that time the priſoner uſed to 
ſtick up bills, ſuch as declarations and proclamations; 
but they were printed in a different manner, ha- 
ving, particularly, a large king's arms at the top. 
Mr. Pattiſon being aſked if the difference of the 
uſual bills and that in queſtion was ſo great that 
the priſoner muſt have known it to have been a 
forgery, he replied, * I do not think he knew it.” 
Being asked what niarks of forgery there were in 
it, he ſaid, ** 1 do not know any: in prockamations, 
«. Effingham, deputy marſhal, is generally at length: 
* this is D. M. for deputy marſhal.” 


Lord Effingham now generouſly ſpoke as fol- 
lows :* The priſoner's witneſs has ſaid that it is 
%% A mark of forgery, the paper not having deputy. 
% marſhal at full length, as they ſay it generally is 
in proclamations. I mention it for the priſoner ; 
„ they miſtake it, for that is not the way of fign- 


ing them neither.” 03 

Joſiah Roe, a victualler, depoſed, that Scott 

came to his houſe-at half paſt ten at night on the 
rr — 
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ad of April, and, pulling out one of the bills, faid, 
 * What do you think of the war now? 1 have bills 
to tick up; it is to be proclaimed on . 4 
Mr. Roe ſaid, Sure nobody has deceived you 
Scott faid, © No, they came from Mr. Strahan's ; 
and the next morning he put up one of the bills in 
Roe's houſe : and Mr. Roe was of * that he 
did not know his employer. 
William Houſe depoſed that he was at * 
Girdler's when Scott gave that magiſtrate one of 
- the papers, and ſaid he had been ſticking up bills 
war. 
The jury did not heſitate to give a verdict that 
the — — was not guilty, 
Whoever has given an attentive peruſal to the 
preceding account, will ſee that the whole was a 
mere ſcheme to affect the price of ſtock, if it was 
not ſomething worſe; a ſcheme of our inſidious 
enemies, the French, to dupe, for ſome political 
purpoſe, the unſuſpecting people of this country. 
Be this as it may, there was a double artifice 
made uſe of, which feems to mark the depth of the 
plan : rhe word proclaimed was uſed inſtead of de- 
 clared; whereas every man of common · ſenſe knows 
that peace is proclaimed, and war declared. It is 
likewife obſervable that the deputy marſhal's ſig- 
nature was not in the regular form. | | 
. Theſe contrivances ſeem to have been intended 
to ſcreen the original offender from puniſhment, if 
he had happened to have been diſcovered : for our 
laws would have declared that a proclamation was 
not a declaration of war; and even the ſimple alte- 
ration from rhe uſual mode of the earl marſhal's 
vgning his name, would have acquitted the priſoner. 
At i is to be lamented that fo ſtrict is the attention che 
to the letter of the law, that the. Intention. of it is pre 
but too —— evaded. 1 
: n 
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An Account of the Trial, Conviction, and Sen- 
_ tence of Mary WEsrT, otherwiſe Groves. 


T the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey, in July 
A 1778, Mary Weſt, otherwiſe Groves, was in- 
dicted for ſtealing a ſilk purſe, two crown Pieces, and 
= ſhillings and fix-pence, the Property of John 
Baſtin. 

The fact was this. Mrs. Baſtin was the wife of 
a glover in the Strand. Curioſity had led her 
among the croud that had aſſeinbled to ſee the late 
Earl of Chatham lie in ſtate. On the 8th of June, 
about four in the afternoon, ſhe was in Old Palace- 
yard, when the priſoner, and a woman whom ſhe called 
her aunt, ſtood near her. The priſoner offered her 
aſſiſtance in her getting in, to ſee his lordſhip 
lying in ſtate ; but Mrs. Baſtin ſaid ſhe had been 
there on the preceding day . Almoſt irfimedi- 
ately ſhe felt rhe priſoner's hand in her pocker, and 
could have ſeized it in that ſituation 3 but that 
waiting to pull off her glove, Miſs Weſt had i in the 
mean time conveyed away her purſe. She was 
charged with the robbery, but denied it. 

Mr. Lucas, high canſtable of Weſtminſter, who 
well knew Miſs Welt, came up at this juncture, 
and enquired what was the matter. Mrs Baſtin 
told him that the priſoner had got her purſe; on 

which he ſecured her, and took her to the Lobby, 
where Mrs. Baſtin ſaw her put the purſe on a 
ledge, whence Mr. Lucas took it, and the proſecu- 
trix claimed it- as her property, mentioned the mo- 


Does not this circumſtance ſtrongly mark the curidfity of 
the people of England? If Mrs. Baſtin had been there on the 
A Pg day; what buſineſs could ſhe have to reviſit the 
croud ? a 
Vor. V, P p n hey 1 
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ney that was in it, and likewiſe that it contained a 
baker's bill for bread for the family for a week. 
On this Miſs Weſt was. taken into-cuſtody, and 
| lodged in priſon till the ſucceeding Wedneſday, 
when ſhe was conveyed to the Office in Bow-ſtreet, 


where the purſe was produced, the facts were ſworn - 


to, and the offender was committed for trial. | 
At the Old Bailey Mrs. Baſtin poſitively ſwore to 

a crown- piece which had a particular cut in it, and 

which ſhe had carried in her pocket ſeveral years. 


Mr. Lucas proved that he ſaw the priſoner lay 


the purſe containing the pieces of money on a cor- 
ner of a kind of ledge, at a door-way that leads into 
the Board of Works: that he immediately ſeized 
the priſoner, whom he had before ſeen in the 


painted chamber where Lord Chatham lay in ſtate. 


He likewiſe ſaid that he had told her ſhe had no 
buſineſs there, and defired the officer to turn her 
out ; and farther, that if ſhe came there any more 
he ſhould order the officer to take her into cuſtody. 


He added, that upon hearing a conteſt between the 
proſecutrix and the priſoner, he took the latter into 


a corner, that ſhe might not get near any perſon ill 
the officer came. . 


The priſoner denied that ſhe laid the purſe on the 


ledge, or even ever had it in her hand; and ſaid, 
that ſhe had a material witneſs who was not come to 
town : but no credit could be given to any thing 
that ſhe averred; her character was notorious ; the 
evidence againſt her was concluſive, and the jury 
_ gave a verdict that ſhe was guilty; in conſequence 

of which, at the cloſe of the ſeſhons, ſhe received 
ſentence to be branded, and impriſoned two years; 
and ſhe is at this time * in confinement. 


- * In March, 1779. 
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Miſs Weſt is one of the moſt notorious and art- 
pickpockets that modern times have produced. 
She "ſed to go by the name of Elizabeth, though, 


on her laſt commitment, ſhe choſe that of Mary; . 
and called herſelf Groves, when ſhe was examined 


at Bow;ſtreet, which occaſioned the alias to . 

ſur-name ; for ſhe was too well known to be 

mitted to go to trial with Groves as her ir name. 
This woman has long been an atrocious offender : 


her uſual places of plying for bufineſs were the 


play-houſes, where ſhe was amazingly ſucceſsful ; 
and though often apprehended, and conveyed to Sir 
John Fieldiog's office, ſhe was repeatedly diſcharged, 
becauſe, as ſhe generally ſtole money. only, the in- 


ured parties would not ſwear to their property. 


She had been repeatedly tried at the Old Bailey, 
and acquitted, in defect of ſuch evidence as could 
convince the jury of her guilt : and it was a very 
ſhort time before ſhe picked Mrs. Baſtin's pocket 
that ſhe was diſcharged from Newgate, after fix 
months confinement for another offence ; during 
which ſhe was delivered of a child in the priſon. 

Miſs Wet has long reigned the principal female 
pickpocket in London: but ſhe is fo perfectly well 


known; her crimes have been fo numerons, and 


her character is ſo totally loſt, that when the term. 
of hgr preſent impriſonment expires, ſhe muſt ex- 
pect ſtill leſs favour than even branding, and a two 
years impriſonment, if ſhe be again convicted of 
preying on the property of unoffending indivi- 
duals, 

It may poſſibly be of ſome ſervice to give a de- 
ſcription of this offender, as it may prevent her 
artifices from taking effect in particular inſtances, 
She is of the middle ſize, genteely grown, her 
countenance is of the oval form, and rather ruddy ; 


Pp 2 her 
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| Her hair of a moderate brown, her eyes hazle-co- 
 Jonred, and her noſe inclined to the 


aquiline ; but 
ſhe is beſt to be diſtinguiſhed by a remarkably 
broad weſt-country accent, which ſhe cannot dil- . 
guiſe. She drefles gay, and is about thirty-five - 
years of age; but looks rather younger. 
Perſons who may ſee ſuch a woman crouding into 
the playhouſe, or may happen to ſit next her in the 
gallery, will do well to be cautious, or the pocket 
will be picked before any ſuſpicion can ariſe. She 
will look a man hard in the face, aſk him ſome un- 
meaning queſtion, and eaſe him of his caſh in an in- 
ſtant. We have inſerted this caution in the hope 
that it may be uſeful, | 


Particulars of the Trial of Joun HorT, Jonx Da- 
vie, ANDREW CARLETON, and ALEXANDER 
CARLETON, for Burglary. | 


T the ſeflions held at the Old Bailey, in July, 
A 1778, - theſe malefactors were indicted for 


reaking and entering the dwelling-houſe of Robert 
Jobling, (the White Horſe Inn at Cripplegate) and 
ſealing ſixteen filyer diſhes, value 1101. ſixty- ſix 
filver plates, value 2851. with a great variety of 
other plate, (in the whole to the amount of about 
20001). the property of Thomas Stapleton, Eſlq; 
| George Parvin, the proſecutor's butler, ſwore 
that he packed up the plate mentioned in the in- 
dictment, and delivered it to Bartholomew Cooper, 


a carman, direfting him to convey it to the White 


Horſe, Cripplegate, whence it was to be taken in 
tac waggen to Mr. Stapleton's houſe ip Yorkſhire ; 


ang 
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the plate received from Parvin to the White Horſe 
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and Bartholomew Cooper proved that he conveyed 


Inn, and delivered it to Thomas Crompton, book- 


keeper to the York waggon. * 


Crompton depoſed, that on the 4th of June he 
received a quantity of plate, directed to Thomas 
Stapleton, Eſquire, in Yorkſhire, which he put into 
the warehouſe, and that it remained there when he, 
as uſual, ſecured the door with two locks, a ſhort 
time previous to his going to bed; that about five 
the next morning he was alarmed by the oſtler, 
who told him, that the warehouſe had been broke 
open, in conſequence of which he went to the ware- 
houſe, when he perceived that a burglary had been 
effected, marks of chifſels appearing on different 
parts of the door poſt, the bar of the door being 
much bent, the padlock forced off, and lying on the 
ground, and three packages being broke open, and 
therefrom a great quantity of plate ſtolen. He ad- 
ded, that ſome time afterwards a bricklayer came to 
the inn, and gave information that a great quantity 
of plate found upon ſuſpicious perſons was ſecured 
in Cripplegate watch-houſe. 

The evidence of John Negus, a conſtable and pa- 
trole of Cripplegate ward, was to the following ef - 
fect: that about two in the morning between the 
4th and 5th of June, he was informed by a watch; 
man that ſome ſuſpicious perſons were in the neigh- 
bourhood, on which he went into Paul's alley, lead- 
ing from Redcroſs-{treet to Alderſgate-ſtreer, where 
two men paſſed him; that preſently after, a watch- 
man, named William Phillips, came to ſpeak to him, 
and that while they were in converſation, the pri- 
ſoner Davis came up, whom, from the remarkable 
bulk of his pockets, they ſuſpected to be a robber, 
and therefore ſeized him, when hs let fall a bundle, 

| RG cContain- 
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- containing ſeveral articles of plate, which they, de- 
poſited in the waich-houte, where they conducted 

the priſoner and left him under a guard of con- 
ſtables. 

William Phillips confirmed the evidence of 

Negus, adding that, after Davis was ſecured in the 
watch-houſe, he and Negus again went into Paul's- 
ally, where they preſently ſecured Holt and Andrew 
Carleton; that they found upon Holt ſeveral arti- 
cles of plate tied in a green cloth, and in the 
pockets of Carleton two filver candleſticks and a 
loaded piſtol. | 

John Shepherd proved that he ſearched the houſe 
in which Andrew Carleton lodged, in Hare-court, 
adjoining to Paul's-alley, and found a hanger and a 
piſtol loaded three fingers deep concealed in a cup- 
board, the key of which was delivered to him by 
Andrew Carleton; and John Kirby ſwore, that in 
an apartment” occupied by Alexander Carleton in 
Cloth-fair he found between the bed and the mat- 
. trals a dozen of filver plates, half a dozen oval 
filver diſhes, and a filver ſpoon, and a hanger, and 
2 number of pick-lock keys concealed in the chim- 
ney. 
The plate being produced, Parvin fwore that the 
ſeveral articles were his maſter's property, and that 
he packed them up, and fent them to the White- 
horfe-inn at Cripplegate. 
The priſoners being called upon for their dg- 
fence, Davis ſaid, that paſting throngh Old-ftreer 
about two in the morning, with a returned poſt- 
chaiſe from Barnet, he found the plate which the 
watchman took from him in Paul's alley. Holt and 
Andrew Carleton ſaid, that the plate they were ac- 
culed of having ſtolen they found in an opening 

Where drays ſtand near the bottom of Whitecroſs- 
| | ſtreet 
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ſtreet about two in the morning of the 5th of July. 
Alexander Carleton ſaid, that befides his apart- 
ment in Cloth-fair, he had a room in the — 4 
where his brother lodged; that upon being ins 
formed by his brother's wife that ſhe was fearful 
her huſband was involved in trouble, he ſearched 
his apartment, and finding the cutlaſs and picklock- 
keys, took them to his lodging in Cloth-fair, and 
cn them in the chimney, and that his bro- 
ther's wife accompanied kim with a bundle, the 
contents of which he then did not know, but had 
afterwards reaſon to believe the bundle contained 
the plate found ſecreted between the bed and the 
mattraſs. The jury brought in a verdict of guilty 
againſt all the priſoners, and-they were ſentenced 
to ſuffer death. | 
John Holt and Andrew Carleton were executed 
at Tyburn, on the 19th of October 1778, the for- 
mer evidencing the 3 marks of coatrition *. 
The above malefactors had been almoſt entirely 
denied the advantages of education, and ſeemed to 
have but very imperfect notions of their religious 
duty. 
K is to be lamented that greater care is not taken 
to inſtil the principles of virtue and religion into 
the minds of youth, who would thereby be render- 
ed leſs liable to be ſeduced into the paths of vice. 
There are, comparatiyely bur few among the vio- 


lators of the law, who are not the offspring of tbpñe 


poorer claſſes of the people. 

At the charity-ſchools, children are inſtructed 
in reading, writing, and arithmetic; but, we are 
ſorry to ſay, very little attention is cxaployyd to 


— 
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* Alexander Carleton died in Newgate ; and it ey he 


ſeen that Davis was hanged for the robbery at Copenbagen- | 
houſe. 
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inſpire them with juſt ſentiments of religious and 
moral obligations. They are permitted to range 
the ſtreets at all hours, and conſequently are wit- 
neſſes to ſcenes of infamy in all their horrid variety. 
Is it ſurprizing that, when their minds are moſt 
ſuſceptible of impreffions from outward objects, a 
familiarity with vicious examples ſhould diſqualify 
them for perceiving the abominable deformity of 
vice ? . 

It is ſtrange that political conſiderations have not 


prompted the legiſlature to adopt meaſures for 


more effectually defending the morals of the infant 
poor 'from corruption, Which would tend towards 
enſuring obedience to the laws, and greatly en- 
creaſe population, on which our national ſafety fo 
materially depends. 8 


Princes and lords may flouriſh and may fade, 
«. A breath can make them, as a breath hath made; 


But a bold peaſantry, their country's pride, 


« When once deſtroy'd, can never be ſupplied;” 
| 2 


—— — 


Proceedings on the Trial of WILLIAM FLIxT, who 


was convicted of privately Stealing. 


E mention the caſe of this malefactor, not 
that there was any thing extraordinary in 
itſelf ; but becauſe the priſoner was an 
old criminal, and had pffended after experiencing 


William Flint had been tried for a former offence, 
at the Old Bailey, and ſentenced to three years 


labour on board the ballaſt-lighter, where he be- 


haved ſo well for ſome months, that repreſenta- 
"2 | 850 5 tions 


tions were made to the * in | his favour, and the 


remainder. of his puniſhmegt was remitted. 

At the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey in Septem- 
ber, 1778, William Flint was indicted for ſtealing 
a ſilvet watch, value 40s. the property of Aaron 
Coats, privily. from the perfon of. the Lad Aaron, 
on the tõth of Auguſt; | 

Mr. Coats depoſed, that being at a fire in Nicho- 
las- lane on the evening of the 16th of Auguſt, he 
ſtaid about half an hour, from motives of curioſity 3 
and that on coming from the ſite, be felt for his 
watch in Lombard-ſtreet, and miſſed it; but he 
owned that he had not BS the ne a the 
ſire. . | 
Mr. Coats e bis watch fm day $ after: 
wards, and ſoon learnt that the priſoner was at Sir 
john Fielding's, charged with that and other of- 
fences ; on Which he went to Bow: eats, where be _- 
watch was produced to him. 
William Adley, A paunbtbber i in » Cow-ceols, de- 
poſed, that the priſoner brought the watch to him; 
to offer it in pledge; that he aſked him two gut 
neas, that he lent him a guinea and a half on it; 
and Flint took a duplicate of it in his own name. 

Moſes Morant, one of Sir John Fielding's officers, 
depoſed, that he went to apprehend Flint, two 
boys, and another perſon ; that in Flint's parlour 
- found the duplieate of Mr. Coats's watch, and 
an old ſcalwhich had belonged to it ; and the watch 
being produced was — to by the proſecutor. 
| The priſoner, by way of defence, ſaid, that a 
perſon had given him the TR to pawn for him ; 
but the jury gav ius affertion, and 
ie watch, bur not 
117 n the perſon.” 
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In conſequence of this verdict, Flint was put to 
the bar at the cloſe of the ſeſſions, to receive his 
ſentence, which was, that he ſhould work on the 
navigation (that is at ballaſt-heaving) for five years; 
likely chat he wil receive any farther favour, but 
remain a priſoner, under the moſt ignominious cir- 


- . ” 


cumſtances, during the whole tim. 
This Flint was à manufacturer, as we have been 
informed, in the ſilver branch, and lived in Quaker. 
buildings, Weſt-Smithfield. He had two appren- 
tices, whom he trained to the art of thieving, prin- 
cipally by picking of pockets. © 
At the ſeſſions above-mentioned, Flint was in- 
_ difted, together with William Boſton, Thomas El- 
- burn, 8 * y wa for ſtealing a filyer 
r· eaſtor and a table-ſpoon, the pro of 
Jane Bonham, miſtreſs of the Catherine wheel: ni, 
at Colnbrook ; when they were all acquitred, except 
Goodburn (one of Flint's pupils), who was ſent on 
board the ballaſt-lighter for three years; and El- 
burn being tried om another indictment at the ſame 
ſeſſions, and convicted, was ſentenced to a fimilar 
puniſhment. ! 
Hardneſs of heart is the characteriſtic of conti- 
nued villainy. Flint had experienced the royal 
mercy, which was more than he deſer ved; but this 
appears to have had no influence on his future 
conduct: he was reſolved to continue his depreda- 
tions on the public, though he was well capable of 
ſupporting himſelf in a handſome manner by the 
. honeſt profits of his profeſſion. - "PIER 
The maſter, who, as Flint did, ſets an ill e- 
ample to his ſervants, is deſerving of the ſeverelt 
— — —_——_—_ 
* In March 1779, 9 
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niſhment ; and one would almoſt lament, for the 
Ike of the riſing generation, that this fellow was 


not made an example of the utmoſt rigour the law 
can infli. 


Abſtract of the Trials of Tromas nu reer and 
Monis BARNARD, who were convicted of a 


Wan ac to cheat and defraud. 


XY the ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey i in Sep- 

tember; 1778, theſe offenders were indicted 

for a conſpiracy to cheat and defraud one Thomas 

Orme, and for obtaining, by falſe pretences, five 
guineas, on the 28th of June preceding. 

This cafe is inſerted on account of its fingulari- 
ty, and to guard the unſuſpecting againſt the arti- 
fices of the villainous. Thordias Orme of Caſtle 
 Dunnington in Leiceſterſhire, being ſomewhat em- 
| barraffed in his circumſtances, was adviſed by a 
neighbour to apply to Briſtowe, who had publiſhed 
the following extraordinary arent in the 
DEWS-PAPET printed at Leiceſter : —** Whereas 

many perſons, labouring under moſt grievous op- 
* preffions from their defenceleſs fituation, are 
« conſtrained to lence and quiet ſubmiſhon to the 
« atrocious robberies which are daily committed 
by the infamous appendages to the law : 

To remedy ſuch evils as much as poſſible, a 
* gentleman of known abilities and integrity, 
« in conjunction with ſundry able gentlemen 
„ of the law, propoſes to give his afſiſtance to 
4 ſuch as wiſh to be extricated from intricate and 
« perplexed embarrafſment. 


—_— « The 
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"4 The. pihor is actuated by no other motives 


o than th of 8. Which, tend to alleviate the afflition 
(= 


# of the helpleſs, to relieve the unfortunate of 
« every denomination, againſt the chicanery ot 
+ pettyfogging (would-be) attornies ; the ſhameful 
* plunder and extortion of bailiffs and ſheriffs 
* brokers ; and to prop up ſuch as groan beneath 
« opalcnt and intolerable tyranny. _ . 

That unhappy ſpecies of debtars, who are 
i amenable to the bankrupt laws, will affuredly 
* meet with ſach able and friendly advice as will 
« fortify,them, not only againſt a priſon, but moſt 
of 1 — 5 calamities attendant on bankrupts in 
general. 

The ſupporters and adviſers of this addreſs 
L hope it will be received and eſteemed to be whar 
it really is, the dictates of beneyolence, inde- 
$6 pendent of any pecuniary views; as a proof of 
« which, all perſons in indigent circumſtances will 


' * be entitled to every aſſiſtance free from expence. 


« Apply to Mr. "Thomas Briftowe, Cavendiſh- 
% bridge, Leiceſterſhire.” | 
In conſequence hereof Orme applied to Briſtowe, 
who told him if he would go to London he would 
ſet him free; and if his creditor would not ſtay, he 
might tell —f he would treat him with the butt end 
of an a of parliament. Orme en quired the ex- 
' Pence ; and Briſtowe ſaid, ſeven or == pounds, 
and that they ſhould be back i in four or five days, 
They came to London with one Simon Norton, in 
like circumſtances with Orme; and at the Swan- 


with- two - necks, in Lad- lane, they met with Bar- 
nard, who ſaid to Briſtowe, We. muſt ſwear one 


* bas been at Calais, and the other at another 
e place,” (which Orme could not recollect). Brif- 
towe then wrote a paper for them to ſign, and told 

1 Norton 


r 
Norton he muſt pay Barnard five guineas: Norton 
hefitated, and wanted a receipt. Barnatd aſked 
him, if he diſpu gentleman. On this 


. 

1 

4 ted his being a | 

f Norton paid the five guineas; and Btiſtowe ſaid 
| 

8 

1 


that Orme muſt pay 1 — a like ſum; which . 
after ſome hefitation he complied with. 
On a queſtion aſked, whether any thing was ſaid 
about crellivs the ſalt- water, Orme depoſed that 
e ſomething was ſaid about croſſing the falt-water 
y % over a piſs- pot, or to that effect. 
1 It ſeems that rhe proſecutors had a confuſed idea 
t that they were to be diſcharged by the inſolvent 
n act, but they did not underſtand the meaning of it. 
Simon Norton depoſed that he met Barnard at 
8 the Swan- with t wo- necks; that he and Briſtowe 
aſked for a private room, where Barnard pulled 
out a bag of writings, and ſaid to Briſtowe, ** We 


ff « muſt fix them as fugitives.” Briſtowe agreed, 

Il and the other began filling up the papers. Briſtowe 

* likewiſe ſaid, that Barnard was an attorney, and 

* that he was the man that was to do the buſineſs for 
A 

e, A paper being ſhewn to Orme in court, he ſaid, 

Id « that is the Paper 1 figned, and all that was done 


for five guineas. 
William Payne (a conſtable) depoſed, that he ap- 


prehended the priſoners at the Paul's head tavern: 

that he ſeized Barnard's bag, who ſaid, let it 
% alone,” and pulled out the two ſchedules. Payne 
| aſked Barnard, if he had received any money 2 
the men; he ſaid he never had: the two men de- 
clared they paid him ten guineas. He then con- 
feſſed he had received that ſum, and given Briſtowe 


of them, but afterwards e! 3 5 
| Briſtowe 


five guineas. The latter at firſt denied the receipt 4 


18 — Ma awe. A 1 d rf 4 oh. 7 R p * ow + 
p _—_ 10 * 0 n , — © ao Ca OS + ett —_ * . +*þ. *. 3 _ * a 1 
* , * 4 4 © VOY o , \ «. oa ith. * * * ou 0 oy 
my Tt. ,>,, x * * * 4 TIS - 1 p a P 
* W455 * 1 * j ” ih Yd | 1 ws Y * F 
= *4 i = * . * * . - \ Lick 43 ; , 
- — % . # x \ * 9 . By "F _ 
s \ 4 — 
R \ N 5 3 
- FX * - 
4 & t, 4 . 
: — % — by 4 » 


| | 30" MP 
Briſtowe called three perſons, who gave him a 
good character; and Barnard endeavoured to ex- 
culpate himſelf, by ſaying that he had nothing 
to do with the men; that Briſtowe was to be his 
* paymaſter, and had told him they were to take 
ce the benefit of the act as fugitives, &c.” with 
other eircumſtances to the like effect. 
The jury gave full credit to the evidence againſt 
the priſoners, and delivered a verdict that they were 
both guilty; in conſequence of which, at the cloſe 
of the ſeſſions, they were ſentenced to ſtand in the 
pillory, and be impgiſoned for a year; the latter 
part of which ſentence they are now * undergoing. 
As far as can bejudged of this affair, it ſeems to 
have been an artful device of two villains to rob 
two unſuſpecting countrymen of their property, 
under the. moſt fallacious pretences ; and indeed 
the jury ſeemed to have been of the ſame opinion, 
by the verdict that was given. hs 8. 


* „ 


— —_— _ c 22 


A Narrative of the Trials of FxAxckS PEARCE, 
AxNE ARROGONY, and CATHERINE: Davis, 
otherwiſe S1M Pon, for a Street-robbery. 


A TT the ſeffions held at the Old Bailey in + O. 


| ber, 1778, the priſoners were indicted for rob- 
bing Henry Kitchen, Eſq; of a bank-note, value 

15 L. two bills of exchange, the one for 350L. and 
the other for 150%. and ſeveral other bills, to a 


In March 1779- | 1 3 9 
+ Mr. Kiichen was then lately elected to the office of ſheriff 
of London and Middleſex. 


conſiderable 


0 205 Þ. 
confideratle amount, on che night of the 1 . of 
; Septenper. l 


As Mr. Kitchen was ballad the wer der 


in the Strand, after ten at night, three women ſur- 
rounded- him; and took his pocket-book from him, 
which contained notes to the value or 14 or 1500. 
= ſaw four hands held up: he cried-Watch, and 
op thief "and inſtantly ſecured Pearce, but did 
— — the pocket- book i in her band. "The other 
women ran away. „Pon 

ERzabeth Mills, an unhappy woman of ihe town; | 
depoſed that ſhe faw Simpſon and Arrogony n 
Mr. Kitchen; that they were one on each "of 
him. This deponent ſaw only thoſe two women at 
that time. When Mr. Kitchen came near the New- 
church, Davis ran away, and the other fell down in 
attempting to run off. Mr. Kitchen cried out 
* Stop thief.—I am robbed.“ Fixe or fix women 


SENS 07 A 18315 | 


being ſtanding near the church, ke ſeized one of 
Thea, and ſaid, 1 have got your” I Have got 


* 


On the croſs examination, thi is es ſaid that 
the woman had walked with Mr. Kitchen from St. 
Clement's church-yard, arm in arm; and that when 
he came near the New-church five or. ſix women 
were ſtanding together ; and he faid 1 have got 
« you all.” _ 

To invalidate the teſtimony of chiswitmeſs; Samuel 
Price, a bailiff, was ſworn, who depoſed that he 
bad known her ten years, and that he did not 
believe ſne was ſuch a woman as deſerved credit on 
her oath. Mary Hayes likewiſe depoſed, that the 
was a very abandoned woman, thar ſhe had afſumed 
ſeveral names, and ought not to be believed even 
under che land of an oath, 3 . 


Amelia 
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cutor ſeize Pearce, and that he ſaid he was robbed; 


ally attended by 


the deceaſed or really unfortunate; and there 48 


= 394: J 
- Amelia, Burchell ſwore, that ſhe ſaw the proſe - 


and Elizabeth Thompſon. depoſed, that ſhe had 


likewiſe heard him ſay that he was robbed; that the. 


ſaw Davis having bold of his arm; that Arrogony 
was four yards ; Hebing him, but at what düſtance 
Pearce was ſhe did not know. | 
The j lee having conſidered the whole es 
acquitted A rrogony and Davis, and found Pearce 
guilty of the charge, in conſequence, of which the 
received ſentence to be impriſoned three years. 
The notes thus ſtolen from Mr. Kitchen were 
paſſed into the hands of ſome Jews ; but, by the 
diligence-of the peace-officery, about half of "them | 
were recovered... - - 
. We have the rather mentioned this aſi . 
women ſeldom commit ſ{treet-robberies without the 
aſſiſtance of men. Women of the town are as uſu- 
their bullies, as bailiffs by their 
followers, The men who reduce poor credulous 
— to the 8 of plying to the caſual * 


Benne in the — of vice. 123 and Weſt⸗ 
minſter ahound with hoſpitals fer the reception of 


pariſh᷑ proviſion, at leaſt, for all thoſe who ate ut- 
terly diſtrefled z and any proviſion, j is preferable to 
a determined perſeverance in the practice of wich: 


edneſs. 


. 5 of ” 
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At Ain of he * „Gang 1 — 
tion, of James Bag, Jonu Harry, and 
LAMBERT SMITH, who — for 6 


Tuxer men, Thong u young in years; were old 
in offence, and thetfors it becomes neceſſary 
to ififert their ſtory,” that orhers may take warning 
from their fate. 8 
| _ the ſeffions held at the Old Bailey i in Decem- 
ber, 1778, James Bean, John Hartley, and Lam- 
bert Smith, were indicted for bfeaking the dwel- 
lin g-houfe of Levi Hart on the 20th of October. d 
and | ſes 68 ſilver watches; value 119%. 105; 4 
number of gold breaft-ſhirt-byckles ſer with pearts' 
and garnets, ſome gold ringe, and — valuable ar- 
ticles, the bf Abrabüm Davis. 
The proſecutor is a travelling Jew; who” carried 
s throu h the country. He had a room on the 
rſt floor at Mr. Hart's, and ſaw all his things ſafe 
between fix ad ſeven in the evening, when he wenk 
to a coffee⸗houſe, and ſoon afterwards Hart fetehed 
him home, informing him, that his apartment had” 
been röbbed. When he came home, he found two 
on. and dis Jewellery boxes, broke; and miſſed dr 
is 
Lew Hurt depoſed; that he was: landlord of the” 
houſe ; that ſome perſon knocking at the door; his” 
wife opened it, and three men füſhed in, wlio Taid 
« they bad an information 'agaittſt the houſe: ” Mrs: 
Hart aſked for what; when the candle was ſnatthed 
from her, and two of them went up p ſtairs, while 
the third ſtaid below. Mt. Hart heard them break 
open the door, and when they had ſtolen Mr. 
Davis's s property, they deſcended; threw the caridFe- 
Vor. V. R x ſticx 
49 ot. 0 


| 


© 36) 
tick on the floor, and went away : but one of 
them held the door a-while, to prevent a purſuit; 
Mr. Hart depoſed that be knew Smith, and could | ; 

ſwear tochim; but he could not ſwear to the other _- 
Wo. 
Sarah Hart confirmed her huſband's Jeboltion ; - 
ſaid that hearing a knocking at the door, ſhe opened 
it, hen the three men ruſhed in, and ſaid they 
had an information againſt the houſe, againſt a 
young man, a lodger, who dealt in French ſilks; 
that on her aſking if they had authority to come 
into her houſe, one of them produced a piſtol to 
her huſband, and ſaid if be ſtirred he was a dead 
man; that ſhe heard the cloſet broke open, and 
on ber wanting to go up ſtairs, the villain who was 
below puſhed her away twice, and ſeized her by 
the throat. She depoſed that ſhe knew all the 
priſoners, having Jooked i in their faces as they enter- 
ed the houſe; and ſhe poſitively ſwore that Smith < 
put a piſtol to her huſband's breaſt. 
Information of this robbery having been given 
at Bow-ſtreet, Sir John Fieldin 's men ſoon traced 
the thieves ; and, on the tri , Charles Jealous 
produced a watch, which he found on Lambert 

Smith, who ſaid it was his own: but Richard Simp- 
ſon proved that he made that very watch for 
Aaron Michael, who depoſed that he left it, with 
two other watches, &c. in che care * the; _ 


cutor. 
that. * boug be forty 
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Richard Ward ſwore one 

watches of James — all of which, he had ſold 

dut one, and that proved to be Mr. Davis's pro- 
rt 

1 2 b way of Ss, ſaid that Smith knew 15 ; 

nothing, of — robbery; and that himſelf. had the 

nr to fell for ns man. n . nr 
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_ received ſentence of death. LN 
ſeſfons, Hartley and Bean were tried for bein 
nie] Cle win, of Finchley, 


Hartley 
allies adjoining. 
attachmèeit to bad com 


and he fell an untimely r to the e __ 3 


125 0 8 3 
* That leads to 9 of HE *. ö 


— 


„ i 
-W had 2 watch of Bean, to get a glafi per K 
and Hartley denied being guity oÞ the 
but the jury found all the prifomers guihy, and! . 


4 


5 


It may be proper to mention that, at the abe 


the houſe of Mr. Da ing 
ON the iſt of March' pre- 15 
ceding; and were convicted on the fulleſt evidence: 
but, as ue have already given an account of tbe = 


concerned in breaking 


other parties concerned in "har atrocious. — 
it will be unneceſſary to enter into particulats. bh 


Of «he behaviour of theſe criminals after con- 


viction we have no favorable account. They | 


wete moſt daring and hardened offenders; and as 
they lived in conſt ant violation of the laws, fo = 
died almoſt uapiried. - - 5 
James Bean, John Hartley, 2 Lata Smith, 


— 
1 


: 


wete crecuted at , on "the 12th r 


eser 1 2 
Sarely © our younger readers cannot OOTY _ 


| leaſt caution to ardid treading in the ſteps"whidh : 
brought theſe: young 


fellows to ſuch aer, I 
diſgracefuł end. It is but a very few” years: fince 
Was a mere child playing about the dirty 
to Water · lane, Fleet · ſtreet; but an +: 

pany ſoon led him ta the 
vice that his ꝓonth was capable f, 


practice of every 


of God and . WITS N XY 


Learn hence, ye uh a a ee, | 
Which quick 125 Aire deſtru on run; 5 . 
And O 9 purſue. that happier way . 
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!1ONNER was res Edmonton in 'Middles.: 


Blu the nciglibourbood of which place he 
ad many 


r 1 1 


2 fimple man 15h 5105 
he dollowing' is a copy 
Bonner; and delivered by the peany+poſb to Mr. 
Frantls Hardeaftle, Handlord of: the For upon 
WI whom Mrs. Teflynaker had di- 
reftet ta receive her news-papers and leiters, that 
the neus carriers and poſt-men might nat be put to 
our of the public: road, fran 
which her Houſs/tood at ſome diſtance. 1 
Ki 17 e en blige * Nov. 20th, 17 
E-1iS ec duo a ou that you fnall dwo 
— iy ta theas e j 
 Whembnifion to you that his the Wheader Wakes | 
 felhJames Weaye: and Old Bonner. & make aach 
of tiben preaſang. of one Gine & half to a Siſt 


4 
= 


of the Eiben rigs he: i 


| Fyears-waiked for different e 
| E +o47 and-bore the Weener of an Benet, 


thema ther Dittes. Une Sunday Morning be- 


the Ah of Nor. and ſend for them all three. 
1 Houſe between 1 and 12 & let one. of ;- 


e Sagrentsgive them thiſe, gift in a peas of 
this Icater 9 to — for: the Cs, 
S your Salf .If you dwo not dwo a Corden to, Wat 


this RVs menſho ay Epe that your E- 


0 * 
re mall be Rr Fon toy and Your Se 4 to the 
Ground with a vour C 


brafe.o Marvel throy, 
It i not ondle) 700 ha others ſhall be a lee wo dao 


earity iq the poor a-pon 1 
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more hiſi as well las 


wiſhes to the poor near. neabers a Hort life" nd 
This from' your weil withers If you 


act a Corden to this Leaterꝰ 
The r prifoner was br 


& » 


oupht to trial at the 012 
Balley in th the ſeſſions held in December, 1/78. Mrs. 
Teſhmaker produced the letter, and it was read, 
and found licerally: tos correſpond wich che 
inſerted in the- indictmsat; the lady 


„ thit 
on her return from a viſit We? the 271 of the i reced- 


ing month, ſhe found th letter lying on dteſ- 
ſing<rable. 


Francis Hardcaſtle fivvre that he techeg the 
letter from the penny-poſt man, and delivet&ditto' 
John Draper, one of Mrs. Teſhmaket's ſervatits, 
who praved that the letter produced in cott was 
that hs received from Hardcaſtſ ee. 

Samuel Draper, clerk to Pearee' Galliard; Efqz 


u of the peace for theeokinty ofi 
informed the court, that on Monday the 
zoth of November he; accompanied by Mr. Day, 
went to Clerkenwell bridewell, in | order” d poſts” 
pone the re- examination of Bonner from Tueſdæy 
till Wedneſday; and that when the prifoficy Wat Ne 
into the yard between the gates, he rh towards 
them, and acknowledged chat he had written che 
letter, faying it was the fir oſſenee he Had evi” 
mitted, and earneſtly ſupplicating that they "would 
intercede in his favour, 

Matthew Day depoſed that, by che dete of M. 
Draper, he ace d Him 40 Clerkenwel bride 
well on Monday the oth of November, and ſtood” 

in an obſeure Me of the yard' during a Bort 8 


_ verfation besen Drap er and t e Þ ri on che | 
coneluſion of * be was f ered by the Pri- 
ſoner, 4 
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_ not, haye. carried them into execution, had the lady 


ſores. for apprehending. the writer; he was a man 
fo. xemarkably, deficient. in point of intellect, that 
le were: divided in opinion whether he did not 
: | labour 
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1 
Mer, who! ren to him, .claſped him in his arme, 

and gried, “ Pray, Sir, God bleſs. you! Sir, be my 
* friend, and get me out of this diſmal place ; vou 


_ was always my friend; that he aſked him on 


what account he was confined; on which he ſaid, 
„Ob, Sed | knows ! God bleſs you, Sir, get me 
« ont of it; you will if yon are my friend get me 
« out of it; that in a whiſper- he acknoprledg- 
ed that his -haying. written a threatening! letter to 


'the. proſecutrix was the caſſſe of his confinement, 


aud ſajd. Oh, Sir, it was the devil, the devil, the 
(putting his hand to his leg, 
% on which he had ſome time before received a 
« wound) that induced me to do it. It is true I 


dich write this letter, but it is the firſt fat I ever 


«, was guilty of. r A | 
Being called upon for his defence, the prifoner 
only ſaid that what Mr. Day had related was truth; 
and upon the court aſking Rim whether he had any 


X N appear on behalf of his character, he ſaid, 
mY God and the gentleman.” “ FER 
„The jury; pronounced him guilty of the indiét- 
v4 he feceived judgment of death. The jury 
roſecytrix bumbly.. recommended the pri- 
(ut his Maje. s Mercy, which he received. 
I the wn lid not denounge very ſevere puniſh- 
ment againſt offenders convicted of writing threat- 
ening letters; neither life nor property would be 
any. longer fecure. onner's caſe was remarkable: 
there was great reaſon to ſuppoſe; that, notwith= = 
ſtanding the. xiolent threats in the letter, he would 


refuſed her compliatice, and declined purſuing mea- 
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| 'bour under the inſirmity of natural odün: M 

theſe confiderations alone he was ren © 
mercy. 
In caſes of forgery the puniſhment i the firms, . 
whether à fraud is or is not actually committed, the 
fact of forgery being ſufficient to prove a fraudu- 
lent intention, and to conſtitute a breach of the 
law; and this doctrine holds good with regard to 
chreatening letters. 

Let it not be ſuppoſed that robberies may be 
committed with impunity by means of chreatenihg 
letters, the writers of which are equally liable to an 
ignominious death with the perpetrators of the 


moſt deſperate crimes of wich * nature is 
2 


— * — * | 
Narrative of the fingular Cake of 2 Moor, 
who was tried for a Rape, and acquitted. 


N Wedneſday the 2d of December, 1978, 
O Sarah Bethell I charged Robert Moody, a water- 
man, W raviſhing her in his boat, on his paſſage 
between Queenhith and Wandſworth, between ſeven 
and eight o'clock in the evening of the roth of Nos. 
vember preceding. 

Though the evidence given on chi occafion as 
Bow-ſtreet did not ſeem by any means concluſive 
againſt the priſoner, yet, as Mrs. Bethell ſwore 
poſitively to the perpetration of the fact, the ma- 

giſtrates thought themſelves in duty bound to com- 
mit the priſoner for trial. 

At the ſeſſions beld at the Old Bailey in Decem- 
ber, » 1778, Robert _— Was indifted for raviſh· 


ing 
* This 2 is * of Wik 
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now left alone. ng Mood: 


bridge, Moody ſaid, 


| t a » - 
e wiſe. of, Wikigm: Babel), 4 gain 


ug... {= 
The proſecutrix sse that, having spe a n 
the; where ſhe 


day in London, ſhe went to 
he priſauer, wham ſhe: bad: known for ſome 


ſawit 
— that ſhe went with him into. the boat, toge-: 
ther with the beadle of Fulham, who: finding S. 
weather: cold; landed at Weſtminſter bridge, and 
faid he would go by the ſtage; that ſhe being: 
be ſtopped at the 
Spread · eagle at Mill-bank, here they —— ſome 
gin · hot together; that they; aga in at the 
King's:head.at Chelſea, — the priſoner had a 
aer beer, but ſhe did not drink with him; that 

was perfectly ſober when they again got into 
the boat, _—_ juſt before they got to_Batterſea- 
„ Mrs. Bethell, give us a 
0 ſong g which dhe declined. to doz 44-5 Was 


not ſo light-hearted. . 


Being afked what ſhe meant by light-hearted, ſhe- 
ſaid that her huſband had been out of his mind; 
and diſcharged as jncurable from a madhouſ, which 


cireumſtance diſturbed her mind.” She depoſed that, 
on her refuſing to ſing, he ſwore, «6 if ſhe could not a 


« fing, ſhe ſhould do the other thing,“ and that 


- having pulled her down from the ſtern” to the bot- 
tom of the boar, he ſaid if ſhe mentidned his name, 


of ſcreamed out, he would throw her over. She 5 


farther depoſed, that ſhe made all poſible reſiſt⸗ 


ance, notwithſtanding which, he perpetrated the 


deed. for which he was' indifted, 250 that duting * 


ber ſtruggle; he received: a bruiſe” on her ſhoulder. 


Ly Tad @F WHY 8 Deen e * £ 4 ww ve 


fullyonrinced of the innocence of an accuſed party, yet the 


iſtrate is bound to commit, if the accuſer poſitively ſwears 
10. the charge, Hence we, may learn. how facred 1 5 * & 


is warn Ld , . 


we is 6.4 Ld S 2 45 
- 


dps "She 


„ mind being 


any farther violence; and that ſhe went directly to 


e 
Sbe don threatened (aci 
count) to 


to her own 40 
expoſe him; but he ſwore. © he did not 


expoſed.” After this the ſaid he 
rowed quietly to Wandſworth, without offering 


the houſe of her brother, Mr. Firmage, and relied 
to his wife what had paſſed. 

Mary Firmage depoſed, that ſhe came to her 
houſe about half an 2 after ſeven at night, and 
appeared to have been very much tumbled and 

— 5 about; and ſeemed to be much agitated in 


her mind. The husband being in the ſhop, Mrs. 


Firmage took her ſiſter- in- law into another room, 
and aſked her what was the matter; to which ſhe 
replied, that ſhe had been uſed very ill by Robert 


Moody, who had committed a rape on her. 


John Firmage; the father of Sarah Bethell, de- 
poſed, that he was ſent for to his daughter, who 
ſaid that Moody had uſed her very ill; on which 
this deponent aid, he would make him ſuffer for 
it, and he ſhould have what the law directed: 
that on the following day, as he was going by his 
ſon's houſe, Moody came our, and faid, ©* for God's 
«fake, have compaſſion upon me! conkider my wife 
e and children.” 

Mer. Firmage and his daughter went to the Ro- 
tation-office in the Borough; but finding they had 


made application. at an improper place, as the of- 


fence was preſumed to have been committed on the 
Chelſea. fide of the river, they went to Sir John 
Fielding's, where they obtained a warrant ; but 
this warrant was not ſerved till the 25th of the 
month, in compaſſion, as was alledged, to the ſitu- 


ation of the priſoner's *. who lay - in at oh 
time. 
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- thtal innocence of the fact; 
-fintated. tha he had \ibſconde3; in feat” öf 
apprehended, he faid he knew be had note of: 


good as ſome may bez ſne is very v 
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1 
Ahe Jake; by way * Gf — hi 
and, as' it td Been in⸗ 
being 


nded. $776 
T On behalf 8. the pier Marcha Harrbta was' 
ſworn, who gave a whimſical kind of evidence. She 
depoſed,” that Mrs. Firmage told her Bob Moody 
hat committed a rape on Mrs. Bethell. Mrs. Rar. 


rold expreſſed her doubt of the fact, as they got 


twice out of the boat to drink: however, ſhe went to 


Mrs. Firmage's, where ſhe faid, to uſe her on 


words, * bow do you do now, after your merry- 

* bout?“ Being aſked what was Mrs. Bethell's be- 
hayiour,. ſhe ſaid, * ſhe is a very jokeus merry wo- 
man, and not quite ſo ne 2 as Whine might be:“ 
and that ſhe had ſeen the hands of James Nicholls 
down her boſom. Being aſked if ſhe believed Mrs. 


Bethell to be a virtuous, modeſt woman; ſhe replied, 


« ] cannot pretend to fay whether the is of — I 
can only ſay, according to my belief, ſhe'is not ſo 
ar in her 
« ſpeech.“ To this the court anſwered, her ber. 
0 haviour does not appear to be ſo vulgat as your 


4 own.” 2 9 


Being aſked, on her croſs examination, if he 
hoop: it proper for a woman of decency to 'alk 
another how' ſhe did after this merry: baut, and 
* whether ſhe thought a rape was a merry-bout ; * 
ter anſwer - was, * ſheis a Joktus woman—T only 
T4 thought it a joke.” 

Elizabeth Wills, of the King's-head at Chelfes, 
 -Gepoled; that the proſecutrix and priſoner had 
rank together at her houſe; and appeared to be 
of very good terms; and that when they quitted 
the houſe they went out arm in arm; and on their 


2 0 leaving 


* 315 "y 
leaving the tap- room, . men withed them <<. 


lack, dete they faw them very ſociable toge- 
ther. This witneſs farther: depoſed as follows : 


He (the priſoner) called at our houſe on the 


« Friday after the rape was committed; he aſked 
« me if I recollected his calling there on the Tueſ- 
* day? I ſaid, I did. He had a man went in his 
* boat from our houſe that night.“ 

A waterman being ſworn, depoſed, that be was 
on the water on the evening of the preſumed- rape : 
that Moody came within four or five boats length 
of him, and was very merry and ſinging :—that he 
did not hear any body ſcream out or make a noiſe; 


and that if there had been any noiſe, he muſt have 


heard it. He faid that when he firſt ſaw Moody, 
he was rowing, and ſomebody was fitting upright 
at his backboard, but he could not tell whether it 
was a man or a woman. 

William Pike, a waterman, gave the following 
evidence :—that he was putting his boat right when 
the proſecutrix and priſoner got into their boat 
from the King's-head : that he (this deponent) ſtaid 


at the water - ſide five or fix minutes; that he did not 


hear a ſcreaming, outcry, or any noiſe, made by-a 
woman ;—and that the wind was in his favour to 
have heard any noiſe. L 


Mrs. Bethell landing with the prifoner on the night 
when the offence was alledged to have been com- 
mitted. This witneſs ſwore, that he handed the 
proſecutrix out of the boat, and that ſhe aſked 
Moody if he would have any thing to drink'? To 


which he anſwered, © no more to night, thank 


% you.” They parted immediately, after they had 


7. mutually kiſſed each other; and ſhe {aid, ** God þleſs 
you, good night.” The counſel for the prolecu- 
cution 


882 


John Ingram, a youth of ſixteen, remembered 
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eutlon aſked Ingram, if it was not a dark night? 
He owned that it was, but there was light enough | 
from rhe public houſe to enable him 2 the par- 
ties. John Carter, maſter to the laſt witneſs, gave 
him an excellent character, ſaying be had never 
known him guilty of telling a lye, 

The following perfons appeared to the priſoner's 
eharacter. Eliaabeth Benſon had known him eight 
or nine years; had been in his boat late and early, 
and had never ſeen any thing amiſs of him in her 
life: ſhe had been after dark with him from Lon- 
don to Wandſworth, and averred that he was a 
ſober, honeſt man, who did his beſt to maintain, 
his family. 
Mrs. Keneick, who lived next door to . had 
known him nine years, bad been with him early 
and late by land and water, and depoſed, that he 
bore an extraordinary good character. 
Martha Leech had known him cighteen years: 
ſhe faid ſhe had gone hundreds of times in his boat, 
at all hours, by night and by day ; that he had 
never behaved immodeſtly to her in his life; and 
that he was an honeſt, civil man. 

Eſther Davis, who was only twenty-eight years 
of age, had known him eighteen years ; had gone 
with him moriing, noon, and evening, when he 
bad always bebaved with the greateſt civility, and 
was an * induſtrious, ſober man. | 
_ "Theſe teſtimonies of the women were confirmed 
by John Hodges, who had known him ſeven years; 
Ambroſe Nofwell, twenty-faur; and Thomas Ed- 


mods, fourteen; the latter of whom ſaid, that he 


had a very good character, that he was willing to 


e care of bis family, apd be concluded by fu. 
— N 


ing * an indulgent husbanqͥ; aid as fend 
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father as can be.” - 
After the evidence that has been recited, it is 


not to be wondered that the Jury brought in a ver- 


dict that the priſoner was Not Guilty. 
We have been the more particular in the re- 


counting of this trial, becauſe we think the acquits 2 


tal of Moody does honour to his Jury. It is — 
leſs to ſay that Juries ſhould always take the fa- 
vourable ſide of the queſtion, where there is any 
doubt of the guilt of the accuſed party. It is to 
the credit of our Engliſh Juries, that this i is gene- 
rally the caſe. 

We do not mean, on this occaſion, to aſſert that 
the proſecutrix was perjured ; but ſurely the evi- 
dence brought to criminate the priſoner was inſuf- 
ficient to ſatisfy the mind of any reaſonable man. 

In caſes of rape particular caution ought to be 
uſed by thoſe who are to be judges of the fact. A 
rape is one of the moſt atrocious of crimes, and one 
of the moſt difficult to be proved, as the proof of it 
muſt generally depend on the fingle teſtimony of 
the party ſuppoſed to be injured. _ 

The violation of the will conſtitutes the * 
of the crime; for the perſonal injury is nothing. 
compared wirh the idea of a man's aſſuming the 
Baſhaw, and ſaying that a woman ſhall be a flave 


to his luſt, 


In the courſe of this eh we have hitherto con» 
cluded each trial with a ſerious remark : We ſhall 
finiſh this with an anecdote. , 

In the reign of Queen Anne, a man * was appre- 
. tried, and convicted, for Om a rape 


* The name of the — is not mentioned rn 
ec ount, or we ſhould have given the trial in this work. | 
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on a common woman of the town. Great intercef- 


fon was inade 70 ſave the convict, on account of 
the character, and fituation in life, of the woman. 
At this Juvcture - Dean Swift happened to be in 


England, and was in-bigh favour with the miniſtry, 


In a letter to a friend in Ireland the Dean relates 


{me of the particulars of the caſe, and ſays, © ſhall 
© a woman be raviſhed becauſe ſhe is a whore? 
% No, no, I'll take care of | that ;—the fellow ſhall 
* be hanged, if I have any intereſt with the people 


in power:” and we are told that the man wag 
hapged accordingly. 


Particulars of the Trial of Joszyn RELPH, who was 
 Indifted for. Murder, and found guilty of Man- 
laughter. | 1 | 


T the ſeffions held at the Old Bailey, in De- 
A cember, 1778, Joſeph Relph, mariner, was 
ndifed for the wilful murder of Andrew Schultz, 
on the 26th of November preceding ; ; and he like- 
wiſe ſtood charged on the coroner's inquiſition, for 


. feloniouſly killing and flaying the faid Andrew. 


The priſoner was employed in the impreſs ſer- 


vice, and the following is the ſtate of the evidence 
adduced on the trial.— John Clear ſwore, that he 
was a headle of Wapping ; that Mr. James Stew- 

art, 


tallow-chandler, called him from the Maſon's 
and told a man was murdered: that he 


lod 


"went to the ſign of the Gibraltar, where he found 
the priſoner leaning down in a box, having the fin- 


gers of his left hand, whieh- were bloody, tied in a 
handkerchief: that on chis een s alking what 


* . x | | 955 was 


* 
; ) | 
F * 
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en matter, Relph ſaidd he had bech ſod Il, 
añd cut to pieces; chat he went with hin quickly e ny 

the Round-honſe, and the next day — a magiſ- 
| trate, who committed him to New priſon. 


2 


John Hageman d d, that he was a ſervant to 
. Mr. Compton, ſugar-b , in Brewer's-lane; there 
were five of his companions, all of whom were 


hey were all 
on the foot-pavement, and the deceaſed was run- 
ning before him: that he ſaw a woman with 2 
lantern in her hand eroffing the way, and à giel 
about eight years old with her; and that Hard- 
wicke (one of the dan * up the Woman: s 
peticoats behind, - - 
The counſel 'now interpoſed, and ſaid he ſhoula - 
prove that the. woman and child were the hae 
daughter of the priſone. "Is 
— roceeded, and faid that the en 
having walked a hundred yards, the priſoner -over- 
took them; on which his wife pointed to Hard- 


wicke, and ſaid © This i is the young man that laid 


going home to Mr. Compton's; that t 


bold of my gown.“ The priſoner cruſſed o 
Hard wicke, and aſked him what buſineſs he had to 
MW meddle with the woman's gown.. Hardwieke made ; 


no reply; and one Kello coming up at the junQure, 
ſaid to the lieutenant, (Relph) Sir, 2 
| © priſoner, and will go with you where vouf like. 
Ts evidence farther depoſed, that the lieutenant 
E Hardwicke 26 A the neck, and pales his hat 
0 
John Kello was now ſworn; but not beiter 
fect in the Engliſh language, & i interpreter Was 
d 
ſworn to deliver his evidence, Which was to. the 
following effect: that Andrew Schultz was one of 1 
the party, returning with his fellow-ſervants to 
Mr. mn that he himſelf was ſober, hut I 
z 4 | . = 
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 _dvbted if Hardwicke was not ſomewhat in liquor! 
that he did not ſee the priſoner. till he eame and | 
put a havger to his breaft ; on which this deponent 
acknowledged himſelf his-prifoner, and conſented = 
to go where he pleaſed ; but that he thruſt the 
hanger: through his cloatfis, and lightly wounded 
kim in the breaſt.  _ $7 
When this deponent felt the ſword hurt him, he 
jumped aſide; and then Schultz ſaid . You had 
70 better put your {word by.“ After ſome firug= 
ing Kello took the hanger from che lieutenant, 
but did not obſerve whether Schultz was wounded 
or not; that the priſoner went to 2 public-houſe, 
and afterwards heard that Schultz was wounded; 
and that the lieutenant was cut in the hand. 
Frederick Hardwicke, being ſworn, acknowledged 
- that he had touched the bottom of the woman's 
don as he was paſſiug her; owned he was a little 
_. difpuiſed in liquor, and that, after he had touched 
the woman's gown; he received a blow from be- 
bind on his neck, and his hat fell off; but he could 
not tell by whom the blow was given. When he 
recovered himſelf, and got to his companions, he 
obſerved that Schultz was wonnded, and that the 
_Heatetiant was going to the public houſe with a 
drawn hänger in his hand; he followed him, and 
aid there two minutes: he obſerved that the lieu · 
tenant's hand was bloody, and immediately went 
Sarah Hoſkins, an oyſter woman, wife of Wil- 
una Hoſkins of Bell- dock, ſaw four young men in 
_ «the highway, and obſerved the lieutenant collar 
_ Hardwicke, andlikewiſe ſaw a woman on the other 
— fide ofthe way, whom ſhe heard fay you dirty 
* fellow, how dare you meddle with my gown ?” 
or petticoat, the deponent could not be ſure * 
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Her huſband, the AM ef then came up, 1 Gd 


\ houſe doot, till | they 


_ tenant's Wife was hatig! ing 9 195954 his 


is + 


« My dear, What i is the matter? to which ſhe re- 


plied, the 14 fellow has deen pulling my 2 
«. pown,? br words to that putpoſẽ. 


Mrs 5 then 24 the gene | collar | 
Frederick Hardwicke, ard fay If. you dor't- go 
66: along with me, I will draw my ſword. and | ſtab, 
« you.” They then ſtruggled from the Bell nh 


ſhop; at the diſtance of vine or ten yards,,.. In 


mean time one of the men, who had a ſtick, * | 
lieutenant on the back while Hardmicke 2nd he 
were ſtruggling. During g this. .commation the ien · 


in the 
Sbnene did not Ek 7 85 
drawng only heard tlie threat that it ſhould be done: 


nor did the know whether, the ſword-. * drawn, 
before or after the lieutthant was ſtruck... | 
About five or fix minutes after the Ventenant was 
ſtruck with the ſtick, the heard ſomebody cry outs 
« Stop him, ſto p bim, the young man is dead in 


hi ghway;. but this de 


. & the Ito-thoy.” The heutenant then Put into 


the ale: houſ | 
This he cabins of the evidence ; and the- 
jadge then faid t6 the counſel for the priſoner, 
'* Do you mean to make this leſs than manſlaugh- 
« tet q To which the counſel replied in the fol | 
lowing words: No, my lord, we cannot make it 
„ lefs than manſlaughter. The lieutenaut was 
„ uſed very ill while his wife was hanging round 
his neck to prevent any further fighting, She; 
« was'cut a-croſs her neck, and the Ijeutenant had 


bis Hand and his cbat cur in two places, and was 


4 beat all over his arm and ſhoulders.” , 
The court now-obſerving that, if the jury were 
ſatisfied, nothing farther need be heard, bur if not 
Vol. V. * they 
49 a . . 


3 2. an arched s 


+ lg. ws 


* murder, but gui 

7 "which he was branded and diſcharged. - 
| victed of murder; and we have the rather inſerted 
his tr 


quarrels in the ftreets, Which can never <7 attend- 
ed with any good 


| wig what is called a lieutenant of 2 Bs prefs-g 


: fore us which tends to prove any inſolence on _ > 


1 
they would proceed ; * 1 


gt My, lord; we: 
and jury i afterwards rds they I 
a verdift that the N was * Not guilty of tha a 


Ity of manſlaughter only z” ons! q 


We ſce that, in the inſtance before ns, x life had: 1 
„Jet the party accuſed could: not be con- 


ial, to caution 


people to avoid occaſional *: 


good conf; equences, and are frequently | 
produRtive of rde moſt tal. [6 


In the preſent 'cafe we God that the accuſed: party: 4 
ang; 3. that | 


The cuſ- 
ing, . Ik 5 "Des, and, 


1 che privicig al ſava ge amo 
bf" Hi 15 


— debate till they! are hoarſe, is incompatible 
with ey 


ery idea we can frame of the natural right 
to that freedom which God has beſtowed equally 


on us all; and which, from the very nature of the 
donation, it ä to de e man's duty 40. 


ſupport. | 2 


© There is tbthidy very diener! in 2 caſe bs 


LT 


of the Heutenant; but theſe volumes are —7 
ng to a coneluſion, and we could not think po 
a period to them, without entering dur proteſt 


againſt a practiee which oppoſes every ſentiment 
of humanity, and 1 againſt all the figer feel- 


ings of the ſou]. 4 ot 
What! becauſe 2 man has ſerred his. country» 
faithfully for 4 ſeries of years by ſea, and has at? 
3 retired in the fond hope of enjoying the 
. ſweets of domeſtic felicity, ſhall he be dragg ed 
from the fond wife, and the belpleſs innocents, 
* he wiſhes not again. to tempt the anger 49 
| 1 | * 
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| 32 3 J 3 
the ſeas? * common honeſty, loin ſenſe, 
humanity, and even law, reprobate the Bes 4 g 
We have had of late two or three inſtances of 
freemen of London being impreſſed; but they 


wy | 


have been diſcharged : the hardieft, the moſt. cal- 
lous of our lawyers dare not bring the matter to a 
legal iſſue: they know that ſound ſenſe and the 


— of the realm are againſt the practice; they 
therefore fly from the ſubject, and, like the Par- 
thians, conquer in retreat. 

Setting aſide all moral conſiderations, and per- 
mitting even humanity to ſleep on this ſubject, 
ſound policy forbids this infernal practice. The 
Britiſh tars are full free to ſerve their country. 


| Let proper bounties be offered, let proper en- 


couragements be held forth, and the navy will 
never want a man. It will be {aid that the giving 
high bounties to failors will occaſion an increaſe of 
thoſe taxes which are already nearly inſupportable. 
No doubt but our taxes are very burthenſome z 
but let our penſioners be reduced in number and in 
pay, and we ſhall not want a ſum to reward our 
daring ſailors. Bekdes, the bounties given to theſe 
men, politically conſidered, coſt nothing. Every 
man knows that a ſcaman carries nothing abroad 


with him but his jacket, his trowſers, and his va- 


jour. He ſpends his bounty-money where he re- 

ceives it ; and the caſh circulates among thoſe who 

gave it. | . 
Let BarrisEH GENEROSITY vie with BRrrisk 


VALOUR, and we may bid DEFIANCE to the 
WORLD | 


Tt: +: 
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Account of the Trial of Hexzy BAII, Txwomas 
2 , OsbonxE, and Wirtran-Hilspos, for. a Bur- 
glary in an unhabited Houſe at Hendon in Mid- 
Aleſex, whence they ſtole a Quantity of Houſe- 
- Hold Furniture, Tome Linen, Wearing Apparel, 


and other Articles, the Property of Baxjaniy 


ERL in the month of November, 1778, 
L Mr. Wood and his family moved from Hen- 
don to his houſe in town, for the winter ſeaſon. 
About two.o'clock in the morning of the 18th of 
D=-mber, John Fuller, a watchman at Hampſtead, 
obſerved a cart paſſing through that town heavily 
laden, and attended by two men on horſeback ; 
and, ſtepping into the road, he aſked, what was in 
the cart? To which no anſwer was given; but the 
huorſe being whipped, the cart was driven againſt 
the corner of a broker's ſhop, and overturned ; 
when the horſemen rode off -at full ſpeed. Ball then 
came up, and being queſtioned by Fuller, denied 
that he' belonged to the cart, and ſtruck him with 
his fiſt on the neck; whereupon Fuller drew a 
hanger, threatening to put him to inſtant death, if 
he attempted any further reſiſtance. Ball. having 
ſurrendered, Fuller delivered him into the charge 
of two conſtables ; and then went to the cart, and 
gave that and the goods it contained and the horſes 
into the cuſtody of a conſtable, named Muddocks, 
who had juſt found a man's hat in the road, which 
was ſuppoſed to have been loſt by one of the pri- 
| Joner's accomplices. | 
About noon Mr. Wood received information that 
his houſe at Hendon had been broke open and 
robbed; and Mrs. Wood immediately ſet out to 
examine what loſs was ſuſtained. She fqund that 


the 


af 


had 1 while t 
of 


the pick-locks, and found that one of them would 


and that they fitred the marks in the door and other 


don, and bond chat the keys exaſtly fitted the 


ITY 


the houſe was almoſt intirely ſtripped of the. he fol | 


ture; that the cellar had been broke o 
liquor of different ſorts ſtolen, and from — rum 


being left in a tea · cup, ſhe ſuppoſed the robbers _ 


hey were in the houſe. 
On the trial of the above offenders, Simon Ed- 


wards ſwore, that he ſearched Ball ** after his 
apprehenſion, and found in his poſſeſſion an iron 


crow, a chiſſel, three common keys, and a number 
pick- lock keys, 


| Joon Muddocks depoſed, that he had tried the > 


three keys taken from Ball, and found them e- 
actly to fit the locks to which Mrs. Wood had in- 


formed him they belonged ; and that he had tried 


open the lock of the front door. This witneſs fur- 
ther ſaid, that he tried the chiſſel and the crow, 


parts of the houſe that were broken; that it ap- 
peared as if the villains had entered by the front 
— and broke open the back door, for the pur- 
poſe of moving the goods with the greater ſecrecy ; 
and that he had traced the marks made by a cart 
and one horſe from the back-door into the road. 
Dennis M*Donnald ſwore, that in con 


2 an information exhibited before the bench of - 


giſtrates fitting at the Rotation-office in Litch- 
field street, he went to the houſe of a Mr. Davis in 


Fetter - lane, and in a room on the ſecond floor found 
Osborne and Hilſdon lying on a bed in their 


cloaths, and that their ſhoes were intirely covered 4 


with country dirt; that he found a towel with Mrs. 


Wood's mark on it lying upon the bed, and took 
two 28 from Hilſdon, who was attempting to 
throw them away, and the next day went to Hen- 


: 


ener a 


L 3261 


locks belonging to. the two cloſets in Mr. Wood's 
fore patlour ; that he found an iron crow conceal- 
ed in the chimney; and that Davis's wife told him 
Osborne and Hilſdon came in about five o'clock in 
the morning. Charles Grubb and James Hide con- 
firmed the evidence of M Donald; and Grubb pro- 
duced the iron crow and the towel which latter 
Mrs. Wood ſwore to be her property. 

Thomas Boyce depoſed, that on his way to Lon- 
don he ſtopp ext at Hampſtead, and heard a report, 
that a po had been committed ; that when 
he reached Bartle-bridge, he obſeryed a man walk- 
ing in the road without a hat, and having a hand- 
kerchief tied upon his head, and remarked his per- 
ſon very particularly, as he entertained a ſuſpicion of 
him from the circumſtance of his being without a 
hat at that ſevere ſeaſon of the year, and the re- 
collection that a hat had been je on the road at 
Hampſtead by one of the ſuppoſed robbers. Boyce 
ſaid he could not poſitively ſwear to the perſon of 
Hilſdon, but believed him to be the man he had ſeen 
without a hat at Battle- bridge. 

John Fletcher, clerk in the oublic-office i in Litch- 
field · ſtreet, being ſworn, ſaid, that when Ball was 
noun before che magiſtracy for examination, he 

eſted to be an evidence for the crown, which 
being refuſed, on account of the notoriety of his 
character, he voluntarily acknowledged his guilt, 


and mentioned the parties who were concerned with 


himin the robbery, in conſequence of which officers 
were diſpatched to Davis's houſe in order to appre- 
hend them. f 
| Boyce was called a ſecond time, and queſtioned 

as to the dreſs of the man be had mentioned ſeeing 


nat * and he deſcribed him as being 
| drefied 


ſome conſultation, the jury declared the 


S poſi 


© 327 Þ 


ſwore, that the deſcription given by Boyce exactly 
correſponded with the ap of a * — | 
time of bf his being r 5 
Mary Davis appeared on behalf of Hilſdon, Wk 
tively denied having told M'Donald, Grubb, 
and Hide, that Osborne and Hilſdon came to ber 
houſe about five in the morning of the 18th of De- 
cember, but ſwore that ſhe let Hilſdon in about 
eight o clock in the evening of the 15th; that he 
went up to his own apartment, and that ſhe faw 
him no more till about ſix the next evening, ſoon 
aſter which the officers came to apprehend him. 
Richard Davis ſaid Hilſdon had lodged i in'his houſe 
about a year and three quarters, and that he had 
always believed him to be an honeſt man. William 
Hall and Joſeph Loe alſo gave him à good cha- 
racter; and Loe ſwore that Osborne deelared to 
him in the priſon, that Hilſdon was not concerned 
in the burglary at Hendon. Mr. Lay; maſter of a 
coal-wharf, ſaid, he had employed Hilſden -as a 
carman twelve years, during which time he had 
ated as an honeſt, ſober, and induſtrious man, and 
that he had confidered him as a very valuable ſer- 
vant ; adding that he was in his buſineſs on the 
17th, but not on the 18th of December. After 
priſoners - 
to ba guilty, and they received ſentence of death. 
Henry Ball and Thomas Osborne were executed 


at Ty burn on Friday the gih of February, 1779 5. 


Ball was one of the villains concerned in "the | 
daring robbery at Mr. Clewen's at Finchley ; his 
character had been 1 notorious as a houſe- 


p ; 4 6 4 
5 as 1 3 1 
— — — — 
; 1 y * 
: — ” 
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* Bube Was no; 


breaker, 


dreſſed in a failor's' jacket much worn.” Grubd 55 | 


ted an evidente for the crown ; he was a man of a' 


| « deſtined ta be ſuf 


mankind, who, in order to 
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| breaker, and he had been more than once admit 


remarkably ſtout make, and of an active ſpirit in 
exploits of villainy, where the danger did not ſeem 


great bat his companions frequently upbraided 
im 


which he appeared to be affected when he ſuppo- 
ſed the 2 of juſtice to be in ſearch of him. 


before his execution he told a man of his acquaint - 
ance, that he 


* chat he did not believe the hemp was then 
that was to form the rope by which his body was 


pended.” 


nges the laws inftituted for the 
P_ of ſoci 


regulation and 
ety ? He declares war againſt 


ſafety, unite in a common intereſt to expel him that 


community of which he has rendered himſelf a dan- 


gerous and diforacefull member. H we had no de- 
ſires to ſatisfy, we ſhould have no motive to activi- 


ty ; and a perpetual ſupineneſs and want of vari- 


ety would render life inſupportably tedious. If 


gratification is obtained by unjuſtifiable means, it 
muſt be ſlight and — for the pains of a 
wounded — will admit of no intermiſſion 
in che hours of folitude, and in thoſe of hilarity 


they will only ſubſide to return with aggravating 
ignancy. 


6 and che eternal 2 of which be is the ſource * 
4 « hen 


cowardice, on account of the terror by; # 


Osborne had alſo been concerned in a great num- 
ber of daring robberies, and was conſidered as a” 
molt dangerous nuiſance to ſociety. A few days 


expected to die at the gallowa; but 


8 felicity can that man promiſe himſelf who - 
infri 


provide for their own 


Let us teach ourſelves to think with 
the excellent Rouſſeau: When delivered from 


the illuſions of our bodies and fenſes, we ſhall 
enjoy the contemplation of the Supreme Being, 
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'E -ibſert Anden ene Fe b _ 
{-»Waggonschas become ſo — within” 
the — — reinder it neceſfary ſot the 
legiſlature to intei toe provide a more. eſfeſtual 
punithmenor: for a crime vhich has: incrtaſed to a 
moſt alarmingi magnitude, ànd which rendetstic: 
unſafe for our traders ta truſt their * was. 
common matle: of convexancey ::1 - 5 

At the ſeſſions held at che. Old Builey in Decen « 
ber; 177 82 William Coqper and Phomas L. 2 
ling · ſodenty pounds weig be 
of raw ſilk. value ſeſ eniy ppunds, the propetty. Lol * 


Edward Hetritt, on thööfirſt. of the: ſams menh.2: 


-! Robertoſoblin,; bookakeeper at the Whicezhorſe' 
Inn, -Cripplegare,! depoſed; that or the goth of 
November, dne r to Mr. Hewig, a:filk- 
mercer ia Wood etz ee our or home 


Vor. Vs: * U u 00 7 * 9 to 
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Fw od ar Paiſley. 
Willizm Stocker, 3 man to Mr. Hewit, 


proved the - packing up five boxes to go by the 
Newcaſtle waggon , , 2 to the 
inn, directed as e ding wit-. 
neſs. The book-keeper —— to I. Bee Stocker the 


following day, and told. him that the waggon was 


robbed of one of the boxes, and deſired him to at- 
tend at Bow-ſtreet, where two men and a woman 
were in cuſtody, on whom had been found a quan- 

tity: of ſilk. Mr. Stocker: went ; accordingly, and 
ſaw a bor, t the diceftion of which he could po- 
ſitively ſwear. He likewiſe obſeryed à mark on the 
 filk, which the dyers put on to diſtinguiſh one per- 
fen il from that of another 1 and hie ſaid kh 

Brow of the filk;produced at Sir John Fieldin 
2 — — for 5 | 


4004b. weight of ſuch fill as that uced 
on the trial. He farther —— 
rally impaſſible wo fwear to ilk after it wan Out of 
bis hands, unlefs/ it had his private mark on it; that 
be went with Mr. Stocker. to the Brown Bear in 
| Bows-ſtrect, oppoſite:Sir; John Fielding, where he 
was. hen the ſilk, the whole of which he looked 
through, and found two, and only two, of his pri 
_ fate marks. Before he looked at this fill he ſhewed 


le. — — — ————————— 
— 


- *'Fjom this evidence, _ compared with the former, it mould 
dem ab if the Newcaſtle vaggon went to Glaſgow, or thas 
— ao 5 


7 
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2 | t . 1 
the Geena che mark which ſhould: be'omde;,v If R 


was the ſame that he dyed for Mr. Hewi, Hig cuf- 
tom was" d tie a kind. of knot to diſtin- 
guiſh,one man's filk from that of avother ; and he 
fad, that as far as any private mark could identi 
any property, he could ſwear that the ſilk in qu 
tion was the property of Mr. Hewitt. 

| The court, obſerving that he had only found wo N 
marles on the filk, aſked Mr. Durant how many there 
-_ to have been? To which he 
ng words; I do not know that it ought to 
8 Ha we ſeldom put more than two marks 
« if it is 70 lb. weight; we divide certain quanti- 
2 nes into certain parcels ; we ſeldom put leſs than 


+ and vhirty ; we put a mark upon each; there- 
fore, I apprehend, this could have but two marks 
upon it. We often boil forty men's filk roge- 
«© ther; we have a different mark for every man's 
6 blk. This mark has been Mr. Hewic's x as long 
* as 1 have been in this Ways which-is ten years 
« and upwards. | 

William Lee depoſed, that he was 2 watchman 
in Kingſland road; that between eight and nine at 
night he ſaw the two priſoners and anothen man 
following the Newcaſtle wa - that they were 
at the diſtance of about four lamps from the wag- 
gon ; that he had ſome ſuſpicion bam; that the 
porter went out of London à little way. with the 
waggon, and when he returned he teld him of theſe 
men 1 the Waggon- On the following 


morning the waggoner a ainted him with the 
robbery, — alked him 10 ſhew him where We per: 
ties lived. 


Lee being aſked.if hee: the parties, pied 
2 that he bad them got 


replied in the fol- | 


* 391d. in a parcel, ſometimes five, fix, or ſeven _ 
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D 
ight. vn rheirt retun, at tur CD oper bad a 
= Hhight>*! This deponcatt !'wenr”':with the 
waggoftitea0a houſe ar: Hoxton, whete they found 
the priſoners, and another man, who got» away 
from chem: he ſaid chat he ſecured Cocper, hl 
his companion took Lewington into cuſtody; and 


on ſearching their room the 0 bags of _ were 


found. EAT „ 10h 


George Searion; one of Sir John Fielding < men, 
cepoſed, that he was preſent when the room was en- 
teted, and Ledington was found aſlecp vrith his head 
on the table; and that he obſerved a trunk, the lock 
of which was taken off; that the potter opened 
the trunk, and faid there was ſame of the property. 
This deponenr going into another rom, faw Cooper 
and Woedey (a ſuppoſed accomplice) both . 
with their cloaths on: Woody was on the bed, and 
Odoper ot the ground with: ſome of the property 
under him. Lewingrot roſe up; and was feized, 
but Woody: flipped aſide, an, — his -Eleape. 
Stuxton?ſaid;” that the watchman ſeized Cooper as 
he was going down ſtairs. A conſtable was Tent 
for; the room was ſearched; and two bags of ſilk, 
and other things were found? Ihis deponent ſwore 
to the bags, ich any ey Tater out of bis cuſ- 
tod 7. 

. John Read depoſed, He ne- Was: theildriver of 
the Newcaſtle waggon, and that when her eme to 
Hertford, about ſeven o'clock in the morbing, he 
found that the ropes had been cut, that the ſheet 
was rent to the length of about à fopt, and that he 
miſſed three boxes. Ie ſaid that an old gentle wo- 


mam, a paſſenger from the inn, was in the waggon 


all night, but that ſhe was at ſuch a diſtance, that 
the boxes might. eaſily. We vibes ous one ber 
ey" it. * | 
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Abe driver ſaying that he bad either walked * 
N by the waggon all ght, and that the ropes 

- were cut on the off-fide ® the jury aſked him if he 
had not ſtopped to drink? To which he replied that 
he had drank # pint, of beer at the Ship At Torren- 

. but had not ſtayed a minute. 

Cooper made an indifferent defence, and called 
four witneffes, who gave him a character; bur 
Lewington did not pretend to ſet up the flighreſ 
Juſtification of his conduct. 

The jury found a verdict of guilty; the priſoners 
were ſentenced to work three years at baHaſt-heav- 
ing, and they are now f undergoing the ſentence on 
| board the lighter off Woolwich. 
Perhaps if we had a law to make the oe of 
robbing a waggon equally capital with a common rob - 
bery on the highway, we mould have few inſtances 
of ſuch crimes being committed. As matters now 
«ſtand, not a week paſſes but we hear of robberies of 
| this kind : the dairy-man cannot fend his butter, 
nor the farmer and grazier their meat to market, Y 
but ſome lurking villains are on the road, ready to 
cut the ropes. The packages fall unknown to the 
driver, owing to the noiſe made by the horſes and 
carriage: ſome accomplices are behind with a light 
eart to pick up the goods thus dropped, and when 
| they have them | in poſſeſſion, they turn about, and 
go into London by ſome other road; ©” 
Within a few. months paſt, theſe villains have 
"gout a as far a as ten or a dozen 1 out Fw London, 
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thieves conſtantly cut the ropes on the oppoſite fi 
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| ventured on the 
on the ſtones of London. 
[| _. [It has been. known:that fifty 


and ſome countrymen. have loſt as much in a week 
as the profits of three months could not repay... 
We 3 chat dogs of particular breed may be 
ae to any duty. The docility of theſe ani- 
mals is amazing. Would it not be good policy in 
the owners: of waggons to have one ſtrong dog 
conſtantly in the carriage, and another walking 
under ir? The dogs would certainly diſcharge their 
duty, and the property would be ra There 


are hundreds of villains who will rob and plunder 


idea of encounter! 


We cannot. conclude 


- A Narrative of the Tas of Ggokck PEE 
-. RonzrT ELIIor, and Jonas Parker, who 
* were convicted, the two-firlt of ſtealing, and the 

| other of receiving Part of a leaden Coffin *. 


1 


; 1778, theſe men were indicted, * two for- 


e bene of weg wen arg inſerted a hide out of beit pro 
1012 order, at the requeſt of a ſubſcriber, who i ſent ps 


8 drawing for the print corrgipoucing therets. 
P Pounds 


— their felonies: but they have ſometimes 
early * n have er | 


proriſions have been thus ſtolen; ; in one. morning, 
rom waggons coming to Newgate-market only; 


their eee who would tremble at the 
theſe obſervations 7 — properly chan n by ſaying, 
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* the {effions held at the Old Bailey in April, | 


e a leaden Coffin, of three arte 
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pounds weight, value 5 C. the property of Wit 
liam — Aſton, Eſq; and Parker was _ 
for receiving fifty pounds weight of the lead, 
ue .5 5. knowing the ſame to have been Rolen. 
The fecond count + in the indictment laid the lead 
to be the property of the pariſhioners of Alderman- 
bury, and ftolen by Roach and Elliott; - 4nd the 
third count charged Jonas Parker with receiving it, 


being the property of the pariſhioners of Alder- 
manbury; well knowing it to have been ſtolen. 


Willam Thornton Aſton, Eſq; depoſed, that, on 


the firſt of January preceding, his brother was in- 
terred in a leaden coffin, in the church- of Alder- 
manbury; that the coffin was ſtolen our of the 


church, and was miſſed on the ſeventh of Marc. 


James Gould, who had been admitted an ei- 
dence, depoſed that Roach, Elliot, aud himſelf, 
vere journeymen carpenters, working under Mro 
Augurs in the repair of the church. He ſaid that 
on F riday the 6th of March he and Roach went 
into the vault, and unſcrewed all the ſcrews of} 
Mr. Thornton's coffin except two, after which they: 
returned to their work; and that, afterwards, 
. themſelves and Elliot agreed to work Arn on the! 

coffin. 2d DOT: 


On the Saturday wenn they went ts the 


them in, and deſired a board to be planed, Which 
was done by Gould. The accomplices then 
looſened the other Gam, and turned the coins 
bottom nen taking off the outſide coſſin, and 
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the juſtice of their ene 
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church, and about five o'clock a watchman followed 


ying Uferent cenntt in an indictment. This ſeems to be inn 
to prevent, by every poſſible method, villains eſcapiog 


leaving 
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lexiug only the ſhell. They then aut he leaden 
2 replacing the Dther co on! | 
the ſhelle l ferewed - it down again. iH 1414139997 1c? 
The trauſactions laſted them till mear eight 1 in. 
the morning, when they took the pieces of the cof - 
fin, and Having — 5 them under the childrens 
gallety, they conferred on felling. what they had 
ſtalen; 8 Elliott mentioned Parker, in Grubb· 
ſtreet, as a likely purchaſer. n. 
The lead being in two pieces, Gould put ane of 
them in a;bag, and took it away, and the other was 
put in / a baſket, and carried by one of the accom- 
pliers. When they got to q — Elliot 
betkoned Gould, and they went to à ſhop -where 
the oſſtited che lead to ſale, to a perſon who: refu- 
ſedhsorbe the purchaſer! They then went to Parker's, 
vo meũg hed rue lead, without aſking them any. 
| — ſajd. it was forty - two pounds, and paid 
them [thtee ſhillings and ſix-pence for it, being at 
the rate of penny a paund. When they were 
going away; with the enipty bag. Mr., Augurs's 
apprenticr came in and ſeized on Could, deſiring 
Parker; who, was à conſtable, to aſſiſt in convey- 
ing him ang Elliot to Mr. Augurs's. Parker ſaid 
Dou had better go. o your maſter, and try to 
3 *einake the matter up. They went, and were all 
E with the felony. . Parker, bid, 5: ire 
Yoiliem aJnetalt for it. * 
apud being aſked What he Underfiaod by that 
texmiafaiddhe did not exactly know what it meant 
2 rd it was a hint to attempt makingatheir 
n which they made a run for it (io uſe his 
8 and Parker ik viſe ran away; bur 
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"Job Brothetgus, apprentice to Mr. A 
tonfirmed fo much of the former teſtimony 2 
to bimſelf. He faid, that.. by —— — 
2 eight in the morning, he faw Roach. coming 
down Wood: ſtreet, with a baſket on his back, n 
that Roach ſeeing him, croſſed over the ſtreet. Pro- 
therous demanded what he had with him: be ſaid 
bis tools, and turned round, as if to prevent his 
looking in his baſket ; but lic did look in, and ſaw 
there — on which he ſeized Roach, and ſent 
for a conſtable to take him into cuſtody. This was 
the oecaſion of his going to the houſe of Parker, | 
whom he knew to be a conſtable. On his arrival 
at Parker's, he met with Gould and Elliot coming 
out- of the houſe with em pty ſacks, on. which be 
ſuppoſed they had fold ſomething there. | | 
He charged Parker with the priſoners ; but he 
ſaid * You had bettter go to your maſter quietly, 
« and make the affair u p. . Bratherous informed 
his maſter what had pallel; and he cauſed all the 
priſoners to be 5 who endeavoured to 
make their eſcape as the proper officer was con- 
veying them to the Compter,. 
Mr. Reynolds, an undertaker, depoſed that he 
buried Mr. Thornton in a leaden coffin: that he 
ſurveyed the vault on the 7th of March, when the 
coffin was miſſing: that he compared the pieces 


that were found at Parker's with the teſt of the 


coffin that was found under the gallery of the 
church; and when all were beaten together into the 
ſame form, they made out the ſhape. and quantity * 
of Mr. Thornton's coffin; the "Plate, with Mr. 
Thornton's aame on it, was found- in neee 5 
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cet; the lend; to the weight of es pounds 
was found under the counter in Parker's ſhop; and 
_ thisdeponenrt added that it was a ſort of lead worked 
iar to coffins, and that people in 
the trade knew very well that it was coffin lead. 
Ilaac Mather depoſed, that old lead was worth 
about thirteen ſhillings and fixpence the hundred 
wel ht, or three half - pence the pound. 

y way of defence, Roach ſaid, that Gould put 
the Lead into his baſker, but chat he knew nothing 
of its being ſtolen. Elliot likewiſe denied all know- 
ledge of the ſtealing the lead, and faid he never 
received any money or other thing on account 
thereof, but was in Parker's ſhop, buying a hinge 
for his own uſe ; but was aftoniſhed when he ſaw 
Gould there, and ſtill more at his maſter's ap- 
Prentice giving charge of him. 

- Parker's plea of defence was, that the evidence 
chk into- his ſhop to ſell ſome lead, which he did 
not know was ſtolen; that when he had weighed, 
and was paying for it, Mr. Augurs's apprentice 
entered, and gave him charge of the priſoners; and 


=  thar, when at the maſter's houſe, he charged him 
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likewiſe ; bur that he immediately mentioned where 
the two 'pieces were which he had bopght, in CONe 
ſequence of which they were found. 
All the priſoners called perſons who gave EIN 
good characters: but the jury, having fully con- 
fidered the nature of the evidence, gave a verdict 
* That they were guilty;” in conſequence of which, 
at the clo 1 of the ſeſſions, Roach and Elliot were 
ſentenced to labour three years on the Thames, 
and Parker to be impriſoned for a like term of 
_ 
The robbing of churches has ever been deemed 
— by all who my * profeſſed any vencra- 
tion 
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ch t 3 
non for the duties and obli cations of relig ion. The 
idea of diſturbing the > of the dead has ſome- 
thing in it * Ore to the feelings of human na- 
ture, to the dictates of chriſtian piety. When the 
T clay cold body i is committed to the tomb, we pre- 
FF fuwethatitis to reſt in peace till the final reno- 
vation. of all things; nor can the ſurviving friends 
and relations eaſily pardon thoſe who violate the 
manſions of the dead, and make a Jeſt of the rites 
| of ſepulture. 
| The folema funeral once cloſed, we rake A tem- 

porary farewel, in the hope of meeting in a [=o 

rious eternity; but, while the frailties of morta 
: us, it is impoſſible not to look with ab- 

dorrenes on thoſe Lp can commit à theft attended | 

with every circumſtance of horror! 

Suppoſing our friends to repoſe in peace, we 

—_— ourſelves that they have only drawn the 
inevitable lot; that they are gone but a ſhort ſtage 
forward on that road whither we muſt ſoon follow 
= them; and in this conſideration we can e 
| ſay, with the 1 


Why ſhould we mourn FOE parting friends, 

Or ſhake at death's alarms ? 3 

. 'Tis but the voice that Ixsus ſends 
bo call us to bis a arms. 
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| Account * the Ti of D6&cr W 


N From 16. to 20. 


neſs with the moſt favourable 
and the doctor recommended him to Mr. Ae 


At this period, a ſettlement of all money 
ons was propoſed by the doctor, who then decla- 
red, that if Ramponi would pay him 100 J. he 
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Dontnicerr, * was indicted for a pretend- 


ed 8 in altering the principal Som of 4 
Promi note, payable to nn Parys, 


with Intention to n | 


' AnToxlo RAMPONT. 


AMPONI being 8 of open a ta- 
yern, conſulted doctor Dominicerti, with 


| whom he had been ſome years acquainred, as to the 


meaſures he ſhould purſue for entering into buſi- 
proſpett of ſucceſs ; 


ſecretary to the Venetian ambaſſador ; and through 
the, joint intereſt of that gentleman and the — 
Ramponi was enabled to open a handſome houſe in 
Panton-ſquare. 

Ramponl's buſineſs not proving ſo advantageous 
as was xpelie, be became involved in 
difficulries ; ; and his creditors being exceedi ly 
importunate. for their reſpective demands, the - oe. 
tor offered him an aſylum in his houſe at Chelſea, 
ttanſacti. 


would give him an acquittance of his whole debt, 
amounting to upwards of 340. and John Dodf- 
worth was employed to draw out the account cur- 
rent between the parties. Thus were matters ſitu- 


ated when the circumſtance took place which gave 


riſe ro the trial, the particulars of which we ſhall 
pow relate. 


Mr. Michael Forms, of the hotel in Suffolk-ſtreet, 
*  epoſed, thar in January, 177 Jy „be received a note 


of 


WS 
of band for 166. and 8 2 25 2 

doctor 1 in a book-debt 
cottratted dy Ramponi to his 3 Mr. 
Harris of Bath; and being ſhewn the altered note 
on which the indictment was founded, proved that 
it was the identical note he had received from the 
doctor for 16 C. and paid r for the ſame ſum 
to Mr. Vickers. 

The note being ſhewn to Mr. Thomas Vickers, be 
ſwore-that he . it of Mr. Parys; and * 
when ir became due he preſented it to Meſſrs Ste- 
venſon and Gentel, to — Tn it was directed for 
payment; and that Mr. Gentel gave bim in ex- 
change for the note fixteen pounds in caſh. — 

Mr. John Henry Gentel ſwore, that dolor 
Dominicerti authorized him to pay bis note of hand 
for -16L--and that the note produced in court was 
the fame he received from Mr. Vickers, and re- 
turned to the doctor as a note for 16. in which 
ſtate it was preſented for payment. 

The next witneſs examined was John Dodſworth, | 
who depoſed, that de was employed by doctor | 
Dominicetti to draw out an account current be- 
tween him and Antonio Ramponi; that he attend- 
ed at the Doctor's houſe at Chelſea, and produced 
the account, which was examined and approved 
by both parties, who ordered him to caſt up the 
ſeveral ſums, and ſtrike the balance ; that, while 
he was caſting up the account, Ramponi went out 
of the room, when the Doctor faid, Hold, Dodi- 
„ Worth, I recollect to have a note, the amount 

* of Which I paid to Mr. Parys for Ramponi;“ 

that he dang, a note for — and —— um | 
mg "rs ge that ſum to his account againſt, Ramponi, 

e did accordingly ; that, 3 after 
aer returned, and the a ent 


6d. in caſh, . 


If t <P 
_ Honed by both parties. Being aſked 46 nee 
Mr. Craigh, the Governor ARM of Gibraltar, 
he replied; © Yes, to my mortification T do.“ He 
conſefſed that he had committed an offence for 
which that judge had ſentenced him to be execu- 
wad; and ſaid that * fince his enlargement he had 
= endeavoured to act the part of an honeſt man. 
Upon the croſs examination of this accompliſhed 
Klan, the calm and determined manner in "hich 
de perjured himſelf, his ſhocking" ingratitude, and 
2 thouſand inſtances of moſt abominable villainy, 
1 the court with aſtoniſhment and horror. 
He was brought to acknowledge, that doctor Do- 
minicetti's ſon was preſent at the ſettlement: of the 
recount; thoug h he had before ſworn to the con- 
wary, z and Thad an alteration of four pounds which 
appeared in the account'current was made by him- 
ef, in order to make the ſum total correſpond with 


The” alteration Oe in 0p L er ſum of the 
note. 


The court and the; Jury, clearly perceiving with 
| how!" iniquitous a view the proſecution was inſti- 
med, refaſed to hear further" evidence; and ho- 
nourably ' Jequitred the Doctor; adviſing. him to 
— the delinquents under a bill of indict. 
ment, whieh had been already found by the grand 


oo againſt yon: ron Dodſworth for a ene 


Ramponi 250 Dodſworch had experienced innu- 
a inftahces of benevolence from Doctor Do- 
minicetil, who ſupplied Ramponi with n con- 
© Gderable/ ſums mer dy on his perſonal ſecurity and 
exen gi ave the note of hand any 16. on which the 
- -proſeeution was founded, when he knew-Rampogi 
t be in deſperate circumſtances, and had ſo little 
* oy * or a former ſums ad. 

* 
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rality of the doctor, they entered into a diabolical 


ſentiments which a peruſal of the above narrative 
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* ee he offered 001 accept 100 8 
| for his whole demand... | 5. 


The deplorable ſituation of Dodt worth excited, 
the compaſſion of the Doctor, who took him un- 


der his protection, and allowed him a handſome 
maintenance for regulating his accounts, and ſome 

other little ſervices for which he was qualified. 
He committed ſeyeral forgeries upon the Doctor 
for ſmall ſums, and was guilty of many other act 


of delinquency, which, at length, * his ge- 
nerous benefactor to withdraw his patronage. 


In return for the ſingular benevolence and be. 


combination. to exhibir againſt him a felonious ac- 


Mation, to which the life of a worthy man would 


have been ſacrificed, but for thoſe excellent laws 
which are equally framed for the protection of the 
innocent, and the puniſhment of the guilty. * 
Ramponi's view was evidently to free himſelf 
from a claim of upwards of 3404, and the promiſe 


of a trifling gratification 325 upon Dod ſworth 
to join in the infernal conſpiracy. . 


- The villainy of theſe men was ſo enormous, that 


to dwell on the ſubject would perhaps be thought 
impertinent, becauſe it would be to anticipate thoſe 


muſt neceſſarily ſuggeſt to our readers. That ſpe- 


cies of ingratitude, which conſiſts merely in neglect- 


ing a proper acknowledgement of benefits received 


is juſtly numbered among the vices moſt degrading 
to human nature: but what terms of reprobation 


can convey an adequate idea of the abhorrence that 


every man, not wholly abandoned to all the princi- 
ples allied to virtue, muſt entertain for thoſe. cha- 


raters that aggravate the fin of ingratitude by 


9 concerted ſchemes to involve | in afflicti- 
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dn and ignominy fuch as by repeated acts of be⸗ 2 
neficence- have entitled themſelyes 1 * 
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| „ Caſc of Rane 
t who was canvitied of baving in his 
Poſſeſſion a Panchedn, on which was * 


7 FCC 


T the ſeſlions: bela at the Old Bailey 3 
cember, 1788, Rowland Ridgeley —. eo 
Hite en for that he, not being a perſon emp] 
in, or for, the mint; 'knowingly, - Ar — 
* is trairerouſly, had in his cuſtody and poſſeſ- 
fon, a puncheon made of. iron and ſteel, in ago 
« upon which was made and impreſſed the 
6. reſemblance, and fimilitude, of. the head · ſide of 
« 7 ſhilling, without any lawful. authority or uff. 
cent excuſe for that purpoſe, againſt "he duty of 
His allegiance, and a gainſt the ſtatute, 8c. on the 24 
„„ 
| n witneſs called was John Clare, ho 
depoſed, that he went to the houſe of one Ball in Bun- 
805 hill-row ;' that he knew the room belonged to the 
| ptifoner, by the-cloaths that were found there, which 
ery cloaths he had feen the priſoner | wear; ank 
| R kater * was 1 © and wn n a2 
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magifirte, be acknomicdecd hi the eg e 
longed to him, and-that the. cloaths * ere his pro- 
perty. 1 f f | 


Moſes Morant teſtified, that he went with Clarke 
to Bunhill-row, where they broke open the door 
in preſence of Ball :—that he found under the cheft 
of drawers a quantity of balf pence, and, among ſome 
litter, a leaden pot containing a parcel of puncheons 
and halfpence; and that under the drawers he found 
ſome ſhilli 
of the bed. T7458 <4 WF be i > r C28, 
Clarke ſaid farther, that there werę ſome bad 


r ; Dn. 8 Mr. 
80. a a ke 


ngs ;, and ſome half-crowns on the teſter | 


« ed by the. Mint; the 


3 Frick; there is no occaſion to have any 
0 en 618 cf, it will paſs without. The letters are 


_ = os my 
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Mr. Pingo was next ſwort.—To afford clear 
idea of the force of his-evidetice, it wilt be. neceſ- 
tary to give i in His own words: « Tam ay, en- 
graver Fer the Mint; the priſoner is not employ - 
Puncheon makes the d ye, 
% and dbe Cougter uncheon is the<dye \ when 5 is 
ade; the machines produced are puncheons, 
4 but not puncheotis made at the Mint. The me- 
* thod'by which theſe àre made is, that they, firſt 
„ take u true ſhilling, and cut jt away to the out- 
* line of che head; when they we # dope that, 

« they take a piece of ſteel, on which they fix — 
outline; und then they ble or cut the ſteel cloſe © 

46 away to that outline, till the ſteel is exactly the 

«© ſhape of the head, and that is Whät is called 2 
po — Hale I uncheons are = - 
* »* readytforvuſe, for they are all ardened, an d they 
% never ate hardened” ' Wl they are ready for ule ; 3 
4 that is the laſt o they go through. It is 
„ ;mpoſible to fay Peace whether the ſhillivgs 
found in the s gs were made from 
„ theſe puncheons, becauſe they are ſo imperfect, 
* 2 Have all the — of it. In a new 
* 222 coutiter-puncheon, the letters are always 
ed in the couniter-puncheon, 257 it, is 
etters 


put on afterwards, and'a Puncheon is complete 
vithout any letters at all; a puncheon may have 
it, but they never uſe ſuch 
puncheons at the Mint, from the r 
* of: them, — they would be ſo liable to 
* break, and would require ſo much nicety to fe- 
me preſenr'all the little angles and corners of the 
letters; tha is the very reaſon that we engtave 
1 . we letters afterwards ** the W 7 
« «© cheon ; 


a * 
1 

+ 
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* cheon; but for making baſe ſhillings nothing 
HB cle is neceſſary but this puncheon'; theſe pan- 
* cheons which are produced, darely as you ſee 
them, though they might be for the making baſe 
*ſhillings, yet — be made uſe of for other 

<«« purpoſes; namely, for making ſeals, buttons, 
„ medals, or other m where ſuch impreſſions | 
66 are wanted.” WT 

Ann Goodman d epoſed,; ar eus 4 fervant 
to the landlord of * houſe where the priſoner 
lodged ; that ſhe went frequently up into the room 
next Ridgley's apartment, and his door was never 
locked. | 

Several perſons depoſed, that he was A FLNY 
binder by trade, that he had worked for them, and 
bore the character of an honeſt man; nor did they 
know any thing to impeach that — till the 
preſent accuſation againſt him. 

The jury having — of the whole of the 
evidence, Save a verdict, © That the Was 
* ny. but judgment againſt him was reſpited 
for the opinion of the —— 3 which opinion was 
delivered at the ſeſſions held in February, 1779, 
and imported, that his caſe was within the meaning 
of the act of p arliament; in conſequence of which, 
at the cloſe of the ſeſſions, he received ſentence of | 
death. 
Of the — of this malafuſite after convic- 
tion we have nothing very favourable to ſay. He 
did not ſeem properly affected by the dreadful fitu- 
ation in which he ſtood. 

It is remarkable of Ridgley, that he had made 
himſelf ſo ſure of acquittal, that, juſt before he was 
put on his trial, he told ſome —— who attended 
him that he ſhould be diſcharged in a few mi- 


autes. | 
| Yya We 
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Wethave been informed that he had hoes: cinch 
Fears A., Notorious! coiner, and a chief inſtructor of 
* of thpſe, who came to the gallows before 
: dreadful trade! how — think of 
kringing up Jourhs to he. moſt wages ou of ig- 
W r, 
On the morning f execution, this man . 
on his quitting Newgate, and on his way to the 
fatal tree, with. che greateſt. appearance of uncon- 
cern, Tepeatedly ſmiling, and ſhaking hands with 
his acquaintance as: he paſſed; yet 15 evidently 
ſtruggled to eoncual an anguiſh of mind that could 
not be concealed. 

When the belbman at St. Sepulchre's church 
was ſpeaking the admonitory — Ridgley, who 
had belonged to a club with him, lad, 5 8 
ber me at the club to night.“ 

When he arrived at the on as execution, his 
behaviour took à different turn; he acknowledged 
the juſtice of his ſentence, and died a penitent. 
Mr Ridg le was executed at Tyburn on 

31ſt of March, 177 and the body delivered 
— 555 friends for imerment. 

ö After all: that has. been ſaid on the fabje& of 
| coining, i will be unneceſſary to add à ſingle re- 
mark; -far: ſurely no man can think of practiſing 
this dangerous trade, who is not reſolutely bent on 
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Particulars of the Trial, Conviction, and Execution, 
of Exmpercx Jon Evsrace; and likewiſe 
of the Trial and eee eee a 


GRIT 


USTACE Sada a ae to lord Cla- 
, rendon, but had quitted his lordſhip's ſervice 
months before the commiffion of the fact of 
At the — held at he Old Bailey in Febru- 
ary, 1779, Frederick John Euſtace was indicted 
for breaking and entering the dwelling-houſe of 
the right honourable Thomas earl of Clarendon on 
the night of the 2 3d of January, and ſtealing ten 
ſhirts, eight neckcloths, four guineas in money, and 
other effects, the property of _ Johnſon, in 

the ſame dwelling+houſe. 
Mr. Johnſon depoſed, that he was ſecond coach- 
man ta lotd. Clarendon, with whom the priſoner 
had lived as the upper coachman, but had quitted - 
his ſervice in the preceding ſummer; that his fel- 
low-ſervant, John Cowen, had faſtened-the doors 
of the coach-houfe, which were broke open be- 
eight and nine o'clock on the night mention- 


tween 


ed in the indictment, when the above - recited arti- 
cles and others were taken away: that he did not 


obſerve any marks of violence, but that a perſon 
who was with him thought he ſaw the mark of. a 
ſtick which had been put in to force open the door; 
and he added, thar the perſons who committed the 
fact went up ſtairs into the room, over the ſtable, 
where he flept, and took his box, which contained 


four DUES, © and Koper. other articles. 


a” 
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This box was found on the following morning 
in Hyde - park, and within it was a ſmaller box, 
which contained the money; whereupon Euſtacz 
was ſuſpected, and both the priſoners were taken 
into cuſtody. When he riſced them in priſon, he 
found one of his ſhirts on Euſtace, who likewiſe 
wore a pair of his ſtockings ; and in his pocket was 
found a letter direfted to a woman, to go to New- 
ſtreer, Carnaby- market, to fetch ſome linen, ſome 
of which was found at the houſe of his waſherwo- 
man. This deponent being aſked, if the coach - 
houſe and the rooms where . things were was be- 
Hhind the houſe, anſwered in the aſfſirmative; but 
ſaid it was connected with it by walls, and that 
there was a paſſage ran from it to the dwelling- 
houſe 
John Cowen n coachman) ſwore, that be 
faſtened. the coach-houſe door at eight o'clock ; 
that he was to fetch his lord from the Opera · houſe 
at ten o'clock ; and that he faſtened the door with 
2 bar acroſs it, and an iron rail over the bar, as was 
ufually done when the coach was to go out again : 
he added, that it was ſo faſtened thatir could not be 
opened with the hand, but might be by a ſtick, or 
a long knife; that after it was faſtened, he and 
the other coachman, and the poſtilion, went to a 
public-houſe to drink; and that, on his return, the 
back-door was open. 

Sarah Betney depoſed, that ſhe was a. waſher- 
woman employed by both the priſoners; that ſhe 
received from Henry Langham two pair of ſtock- 
ings belonging to the proſecutor: that the priſoners 
aſked her permiſſon to leave ſame clean 1 of 


on this ciumſtznge the event of the trial ſeems to have. 
turned. The connexion of the — of made the cogch-houſe 


(in a legal light) a part of the dwelling-houſe. 
WH; a their 


t 331 1 


Heir own on the Sunday morning, 5 wok i 
away om the following daß; Fo 
She added, chat an iriventory was ben of the 
linen by the deßre bf bock the priſoners, and in 
their preſence, by Mr. Rozea, ”= whom this wo- 
man lived. This itiventory was produced, as 
drawn by Rozea, and ſigned by dye 3 


John Dixon depoſed, that, he apprehended the 
for a different fact than thi alledged in 
the indictment; that he went to the waſherwoman's 
and ſaw the linen, and found the 1 inventory in Lang- 
Ham" 3 pocket.” | 
By way of defence, Euftace "ſaid chat be bad 
bought the effects in Monmouth; ſtreet, and that 
meeting Langham in Compton - ſtreet, he told kim 
he had better leave them at the waſher-woman's 
for ſafety: in reply to which Dixon ſaid that the 
priſoner had declared, when before the Juſtice of 
peace, that he had bought them of a Jew, and 
that on the” juſtice enquiring what Jew, he faid, 
it might be a Turk for what he knew.“ 
Hereupon Euſtace declared that he had bende 
them of a Jew woman for two guineas and x half, 
and that Langham was innocent: and the defence of 
Langham was that he never faw Euſtace till he met 
him in Compton; ſtreet, when they drank a pint i of 


purl, and then vent togener⸗ to the waſher-wo- 
man Wt £5: 25 


In bebalk of deans appeared his brotha: 
who 


depoſed; that he had never known him guilty 
of any a& of diſhoneſty ; that he was never out of 
his houſe later than ten at night; though, in other 
reſpects, his conduct had not been ſo regular as 
— have been wiſhed.— Andrew Paterſon, who 


had known Langham — months; Mr. 1 4 
c. 


t 1 
; known; ears and Mr. Jones, 
2 Far; condi 2 45 5 a good k. 1 
The. jury, aſter a. hort -confideration,. found 


Falter nas not. ilty of. the —— guilty of 

ſtealing dwelling-houſe, aud be receited 

9 — 2 "of death; but Langham was acquitted. .. 
"The deportment it of 


TE” well adapted to his unhappy circum- 
ſtances. : He behaved with decent;.refigtintion, and 


exemplary piety. He was executed at the fame 


time with Rowland Ridgley, mentioned in the pre- 


ceding narrative. On his way to the place of * 
ecution he employed himſelf inceſſamly in fi 


pſalms, or in other acts of devotion. At the ok 


tree he confeſſed, that an attachment to abandoned 
women of the town had led to his ruin; but he 
died, e appearance, a ſincere penitent. 
Frederick John Euſtace was executed at Tyburn 
on the 3iſt of March, 1779 

92 Oy the fate of chis man ſervants will ſee the 
danger, and they ſhould. reflect on the crime, of 
wobbing the houſes of their maſters and benefactors. 
Euſtace was not in the immediate ſer vice of Lord 


Clarendon when he committed the robbery but 


his, crime was Dot the leſs; for he was ſecking to 
injure an old fellow · ſervant, who was 2 _ 
imm. protection of his late maſter. 
Servants who perform their duty "with fdeliey 

are, generally as happy as any rank of people in — 
community ; while thoſe who fu of GP 
as en as * * to a 
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Euſtace after contiRtion-was 
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Ars DoxAtiy, who was convicted of a Rob 


bery on the Highway. 


H I 8 priſoner Was pda at hates. ad 
C'S ag of having extorted money, under 
the vileſt of all inſinuations, from the Honourable 
Charles Fielding, ſecond fon bf the Earl of Den- 
bigh; and the magiſtrates, deeming that the offence _ 
amounted to a robbery on the highway, committed 
him for trial; and Lord Denbigh was bound to 
proſecute on behalf of his ſon, who was under age. 
James Donally, alias Patrick Donally, was in- 
| difted; at the ſelßons held at the Old Bailey, in 
February, 1779, for that he, in the king's high- 
* highway, in and upon the Honourable Charles 
Fielding did make an aſſault, putting him in 
% corporal fear and danger of his life, and ſtealing 
„ from His perſon, and againſt his will, half a gui- 

« nea, on the 18th of January ;” and there was a 
ſecond count in the indictment for robbing the ſame 
gentleman of a guinea on the 20th of the ſame 
month. 

This fact was ſo atrocious in its nature, and ſo 
elearly proved, that it will not be neceſſary to ſtate 
— evidence in detail as it aroſe on the trial, but 
to give the ſtory by way of narrative. 

” Fake ſix and ſeven in the evening of the 18th 


of January, Mr. Charles Fielding was going from 


the houſe of a lady with whom he had dined to 
Covent Garden theatre, when he was accoſted in 
Soho-ſquare by Donally, who deſired he would give 
him ſome money. Mr. Fielding, aſtoniſhed at this 
addreſs, aſked him for what? Donally ſaid he had 
better comply, or he would take him 1 a ma- 

F Vor. V. 2 "= Ste, 
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7. 


money he had about him"; and, returning to the 
houſe where he had dined, borrowed half a guinea 


| 1 his brother, accoſted him in words I which 
be believed he bad miſtaken him for Dae. other 


| 2 he muſt know him, and afked If he did 
| not, remember giving him half ' a guinea in Soho- 


I FW 1 


5 iſtrate, and accuſe him of an artempt to commit | 


an unnatural crime. 


Terriſied by this inünuation, che young -gentle- 
man gave him half a guinea, Which was all the 


of the ſervant, with an intention of going to the 
play. 1 

Two day ys afterwards: he again met the tha 
in rat 0 nd when he repeated his threats of 
carrying. him before a magiſtrate, . and to priſon ; 
ſaying that he knew, very well what had paſſed in 
— 9 the other night; and, unleſs he would 
give him ſome more money, he would take him 


before a magiſtrate, and accuſe him of the ſame 


attempt Which he had threatened on the other 
day. He added, that it would go hard with bim, 
— he could prove an alibi. - | 
| Terrified by theſe threatenings, Mr. Fielding went 
to Mr. Waters, a grocer in Bond- ſtreet, to whom, 
under the immediate impreſſions of his fear, he gave 
a guinea, to give to the priſoner.. 

It happened, providentially, that on Saturday the 

12th of February, Lord F 1elding. was going up 
Hay-hill; when Donally, owing to the great perſonal 


he did not rightly underſtand. His Lordſhip ſaid 


ſon, for he did not know his face. Donally faid 


ſquare? He likewiſe mentioned the | 
him at the grocer's; a knowledge of which his 
Lordſhip, as well he might, utterly denied. 

The priſoner again aſking if he Rid not recolle8 
op * him any money, his . 2 
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given 
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© ie What was > bis preſent Fr Rr a 
Dim to explain himfelf, fome: farther altercation 
enſued; on which Lord Fielding defired the pri- 
ſoner to go before a —— with which he 
ſeemed to comply, but at length ſtopped, and ſaid, 
he would not go. During this conteſt his WG 
ſhip was — rerrified ; and ſcarcely knowing 
— kind of charge to make againſt the priſoner, 
he was, as he owned on the trial, weak enough 
to looſe his collar, and let him go.“ Donally 
then turned about, addreſſed him by the title of 
« My Lord, and faid, © he —_— — him ä 
% again.” 
On the Tueſday ering, as Land Fielding was 
walking near the fame ſpot, he heard a voice over 
his ſhoulder, ſaying, Sir, I have met you again,“ 
or ſome ſuch expreſſion. His Lordſhip, recolle&t- 
ing his voice, turned round, and ſeized him by the 
collar. Donally complained that he had uſed him | 
very ill the laſt time he ſaw him. The other re- 
plied, * that he had uſed him too well, for he had 
« Jet him go; but he would take care to do better : 
this time.” " 
Donally now defend. to be treated like. a a gentle- 
nan, ſaying, he would not be dragged, but would 
go quietly. Lord Fielding, not ſeeing any perſon © *? 
that was likely to aſſiſt him, and apprehending a 
reſcue, told him, that if he would walk along 
auietly to the next coffee-houſe, he would not drag 
Bim. They walked down Dover- ſtreet together; 
dur the priſoner increaſing his pace, Lord Fielding 
— Ro and ſeized bim. He Fl down twice, but 
was again ſeized as ſoon as he aroſe. 


By this time à croud was aſſembled: Major 


Hartley and two other gentlemen happened to 


3 _— "The ——— Was * and 3 to 
8 | 22 2 Bow- | 
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* e 4 the magiſtrates, on hearing the 
evidence, thought that the crime amounted to 2 
highway - robbery, and committed the ptiſoner for 
trial zccordingly “. 106 
Donally, in his defence, ebiede d that he 
had met lord Fielding twice; that he bag addreſ- 
ſed him with S 
ſomething reſpecting "Hi brother; and that Sir 
John F ng had made the honourable Charles 
Fielding carry on the proſecution. He did not 
deny the receipt of the guinea at the grocer's in 

| Bond-ſtreet:: but averred that he did not deſerve 
death on account of the charge againft him. 

Mr. Fielding ſwore, that he had given the ſame 
account at Bow-ſtreet as on the trial; and the jury, 
having conſidered the whole eyidence, brought in 
a verdi& of „ Guilty ;* but Mr. 


before whom the offender was tried, reſerved the 


yet f awaits their awful determination. 


We wiſh to avoid ſay ing much on this ſubject, 
becauſe the fate of the convict is yet undetermined, 


and it would be unfair to preſudge; but with re- 
gard to the crime itſelf, we cannot but remark that 


"there is oh, one greater. The attempt to extort 
money, on the pretence of making a charge of an 
abominable crime, can be exceeded only by the 
== commiſſion of the crime itſelf. That every reader 
of this work may be incapable of fuck atrocious 


8 2 Pata; is the ter vent wiſh * _ Cnr | oy 


" * A * 5 
* 8 4 2 veg. * 2 = ys 2 x T4 x 8 7 L 4 
qr © ., 


ft of 1 
wa ls 779, when * 


** written. lk 4 Ba 
e „14 f 5 « 3 * 7 5 ELIA * 1 1 


Epracat.: . . 


* 39 


„ang defired him to hear 


Juſtice Buller, 


. Caſe far the opinion of the judges ; and Donally 


„ There have heen there, and only u ton rden on- 
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Conerv DING: ders, dye rome, 


Hus have: v Seeed, and n | 

not unſucceſsfully, to compleat this Work, in 
e to the propoſals originally oled eh the | 
public. We truſt we have not omitted any trials of 1 
great importance, nor an. many of a willing q 
nature. 
Thoſe who with well to Society will be pleaſed to 
Tee vice expoſed in every ſhape, and reprobated un- 
der all the variety of forms it may aſſume. Too 
much cannot be faid to diſcountenance its propaga- 
tion, or to enhance the charms of true religion and 
virtue. 
Jo advance theſe i important pape ſhould be 
the aim and end of every publication. The book : 
that does not tend to make people wiſer and better 
is a nuiſance to ſociety, and à diſgrace to the preis. 
As the reformation of priſoners, rather than the 
niſhment of them, ſhould be the great aim of our 
1 — we beg leave to ſubmit to our readers 
ſome extracts from letters written by a gentleman to 
a Member of Parliament, both of them of the moſt 
amiable pri vate characters, and both of them zealous + 
promoters of every public good. 7 
Jonas Hanway, Eſq; in a letter to Sir Charles Bui. 5 2 
bury, ſays, © In che general view of our priſons, ! 
beg leave to make a few remarks, which to thoſ,e 
% wha have not conſidered the ſubject ma . 
„ ſome degree of information. of all the abuſes 
+, which ever crept into civil ſociety, profefiin 
+ Chriſtianity; conſidering the evil propenſities "= 
#* the common run of our malefactors, the tap- houſe | 
15 . ro ſtand in a r rank. What . I 

06 formation 2 


i 
„ *% 
: | ” 8 * ” * 
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2 6 can be 


= < tian that he ſhall increaſe the revenue! 


1 malefactor to commit the crime for which he is 
„ impriſoned ! This conduct is reproachable in the 


* and careleflneſs to all events, is one of the chief 


IL a8 1. 
expected, here it is the intereſt 
« of the keeper of apriſonto promote inebriety and 


e diffipation wf thought? If he is ſuffered to ſell 
« ſtrong liquors for hi his own emolument, ke will be 
«. tempted to ſhut his gates againſt every one who 


00 would relieye the real crying wants of thoſe who 


«4 are in need, and open them wide to all ſach as 
« will ſupply the means of drunkenneſs. There can 


A beno mod reaſon for an indulgence; which, ſcat- 
'« tering 75 thoughts, will create a deſperate re- 


% pugnance to the calls of heaven. When the foul 
*« ought to tremble, as beipg on the verge of eter- 
« nity, ſuch a conduct is abominable beyond all 


* expreſſion. 


VDoth not the magiſtrate proſtitute his authority, 
« in granting licences, on the puerile N 
Or is it 

that knowing how ſcanty the allowance is to the 
. 4 priſons, he gives them a liberty which 
% he knows cannot be uſed without the moſt deadly 
4 conſequences, even that of promoting the very 


ry temper and diſpoſition which encouraged the 


« higheſt degree. The — ought rather to 


i refuſe the licence, and repreſent the neceſſity of 


20 allowing keepers of priſons ſalaries ſuitable to 
* the im 


portance of their office. 
% The converſion of à houſe, which ought to 
ce be a ſcene of ſorrow and repentance, into jollity, 


<« cauſes of the evil with which we are ſo forely 
« afflicted. If this is not remedied, can any expe- 


"JM „ dent reſtore good diſcipline and true economy 


in priſons ? It ſome priſoners ſhould be thus de- 


« e of a comfort they ei be entitled m, it 


« would 


| \ 


* « malefactors, now ſoftened; but 
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« would be far better than granting an indulgencei 
<« ſo pregnant with miſchief to the generality. Of 
„By an act of the third of hisſpreſent majeſty, 
« no jailor 1 in Ireland is to ſell ale; beer, ot 2 
« other liquor, by himſeif or any other perfor, 
© under the penalty of 5 C. — every offence ; and 
J am aſſured it operates happily in preventin 
« the ordinary bad effects. With us the caſe"ts po; 
« ferent ; for every capital priſon is a public- 
4 houſe ; and though ſpirituousliquors, commonly, 
4 fo called; are prohibited, yet, under the name 
« of cordials, I am told they paſs ; or at leaſt that 
* by the force of wine, and malt liquor, all he 
bad effects of intoxication are continued. 
« Among the ſeveral grievances which NY 4a 


«+ judgment: againſt us, are the fees mg + = 5 
The want of medical aiſtance—the® defiedney 


of baths— inattention to eleanlineſs fob Hir fot 
« want of ventilation want of a chabg&ofitlean> 
waſhed and well-dried garments, with a regular 
change of linen —wherethele are wanting, death 
«© muſt be a familiar gueſt to a p ffoner: Een 
<« the regular waſhing of hands and feet ' is f con- 
« ſequence. A proper regard to diet, According 
_ © to the apparent wants of priſoners, i is" neceſſary 

to the preſervation of life in priſons, more than 
in other places ; and the defect often operates I 
« like a plague.” 

Thar a reform in the management of our priſons | 
is neceſſary, no man of common ſenſe can doubt: 
and it remains with the wiſdom of legiſlature to 
provide a remedy for the evil. 1 

Perhaps the keeping priſoners ſeparate from each 
ther, and totally denyivg all the means of intem» ! 


perance, 


— 
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— go far towards effecting that refor- 
mation which is 12 much wanted. - - 

As matters now ſtand; the man ebarged: with - 
felony » 15-Fepeatedly viſited by the moſt abandoned 
cf his. acquaintance, and they 3 harden each 

1 in Vice. Tbeſe viſits ſhould be very unfre· 

quent, and never permitted but in the preſence of 
the keeper or his deputy, who ſhould be people of 
the moſt. unexceptionable character, and take Care 
that not an improper 2 is _ 
To drop, however, this ſa bjeR, let . -acede 
theſe volumes by a fervent thar the readers of 
them may — 2 and feadity avoid every vice 
therein recorded, every folly Ca expoſed. Let 
honeſty be the prevailing, the ruling, principle 
among us; let us be humbly content in the fituari- 
on Which Providence bath allotted us; not ſeeking 
WW to poſſeſs, ourſelves of the property of others ; and 
paying a derout reverence to that divine command; 
n of Rags no one will deny : 


l 4 "Thou walt not covet thy neighbour” g a= 
E. {bs hon ak a0! covet-thy-neighbour's wife, 
WW -. his man-ſeryant, nor his maid- ſervant, 


— —— mY - . 
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A correct Liſt of all the 
the: Old Bailey, 
of the preſent Centu 


capital Convifzens at 
&c: fince the Commencement 
ry; which will be of the 


| higheſt Uſe to refer to on many Occafions : 


together with the Volumes and Pages in which = 


they occur in this york. 


* 


DAMS, Mary, Privately Stealing. 
Adams, Wilham, Forgery, 

Adler, Lydia, Murder. 

Adſhead, John, Houſe-breaking. 

Alexander, Moſes, Forgery. 

Allpreſs, Joſep h, Robbing the Mail. 


Alſworth, Benjamin, Houſe - breaking. 


Andrews, John, Forgery. 
Andrews, Thomas, Sodomy. 
Angier, Humphrey, Robbery. 
Anneſly, James, Murder. 
Anſel, ames, Murder. 
Aron. gene, Murder. 


Song.: A Street Robbery. 
an” omas, Senior, Murder. 


— Thomas, Junior, Murder. 
| Aylifie, John Eſq; Forgery. 


B PF 


Bacchus, Thomas, High Treaſon. 
Baker, William, Forgery. 


— nag a Murder. 
all, Henry, ary. | 
Balmerino, * High nm, 


Bodkin, john, % Mok 


_ Bourke, Patrick, Killing Sheep. 
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Baltimore, Frederick, Lord, Rape. 

Barnard, Morris, — ; 

Baretti, "Murder. 

—.— Thomas, Hi 
ton, George, Picking a — 

— john, High Treaſon. 

Bates, Benjamin, Burglary. 

Bean, James, Burglary. 

Bedding field, Anne, Petit Treaſon. 

Bellamy, Edward, Burglary, 

Berghen, Catherine Van, Mard 

Berghen, Michael Van, — 

Berry, John, Perjury. 

Berry, Thomas, Murder. 

Bigg, John, Altering a Bank Note, 

Bigg, Jepthah, Sending qa: - Letter. 

Billings, Thomas, Murder, 

Birch, Edward, Forgery. 

Bird, Edward, ye. an, 

Blake, Damel, Murder. | 

Blake, Joſeph, Burglary. x N 

Blandy,..Mary, Murder. 

Blaſtock, Edward, Highway - robbery. 

Blewit, William, Murder. 

Blood, Andrew, High Treaſon. 


. a 


Bodkin,. Dominic 
Bolland, James, Forgery. 
Bolton, John, Murder. 
Bonner, Samuel, Writing a Threatening Lim. 


Bowen William, Highway-rob 
Branch, Elizabeth, Murd _ 
Branch, Mary, 3 
Brett, john, Forgery. 


Brian, John Herman, Robbing and Firing a Houſe. 1 


Brightwell, Francis : 
Brightwell Benjamin, | Highway-robbery os * 


Brinſden, Matthias, Murder; : 
Briſtowe, Thomas, Conſpiracy to cheat and Defrau d. v 


Britain, Jonathan, Forgery . | ak 
Brown, Nicol, Murder. 2 iv 
Brownrig 2 Elizabeth, Murder. SE 
Bunce, . Stephen, Burglary. wala wad 
* William, Robberies. „ i; ; I 


4 3 
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Carr, John, Forgery. 


Conner, Terence, High Treaſon. 


| Cooper, James, Murder. 


7 93 *.Þ P 
* 


3 


c 8 | Vol. 
Burnworth, Edward, Murder. 4 8 
Burridge, William, Horſe-ſtealing. — 1. 
Butler, 2 13 2 „ „ 3 
Butler, Richard, Forgery. 111 
Butler, Thomas, Eſq; Highway- . i 
Butloge, Thomas, Felony. ae: 
12 Dn, Murder. y 


2 a? * . 
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Caddell, George, Marder. 

Cameron, Dr. Archibald, High P 
Campbell, Mungo, Murder. 
Canning, Elizabeth, — 
Cannon, Luke, Bury lary. 
<aldclough, James, — 4 
Carleton, Alexander, Burglary. Boa et 
Carleton,” Andrew, Bu 
Carnegie, James, "Ela; Murder, _ Pls 
Carnwarth, Robert, Earl of, High Treaſon, 


Carrol, Barney, Maiming and Defacing : — tried 
: the Coventry aa --- 25 
Carter, William, Murder. 5 


25 7 8 EE: < PR A 2 * — 


Caſhmin, Michael, Eſcaping from on | board the Ballaſt 
_ - Vv. 
Ceppi, Peter, Maliciouſly ſhooting. v 
Chadwick, Thomas, High Treaſon. iii 
Charteris, Colonel Francis, Rape. ul 
Chandler, William, Perjury. wt 
Cherwynd, William, Murder. 11 
Chavers, Ehzabeth, Murder. of 
Churchill, Deborah, Murder. 1 
Clarke, Mathew, Murder. 1 
Cluff, James, Murder. al 


Eik: 
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Cobby, John, Murder. 
Cock, George, Privately Stealing. 
Coleman, Richard, — 
Colley, Thomas, Murder. 
Collington, John, Firing a Barn. 


: 


8 Peter, Murder. 

k, Henry Highway robbery. 

Cook, Thomas, Murder. 

Cooke, Arundel, Eſq; Cutting and Maiming. 


a 2 
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Cooper, Joſeph, Houſe- W 7 
ham, 0 


v 
Corbett, William, Murder. iv 
Cowland, Taka, | Murder. . 
Coyle, Richard, Piracy and-Murder. 1 
. William, Stealing Bank Notes, v 
Cutler, Kab. Re High Treaſon. ui 
ph, Rape, —— -P 
D. 
W Daniel, High Treaſon. — 
Darking, Iſaac, Highway- -robbery, WS 
Davis, Jobph, — | * 
Davis, John, Burg! ary. v 
Davis, Catherine, Street · rabt err. v 
Davis, Vincent, Murder. 1 
Dawſon, Hugh, Robbery. - Hi 
Dawſon; James, High Treaſon. K+ * 
Pay: Alexander, Defrauding. 4 
| on, Thomas, High Treaſon. Ub: 
Deita, Rarnard Chriſtian de Naſſaw, Miſdemeanour v 
Derwentwater, James, Earl of, High Treaſon. 1 
Dickenſon, Emanuel, Murder. . 
Dickſon, Margaret, Murder. ii 
Dignan, David Brown, Fraud. v 
Diver, Jeany, otherwiſe Mary —_— Privately . 
Stealing. 1 
Dodd, Dr. William, Forgery. v 
Domiuiceiti, Dr. Bartholomew, Forgery. 1 
Donally, . James, Highway-robbery. v 
Dodell, Joſeph, 8 111 
Dorrell, John, High Treaſon. 11 
Dou glas, Thomas, Murder, by Stabbing, i 
— John Peter, Murder. i 
Drew, Charles, Murder. , 111 
Dromelius, Gerrard, Murder. 1 
Drury, Anthony, * ii 
Duce, William, Robbery. +41 3Y 
S -. . 
E dmonſon, Mary, Murder. OB iv 
Egan, James, Peyury. *' 2/008 
Elby, 3 . * Murder. I 


| GE 


* 
* 


nam, John, Trang Stealing. 


Sahagan, Uſher, High Treaſon. 


| Goodere, Captain Samuel, Murder, 


Griffiths, George, * Stealing. 


Eltioe, Edvard, Marder 


& 


Elliot, Robert, Stealing a Leads * 
Ellis, Gates, Killing Sheep. 
Eftrick, Thomas, Houſe-bteaking. 
Euſtace, John Frederick, Houſe breaking. 
Evans, Walter, Murder. 
Everett, John, Highway Robbery. 


| * F. 


Feicall, William, Breaking open. the Coſtom-bouſe at 
OOle. 


— 8 
Ferrers, Laurence, Earl, M 8 iv 
Field, William, Highway Robbery, - v 
Fiſher, Margaret, Privately Stealing. I 
Fitz-Gerald, Gerald, Murder. 1 
Fletcher, George, High Treaſon. JETT 

Flint, William, Privately Stealing. EE 
F lood, Matthew, Robbery. — 1 
Fontaine, Peter dc la, Forgery. iv 
Fryer, James, Burglary. v 
Fuller, Robert, _— at a a Perſon, — via on the 

Black Act. 1 — ier 
G. 


Ht 
Gammell, John, Robbery. iii 


Ganſel, General William, "ag a Piſtol at a Sve. ä 


rif? s Officer. — — * 
Gardelle, Theodore, Murder. | FF" 1 iv 
Gardener, Stephen, Burglary. 1- 
Gaſcoign, Richard, High Treaſon 4. 
Gibſon, James, Forgery. | w 
Gidley, George, Piracy and Murder. ir 


Goodm:n, James, Horſe- ſtealing. 


Gordon, John, High Treaſon. © — 
Gow, John, Piracy. ——— 
Gray, Arthur, Burglarx. 4 
Gregory, James, Murder. — 
Gregg, William, High Treaſon. — 


Green, John, Burglary. * 


Gonzalez, Bli, Privately Stealing, - 1 
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| Griffend rg; Elizabeth Acceſſary ds. Rape. 
Griffichs, am y | 

Gueſt, William, High reaſon. | 

Guyant, Joſeph, Robbing the Mail, 


H. 


Hall, 


"RY Burglary 5 . — 
Hall, John, Eſquire, High Treaſon 
Hall, James, Petit Treaſon 
Hallam, Robert, Murder. | 
Hamilton, Colonel John, Murder. 
Hamilton, John, E 
Hamilton, John, Eſquire, High Treaſon 
Hammond, John, Murder. 
Har pham, obert, Coinapg. 


: Harriſon, John, Forgery. 
ouſe- breaking, 


* 


Harrow, William, 
Hartley, John, Robbery. 
Hartley, 2 Burglary. 
Harvey, Margaret, Privately Stealing. 
Harvey, Anne, Aeceſſary to a Rape. 
Hawes, Nathaniel, Robbery. 
Hawke, William, Highway Robbery, 
Hawkins, John, Robbing the Mail 
Hawkſworth, William, Murder. 
Henderſon, Matthew, Petit Treaſon. 
Henſey, Doctor Florence, High T reaſon. 
Higgs, John, Marder, 
Hill, Samuel, Murder. 
Hill, James, otherwiſe 


— 


— — —ęV¶ 


— — 


—ů— 


called John the Painter, ſetting Fire to the 
| Dock-yard, at Portſmouth. — V 
Hilſdon, William, Burglary. — v 
Hogan, John, Murder. — 111 
Holt, John, Burglary. N v 
Horner, Thomas, Burglary. — — „ 
Horne, William Andrew, Echuire, Murder. 
Houſden, Jane, Murder. i 
wis, Murder. — — ii 
Hughes, Richard, Forgery. — — iv 


Hunter, Thomas, Murder. 
Hutchinſon, Amy, Petit Treaſon. — 
i 7 ; , X 


4 


Eſquire, Beheaded for Murder 


ples beds E: 


— 
s ids 
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James Ackſan, commonly 


iv 


% Th 


1 7 1 


. J. 
ackſon, William, Murder. PI 
| Jackſon, Nathaniel, Roddery. — 
efferies, Edward, Murder. — 
efferies, Elizabeth, Murder. — 
Johnſon, William, Murder. PERM 


obnſon, Joſeph, Privately Stealing. 

ohnſon, Chriſtopher, Murder, 

oines, Edward, Murder. — 
Jones, Catherine, Bigamy. — 
Jones, Thomas, Murder. — 

ones, Robert, Sodomy. — 


ordan, Henry, Burglary 


Keele, Richard, Murder. — 
Kello, John, | Forgery. — 
Kello, Joſepb, Forgery. — 
Kenmure, William Viſcount, High Treaſon. 
Kerr, William, 4 Treaſon. — 
Kidd, John, Piracy — 
Kidden Joſhua, Highway Robbery. 
Kilmarnock, Earl of, High Treaſon. 
Kingſhell, Robert, Murder. 


Kingſill Thomas, Breaking open the Cuſtom. bout 


at Poole. 

King, William, Maiming and | Defacing—tried on the 
Coventry Act. iv 

— Elizabeth, Dutcheſs of, Bigamy. 1 

Lancaſter, G — 


Lancaſter, John, Houſe- breakin g. 
Laney, Captain John, Burning a ſhip. 
Langham, Henry, Houſe - breaking. 

' Langley, Gilbert, Highway robbery. 
1 Chriſtopher, Eſq; High Treaſon, 
Lazarus, Jacob, Robbery and Murder, 

ee, John, Murder. — 


Leonard, John, Rape. — 
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Moody, Revert, Rape. 
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| Maste, john, Murder,” 
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Mills, Charles, Footpad Robbery. | v 
Mills, John, Murder. | 
Mills, Richard, Senior | 225 
Mills, Richard, junior, Meder. T 

toomery, William, Defrauding his Creditors. i iv 


Charles, Murder. 
gan David, Murder. 
David, Eſquire, High Treaſon. 
Morgan, Richard, Privately Stealing. 


4 


5 Vol. Page. 
"TY John, Robbery — ͤ : — 1 
Fa Lewis, Paul, Shooting at a Perſon on the — i A267 
Lewis, Francis, Burglary. r 
Lewington, Thomas, Robbing a Waggen. „ yay 
Llewellin, David, Murder. — iv 395 
coln, James, Murder. . — 1 308 
vat, Lord, High Treaſon. — i 119 
Low, Richard, . — 1 104 
Lowen, R oger, Murder. — 3 <98 
Lowty, Captain James, Murder. it 387 
Lowther, William, Murder. i 166 
NI. 
Macklane, ames, Highway Robbery. iii 
M' Cloud, ſw Houſe-breaking. oF v 
M Daniel, Stephen, Perjury. — — ir 
M Kinlie, Peter, Piracy and Murder. Iv 
M' Naughton John, Eſquire, Murder. iv 
Mahony, Matthew, Murder. — ni 
Malcolm, Sarah, Murder. — ii 
Marſhall, Henry, Murder. — — i 
Martin, John Kates, Burglary. _ iv 
Martiv, Matthew, Forgery. — v 
Maſon, Elizabeth, Murder. - —— 1 
Maſſey, John, Piracy. 1 
Matthews, John, High Treaſon. — i 
Meff, John, Returning from Tranſportation. i 
Merchant, William, Murder. — +. 
— _ Houſe- breaking. — * 
arah, 5 
—— Sarah Morgan, Murder. ble 
Milkſop, Thomas, Murder. — 1 
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I ene ns "Muvder, 
* — Piracy. 
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ot 5 
Natra, g Inceſt and Murder, 7 
Nairn, William, Lörd, High Treaſon, —— 
Neale, Thomas, Highway-Robber 7. 
Neale, Benjamin, Houſebreaking, © —— 
Newington, William, Forgery. — 
Nicholſon, Iames, Hi Tread 5 
Nithiſdale, William, Earl of, High Treaſon, 
Noble, Richard, Marder. —_— 


Nowland, Martin, Enliſting men into the Frendh 
ſervice 
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ky, Richard, Robbery. 


Gre Walter, High Treaſon.ayↄq 111 
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Ogilvie, Patrick, Inceſt and Murder, iv 
O'Hara, Felix, High Treaſon. — — 1 
Oneby, Major John, Murder. — 11 
Orton, Samuel, Forgeryx.- — iv 
Oſborne, Thomas, Burglary,  ——— 'V 
Oxburgh, Colonel Henry, High Treaſon. * 
3 2 | P. 5 
Pater, Thomas, q — I 
Page, William, Highway-robbery. _—— ir 
Paleotti, Ferdinando, 1 — de, Murder. . 
Parker, 1 receiving ſtolen lead. — v 
Parkes, John, Forgery. — — ul 
Parkhurſt, Nathaniel, Murder. — 1 
Parſons, Wm. Eſq; returning from Tranſportation, iii 
Parvin, Richard, urder. — — * 
Paul, Rev. William, High- treaſon. — 3 
Pearce, Frances, Street-robbery, = — =. 
Penlez, Boſavern, Rioting. — mM 
Perreau, Robert, | 
Perreau, Daniel, Forgery. - P 


Perin, Kichard, 


Breaking open the cuſton-houſe at 


Poole. — i | 


Perrott, os Concealing effects under a commiſſion 
of Bankrupt. 


b Phillips, 


e tre 
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thin Hi „ 
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P "My Joſeph, Highway-robbery. — | . 411 7 
Pink * 12 3 1 362 
| Placket, John, Robbery. — w 227 
Pled » Sarah, Murder — — iv 27 
Plun ett, Henry, Murder. — 1 169 
Porteous, Cap t. John, Murder. r * 264 
Porter, Solomon; Robbery and murder, '' — 1 17 
Powel, Forgery. ./ + vV.', 33- 
Powel, Henry, Highway: robbery. —— 1 178 
Power, John, Piracy and murder. | —— iv 322 
Powis, Joſeph, Burglary. ——— 8: + 
Poulter, John, Highway-yobbery, | —— iy 74; 
Price, Joha, Murder. — „ 
Price, George, Murder. — — 1 
Priddon, Sarah, Aſſault. — 11 
Pugh, John, Foot pad-robbery. 41 — — „55 
Purchaſe, George, High- treaſon. — 1 125 
Quin, Thomas, Street- robberx.— ii 352 
. i „„ 
Ramſey Robert Houſe- breaking. >> ons i” Aa 
Rann, wy e Highway- robbery. v 138 
Ratcliffe, Charles, Eſq; High- treaſon. — ul 133 
Rebels, in the year 7 „ — 1 . 18K 
Rebels, in 1745. —— — ul 103 
Redding, Joſeph, Murder. — ul 70 
Reeves, Thomas, Robbery. — 1 281 
Relph, Joſeph, Murder. — 99 
Rice, John, Forgeryß.— — i 252 
| Richardſon, John, Piracy and murder. ii 278 
Richardſon, Michael, murder. — „ 
Richardſon, Elizabeth, murder, — iv 338 
Ridgley, Rowland, à coiner. — v 344 
Ringe, Richard, Petit-treaſon. — iv 246 
Roach, George, ſtealing a leaden coffin. — p 334 
| Roberts, David, High-treaſon. — Il 359 
| Roberts, Samuel, High- treaſon. ** "OR v 77 
| Roſa, Anthony de, Murder, — ul 382 
' | ” | .  Rols, 
, 
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| e pi Vol. 
ned, Norman, Murder. — iii 
Rudd, Ma: garet Caroline, roger. — v 
Ruſſen, Benjamin, Rape. v 
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Salmon, James, Perjury. _ — 
Sampſon, James, Robbing a houſe. — 
— Richard, Murder. — 
Seott, Alexander, Publiſhing falſe News. 

Seymour, Bryan, Murder. — 
Sharp, Thomas, Murder. — 
Shelton, William, Highway Robbery, 
Sheppard, James, High Treaſon. — 
Sheppard, John, Burglary. — 
Sherwood, Thomas, Forgery. — — 
diday, John, Burglary. . a 
Simpſon, George, Robbing the Mall. 
Simpſon, John, Houle-breaking. 

Simms, Henry, Highway Robbery. 
Slan ohterford, Chrittopher, Murder. 
Smith, John, Highway R 
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Smith, John, alias Half-hanged Smith, * 
Smith, Lambert, Burglary, . — 
Smith, William, Forgery. — iii 
Smythee, Henry, Eſquire, Murder. — i 
Spencer, Barbara, High Treaſon. — 1 
Spiggot, William, * Robbery. i 
Spiggot, William, Murder, — iv 
Squires, Mary, Robber7. iv 
tanley, John, murder. — . 
Still, Joſeph, murder. — ä * 
Stro, Francis David, Murder. — Q— iv 
Stockdale, John, Murder. — iv 
Stone, John, Firing a barn, — It 

\ Stretton, John, Robbing the Mail. — 1 
St. Quintin, Richard, Piracy and Murder. iv 
Strodtman, Herman, Murder. — ͤ— 2 
Stroud, William, Fraud. - 1 
Sullivan, Joſeph, High Treaſon. — 1 
Swan, John, Marder. . —ͤ— iv 
Syddall, Thomas, High Treaſon, — Ri 
Swift, Richard, Receiving ſtolen goods. iv 

T 
Talbot, ah Street-robbery. iii 
Tapner Benjamin, Murder. | mw 


b 2 Taunton, 


. 7 . Ty 
0 - 
. 
- — : 
: = s 
* 4a 
cy 4 


* ns nn 


\ 
— — — — —ää 
* * 


" 2 
— —ę—— — ͤ[Ü—u—ͤ—B: 2: —————̃ — EU- 
e # 
. 


Taunton, 
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William, Murder. 
Thomp oo, Thomas, Horſe- ſtealing. 


Thornhill, Richard, Murder. 


Torſhell, Elizabeth, 


Totterdale John, Murder. 


Town, 
1 — Martha, 


Murder. 


rancis, High Treaſon. p 
ichard, Defrauding 12 Creditors. 
Street-robbery. 


p, Grace, Murder. 


illiam, 


Burglary. 


Toton, John, Highway-robbery. 
. Colonel 


| Tucker, Reginald, Murder. 


Turner, W 
Turpin, Richard, Horſe-ftealing. 


op 


Udall, William, Highway. Robbery. 


Weil, 


Weil, Levi, 
| Welch, 


Vicars, Joby, Murder. 


Aſher, 


V 


W 
1313 BI Acks, An Account of chem. 
Robbery and Murder. 
James, Murder. | 


Wells, Abraham, Horſe-ſtealing. 


Weſket, John, Burglary. 


Weſt, 


Mary, Picking a 


Whale, Anne, Petit Treaſon. 


White, Charles, Murder. 


—— 


Whitty, Robert, High Treaſon. 
Whurrier, William, Murder. 


Widdrington, William, Lord, High Treaſon, | 
Wilford, Thomas, Murder. 

Wild, Jonathan, Receiving ſtolen goods, 
Willis, Francis, High Treaſon. 

Wilkinſon, Robert, Murder. 
john, Murder. 
inton, George, Earl of, High Treaſon. 
- Woodburne, John, Cutting ang Maiming. 
| 3 IO _—_— 


Williamſon, 


6 


—— 


Youell, Hoſea, murder. 

Young, John, Forgery. 

Young, Mary, Privately Stealing, 
e 


-Zekerman, Andrew, Piracy and murder. 
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John Smith cut down at Tyburn 
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FzxoxTISPI rc View of New Priſon, Clerkenwell, 

and of Tothill-felds Bridewell | 
Lewis Houſſart cutting his Wife's throat 3 
The manner of burning a Woman convicted of Treaſon 1 24 


A Pirate hanged at Execution- dock 204 
* Richard b ſhooting a man near his Cave on : 
— — 331 
VOL. III. 
FzonT1$PIEcE—View of the Public office i in. b | 
Charles Drew ſhooting his own Father 3 
_ The Smugglers roving ſtones on the body of Daniel 
| Chater | — 188 
; Kenith Led and murdered by James Lowry 387 
' "MG IV; 
| i Z "FROnTISFIECE. The New Seſſions Houſe, and New 
Gaol of Newgate. — 
n. Forbes — Mr. Jeffries at Walthamſtow, 3 
[rs Blandy at the P Ne of ecution. — 1 10 
Chriſtopher Johnſon robbing a Poſtman, while John 
. ſhoots him. 3 50 
* Page leaving his Phaeton, while he robs a 
' © "Gentleman near Putney. _ — 107;  * 
W Nee Lond Steward to the Earl of Ferrert,. ſhox by . 
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0 53 n in he Theatre of . 
- © © Surgeons Hall. 


je Williamſon's — Treament of his Wie — 
Brownrigg in the Cell, Newgate. _ — 

The Skeleton of Mrs. Brownrigg. 

Willis Gueſt drawn on a Sledge to Tyburn. — 


VOL. V. 


Faonrisrigck. A man publicly whipped i in the Seſ⸗ 
fions Houſe Yard. | 


: W ſhooting Mr. 


Venables. „ 
Levi Weil preventing Hyam Lazarus from ſhooting 
Mrs. Hutchins of Chelſea. — 


ames Bolland executed for Forgery. 


Hawke robs Captain Cunningham an 
the Highway 
William Hawke, in the Preſs Yard, Newgate. 
Margaret Caroline Rudd, on her Trial. 


Doctor Dodd, at the Place of Execution, + |, —— 
View of the Juſtitia Hulk, with the Convidts at Wc 
to face Dignam's Trial. — — 


The Convicts taking Water near Black Friars | 
John Hartley, &c. in the Houſe of Mr. Sn at 
; Fincbley. 
Samuel Bonner n Afitance from Mr. 
Mode of Puniſhment by Branding, &c. 
Roach, Elliot, and Gould, ſtealing the Laden Colin Coffin 
| of William Aſton, from the Vault of 1 
- bury Church. 
The Bellman at St. Sepulchre's, to face "Rondadd 
Riageley's Trial. 
The Priſoners ſtopping at the Baptife' Head, St. John's 
WR face the n Note E. the . 
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illiam-Cox, in the Preſs Yard. b 8 . 
Mr. Hart on 
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| Embelliſhed "With an ettics NEW e 
| Adapted to the various Subjects of this very uſeful 
—FAMILY VEE K, 


FARMERS WIFE; 


OR, THE COMPLETE 


COUNTRY. HOUSEWIFE. 


CONTAINING 


1 and ample Dire#ionz for the Breeding and Management of | 


Turkies, Fowwls, Geeſe, Ducks, Pigeons, &c. 

| Infruions for fattening Hogs, pickling of Pork, and * of - 

How to make Sauſages, Hogs- Puddings, &c. 

Full Infradtions for making Hines from various Kinds of Engliſh 

Fruit, aud from Smyrna Raiſins. | 
The Midied"ef making n Perry, Mead, Mum, Cherry- 


Dirac, e. 
Direction reſpecting the Dairy, containing the beſt Way of 


making Batter, and likewiſe Gloucefter ſpire, Cheſhire, Stiles 


Sage, and Cream Cherſe. | 
2 common on Engliſh Fruits and Vegetables, with . 


other uſeful Receip Country Hou/e-keeper 
Full pate — IX brew Buer aud Als of all Ache various 
Kinds made in this Kingdom. 
Ample Dire&#ions reſpecting the Management of Bu, wich an 
err * the Vie of 


To which is added, by 
The Art of Breeding and Managing SONG Bus; 


| LIKEWISE 
A Vatiety of REcEiyeTs in ä 


Aud ocher Particulars, well worthy the Attention of Women 
of all Ranks reſiding in the Couxrkr. 


D Full and plain, WE gie, 8 
Te teach the Farmer's Vit, 


— 


I With Satisfaction, hong to live 
ES | The happy Country Life. 
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In Order to maintain the diſtinguiſhed Reputation 
of TR MALETACTOR's REGISTER, or NEW 
NewoaTE and TyBURN CaLztxDar, (which 
has been rendered in the Courſe of the Publica- - 

tion far ſuperior to any Old Work of the Kind) 
the EpiTor has preſented the Public with the 
following Particulars, and intends in future to 
continue this uſeful and entertaining Work, by 
adding the moſt remarkable Trials as they 
occur, together with a genuine Account of 
each notorious Offender  - „ 


An autbentic Account of the Reverend Mr. Jaws 
Hackman, who ſuffered for the Marder 
Miſs REA. * 


1 * was a juſt obſervation of Solomon, that 
there is nothing new under the ſun; and yet 
there are ſome events of ſo ſudden, ſo ſtriking a 
nature, chat when they happen in our own time, 
and within the compaſs of our obſervation, they 
affect us more than when we read of them in an- 
tient authors; ſuch is the caſe before us, and an 
affecting one It is. | 
Mr. James Hackman was born at Goſport in 
Hampſhire, and originally deſigned for trade; 
but he was too volatile in diſpoſition to ſubmit to 
the drudgery of the ſhop or counting-houſe. His 
parents, willing to promote his intereſt as far as 
lay in their power, purchaſed him an 2 
commiſſion in the ſixty- eighth regiment of foot. 
He had not been long in the army when he was 
ſent to command a recruiting party, and being at 
SCRE eines. 


r 

Huntingdon, he was frequently invited to dine 

_ with a Hioble Earl, well known in the political 
world. Here it was that he firſt became acquainted 
with Miſs Reay, who lived under the protection 


of that nobleman. 

This Lady was the daughter of a ſtay- maker in 
Covent-Garden, and ſerved her apprenticeſhip to 
a mantua-maker in George's-Court, St. John's. 
Lane, Clerkenwell. She was bound when only 
thirteen, and in 1760, when ſhe was eighteen, 
her apprenticeſhip being expired, ſhe was diſ- 
charged with-a fair character. She was ſoon after 
taken notice of by the nobleman above-mentioned, 
who took her under his protection, and treated 
1 her with mark of tenderneſs. No ſooner 
4 had Mr. Hackman ſeen her than he became ena- 
Mouwred'of her, and finding he could not obtain 
preferment in the army, he turned his thoughts to 
43 the church, and entered into orders. Soon after 
1 ne entered into orders, he obtained the living of 
Wiverton in Norfolk, which was only about Chriſt- 
mas laſt, ſo that it may be ſaid he never enjoyed 


probable that Mr. Hackman imagined that 
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| It is 
| there was a mutual paſſion, that Miſs Reay had 
the ſame regard for him as he had for her. Love 
| and madneſs are often little berter than ſynony- 
mous terms, for had Mr. Hackman not been 
4 blinded by a bewitching paſſion, he could never 
IF have imagined that Miſs Reay would have left the 


family of a noble Lord at the head of one of the 
. Higheſt departments of the ſtate, in order to live in 
an humble ſtation. Thoſe who have been long 
accuſtomed to affluence, and even profuſion, ſel- 
dom chuſe to lower their flags. However, he 
was ſtill tormented by this unhappy, irregular, 
and ungovernable paſſion, which in an unhappy 
moment 
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1 
moment led him to commit the crime fot which 
ke ſuffered. PEAS © 2412155 

Miſs Reay was extremely fond of muſick, and 
as her noble protector was in an high rank, we 
need not be furprized to find that frequent con- 

certs were performed both in London and at Hinch. 
inbrook; at the latter place Mr. Hackman was 
generally of the party, and his attention to her at 
thoſe times was very great. How long he had been 
in London previous to this affair ig not certainly 
known, but at that time he lodged in Duke's- 
Court, St. Martin's-Lane. On the morning af 
the 7th of April, 1779, he ſat ſome time in his 
cloſet, reading Dr. Blair's ſermons; but in the 
evening he took a walk to the Admiralty, where 
he faw Miſs Reay go into the coach along with 
Signiora Galli, who attended her. The coach 
drove to Covent-Garden theatre, where ſhe ſtaid 
to ſee Love in a Village ated. Mr, Hackman 
went into the theatre at the ſame time, but not 
being able to contain the violence of his paſſion, 
he went home to his lodgings, and having loaded 
two piſtols returned to the play- houſe, where he 
waited till the play was over: ſeeing Miſs Reay 
ready to ftep into the coach, he took a piſtol in 
each hand, one of which he diftharged againſt her, 
which killed her on the ſpot, and the other at 
himſelf, which however did not take effe&. 

The moment ſhe fell, Mr. M*Namara, a gen- 
tleman who was going to hand her into the coach, 
laid hold of her, thinking ſhe had fallen into a fit 
by the report of the piſtol; but he was ſoon con- 

vinced of his miftake when he found himſelf 
bloody, and ſo fick that he was not able to ſtay 
any longer than to fee the body carried into rhe 
Shakeſpeare tavern, where it lay till the coroners 


- * 


inqueſt was taken. 
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In the mean time Mr. Hackman's wounds were 
dreſſed, and he was committed by Sir John Field- 
ing to Tothill-fields Bridewell, a then to New. 
gate, where a perſon was appointed to attend him, 
left he ſhould have laid violent hands on himſelf. 
In rate, as he knew he had no favour to ex- 
pect, he prepared himſelf for the awful change he 
was about to make. He had dined. with his ſiſter 
on the day the murder was committed, and in the 
afternoon wrote a letter to her huſband, Mr. 
Booth, an eminent attorney, acquainting him of 
his reſolution of deſtroying himſelf, deſiring him 
to ſell what effects he ſhould leave behind him to 
pay a ſmall debt; but this letter was not ſept, far 
it was found in his pocket. 
His trial came on before Judge Blackſtone, and 
he was found guilty upon the cleareſt evidence. 
In his defence he made uſe of the common plea of 
inſanity, or at leaſt of having no intention to mur- 
der Miſs Reay, but that could avail him nothing, 
ſeeing he had two loaded piſtols. He heard the 
dreadful ſentence pronounced with more fortitude 
than could have been expected, and being con- 
ducted back to Newgate, behaved with a becom- 
ing decency under his unhappy circumſtances. 
On the morning of his execution he got up a little 
after five, dreſſed himſelf, and ſpent ſome time 
in private meditation. About ſeven he was viſited 
by Mr. Boſwell, and ſome other friends, with 
whom he went to the chapel and received the ſa⸗ 
crament. When he came out of the chapel and 
was haltered, he ſeemed to be much ſhocked, 
which is not much to be wondered at. The re- 


vent into the coach along with him, accompanied 
* Mr. Brent, the ſheriff's officer. 
During 
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verend Dr. Porter, and Mr. Villette, the Ordinary, 
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the whole of the proceſſion. he ſtemed 
much affected, and ſaid but little, and when he 


arrived at Tyburn and got aut of the coach, and 
mounted the cart, he took leave of Dr. Porter 


uſual time, his body was carried to Surgeons- 
Hall. | 
Such was the end of a young gentleman, who 


might haye been an ornament to his country, the 
delight of his friends, and a comfort to his rela- 


- 


of an unhappy paſſion. E 
He was executed on the 19th of April, 1779. 
As the letter, intended for his brother-in-law, 
and his Defence, are of an intereſting nature, and 
will ſerve to throw ſome light on the cauſes which 
produced his unhappy end, we ſhall preſent our 
readers with the following genuine copies, 


LS 7.7-2 
„My dear Frederick, 


&« When this reaches you 1 ſhall be no more, 
but do not let my unhappy fate diſtreſs you too 
much; I have ſtrove againſt it as long as poſſi- 


tions, had he not been led away. by the influence 


ble, but it now overpowers me. You well know | 


where my affections were placed; my having by 
ſome means or other loſt her's (an idea which 1 
could not ſupport) has driven me to madneſs. 
The world will condemp me, but your good heart 


will pity me. God bleſs you my dear Fred. 


Would I had a ſum to leave you, to convince you 
of my great regard: you was my only friend. I 
nave hid one circumſtance from you, which gives 
me great pain. I owe Mr. Knight, of Goſport, 
i000. for which he has the writings of my houſes ; 
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and the Ordinary. After ſome time ſpent in 
prayer he was turned off, and having hung the 
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| bur-f: hope in God, when 


to ſettle our account, 


[ 1 

they are fold, and all 

other matters collected, = will be nearly enough 
1 God bleſs 

vou and yours with — 4 and happineſs; and 

may you ever be a ſtranger to the pangs I now 


feel. May heaven protect my beloved woman, 
and forgive this aft, which alone could relieve me 


| from a world of miſery I have long endured, Oh 


if it ſhould ever be in your power to do her an 
act of adp. remember your faithful friend, 


J. HAcxk MAN. 


PWW 

I ſhould not have troubled the court with the 
examination of witneſſes to ſupport the charge 
againſt me, had I not thought that the pleading 
ovilty to the indiftment gave an indication of 
contemning death, not ſuitable to my preſent con- 
dition, and was, in ſome meaſure, being acteffary 
to a ſecond peril of my life; and I likewiſe thought, 
that the juſtice of my country ought to be ſatisfied 
by ſuffering my offence to be proved, and the fact 
eſtabliſhed by evidence. 
1 6ſtand here this day the moſt wretched of hu- 
man beings, and confeſs myſelf criminal in a high 
degree; yet while I acknowledge with ſhame and 
repentance, that my determination againſt my own 


| life was formal and complete, I proteſt, with that 


regard to truth which becomes my ſituation, that 
the will to deſtroy her who was ever dearer to me 


than life, was never mine till a momentary phrenſy 


overcame me, and induced me to commit the deed 


I now deplore. The letter, which I meant for 


my brother-in-law after my deceaſe, will have its 

due weight as to this point with good men. 
Before this dreadful act, I truſt nothing will be 

found in the tenor of my life, which the common 
charity | 


- 
9 * 

Pr. * 
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my country appoint for my crime; but being 
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charity of mankind wilt not excuſe. 1 have no 
wiſh to avoid the puniſhment which the laws of 


already too unhappy to feel a puniſhment in death, 


or a ſatisfaction in life, I ſubmit myſelf with pen. 


tence and patience to-the di 


ſpoſal and judgment of 


Almighty God, and to the ae of this 


enquiry into > Wy 2 and intention. 
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of — Hitzranp tried for ſetting 
=> to * Houſe, and acquitted on a Point of 


PT H E caſe of this man being not Aal recent, 
but likewiſe ſingular, merits a place in this 
Work, although the perſon accuſed was not found 
guilty, Thomas Hilliard had been ſeveral 
years a Porter at the Royal Exchange Aſſurance 
Office, and likewiſe went on errands for Bankers, 
Merchants, and Tradeſmen in that neighbourhogd. 
He was Pariſh Clerk of St. Mildred in the Poul- 
try, and the Rev. Mr. Bromley employed him to 
collect his Tithes for him Had he not been con- 
ſidered as a man of integrity, he would never have 


been intruſted with an office upon which the ſup- 


port of a Clergyman depended, and fo far as it 
appears, he kept his accounts regular, without in- 
juring any one. However, be that as it will, on 
March 16th 1779, while _ he lived in Bird-in- 


Hand Court, Cheapſide, his houſe was Won 


to be on fire, and he himſelf went to the wate 
houſe and gave information of it to Mr. 'Waſhing- 
ton, the conſtable of the night. Hilliard, who 


was himſelf a conſtable, at the ſame time, ſeemed 
much frightened, and begged that'an engine ment 


be ſent for. Mr. Waſhington, and one Mr, 
well, went to view y the premiſes, and found there 


Was 


'  _ evidence, it would appear that this man laboured 
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* 5 | C 64 10 ; | 
was much ſmoke on the ſtairs, bur could not dif. 
ever an fire. Upon further enquiry: it was dif: 
covered chat there was 2 pitch barrel in a cloſer, 
which had been fer on fire, ſo that there aroſe 
ome ſuſpicion that it had been done by Hilliard 
himfelf ; upon this he was apprehended, and car- 
ried - before Alderman Hart at Guildhall, where 
in ſome reſpects he behaved like one ſubject to 
temporary fits of inſanity ; for he wanted to con- 
Fels more than he was . — with. Every thing 
of chis nature, whether real or imputed, raiſes an 

indignation in the minds of the people; and ro 
enhance the guilt of the priſoner it was given out 
that he had a conſiderable ſum of money in the 
funds, and that he had ſet fire to his houſe 4n 
order to defraud the Aſſurance Office, —All this, 
however, turned out to be falſe, for he was not 

Worth a ſhilling, having ſpent what trifle he had 
dy gambling in rhe lottery. All the circuniſtances 
alledged againſt him were proved on the trial; 
bur here * glory and humanity of the Engliſh 
laws ftood in his defence.—It is a maxim in law, 
that when the life of a man is at ſtake, every er- 
Tor, evety trifling circumſtance that ſeems to cre- 
ate a doubt, ſhall be conſtrued in his favour.— 
This is not done to encourage guilt, but to pre- 
ferve the perſons of whoſe guilt there may be 
ſome doubt. Thus it was proved that the cloſet 
where the fire was diſcovered, did not make part 
of the dwelling houſe, according to Stat. Hen. 
VIII. Cap. 1. Sect. 3. fo that he was acquitted. 
From ſame circumſtances that came out in the 


Under ſome ſort of religious melancholy; bat 


from what motives he really acted muſt be left to 
unerr wiſdom to determine — As the law has 
acquitted, let the charge againſt him be forgotten. 


* was Famed at * Old Bailey _ 115 7 8 
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Account of Jos nua 7 who was tried and executed 
1: xt JECT 


4 N Friday, July 31, 1778, bis trial Game on at Giildford, 


for the above-mentighed crime. There were two charges. 


of Forgery laid in the didtment, via. For forging a.2cl. 
bank note, dated May 5, 1774, No. 56, marked K. payable 
to Thomas Harris, Eſq; or bearer, on demand, purporting to 
be a bank nate, figned by the governor and co. gf the bank 
of England, and ſubſcribed Thomas Grant.“ It was alſo 


ſtated as a promiſſory note from the governor and co. 


A great number of witneſſes were examined on this octa- 
ſion; after which, and the evidence being cloſed, the jury 


found him guilty ; ia con equence of which; he was executed 
at Gangley- green, near Guildford, in the county of Surry. 


After his arrival at the place of execution, he behaved ſtea- 
dily and pevitent, acknowledging his crime, and owning his 
guilt, continually praying to God to forgive the Who 
artfully drew him over to England after he had made his 


eſcape_trom..the - New-Gaol in the Borough, and was the 


means of hanging him for ten guineas, after he had aſſiſted 
bim in his eſcape. - 13 25 


Thus this perſon fell a victim to an inordlinate thirſt. for 


money, which inſtigated him to commit a crime extremely in- 


jurious to public credit and private property, and which could 


only be expiated by an ignominious death; '- , 
He was executed Aug. 20, 1778. 
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A brief Account of TH0Mas BOULTER, the noted Hig n 


THIS wan had for a Rink, - RTE time infeſted . 


ern count'es, where he had committed e, darin 
robberies ; but was at length nended near London, — 


A 


committed to New Prifon, Clerkenwell, from whence he found 
depredations on 


means to make his eſcape, and renew his 
the. public. He committed feveral robberies in Hampſhire, 
and was become the dread of that part of the kingd 


in purſuit of him, who took 


wards tried and convicted at Wincheſter, and 
two igactments. The audacity of this adveaturer was 


e kingdom; io 
Greyhound inn, at Bridport in Dœſetſhire. He was after» 
guilty on 


* 


f BY 
1 "+4 3 * 


gteat, even. after his "MS eſcape from priſon, 35 | 


i prompt neee to go low down imo the — where he was 
_ uitiverſally known, and rob many Marte which gives room 
to reflect. that iniquitous practices, fooner or ==> meet with 


the worſt of 5; and villainy, tho” it may prove ſucceſſ- 
ful for 2 time, yet ſekdom ſails to involve the perpetrators in 
_ certain ruin; for notwithſtanding the judge, to che ſurprize 


every perſon in court, recommend 


Bas 


him to mercy, 
was executed at 2 * 18. 1778. 


— 


85 nnn ̃ . 
abe Oli Bailey, for a Forgery upon the Bank of England. 


; E was tried on Thurſday, the 20thiof May 1779.—— 
| There 7 * never appeared in 3 of juſtice 

capital nor ſo ingenious a man in his ſtyle as this perſon. 
His er 


[5 


taken up. 


of England. The note was — in court, and witneſſes 
were brought to prove its having been negociated by him, 
This fact being eftabliſhed; the next circumftance in con- 
ſideration 3 to ge that the note was abſolutely a coun- 
terfeit one. utors were totally unable to do, 
by any te 7 — . could adduce; ſo minutely and ſo dex- 
 teroufly had he ſeigned all the different marks. The note 
HEN wes at cndy {&-made a+ — it altogether im | 
e for any hag optic to ve a difference, but thevery 
| ands of th the caſhier and rhe en 
| —_ E preclude a poſitive diſerĩmination, 
by theſe men emfelves. The water mark too, namely, 
Junk PA Englagd, which the bankers have confidered as an 
_ - Jnfallible criterion of fair notes, a mark which could not be 
_ _xeſembled by any poffibig means, was alfo bit off by this man, 
d to put it out of the power of the moſt exact obſerver to 
3 perceive a difference. Several paper- makers were of opinion 
„ Bl e 
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<lerk were alfo ſo coun- 


9 8 » * 

. wah ** nn * 
· „ y „ . r Fen 4 * = 

\ | Es * - 

WY P e „ 8 * 

* - FV 2 I ww © h oy . 

4 4 : oy : 
4 6 e — ; 


5 F 67. 1 . 
of: buy Mies declires that he. pes 8 * 
a peculiar and known only to Miſe. Tho em. 


e 
u the 1 and jury £ er certa 

hive bas fog wide of evidence ts the coun- 
torſeit, if bis own information, taken at Fielding's, had not 


He was executed at Ty purſuant to his ſentence, on 


uly 28th, 1979. At = place of execution, be made a 


e 


1 h, r took up 4 14 minutes; —— | 
; Ht, and hoped veneſs m WH 
Ht wiped others to 101d Ul crime for which he ſuf- 
ſered, and forgave his proſecutors. - 

Such was the fatal and untimely end of a man, who, if his 
talents had been laudably employed, might have proved an 
ornament and uſe to ſociety ; but which being abuſed to the 
baſe and illegal purpoſes of fraud and injuſtice, made him 
x to that ſevere puniſhment which the laws of his 

country affix to a crime ſo highly detrimental to the public 
and individuals. Which inſtance, with many others of a 
Gmilar kind, prove the truth of the obſervation. in ſcripture, 
that a little which the ri righteous „ is better chan all 
the riches of the ungodly.” 
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Some Particulars of Joun Sexxecrn, avho was executed at Not- 
tipgham for the ifa Marder William Yeadon, "Ip 
callecbor, and his Mother, at Scrooby Turnpike. 


HE commiſen of this horrid crime being 


morning of his execution, that the two perſons he had ac- 
cuſed as accomplices were intirely innocent of the fact, and 
that he only committed the ſhocking murders for which he 
n he was at the turnpike carly in 
on which he committed the fact; went away 
and wandered about the common till late, when 
—_— the turnpike-houſe, 


he knocked him down with a hedge- 


the fair and falſe notes had fuck an effet . 


been produced againſt — * l inen +3 


kim, it will be ſufficepe to add, that he confeſſed, on the 


pretendi . 
S | 


1 
: 
" 


1 + ne or both of the above cauſes, and an unhappy fondue 


* M/ Eri Wark iss, . the Mord * 
| ber Own Child, . 


HE was charged wh the murder of her oats child, 
and tried for the ſame at the ſeſſions in the Old Bailey, 

September 1779; but the evidence produced by the witneſſes 

to prove the fact not being ſufficiently ſtrong” to criminate 


her: 


4 fagrt Account 


She was acquitted. 


mn r 


* 
* 
—— — — 
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VB Arcount of Jonn n Lo, WILLIAM Tuner, and MAY 
WIILIAus, for Coiniag. 


Trg being found againſt theſe offenders, they were 
tried, Jan. 14, 1780, for felon ouſly and treaſonably coĩn- 
ing and counterfeiting the current ſilver of this realm, called 
tilliogy, ſixpences. and half crowns, at a houſe in White's- 
alley, Chancery-lane —The two men pleaded innocence, pre- 
tending to have been decoyed into the houſe; and ſaid, if 
they ſuffered, it would be as innocent perſons. However, as 
there was no doubt-that the ſentence was juſt, they were all 
* condemned ; the two men to be hanged, and the woman to be 
ay after having been previouſly Arnngled, 
As ſcarce any crime can be attended with greater inconve- 
nienee to the community in general, and many individuals of 
the lower claſs; than this; io none calls for a more exemplary 
puniſhment. Idleneſ⸗ and profli are the common fore- 
runners of this and moſt other heinous crimes, which, if con- 
tinued i in, are ſure to be followed, ſooner or later, with de- 
Aruction and ſhame; to both which, the want of moral ho- 
neſty, and a diſregard to ſalutary laws, expoſe multitudes 
of unthinking mortals, moſt of whom. aſcribe their ruia to 


for vice and vicious company. 
John Benfeld and William Turley were executed Jan. * 
1700's but _ Wü: ä and OP 
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His bee young woman was 9 of: Saffrom 
Walden in Effex, born of honeſt and induſtrious pa- 
rents, and had lived for a conſiderable time with her aunt, 
who was a bed-maker belonging to Trinity college. Till the 
unhappy affair which bronght her to ſo ignominious. an end, 
ſhe w generally eſteemed for the decency and modeſty of her 
Wy and it is much to be lamented, | we a miſtaken fear 

of _ ſhould have induced her to commit an action at 


which nature ſhadders, the deſtruction of her own offapring. 


th 


The following are the particulars of the ſhocking murder 
perpetrated by this malefactor, as they appeared on the coro- 
ner s inqueſt, and on the trial. 
On Friday the 7th of January, 1780, about 11 in the morn- 
ing, the body of a new-born female infant was found in the 
river near Trinity college bogs ; which was Immediately taken 
out, and a coroner's jury ſummoned to fit on the — 
Mr. Bond, a ſurgeon, depoſed, that he examined the 
when he found the head ſwelled and bruiſed, the ſcull — 
tured in ſeveral places z that on opening the body, the lungs 
appeared diſtended, and were on trial ſpecifically lighter than 
water ; and that he was of opinion the child was born "tive, and 
received i its death by the wounds in the head. 
Eſther Hall, the wife of William Hall, brewer to Triniey 
college, whoſe dwelling-houſe was within the college gares, at 
no great diſtance from the place where the child was found, 
depoſed, That her Niece, Elizabeth Butchill, had lived about 
three years with her in the capacity of a bed maker in the 
ſaid college: that about three o'clock in the morning of the 
4 inſt; ſhe heard ber niece groan very much, and, getting 
to inquire into the cauſe, found her complaining .of A 
K cholic; that ſhe heated ſome peppermint- water, &c. 
and gave to her, with ſome hot flannels, which ſeemed to give 
her eaſe ; that abont fax in. the morning the ſaid Efther Hall 
went to college, leaving her niece in bed, where ſhe found 
her on her return about ten o'clock. 
William Hall, huſband to the ſaid RY hearing a child 
had been found, ſulpetled the ſaid Eliz. Butchill, and ſent ſor 
2 iyrgeon to examine her. In her voluntary confeſſion, taken 
before the mayor and Dr. Ewin, and read to > the j jury, ſhe. con- 
felled that ſhe was delivered of a female child on Thu 
morning about half pait ſix o'clock, by herſelf; that the child 
cried ſome little me aſter its birth ; and that 1 in about twenty 


minutes 
[ 
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cena, We. in the dunghill near 
_ dence the jury brought in their 


very 
| — — 


river, and b 
the houſe. 
verdict Wil 
did not charge the ſaid Elizabeth Butchill as.t 
bo mc ae” yo 1 
as ſoon as ſhe could be removed 
On Wedneſday morning ſhe was 
when her voluntary confelioa bein 
roborating circumſtances appearing | 
found her ity, _ judge paſſed ſentence on 245 

affecting manner. When the unhappy cul. 
— » his lordſhip told her, 
that as ſhe had been ben of le 
ſtiſting the ties of maternal affection, had been the 
murderer of her child, it was impoſſible for m to be ex- 


5 tended to her in this world ; he therefore exhorted to ſeek 
ſor a fincere 


repentance, and ſentenced her to be executed 
the ſucceeding Friday, and her body to be anatomized. 
From the time of her commitment ſhe was in a bad ſtate of 
health ; but her behaviour was modeſt, patient, and penitent. 
A worthy clergyman viſited her daily, and adminiftered the 
ſacrament to ber, when ſhe was perfectly reſigned to her fate, 
and acknowledged the juſtice of her ſentence. - In the evening 
_— hep — —— 4 leave of ber friends, 
an e night tolera except at intervals, 
— 1p rac to be prized of of "og 
In the morming of the fatal day the before mentioned 
vian attended her to the place of execution, where her 
viour was frm, reſigned, and wen 9's She joined with 
the minifter in prayer, and ſung the entation of a finner, 
with marks of a fincere penitent, dec ſhe had made her 
22 God, and was reconciled to fate. Defiring 
ber cxnmple migh might be a warnin — vices o- 
calling on Jeſus Chriſt for mercy, ſhe was launched 
— "eternity — thouſands of commiſerating 


- She was a decent plain __—_— about 28 years of 
r: 


murder is known 


months in Horſham gaol. : 


— 


( 71 | 
only to the perpetrator, and to the 
ty; and too frequently it happened, that where the eri 
has been diſcovered, .from a deficiency in the evidence the 
criminal has eſcaped, | © A *Y 

May the melancholy end of Elizabeth Butchill be an ex- 
le, an awful example, to deter all mothers, in the like 
nate circumftances, from being the ſecret murderers 
of their children i to reach unthinking females to be on their 
guard againſt the poffible conſi of unlawful love; and, 
where they have been anfortunately deluded, not to add 
crime to crime, 9 the tender feelings of a mother, 
De Waocent —If ver uatitncly cad tha? prevent. « Si 
hel ihnocent —If her unti preven 
lar crime, or bring one hardened finner to repentance, the 
will not have died in vain. | PE" 

She was executed at Cambridge, March 17, 1780. 


Account of Jans Buznzy, for Marder. 


IE was one of thoſe violators of the laws in being, who, 
H contrary to the ſtatute in that caſe made and provided, 
preſume to deſtroy and take the Game in different parts of 
the kingdom. Being detected in this unlawful ice by 
Thomas Hewitt, game-keeper to the duke of Richmond, and 
ordered to deliver up his gun, he refuſed, and, on the duke's 
ſervant approaching to take it away, he ſhot him dead on the 
fpot. This happened at Goodwood in Eſſex, in Dec. 1779. 
Burnet was then in company with one Dilloway, who not 
being concerned in the murder, eſcaped puniſhment. Burner 
was tried for the wilful murder of the faid perſon, Men 20, 
1790; but ſome circumſtances appearing in his favour, from 
the ſuddenneſs of the fact, he was found guilty of manſlaugh- 
ter, ſenrenced to be burnt in the hand, and impriſoned 12 


'Tho' his puniſhmeat for this crying fin has been thus mi- 
tigated in an earthly court, yet as a more awful indiftment 
at the bar of divine juſtice ſtands out againft every ſuch of- 
fender, it is hoped ſincere repentance will 1 left a 
worſe, puniſhment, without the leaſt mercy, upon them; 
for, whatever men may think, the day is approaching, when 
every ſecret and open fin, unatoned and unrepented of, 
mall undergo a ſtrict and impartial ſerutiny at that awfyl bar 
Where the bad meet puniſhment, the good reward.” 


Account © 
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* es which affect the property of the community in 


general have been the; pecuhiag object of the Britiſh le- 


, . 


25 tyre, who have from tine, to time enacted wholeſome 
2WS, and inflicted fevere puniſhments againſt. the per, etrators 
thereof; fo none can come more propecly. under this deno- 
minaton than that of ſmuggling, or dealing in uncuſtomed 

gods, inaſmuch. as it ig extremely detrimental to the fair 

trader, as well as to his, Majeſty's revenue. This practice 

Knight had been carrying, on for ſome time; and on the 

26&h of Feb. 178c, having, with ſome other ſmugglers, me» 

two dragoons at Whiiſtable, near Canterbury, he aſſiſted in 
ſhooting them. Being apprehended, on the 16th. of March 

following be was tried at Maidſtone aſſizes for the fact, found 

' guilty, and afterwards executed on Pennington- Heath. 

' Thus we find, in this and oumberlefs other. inſtances, that 
„ the wages of fin is death;“ and that evil company and 
examples plunge many inconſiderate mortals into dettruction; 
whilt, on the contrary, the happineſs and tranquillity which 

a life of ſobr'ety and induſtry affords to others, prove toda 

demonſtration, that © honeſty is the beſt policy, and virtue 

is its own reward.” | * yy 3 
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An authentic Account of the dreadful Riors which happened i” 
the Beginning of the Month of june 1;80, and the aeftructi ve 


- 


_ Effects thereyf.. 
Li FERE it not that fact put the matter beyond a doubt, 
"WY it would ſeem almoſt incredible that ſuch horrid de- 
vaitation, which we ſhall here give ſome account of, could be 
commuted by a gang of lawleſs miſcreants, and alſo increaſe 
for ſeveral days together, in the very heart of, the kingdom, 
and its capital, to the terror of all ranks and orders of people. 
This alarming commotion took its riſe from a reſolution of 
the Proteſtant Aflociation, of which lord George Gordon was 
preſident, to addreſs the parliament, by petition, in order to 
obtain a repeal of the att lately made in favour of the Ro- 
man catholies; which petition was agrecd to be accompanied 
to the parliament-houſe by the whole body of ſubicribers, 
Accordingly on the ad of june they aſſembled in St. George's 
Fields in four diviſions, to the amount of at leaſt fifiy thou- 
ſand; and proceeded from thence to the houſe of POO 
| . Where 
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MENT keving waited till the members came, ſome of them 
York; the lor 
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particularly the abp; of 


were very roughly treated by them ; 

dent, thrds Mansfield and Stormont; bp. 
of © Lincola, Welbore Ellis, Eſq; Mr. Strahan, &c.” The rab- 
ble even attempted to force their way 
mons, ſo that this members could ſcarcely get in or out. Lord 
Geo. Gordon endeavoured to diſperſe how, by telling them, 
their gracious king would give them relief, and that eee 


tition would be heard on Tueſday. 
parties, "RY going 


The mob now formed themſelves into 
to the Romiſh chapel in Duke-ftreer, Lincoln's inn-fields, an 
others to that in Warwick-ſtreet, Golden-ſquare, both which 
buildings they in a great meaſure ſoon demoliſhed.. "Thirteen | 
of the rioters were taken and lodged in priſon, and the tu- 


mult for the preſent ſubſided. 
On Sunday afternoon the rioters atracked the chapel and 
dwellin -houſes of the Roman catholics in R akers-alley, 


Moorfietds, the furniture and fittings ap of which they burnt. 
They now declared their reſolution of releaſing the people 
confined in Newgate for the violence ORG at the Sar- 
dinian and Warwick - ſtreet chapels. 
On Monday, the mob growing more formidable, the cha- 
pels in Virginia-lane, Wapping, and NI e-lane, Eaſt- 
fmithſield, were deſtroyed by ſeveral - Rainsforth, 
of Stanhope-ftreet, and Mr. 'Maberly. of Long-acre, who had 
given evidence againſt thoſe who had been taken, had their 
houſes ſtripped, and the contents committed to the flames; 
and the houſe of Sir Geo. Savile ſhared a like fate. 
On Tueſday the- military were ordered duty at both 
houſes of par 
ſtanding which, the earl of Sandwich, in his way to the houſe 
of lords, was dragged from his carriage, and with diſſieulty 
reſcued by the ſoldiers. Lord G. Gordon afterwards deſiring 


the people to diſperſe, they took the horſes from bis carriage, 
ud s x. his lordſhip to his houſe in Welbeck-ftreet. 34x 


ing the-houfe of juſtice Hyde, near Leiceſtor⸗ | 


of the rioters broke into Newgate, ſer fire to 


_ Akerman' s furniture, which t 
> and afterwards burnt the itſelf, which had lately 
8 erected at an immenſe expence, the walls being only leſt 
ſtanding; and releaſed about three hundred priſoners. 
_ The night, a party of theſe deſperate ruſhans ſer fire to 
earl Mansheld's houſe in Blootſbury-ſquare, which was intirely 
confumed, with a collection of v 


ſeript 


into the houſe of com- 


Hament, St. James's, the Tower, c. Notwith= 


had thrown into the 


ery valuable pictures, and (an 1 
Lireparabls Joſs to the ee age 8 and ** 300 manu- 


„ eee n 
feript volumes of notes on great law caſes, and the eonſtitution 
of Fovland and privileges of 1ament (the laſt of which 
his lordſhip had juſt tranſcnbed for the preſs), after having 
been collected with unremitting aſſiduity by this great law 
luminary, and alſo many very ſcarce manuſcripts, were ſacri- 
ficed to the fury of an ungovernable mob! The military did 
not arrĩve * to prevent the miſchief, but, in diſperſing 
the mob, killed fix men and a woman, and AA 

ethers. The houſe of juſtice Cox in Great Queen-ftreet, and 
of Sir John Fielding in Bow-ftreet, they alio deſtroyed, and 
ſet at liberty all the priſoners in New Priſon, Clerkenwell. 

At the cloſe of Wedneſday was exhibited one of the moſt 
awful and dreadfol ſpeftacles ever ſeen in the metropolis; for 
they deſtroyed by fire the King's Bench and Fleet Priſons, the 
toll-houſe on Blackfriers bridge, two bouſes of Mr. * 
an eminent diſtiller is Holborn, one at the bottom, and the 
ether near the Bars, beſides ſeveral dwellings of Roman ca- 
tholics, ſo that the inhabitants were terrified at the fight of 
many different fires (ſome ſay twelve or upwards) burning at 
the ſame time in the middle of the night, and the ſtreets were 
crouded with perſons moving their goods, ſcarcely knowin 
where to go for ſafety, The inſurgents had likewiſe deel 
their determination of deſtroying the Bank, Gray's Inn, Lin- 
coln's inn, the Temple, the grand arſenal at Woolwich, the 
royal palaces, &c. &c, It now became nece to exert the 
royal pi ve, and give the military diſcretionary power. 
For the protection of the Bank, guards were ſtationed be- 
fore that building, and within the Royal Exchange, St. Paul's 
church, inns of court, &c. and at the water-works belonging 
to the New River company and London-bridge, both which 
laſt had been threatened with deſtruction. The rioters made 
two attacks upon the Bank, and one upon the Pay office; in 
which attempts, many perſons were killed and wounded by 
the ſoldiers, Two men and a boy were ſhot in the Fleet- 
market, three men were ſhot dead upon Blackfriars bridge, 
numbers killed themſelves by exceſſively drinking non; rectiſied 

fpirits at Mr. Langdale's diſtilleries, others burnt ta death or 
buried in the ruins, from which about 20 of theſe wretches 
were dragged out, many of them being dead. 'The Tame 
ſcenes of ſhocking intemperance happened at ſeveral other 
_ Places, and were attended with the like dreadful effects. 
Some diſturbances happened in the Borough, where ſeveral 
individuals ſuffered confiderably in their property; but the 


rioters were ſoon diſperſed by the military; as they alſo were 
at lord Mansfield's fine ſeat it.Cacn-woed, Hampſtead. Th : 
9 2 
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The ſollox ing is a ganeral. yiew of che * of the riowrs, | 
under a rh commitſhon, granted for that purpoſe : In Lon- 
dan and Middleſex—Tried A. found guiky, 34.3 8 
4 ; EMC, 193 ; acquiced 50. In Southwark— Ined, 
dH found guilty, „iz exec 7 3. acquitted, 
, 2 Belides t 2 244 who were executed, the return pu 
liſhed of thoſe 1 were killed by the ſoldiers, amounted to 
210, and 75 died in hoſpitals; in all, z85.; and upwards of 
2000 were ſet at liberty from the ſeveral gaols. 
Tube ſ{cffions at the Old Bailey, at which the London rioters 
were tried, began [une 2gth, and ended on the 11th of July 
following, when 34 were capitally convicted. —— At St. Mar- 
_ garet's hill ſittings, held by ſpecial commiſſion, and which 
ended July zoth, 5o perſons were tried as rioters, of whom 
24 were.capitally convicted. 
It is neceſſary to obſerve, that there was not one man of 
character or condition, of any deſcription, who abetted the 
rioters in the commiſſion of fuch dreadfal enormities ; nor 
any man among the afſociated proteſtants, who was either 
tried or taken up on ſuſpicion, except the i young 
nobleman — tried and acquitted), whoſe intemperate 
zeal. pregipitated him into meaſures which he was far from 
imagining would he productive of thoſe dreadful conſequenees 
by which the whole metropolis, and its environs were thrown 
| into a ſtare of conyulfion WW in . annals of bif- 
dony- 
We n that the W outrages com- ; 
mitted by theſe abandoned wretches were fo numerous and 
\ n. and the further miſchiefs dreaded from their me- 
L re ſo tremendous, that (as was remarked of one of 
the; Roman emperors) one would almaſt think Divine 
Ness enen had ſuffered them to run ſuch ſhocking lengths. 
to ſheu what horrid exceſſes the human mind is capable of 
hen leſt to its on evil bias, without reſtraint ut the pu- 
niſhment due to ſuch heinous crimes ſoon overtook many of 
 aham, tho it is to be feared not all of the moſt guilty ; Grice 
man; imptudent and over-curious: „ by mixing with 
the principal actors, had involved themſelves in the ſame pu- 
niſhment, Bat however, the ſufferings of ſome of the moſt 
notorious offenders, at the ſame time that it may ſerve as an 
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example of terror to evil doers, ſuſſicienti) res, that hom, 
daringiy ſoever wickedneſs may triumph for a ſeaſon, it will 
draw it the puniſhinent juſtly due to the tran on of 
baman laws, and, without repentance,-an 


after to the vengeance of the Almighty. — 
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ON: [ſtreet ; and Georg 


Robert Lovell, Mary Cook, 


and Gray, bankers, in Lombard-ftreet. Their e 
man about 18 


-this ing locked 
drag þi 
dows, and $xed double doors on the ſtairs, ſo a0 to proven 
the hearing zhe cries of any perſon put therein. 

fcreams bei 
kept the Gl 
4 pray ters and thundered at the door ; * which be- 


e names of the inlets” ith the timbs and places 
of their execution, are as follow: 


+ William Macdonald, Charlotte Garatuer, and Mary Ra- 
berts, were executed Jaly rith, at Tower-hill ; \ Wm. Bro 


ſtreet. On the 12th; 'Tho. Taplin and Richard Rodents, 
in Bow. ſtreet; and james Henry, on Helborn- hill. 


Sp Gamble, at Bethnal Green ; Solomons, in White- 
1; and james Jackſon, in the © Old Bailey, —On the 

\ Tho, rice, James Burn, and Benjamin Waters, in 

e re and Jonathan Stacey in Moor- 

Belds.—0n the 22d, Charles Kent and John Grey, in 
Bloomſbury-ſquare.* 
Borough rioters executed Avg. .9, 17 80, in St. George's $- felds : : 


dw. Dorman, Olive Johnſon, 
Eliz. Collings, Bae Penny, and John ale who bay 
behaved in a * becoming manner. 
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þ WII JANES Dannrorr Rr 


E N 815 8 the Renters r - 


\HIS extraordinary affair Aug. ; 1780. at No. 

21, in | © ma OY Black Friars, which e Darnford 

and Newton hired, after it had been empty tor ſome time. 
A note payable at this houſe, and which became due gn the 
above day, had been previouſly left with Meſſ. Smith, * 


years of age, came to the houſe for the wnady - 
they opened the det door, and on his entering collared him, at- 
tempted to gag him, and drag him down into the cellar, 
Finding * intention was to murder him, by an extraor- 
dinary effort he from them, and ran to the ſtreet- door; 
a they again ſeized him and atten ted: x 
having — darricadoed the cel 


m back, 


providentially heard by Mrs. Boucher; who 
Arms on the oppoſite fide of- the way ſhe 


open the lower ſaſn window and 
in as to ſes the tranſaction in the paſſage, and to 


r Darnfo:d. Newton Janiped out of 2 one yu of 
Kain 


in Biſhopſgate ſtreet; and William Bateman, in Cekmag- 


On | 
the 14th, Enoch Fleming, in Op RE. ——On the 2oth, 
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ſo far 
"and 
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and | 
2 9 — fk R of 3 clerka 13 


ho have been ſuppoſed to abſcond wich the 
N e | more e probable 4 avg od 


20 him; but it 18 
ave met with a f fare Kalte to th which had fo nearly be- 


falls the aboye- ay. 519 Bailey, . * 
ir Sept. 
. . I; id clerk, and robbing him of 4 UNE 


containing netes. and. bills to the amount of abopt. 4000 l. 
and were condemned chiefly on the evidence of Mrs. Bou- 


ay EN CE EC NECES 
"2 people in a very fngu- 


As Darnford had defrauded many 
| lar manner, and as the method which he took to do it was 


not only injurious to the s ref ting their * 
ty, bat Boy fon rm of much conſuſiom and ditvilh" be- 
tween the country and London dents ;: it may not be 
improper, for the ſatisfaction of our readers, and detecting 
the like practice in future, to give a few ats of the 
means he made uſe of for carrying his villainous deſigns into 
execution. In a paper delivered to the ordinary DW 
of execution, he informed the public as folloẽ -W::?eù“ 
% The method I chiefly. 10 practice, was, N the 
poſt-mark of different towns, which I ut on a piece of paper 
made up as a letter, and then went to the inns where: the 
coaches came, and heard the parcels called over; then wert 
to a neighhonring public-honſe, and wrote the direction on 
mee nenne The 
book-keepers ſeeing the direction the fame, and the poſt- 
mark on it, uſually gave me what I aſked for, on paying 
their demand. He thaw groan is - r among 


ſeveral others: a1 „ reg bus sv 
, Im Sept. 17 1 Lebeined a — 
[refied to Meik, Zach, Wri and Gray, which contained 


bills to the amount of 50 J. aa; one cif them, for 
2161. 58. was drawn on Mr. Gauſfah, dri=Sts Helen's; which 
I carried for , and prevailed ombimitq give md the 
| caſh for, allowing him the diſcount; Ewrote: John: Watkins 

on the bill, aud likewiſe on the "draft, webich- Mr GSauſſen 
paid me; the aniount I received in caſh:at the bank f 4 
land: Two mae of the bills I left for Ar ran And the 


others 1 deſtraye id. 3 | i at Ward c: 
— ate been concern in taking from carritges, inns, 
&c. boxes, — Portmanteaus, c. — age 


he 


_ P y 
_ * 1 
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he found contained no, & 
always ent accorting' to the decnons. 
-was enabled to eas. ſeveral hoafes, ' Which 
—_— of Abbe rz0l, bum. He denied 
thought of intention to murder tlie clerk; and ther 
cee ae bis Interitions' — 5 the fact to New. 
ten; who allo, in a paper de n miniſter be fore 
execution, ſolemnly desen J Was a employed by Darn- 
ford on ce 70 con fi ning an evidence for an hour or two, 
that he might nor zppear on a trial agi7oft him. 
5 were both executed at Wang, ret 225 Ln 


means he 


aving had 


Aar Particulars of Joun eee E;: 6 Was 
e * the Murder of Sir 22 Rar Bart. 


| O . Donellun entered very: young into; his Majefty's 


capt. Alder corn. He puter nd the ſervice here: nll 1759, 
when he and ſome other officers were diſmiſſes, purſuant to 
the ſentence of a court martial, for "and: re the 
effects belonging to the n and black merchams of Ma- 
zulipatam the capital of Golconda, after they had capitulated. 
This diſgraceful ſentence. putting an end to his military cha- 
rafter, he embarked ares coat to obtain — of it; 
but without effect. 
- » Aſter his return to En gland, r We 
controul of wregular hows. me ty his fortune - i. became 
thy injured ; but tre ftill-reſerved a fam ſufficient to p- 
| ſtrare or two in the Pantheon, which, his embarrafi- 
ments increaſing, he was obliged to ſell under greet difad- 
vantages. Play and gallantry, the ultimate:fubterfuges- of 
_— wholly engrofſed hs time and thoughts.” uni- 
intercourſe 


with polite proſtitutes was 
tended to increaſe his con © his connection with a 


nied- lady was alſo the ſubject of much ebnverfation, her 
hbuſe; table, ſervants, and at his command. 
He was a great, but generally an unſucceſsful bs 


He firſt met with "Boughton and ber daughter at 'the 


Pantheon in London. The young lady age Jaw poſſeſſion of 
='handſame fortune, attrafted his notice, occaſioned him 


to ſhew the moſt unremitting aſſiduĩties and attention to the 


ladies, till having 


— impreſſion on the daugh- 
ter not walurourable 


wiſhes, — * 


I to ths 


or materials worth keeping, * 
— yy 


— and in 1757 went to Madras in the E. Indies, 
where he mode we rhe oa 39th regiment commanded by | 


known, ind 


wm wor go oP t>m>y3 2 | 
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of Wilful Murder—the phyſician's evidence, from viewing 


7 enn 25 
other happy by an e and clandeſtine marriage,. his 
affair exaſperated the lady's relations for ſome time, wa 
his decent behaviour, and unwearied efforts to conciliate the 
eſteem of the family, he ſo far ſucceeded” as to obtain an-in- 
vitation to Lawford Hall, the ſear of the Boughtone, where 
he ſoon acquired an aſcendency over every branch ef the fu- 
mily ; no arrangement being made, nor alteration admitted 
in the domeſtic economy, without his advice and participe- 
tion; his orders were as punQually obeyed as though be had 
been the owner of the manſion en 
He was tried at Warwick affizes' Mar. 30. 1781. By lady 
red, that her ſon was 20 years 


Boughton's evidence it a 
„would have been about 2oo6l. 
year, moſt of which, at his death, was to deſcend to his ſiſter, 


old ; his fortune, when at age 
a 


Mrs. Donellan': that Sir Theodofias being under cure at Law- 


ford-hall for a venereal complaint, the witneſſes alledged, Mr. 


Donellan found means to mix laurel-water (a ſtreng poiſon, 


of his own diſtilling) with Sir T. “s phyfic. This inno- 
cently adminiſtered by his mother, lady Boughton, threw him 
into couvulſions, and in about 10 minutes after he expired, 
Aug. 30. 1780. Captain Donellan, ſeeing what had hap- 
ed, immediately waſhed and rinced the bottles, for which 
zer ladyſhip blamed him. This circumſtance, and his haſtily 
burying the body to ptevent inſpetion—the coroner's charge 


body when taken up—and the evidence of a number of wit- 
neſſes, who were of opinion that Sir. 'T,*s death was occafioned 
by poiſon prepared by capt. Donellan—theſe teſtimonies con- 
curring to criminate him, the jury declared him guilty, and 
the judge pronounced ſentence of death upon him. 

At the place of execution, he ſolemnly declared, as he was 
ſhortly co-appear before God, that he was innocent, and that 
he fell a facrifice to the malice of his proſecutors. — + 

In this unhappy man's caſe and lamentable ca he, we 
ave a ſtriking proof of the dreadful conſequences of a life of 
vicious pleaſure and gaiety, which too frequently impel their 
votaries to uſe baſe and illicit means for acquiring money to 
ſupport extravagant expence: theſe purſuits tend to harden - 
the conſcie and exclude all thoughts of morality and reli- 
gion, the only road to true pleaſure ; foraſmuch as profaneneſs 
and'debauchery lead the unwary to the chambers of death. 

He was executed near Warwick city, April 3, 1784. 


Account 
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J — the ſeat of the priſoner's father, for bail or 


© 3 


| fame on the 22d of the ſame. month: but afterwards obtained 
_ a reſpite, which did not avail him long. 
lis behaviour at the laſt was ve 
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, 


tence hard ; nor had bo ſuch an affecting ſenſe of 12 as 
to repent of it as became him, but waſted his few remaining 


- members of the community. 


mentary pa 


18 N en IO 


4 drone of the Trial, fe. of War, Marin, Eq; fo Hardee 
Off, 18th of OR. 1780, Joſeph Spin 


ke, a bailif's fol- 
had been iel. with Mr. Meyer, after he had been 
„ till next morning, when the bailiff was to go to 


the debt, About ten at 


y night, after the pri- 
— 2 and ad Es hx er whiſpered. together, , ſhe went out and 


brought in a piſtols under her apron, and gave them 
to her SPEER ying, There are your piſtols, to fulfill 
your fooliſh humour,” He ordered them to leave the room ; 


which they refuſing to do, he fired and ſhot Spinke in the 
neck, the ball went thro' the windpipe. Thomas Meyer in- 
tantly ſaid, Now, Mr. Meyer, you have done for — 4 
The ſervant-maid, on — the piſtol, ran up- ſtairs — met 
her miſtreſs, who exclaimed, By oy Lord God, here is a 
mon killed.” Meyer was ſecured ; inke died in a few 
hours, err but laid his death 


They were both tried for this fact at Vork aſſzes, Mar. 20, 
Meyer, Eſq; was ſentenced to die for the 


ry unſuitable to his awful 
fituation : he ſeverely accuſed his wife, and thought his ſen- 


moments in a light and trifling manner. 

It is our hearty and ſincere wiſh, that a due and timely re- 
flection on the denunciations of the Almighty againſt this and 
ther heinous crimes, and the ignominioas puniſhments in- 
icted on thoſe who are guilty of them, may deter men from 


1 evil practices; and that, inſtead of attacking the lives 


property of others, ſobriety and induſtry may take place, 
and every laudable purſuit render chem valuable and uſeful 


He was executed at York April 6. 17815 having been re- 


5 ſpited from March 22d till that time. 
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were wh og purpoſe, and delivered gratis, 


for The Malefactors Regiſter, or New Newgate and Tyburn 
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Sore euthentic Particles 


mm WHO 


8 "HIS nes che Few? 
> 3 of his agent Lutterloh, 
the grove ſituation of the Britiſh nayy, 
s the French, by which information, th | 
1 10 neg and defeat the meaſures'concerred in the Bridth 
N ' Eabinet. The difcovery of e falt was wache i Janugty 
1 1791, When the paper in his poſſeſſion, lead! 
s were ſeized at his Todgings in Bond-ftreet. 
t | He was win for the above — = the 14th of Jabs ht 
1 ; lowing, when it appearing, upon "the evidence of a variaty 
of witneſſes, but more from his own papers which 

1 £ had been {ei dilguiſed appellativns. he had 

geen intelligence to the enemy of. the: names, FX 

i bas 9-6 ir bot failing, a nn of the 

| 0 By to the 

. 4 2 alive to th = 4 the 
a 5 the Jury, after hd 


ced him 


Sa 


deswours to 
_ which may 
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1 6 J: 
we arvexhorted to honour as ſuch. — 4 
reign. 1 were true patriots, r 1 
the welfare and proſperity of che State, 


termed INL rent. 
ned fees 


th e HAD” EA 


and Joszyrn WESTON, e Josxen Wiltian Was- 
TON, -otherwiſe W1LL1An Jomox, who. were tried for 
robbing the Mail, and taking thereout ſeveral Bank Bills and 
1 Lottery, Tithet. / George * 9 Wel 
2 But 


EORGE WESTON was likewiſe inditted for forging 
the acceptance of a bank-polt bill in the name of a 


clerk in the bank; and the fat being proved on the evidence 


of an officer in the bank, and others, he Was found guilty. 
Joſeph Weſton, the other accomplice in the above rob- 
bery, was tried S ol at John Davis, and 
wounding him in the face and neck, as he was attempting 
to apprehend him for breaking out of Ne. The Jury 
N in of the c 
R of this kind are confeſſedly very hurtful to 


- trade, as well as individuals; and are generally veytured 


upon by the moſt daring and abandoned. The other crimes 


Ne de men embarked in, and for which they ſuffered, evince 


ſpreadin g nature of vice, which ſooner or later plunges 
its votarics. wh irretrievable miſery and ruin. 


September 4, 41785. 
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X the Old Bailey where the RT Nip 
them, they were both condemned. 
Craft and 
heart, of which 


juri fociety, authors of it fr 

fruit of their Wläm leyed talents, COT 

| law agai inſt them. 
Jobs r for this for 
1782. But Jane Graham, his wife, was te 
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7 


* 


e 


* 


CnanLotra * + 


| Gooparr, for a Houſe RE gas a 
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Pry robbed che houſe of Ms. ranges. ry 

Goodall was a' ſervant in the e, and h a oo 
times robbed her miſtreſs; to conceal "hich, ſho bad pre- 
cured Edmonds and two other men to commit the 10 
But it being ſuſpefted that ſhe Was aß gc 
was foon after proved on the trial, cbiefly by 
her fellow-ſervant, Elia. Sterne. onds | 
accordingly received ſentence of death for the Lindy 


were executed at Tyb OR. 16, 1782. N ES | 
3 whom it is our duty cc 


Unfaithfulneſs ta 
tioully to ſerve and obey, is a heinous fin. But. this 

a' true pifture of the of man, whic Abs, « 6 $9 
N. ALL THINGS, and deſperately wicke An enemy 


without the walls may be guarded _ and repetied; but 
an enemy within the citadel, I bein 2 e W mat 
ve 


account the more e and « 


as. IE 


A If les G n en fr 4 
Robbery, attended with 3 of 2 


T. were tried and caſt on the evidepce of Milbourne, 
an accomp lice. They robbed ſome paſſen 18 ih 3 
poſt- chaiſe 2 pair below. 4 * 1 
and wounded a gendleman in the in 
with a cut.afs, 
Wanton and unprovaked. craclty gives fame men a. 1 


near Batfle-brids 
a deſperate = 


reſcmblance to the devil, who was ud from the be- N 
a ginaing, - 


Sw » my 


OT 


*. 


ee 
1 5 gra down a Rerp hilf, which it is i 


| dreadful ſcene. 


TY 
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career rf wickedneſs, a are Ie 


fp; in Wke manner they who etiter en daß 
dein with ſmaller crimes, till the hardened hea 


ter ; thus, im the above inftance, rob 
8 death and defirution fnally cloſed the 


He was execnted at Tyburn, oy * 1982, —His beha- 
viour was oro nor did he r hi ail leaſt concern 
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E was tried and convifted, at the Old Bail 
, of Newgate-StFett, in w 
iged. This melancholy 
ems throwing Tome f 
the ik 


for the mur 


affair was 'occaſianed by Mac 
Water out of his' windel, 2-8 
light over the room Where Mr Hardy was fitting at 
des, imprudent act giving offence to My. Hardy, he 
went up ſtairs to Macgeanis, and reproved him for it; 
n the latter, being | incenfed, drew a knife out of 
is pocket, and thruſt it into Mr. Hardy: $ left fide, of which 
he immediately expired upon the flairs.” The Jury. © 
— 12 guilty, principally on the evidence of the 
* re 1 ry Decrow, * e N * "i 


I L | wy . ' ; n dl 12 


of houſe Be X 


Lon 6 1 

In this caſe we fee the dire ele of pain, whichoften. 2 0 

changes mem of the moſt amiable IRS How - _ 
læſt ye fall into temptatiom 


© ought ſuch men to watch cl arent aa . 
== 8 * 
f was fentenced to — wk — Jus. 


tw reprook and not render evil for evil! <5 
dee” #5 er ie" ere 2M — 
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 Forgery. * 


E l Bailey, Cs * 
and uttering a bill upon the Eaſt India Compapy for 2101. 
The ſervants of the Company not producing ful ſufficient proof 
85 his having ry L: 1 bill, he Was convicted by ſeveral 
reumiſtances which the 1 . adjud ufficient 
7 the faßt 1 res of this gentleman 5 Was 
Y, as . Court, in his defen 25 
that be was able to pay 29l. for every 208. he owed, pore 
Fo in. the I + water-works, 1 Week 
had 200], den e 
5 2000], oy year 3:8 VE pre profeſſion, which was that of 
engraver. On his being. apprehended, he cut his throat, 
but the wound did not prove mortal. 
What pity is it that the gift of in ity, which ſome 
men are amply endowed with, NaN ſtituted to je 
baſeſt and molt nefarious les! It is a "juſt. remark of 
Mootaign e, If men 0 ie half the pains tg be hop! 
 Whicht oy to 2 might enjo 
forrs of KR, — b b SO 
circumſtances greatly aggravated the criminality of his 
if if perf in, will unavoidably terminate, in poverty and. 


| my was. executed. the 29th-of RT. 17%. 
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as he was returning in his carriage from the 
Countye-halt in Olerkenwell-Green: to his houfe at U 
wa ory hs comm — Ex 
on © | 
tor, he was c — "x 
one inſtance, among a number 
Is, both which unite together in drowning 


and perdition. 


This executed Dec. 9, 1783, with nine 
ethers; who were the 2 — on n 
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4. Account FP wk Cranks, for Murder, RE 


"EIS unha wretch was found g ilty of the ul > of 
dne Johriſon, at the I „ and Bunch'of Grapes public - 
Houle 3 in Ratcliff- Highwa ppeared, on the trial, that 
85 the zth of November, 2 nine o Melek, Clarko went into 
Fo ptr of the Gaid houſe, 1 acrols the table, 

d run a knife into the belly of the deceaſed, who died in 

the hoſpital of the wound, after lingeririg two days. This 

| melancholy deed ſeemed to be the effect of liquor, and the 

Sebel conf uence of a quartel that had previouſly fub- 
_ iſted between the parties. | 
-Idleneſs and intem ce aro twin vices, and prove to 
many the high road to deſtruQtion. The former paves the 
way to diſhoneſty and diſſipation; while the latter renders 
them the willing flaves of t devil and their own — 


and diſorderly paſſions and laſts. 
He — * 22, 18. 


Some authentic Particulars of 1 — An, for 8 


Pins young man was tried for perſonating Tho. Eaton, 
a ſilverſmith in Saliſbu ry- court, 3 Av in whoſe. 
name he ſold 5721. 16s. 3d. * per cent. Bank- ſtock, the 
„ of the ſaid Mr. Eaton. He waz Ren _— 
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' cn the evidence of af dy orig Hatwol the broker whom * 
AR in was v — that. «the = 


EN ot all evil,” coveting td 
Aan which in an unlawful manner, ſome may: bave : 
themſelves 


through, with many ſorrows, and. 3 A 1 
ended their lives with miſery and ſhame. +I 
NE EO * — — = 
5 Account of — Wurz, for a Robbery, 
LE was in the ſervice of Ly Fore in 
May. 
Villain, he ſuffered bart to be 
condition the watchman found him, 
houſe. Being taken up on pile a and examined, he was 
e 0 
affair. 3 
There cannot be a greater token of a depraved heart, thes . ' 
when men betray the truit and coofidence repoſed. in them, 
Such are the moſt dangerous members of ſoci ; for, as 
« ingratitude is worſe than the fin of witch - conle-. 
quently when that odious quality is complicated with a fp 
cious of villainy injurious to a friend, benefaftor, A 
or miſtreſs, they form a character too deteſtable to be def- 
cribed, and Which is juſtly deemed 3 to the _ 
Tigour of the law. 
He was executed July 27, 1784. 
An G e of Joun Mm —— —— => b 


| Robbery. 
8 


HESE men were tries for robbing the houſe of Me: 

„4 at Iflington, into which they ruſhed, after 
retending to be ſent with a. letter to one Miſs Young. ; 

E or fix in the gang, one of whom, named # 

Haſkey, turned evidence. John Branton was found guilty, 

and received ſentence of and Charles Oy was 

acquitted. . 
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3 hs eee 
— d 2 king from h ng b, id foal 
1 m an y tking from him a watch, ao 
3 Robert alias "Joh Moore, for aflaiilting Mrs. a god 0 

7 Gxrying _ | ſeized by an excile 
officer. Napier, for ee Albina een near the opera- 
a s Clad ear rin tearing the fame from her 
t „ Nipping - out of . and, fell into her hank 

| N the Sens in fervent devotion, 
| | eee the divine metey, Which if they hag | a 
Y ht dilige ently, 2 have eſcaped their dreadful dos. 
| ey were exccu 1 with * ** 
E. — of 1p - 
| 
1 
N * 
9 or 3 
f -'Y othes nd” 10 * have 3 he ; 7 = 
52 an innocent family 5 
1 chat ſuppart, 2 
5 -_ ay quitred e | "+ 
= to rept fs an impaſſioned tone e Ss. 

IF «at my fins; Lard Have mercy upon me; Cheiſk oe M I 
_ foul” And while png hook, — ** 
* motionleſs. ; 
< | * 
8 blic tranq | 

We was Ex2fured on ops 6 * | 

f Noarnfor P. 
. , n 37 
3 F 1 3 
— * and recommended as a waiter to a public houſe at ape 5 * 
>} . * he "FAROE got ke n Gs BE 
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Pres LY DE, alias William ohnſon, for Mumia the OY 
1 


for ſtealing two geldings and a cow, the property of divers 


12 
3 Labeler for a burg 
Gee 


after his fellow: ſufferers were dead. 


| aſſaulting John Cotton, near Po plar, an 


. 1 North, 
1 in Ireland, * 
ag in chains at Deal. 


8 Norton, was a native. of 
to the ſea, , "They were afterwa 


by n Execution-Dock, on Nav. 4. 34. 
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The following Criminals faffercd Death for dere Rabe 


and character of Edward Sto 9 a ſeaman on board 3 * 
vely loop, in order to receive Stokes's wages. William Hog | 
ow, 


from Putney- common. William 'Rellions, for. robbing 


Rough of 55. 1d. on the highway. William Collop , for robbing 


mes Fergus of à pair of ſtuds, and a pair of . ames 
in the dwelling-houſe of Daniel Andrews. 

orge . moon,” foe ſtealing from the perſon of the carl of 
Clermont a gold watch, ſteel chain, and two ſeals. Tour Le Roche, 
for ſtealing a quantity of apparel, the property of James Martin. 
Joſeph Hulet, for privately — in the houſe of Mr. Prieſtman, 
a-pawnbroker i ; to-ehomhe was - watches, 
rings, &c. te the value of 3801. .Kyran Ryan, tor forging the will 


of John Welch, deceaſed. alet, a ſlim lad, about 18, kicked and. 


 furprifogly, and continued ſo to do for ſeveral mint 0 | 
Such was the — 42 | 
of nine men, Who, itt is probable, owed their ruin to idlen 
company, and pernicious examples, the bane of thouſands. 
N 11 15 2 | 5 
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" Account 7 TIP MalefaBtors execued Dec. 20, 47845 IG 


. LIAN RYAN , for perſonating the brother of Jobs 
| Harriſbn, Tate of his Majeſty” 8 ip Iſis, and'adminiſtering 
to > # couriterfeit will, with 1 intent. ia defraud ſaid Harriſon, james 
Alias Joſeph Treble, and George Hands, for robbing Edward Rut- 
tex on the highway, of a watch and five ſhillings. William Coom- | 
bes, for being at large before the expiration of the time for which 
he had been tranſported, Henry Mogre. and Richard Dodd, for 
id robbing bim of a.filk purſe, 
two guineas, and half a crown. "They Wanifeſted every appearance 
of fincere repentance. More andDodd died with handscloſely . ; 
together, which did not ſeparate for ſome tame after their b 
were motionleſs. Happy had 
tifing virtuous -aQions, inſtead 
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integrity. and virtue! 


Harris, Thomas Batiledore, 


but yet, alas! not ſufficiently ſo to alarm hardened, ud 
deter them from committing further depredations on the . 
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4 * a certain order to the aſſay-maſter of the 
goldſmiths* company, for the delivery of certain filver goods, leftfor 


che affaying and marking; with intent to defraud. He was ordered 
for execution with the fix laſt mentioned; but obtained a reſpite 


after he had been haltered, and was preparing for execution; and 
the moment he received the welcome tidings, he dropt on his 
knees, and with great fervency returned thanks to the Almighty: 
for his gaodneſs. However, the reſpite being expired, he was 


again ordered for execution; but was neverthelefs prepoſſeſſed 
'with a notion, even to the laſt moment of his exiſtence, that he 


ſhould receive the royal mercy. He had a week before the firft 
order been perfectly reconciled to his ſentence, and often declared, 


he ſhould have felt no regret on m_— the world at that period: 


but his unexpected reſpite, and the fum left him by his father (near 


'706l. and a freehold of zl. per annum) recalled all his affections 


for ſublunary enjoyments, On leaving his cell, he faid, „ Surel 


1 God will grant me a longer life;” and intreated the ſheriffs to wait 


for fome good news.“ They very humanely poſtponed the poor 
creature's. execution till near two hours after the uſual time. He 
deſired leave to give the ſignal, by dropping a bandkerchief, but 
continuing near half an hour without making that fign, the execu- 


tioner was ordered to drop the ſcaffold. How flattering and de- 


ceitful are thoſe hopes which are founded on any thing ſhort of 


He was executed Jan. 6, 78333. 


. Execution of Twenty Criminals for Robberies, Burglaries, Sc. 


T* naines of theſe unhappy men, and the crimes for which 
1 they ſuffered, were as follows: John Hamilton, William 


- Altel, John Kelſey, William Finder, William Steward, ank Melvin 


- 


Simmonds, for different burglaries. George Goldſmith, Richard 
Hobſon, Lawrence and John Jones, for burglary at the Black 

D 
ſtealing in ſeparate dwelling-houſes. James Dunn, for publiſhing 
a forged ſeaman's will. William Abbot, for publiſhing a counter- 

— Feit bill of ſale.with intent to defraud the owners of the Warren 

— Haſtings Indiaman. Allen Williams, ſor aſſaulting and robbing 4 


in Shoreditch. Edward Johnſon and John Evans, for privately 


paſſenger at Shepherd's Buſh. Johy Shaw, Thomas Tabbs, Geo. 


Francis, near Bagnigge Wells. PITT. © 
This day exhibited indeed a very awful ſpectacle to ſober minds; 
profligates,” aud 
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| Moody, for aſſaulting Tho. 


1 


take chem 
They wers executed on the d re. 788. 


N. 


2 neee 


Epwasy. bern, Joux a jens Baows, . vs | 


- and Wiltian Hour, for Highway Robberies, &.. 


execution, and on the ſcaffold, that he and another man, 


Kitchen, about two years ago, on the high 
which Peter A 


Settlements in Africa, And, previous to his execution, William 


that he, and another man then conſined in a county Y Gabe: were the 
atk who robbed Sir Thomas Davenport and his 


r which Thomas Wood and George Brown were tried ied and 
quitted at the December ſeſſions. 


e above were executed en the ud of March 1785. 


1 Abc of the Execution of Nineteen 0 viz. 


AMES Wiggan and James Ruſſel, for r Joſeph 
Hitchcock and James Grav, for ſtealing on board the ſhip Elbe, 
oel Go Idard maſter, n caſks and 2 boxes, containing 
10, ooo dollars and 20 watches. John 

ard Summers, alias Smith, for 
Thomas K 
black and white lace, ribbon, and other things, us 760L and 


ttealing out of the dwelling · houſe of 


upwards. James 88 William Bland, Jaſper Robins, Robert 
burglaries. Charles Peyton, Robert Mott, 2 


Roberts, for divers 
R Weſt, for returning from tranſportation. James Coyle, 

2 on, alias Bandy, for ſtreet-robberics. Michael Pe 
Alias 


ahone, for fo a ſeamari's will, Holland Palmer, 
alias Farmer, convittel* of | 


receipts for payment of 
mbling Hy Race provided by 


, with certain 
© late att. Oh that men were 


ſe. that they would conſider and amend their ways, and thereby 
attain a peaceable, inſtead of an ignominious latter end! uy 
N on * 2 of . 17853. 


Jos — aka; Wa ils, for Burglary. 
JE was convifted ſo breaking into the houſe of Henry 


” 
- 
0 1 o 
- 
1 


and aſtingin defiance ofthe laws,tildilgracs and deſtruftion over; 1 


Pes declared i inthe .moſk { ſolemn manner, after he was ud . 


WETTALS 


then in cuſtody, were the perſons who robbed Mr. Alderman 

way near I for 
irey and — Davis were capitally convicted, but recei- 
ved a reſpite, and were a ſhort time ago tranſported to the Britiſh 


Hurt confeſſed to the ordinary of Newgate, and to Mr. Akerman, 


cas, John Waters, and Rich- 
nott, in King ſtreet, Covent garden, a latge quantity of 


onzouſly uttering and vending certain / 
ſtamps thereon, 


ernennen 


Welle, 
in Thames freer, W Den down Mrs. ite — 


.. 


1255 


1 


. 
— * 265 1758. 


— for eſcaping a — time from 
S 1 for 8 


TRE: Eſq. in ns — 


KA 


ing; John bw"; erg 


their felonious 
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EORGE WARD, Thomas Scart, Thomas | 
2 Wood, CITES Conner 


OHN IVENAY, Sn, * 
Sbaw, for ſtealing 8 


= 
watches, A ah Brown, fora b day Tir, _— —— | 


for. forging. a of. attorney; were 
3 d af July, _ * 
| On the 18th of Auguſt nba, eee the Ol Big, | 
OHN REBOULT, alias Preſcott, John Morris, and James 
Guthrie, for highway robberies ; Martin Taylor, and Elizabeth 
Taylor k his fiſter, for a burglary ; and James Lockhart, for theft. | | 


; Onthe 10th Nov. 1 78g, the following M aftors were executed : 
of 3 1 befor 


JAMES ROWE, for theep-teal ; John Hayes, George Ber- 

5 nolds, James Lewis, and 5 e privately ſtealing; 
ames Maſdell, Thomas Browning, Thomas Winderbank; William 
es, and Richard Silveſter, alias Jack the Gardener, for high 


way and ſtreet · robberies; Amos Rowell, Benjamin Howell, and . | 


og ud a mT = . : 
; Jobn Aſhbourn, and Joſeph. — 
eee eng: k. 
lock, uy 2 

C 
Coures might have proved <4 honourble and uſeful members of it, 


for houſe 


The fling wit Crime womans ani ir ie 


= Neth, for b ; * 
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Dibia Faſt, 2 
Per Ir Hoa, « Mutatto, for Murder, 


4 that the had 


irtithed to enter the back part of the houſe, by 
when the girl was diſcovered upon the kitchen floor, weltering in 
ſpectacle. From the various marks of vio». 
lence, ſhe muſt have made ſtrong reſiſtance. Her head appeared 
to hive been ſtruck at with a poker; her throat effectually cut 

through.the wind-pipe; two fingers nearly cut off; a deep gaſh on 
done breaſt, and otherwiſe, dreadfully mangled. She was yet alive, 
peak; ſhe was conveyed to the 
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_ ceding Sundays, which cauſed a ſuſpicion of his guilt. 
A thort time before the murder, he had brought home ſome 


He a not in the leaſt 
5 he dad, „ My dear 
weber did you any harm in 
, By added © the fulpicion of his 


Tub out the fpot of blood from the waiſtcoat. 


. : ( 
| 94 1 = * / 1 C * 


Nd ber, daten, and ſtealing a bale of 


iS B72" 


2 1 12 * * , N. 


Omell, an attorney, in Charlotte-ſtreet, Rathbone · place, went 


| out with his wife, at three o'clock on Sunday afternoon, June 29, 


1783, leaving their maid in the houſe. They returned within the 
nor; when the fervarit not anſwering the door, they concluded 
out; and they went away again for a ſhort time; 


upon their fecond return, the ſame difficulty occurring, it was de- 


molt ſhocking 


one 
and made Ggns ; but was unable to 
Middleſex hoſpital, and expired about one in the morning. The 


houſe Was found to be robbed of f poons, and ſome other plate that 
The murderer had viſited: the girl two or 


chairs to Mr. .Orrell's, and a perſon anſwering 


his deſcriptic 


+ Having been feen in the neighbourhood that day, fuſpicion fell on 


and he was twice taken u 


and twice diſcharged for want of 
Evidence. - On being afterwa 


taken to the body of the deceaſed, 
itated; but putting his hand on her 


in my life!“ Theſe e 


xpreſſions very forci- 


coat; which coat had been waſhed, though the blood on the ſleevs 
- and an effort ſeemed to have been made, but in vain, i 


Hogan having been. afterwards tried for a larceny, and Mr. 


ſearch. at the wn-broker's, where he had pawned the 


1 2 for hic he was ſo tried, to ſee 1 his-proped 
hed was ſtolen atthe t time vr the murder, had been ſodged'V 


i } 


to the dwelling houks and hett | 


HE circumflances" of this haveid aft: wes a> lien; 268 


over a wall; 


3 


Wr 


anny, I do remember you well; 1 


guilt, becauſe her face was ſo ex- 
cut and mangled, that Mr. Orrell declared he could not 
| poſſibly aveknown'her. Two other circumſtances which tended 
$5 cticdinate him, were a ſpot of blood on a waiſtcoat which he 
- wote, and fome flight marks of blood on one of the ſleeves of his 
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Se reading his trial, in the ſeſſions- paper, it occurred 55 nes 4 
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8 5 W Re? 3 At his ak. 


= 0 in ap her property.;. /' 
 bearye: 


withage; and on heraſkinghim, whyhe had 
woman. 


il any body takes away my life, Iwill neyer forgive. them. 7 I 


= 


the mormrig after the murder, hy the woman with whom the pri- 


ſoner co+hatn ho was N tincipal evidence 3 

She depol 44 brought her r cloak, which * te — 
Hos ren condition of 

The cloak was: 


ced in court, and Mrs. Or | 
he deponent ſaid, that after — 14 
been. tyace taken before a magiſtrate, he, at intervale, 

uneaſy; that particularly he could net fleep- 
Ms ſaid to him one might ® For God's ſake, what is 


gu 7 you are not guilty of what,you have been taken:up 


Hor de, that his aner Wag © Ae eee did 15 
She then was much trgubled in mind ded fatal g. 


1cquepces to herſehf, b. particularly, ff laid ſo her, li. Nou mullf 
nqthing. you muſt be quiet; for if I be hanged. vou r 
e 


he anſwered, becauſe he wanted 0 beigres with he 
the refiſted him. . He ſadjtin his defence, 1 an jag; Ben 


wy * 3 effects of 1 hy and 3 . Was exec 


0 April 185 1 e bu. eee ted Fr \ 


E morning g the execution Major Arabin | ca 
| Newgate e on homas ye ft, (who 'was 10 be executes jþ 
65 for breaking open t the. houſe of Mr. Chancellor, at Holywell 


his houſe, on the th Of alt. Ta this Burdett anſwered in 
the athimative, Th Maze or then de ſired 40 Enow if had a any 
accomplices, and if they wo ſtill at large; to which 3 
. hs FU „ Major, I ſuppoſe, call yourlelf man of ur,” — 
5 So do 1. — Have you any hopes of a panſen ? 

* Nato +; nor r I make the deſired diſcovery to procure it, 
0 re enlargement: I have long. been 0 wicked man 3. 
uniſhment I am going to Tuffer,. 805 

ng 1 hes hus did [ps fon 18 violence. a 


' «- Nr 59. 5 5 


ttt 2 2 


N "Tun on 

*Druttmonid 5 
by threats of "tha 
Harris Twho wis' 


nt, ] for coumterfeitinng 


paying for it at the rats of ſa muchas 


 fount,) and aſked wheth 5 knew, any Wing of the robþery of 


15 . 


1 


s . | 
9 „ a 


—— Hare for aautring Mr. 
ne highway, and obtaining money from him, 
ang him with” au 6didus — and 8 el 
* rialefaQtores, were exocuted before Newgate. | NS | 
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2 that ſhe always ſpoke of them in terms of the. higheſt praiſe. 


: _— ——_— ** e ts ak 
2 _ ", T2 . by bis * 4 * F P . 6 
7 - vv L i br. \ Ta ® . LY 
« | x if ax - * I 44S * =" Ly 9 
— . n A f 41 * 


t 5 7 811 
e Minas Warn, Riew Ricuand Parar, out Jos C 


. Dames 52, 1786, „ weny ahree priſonersreceived ſentence 
OD  Michaci Walker, RichardPayne, and John Cox, 
were (fied in this fefſions ; 1 „ code 
Mr. Datican Robinſon, near Stuart's Buildings, Holborn, 
ting him'down the face and ſhoulder, ard ftabbing bim in 
——— of which be died in mes days ; and the other 
— 6 HE in the | 
had picked the a Mr. Hunt, wage +7 * 
; with the 1 Mr. Hunt apprehended 
on which a fouffle enſued, in which Mr. Hunt knocked 
twice, when Payne attacked him, and Mr. 
to his -affiſtance, received the dreadful wound 
that octafioned his death: Mr. Baron Hotham, at the elofe of his 
— 6 the” Jury, made ſome excellentobſervations on the law, 
to prove, that when ſeveral are in purſuit of an 
Aeon, and a murder enſues, e ay involved bb the 
= They were exerted on Monday the 18th, near the ſpot where 
nen commited. 
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WF 37 LIZABSTH SEDGWICK, the Incendit | 
8 E. woman was convicted of ſetting fire, at different 
to two barns, and one ſtable, belonging to her 
Mr. 8 FL or, at Fetham-Hill, Middleſex. It appeared, on 
exam = Tm” confeſſions, thatthe firſt fire (on Sunday, Dec. off 
Wis merely accidentat; as ſhe had then gone into the barn to ex- 
amine the hens, and that, on returning to the beams on which _w 
d, ſhe had fallen on the ſtraw, and, as ſhe: thought, 

Ke oat K. e flames, as the returned " the 
= had 1 ex -, by pretending | to ſee a man in the 
8 2 lantern. But the remaining part of her confeſſion 
_ moſt extraordinary that ever marked the way- 
he human mind : ſhe ſaid, that on Sunday, the 2th of 
25 of tay of che ſecond ws as ſhe was making the toaſt ji 


. ele a4 abr deb — laced ham in ſuch 8 as to 
eck her ffrange purpoſe ina few minutes She declared that ſhe did 
this without any motive whatſoever, and no motive could in fact 
inveterate reſentment; 

on a ſtrict examination of the own ence,” that ſhe had 
J wh 023 EEG crraten io douke the barie? af her : 
ſo far was ſhe from being diſpleaſed with. hex maſter or 


oh. was executed on April 27, 1 New 
* a a Ty 787, before wgatc, 4 
2 N | 
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"PHIS&u y perfor! was apprehended; and tried at the Ola |} 

1 Bailey the latter end of Juby, for the murder of her nitftireſs; | 

Hannah Motrgan, by wounding and ſtabbing her in the head} 
while aſſeep iti her bed: ſhe was indifted; in one countpfor'petty 


treaſon; vil ful murder. The Jury acquitted: her of the former, 
and found her guilty of the latter. But her judgment havirig been 


reſpited, for the opinion of the judges, ſhe was, on the qth of Doc. 
1709; 5 0 the bar of the Old Bailey, and -z<quainted; that their 
lordſhips had confirmed the verdi& of the jury; whereuport ſhe was 
ſentenced to be executed on the morrow, and afterwards to be 
difſefted. She was accordingly executed Dec. 16; 170. 
| me +. "7 Renn = 00 14 8. 
At. the ſame ſeſſions in July,” came on the remarkable trial of 
James Elliott, for ſnooting at Mifs Boydell, now Mrs. Nicol, of Fall- 
all, nſece to Mr. Alderman Boydefl. It appeared, that as Mis 
Boydell, and Mr. Nicol, bookſeller to the King, were walk- 
ing up Prince's- ſtreet, Leiceſter· fields, a perſon camẽ behind them, 
and ſuddenly fired a pair of piſtols fo cloſe to the lady's fide, as to 
ſet fire to her cloak; yet ſhe bappily received no other hurt than a 
flight contuſion. on her ſhoulder. Mr. Nicol inſtantiy feized | 
the aſſailant; and the piſtols (faſt bound together with a cord) were 
E up by a ſervant that was paſſing by at the inſtant, and who 
fla them diſcharged. The. perlon. who fired them, being carried 
** a magiſtrate, appeared to be Dr, Elliott, well Known among | 
- the literati. Err HEE 2G 4 
Dr. Simmons, phyfician. to St. Luke's hoſpital, and other wit- 
veſſes, were called to prove the inſanity of the prifoner,which; how- 
ever, could not be eſtabliſhed to the ſatisfaction of the court. The | 
priſoner, nevertheleſs, was acquitted ; becauſe he had been indic- 
ted for ſhooting at the proſecutriæ with a piſtol and ball; and the 
jury were ſatisfied that there was no ball in the piſtol, He was then 
remanded to Newgate, in order tb take his trial for an aflault: But 
the feelings of the ang: *,24 man, it is ſuppoſed, wereinfu portable, 
for he died a few days after ; and the coroner's Jury broug tin their 
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verdick, * That he died by the viſitation of God.” mn 
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VT. | | W. Evexzrt and S. Dawsox; for an Mt. 
IIXIIUIIIAM EVERETT, and Samuel Dawſon; te boys, 
' about fourteen years old, were tried at the Guildhall, in 
Weſtminſter, for feloniouſly affaulting F rantes Gillan, with intont io : 
burn and deli roy her cloaths, by maliciouſſy throwimg upon her a 
poarel a certain quantity of oil of vitriol. This-oBence- is: 
tranſportation by ſtat. 6. Geo. I. ſubject to the exerciſe of a diſcre- © = 
_— h 9 tionary I 
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n the court to moderate the 23 


— 


| 15 the eircumſtances of the caſe. 


The proſecutrix depoſed, that as the was ; paſſing about her law ul 


buſlinels, the priſoners being together, one of them came up ta her; 
and ſaid to che ether, Du it, and that inſtantly they threw Jome- 
thing upon her clothes, which very much burnt yp. > na 


The pr ry in Quendon- 


iſoners made no defence; but an a 
Rreets their maſter, gave them a good charaQter. — 6. 
— and of a frmilar one . * 
After Mr, Mainwaring had confulted with the other magiſtraes, 
he addreſſed the priſoners as follows: T 
„ * Wilkam Everett apd Samuel Dawſon, | 
% You have been convicted of a crime the molt dangerous tothe 
« community at large, finceno perſons, who have occafion to walk 
« the ſtreets, would be ſafe either by day or night, werę offences of 
« this deſcription to be committed, without the mqſt exempla 
a puniſhment. It is as wicked in it's intention, as ifchievous f in 
44 1t's conſequences; for there is no knowing where it might end. 
The legiſlature, therefore, has juſtly annexed to a crime of ſuch mag- 
& & nituge, the greateſt puniſhment ſhort ef that of death, namely tranſ- 
ortation. It 1 is not without much difficulty that the court have 
| F orborne to ſentence you io the moſt. rigorons puniſhment the law 
&« will allow. . It is the conſideration of your tender years, that in- 
« clines them to mercy. With Torrow, however, I obferve, that you 
. 44 appear totally uncogcerned i in your preſent unfortunate fituation. 
* 7 <« Every perſon in court ſeems to feel for you more than you do ſou 
2 yourlelves. Unhappy youths! the depravity of your minds ap- 
_._ © <4 pears but tog 8 I hope, however, the "+ hen. I am about to 
4 pronounce, will lead you to that ſalutary refleQtion and compunc- 
._ © tion of heart; that may work a change in your future life, and 
® indũce you to become uſeful, inſtead of injurions to ſociety.” 
Mr. Mainwaring then pronourced the ſentence, that the 
« « priſoners be confined in prifon for the aſſault on Frances Gilſon, 
« three. months, and be whipped in gaol; and for the aſſault on 
i. Sophia Burnham, the further term of three months, and be alſo 


. « whip the * in the ard gaol.” The ſecond impriſonment to Commence 
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Lo 1 expiration | of the firſt. They were tried on the 18th of 
i , 95 * 7 aſtoniſhing and painful to „ ſenſible 
mind, to perceive at what an early period the ſeeds of vice grow up 


to maturity, and ſhew their baneful effects; and to What a pitc 
- of malicious wickedneſs the evit propenſities of yauth impel chem, 
- _- aven fometimes without the tealt proſpect of adv to them- 
a x telves? which may for. the moſt part be jullly afcribed-to the want 
1 example, and *.. in their tender FR 

fo their Ee or 9 
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ol his wife had been 
deceaſed lay, by her groans; and on the former going, into the room 


the man and woman, The corpſe was found in a manner too ck - 


+ circumſtances, and is ſaid to have been ere llolen 9 che 


uuns of ak Miner of Maxiy during Ch OS "4 


| 'HE particulars of this extraordinary caſe for deliberate cradlty, | 
I. is not paralleled even in that of Williamſon, Who was 
executed in Moorkelds i in 1767.” It ſeems, the deceaſed had been 
married to the priſoner ER 1 of thirteen” years; but that he had 
cohabited with another woman, in the ſame houſe, fora confiderable | 
time paſt; and that the former bein dclivered of à child about 
. five weeks lince (i, e. Chriſtmas 1788), was confined to an empty 
back garret, though previouſly lame of a white ſwelling inthe knee; 
and, notwithſtanding the inclemency of the weather, had neither C 
fire nor bed, except ſome ſtraw, and ſcarce any covering, nor any 
attendant but her on daughter, about 12 years of age, who ac- 
knowledged, upon the examination before the 'magiſtrates at the 
Rotation · Office, that ſhe uſed to be ſent up to the deceafed with + 
1 * potatoe Ering Ec. ſince her ying-in ; bat that fome- 
ſhe was not with any thing for two of three days to- 
From this cruel treatment, it appeared, thę young child 
day or two after it's birth; and, what was more ſhocking'to 
humanity, was taken away by it's unnatural parent, and ſold io a2 
ſurgeon for four ſhillings; and Who, expecting the death of it's, 
mother, had alſo procured a coach to take f her body for the 
ſame purpole the evening he was apprehended, The barbarous uſage 
overed a few days before her death, "he 


« woman that came as a deer into the next garret to which 


4 


loring ſor water, which being heard by the woman the priſoner ; 
_ dined with, the other Was faxeibly turned out. This occaſioni 
an alarm among the neighbours, ſeveral of them were fo abuſed 
by the priſoner on ning to ſee the woman and chilly; that their 
fuſpicions were communicated to the churchwardens ; 1 much 
to their credit, came immediately to the houſe,” and a Ended | 


ing to be deſcribed, nearly overgrown with hair, and b. burnt in 
" ſeveral places, occaſioned by the priſoner's ſetting fire to the raw © 
on which ſhe lay after her. x& The deceaſed hoe the Chargc- 
ter of a perſon perfeftly quiet and inoffenſive, had lived in 


_ prifoner from a boarding-ſchool. _ 
Some circumſtances appearing in the prilaner's Een, he * 


en * an W meer. Se ** "% 
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- before Newgate, on the 19th of March, 1789. Chriſtian Murphy, 
*the Were er Wenne burn to err: he ite, 


3 * W Haon „ 


2 LLOYD; -forta unglary ; and Hugh == for 
a ſootpad robbery, and qutting and wounding Mr. Debney, 
nin a cruel Mr; W EECCOEODy, on * 9, 
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Account 7 Jon Dx IX For. F orgery. 3 
E was indicted for uttering, on the 7th of M ay, 1789, a \ formad 
e to a bill of exchange, knowing it io be forged. 
The circumſtances of the, caſe were ſhortly theſe-:' The priſoner, 


on the e the ſhop of Mr. Scott, a wax-chandler 


g61b.. of candles, 


in Old Bond- ſtregt. lied to the porter for 
vhiah he ſaid were for Tr * 

| exchange for ten . in thelc FO: 

10 10 O, 25. 


_ Richmond, Surry pe 22, 179. 
00 benden da ys afier date pleaſe to. pay William Smi 


— Rs F 
To Meſſrs He 
= Wi London... 
| 4 * FEES! for Self and „ 
bh aJoarry Cuarnan Harney.” 
366 to. be a forg Orgery ; in conſe- 
"quence of which Dyer was {ccured, tried, and found guilty. 


In his defence he faid, that he had received the bill from his 
. maſter, whoſe name was Kelly, and that he defired him to put the 


. name of G7 Mi 
I” quence” of 


n 


„ Taouas. 


2 —4 8987 
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ted in the capacity of a ſervant. 


1 


was originally educated. at Wellmin- 
” Rer-ſchool, and. was ſcarce 19 years of - 44 Several reputable-per- 


He was executed — the Debtors — Newgate, Au 
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| Particulars relating to the Trial and Convittion of Gioxzs/ 
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ARRY Nero. 


indiſted for feloniouſly 
Paz! „ ce Cay 


oy © HIER * 


P Mt; Sept. la 
at 20 guineas;s in 
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Murphy: 8 for making Sores of. Ac * 
baſe metal, fo as to reſemble ſhillings and ſix - ago 4 were executed 


ham Hamilton, and * * 


N th, or 
. « Order, the ſum of Ten Pounds Ten LA Value received, as 


Her upon it; that he was. ignorant of the 
. in the wholc of this iranſoction | 


+ - He was of reputable ts, and had been dende 2 
” merchant” $ compting . oft 2 
ſons appeared to his character. He was however clearly found guilty. 
* $ 
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gold, valued at. 405; avid «ſeal al valued a des he 
property of Henry Hare Townſend, Eg. 
Mr, Townſend, the proſecutor, being firſt cxamined, depefed, , 
that on the 1ſt of Sept. having entered a horſe forthe races at 
Endfield, he accordingly went -there at one o'clock in the after- 
noon : he put his watch in his waiſtcoat pocket, as much-forthe 
convenience of looking at it, as to prevent the chain from: | 
his breeches, which were of leather. About a paſt two he 


felt his watch in his waiſtcoat pocket. As he was leading the - 
horſe, Which was to run, up to the ſtarting:polt, a dreſſed 
in a light coloured coat, rudely ruſbed. in þ « bebind him, and 
puſhed againſt the arm which had hold of the horſe: the fame 
perſon again repeated his „ but in a more violent manner. 
Mr. Townſend further depoſcd, that, from the reiterated ap- 
rent inſult offered to him, he, accompanied with an oath, ;aſked 
n what he wanted? to which he returned no-anſwerybut i! 
obſerved the priſoner looked much confuſed. The condut ohe 
part of Barrington appeared very odd; but he entertained no ſul- ll 
picion of having been robbed, until Mr. Blades came up to him, 


and aſked-him, 1f he had not been robbed? On feeling his pot- ll 


ket, he found his watch was gone. Mr. Blades informed him | } 


that Barrington was upon the courſe, and he verily believed that | 
he was the thief. After this, they had agreed to ſay nothing about | 
the matter, until they had found the: {uppoſed offener. They | 
then walked about in ſearch of Barrington, and at Jaſt aw>-him rt 
the oppoſite fide of the courſe: this was at the very moment when 
the horſes were going to ſtart. Nothing occurred till after the horſes 
— ſt; after which they went up to him; and Mr. T 


bind him, ſeiaed him by the collar, * ſaid,'** You raſcal, 


LI you have robbed me of my watch.” No ſooner had Mr. Ton- 


end ſaid the words, but he again laid hold of him faſt hy one hand 
and arm, and Mr. Blades took hold of the other, and condutted 
him to a boot. 

Buxton Kendrick affirmed. that aker he had been 3 
minute in the booth, he heard ſqmething rattle, and, looking dean, 
he ſaw the watch fall rather between his legs. John Waldeck, 
Mr. Townſend's coachman, alſo declared, that he heard the wateh 

/ -as/ it fell from the prifoner: that attempteq to 
bY the watch-further behind bim; but that hepicked) it up, and 
gave it to lady Lake, in the next booth, Who was a relation f 
Mr. Townſend. 


'William Blades, the principal witneſs, depoſed, chat be * 
Barrington at the races, he was near the ſtand, and cloſe to Mr. 

"I Townſend : that he obſerved no converſation at the-timepaſſng - 

between the proſeeutor and priſoner. Soon after this, he Sſked || 
Mr. Townſend, if he recollefted a tall thin man, ina light 

coloured coat, ſtanding by him; which he ſaid he did, hut! . 

er of him. Blades after this inſormed Mr. n thalt vl 


he 


— 
— 


—— 
- 


"He 


| + 4 The world has given me credit for much 
I am» conſcious of poſſeſſing: the world ſhould alſo conſider, that 
che greateſt abilities may be ſo obſtructed by the ill nature of ſome 

: © une 
and where was: the 


_— er 
b. * ſincerity of your intentions; and as long as you a& with dili- 
4 a « relief?” | 2 


1 F 102 3 
Ahe was robbed, which appearing to bathe fat; Werten 
went in fearch of the priſoner, whom they apprehended, as above 


_ related. 


| wich faw the prifoner drop 
"he looked him full in the face, and conſequentiy could not tell 
whether he kicked it, or not. 
- ef throwing the watch down, but was immediately pulled back by 


Dandy depoſed, that fie was ſtanding i in the next booth, 
the watch out of his hand; after this, 


She at the ſame time accuſed him 
dome perfon near her. 


ged the ws hoon with being im rfe&, inconliſtent, 


ST in ſome teſpetts unſafe, efpecially that of Mary Dandy. 


Lord chief baron Eyre, having ſummed, up the evidence in a 


| dear and circumſtantial manner, obſerved, that the proſecutor had 

| demonſtrated his lenity, by making the indiQment only for ſingle 
_ "felony, when it might have been made capital.— The jury, after a 
5 — deliberation, ond the 2 er guilty, —Tranfportation for 
fever 


- The chicf baron then addrefied Barrington i 


ecutor: 


liſe is now faved, I fear that theſe wicked habits are fo far 
— in you, that your exiſtence will ſtill terminate in a Jhramefut 


ee. 


Among other things ſaid by Barrington in his addvels whe 
court, the following is not unworthy notice: 


eling minds, as to render them nearly uſeleſs to the poſſeſſor. 


u have lome abilities which 


be of ſervice 


your fituation, and fhall place you in a. condition to try 


e and integrity, you ſhall not want for countenance” and 


My Lord, the die is now caſt; I am prepared to meet the/fen- 


* bee tr the court with reſpectful reſignation, and the hard fate 
* chat awaits me with becoming reſolution—. 


be priſoner then made a low bow, and retired from e 


Ba Bay. 


38 TOs | of 7 E751 4 '* | - Faaxcus | 


2 ö 


1 made a long and ſpecious defence, and, among other 


in a far different ſtyle 3 
mom that he uſed before: his lordſhip obſerved; that he muſt con- 
- der himfelf as peculiarly fortunate in the lenity of his 

he fid, that he had had many warnings, not only from the fate of 
-athers, but the many narrow eſcapes he himſelf had had; and he 
-zegretted that talents like his ſhould be employed in a manner fo 


"eraly difgraceful to him; and (faid his lordſhip), notwithſtanding 


8 nde * 


and powerful man to come for 


the public, but you have much obftruftion—i. 


Barrington was ſent off from Newgate, Feb. 2, 1791, to embark 


2 2 fleck recei 
money for it, gives to the buyer. 
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nene Foxron, be Forgery on the Bank of. England, _ * 


K sa clerk ofthe Bank, and was charged with havm — 
a receipt for 471. 18. 6d. with the . 8 
to it, and the date 2 which was May 8, * It appeared 


pt, Which che ſeller of ſtock, n 


Tue indictment charged this offence, upon che priſoner, ad 
with an intent todefraud William Pap Another count, or 
of chargi it, was, that the receipt was forged with a view, te. 
Fraud the 1 and Company of the Bank of England. a 
He was alſo charged with uttering and publiſhing ii rg 
receipt, knowing it to he- e been * with a view to 
the ſaid parties. 

There were four other indi&ments againſt. the 1 1 
he was only tried upon the 5ſt. The j jury found the priſoner 
Guilty. 

The recorder, previous to paſling ſentence, thus obſerved to 
him: © Fraud, which ſtrikes at the 2 and ſecurity of tbe ban 
« of England, has never paſſed unpunĩiſhed. The policy of the ftzte 
* requires that the — 1? in a caſe of, that tort, Mouid be 
« the molt ſevere. A. ſervant, for tranſpreſling, can expeR. no 
„ mercy. I muſt therefore hope, . priſoner, that your example 
« will convince others diſpoſed to offend in like manner, that no am 
„nor cunning, no experience nor knowledge of the ſubject, as 

character, how impoſing ſoever by that gravity hich is ſuppaled 
to attach on old age, will cover fraud from detection; and that 


« ſooner or later diſhoneſt acts will lead to. that green ond 
« which you are about to ſuffer.” 


He was executed before Newgate, at the Lame t'me with 

for a highway robbery; William Burbridge, James Sullivan, 
Joſeph Page, Thomas Dunklin, for houſe breaking; Thom 
Tyler, the noted Swindler, for forging and uttering as. true, the 
acceptance of William Fielder to a bill of exchange drawnon 
John Lindſey, No. 25, Gun-ſtreet. Spitalſields, value rol. to John 
Philips, Eſq. or order, dated Briſtol, June 20, with an intent 
defraud Mrs. Cockburn, of Stoke Newington; Edward Ivory, 
James Smith, and James Royer, for counterfeiting, N 
viz. on the 2 4th of Nov. 1 


The fate of F. Fonton l. we kncerely hope, he a. coed 


other men in reſpettable ſituations, not to purſue 5 baneful and ille- 


al practice of inſurance in the lottery, by which, it is ſaid, heſunk 
3oool. When once a perſon embarks in it, he is urged on in hopes 
of retrieving his loſſes, and inthe end plunges himſelfinto difficulties, 
beyond the poſſibility of recovery, How many lives have fallen a 
ſacrifice to this deſtruQtive pallion for gaming, either by ſelf-murdes, 
or by public ** : and pet. the evil ſeems every yur A 
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Eren and William obbins were tried for felo - 
EE niouthiand wickedly, on the 16th of May 1790, ſetting Bre 

_ t& the hoafe+ of Francis Gilding, in Alderfgate- 
of which, that and many others adjoining were conſumed, 


2 


» in con 


i the accomplice, ſaid he had been acquainted with Lowe 
and with Jobbins nine months; on Sunday the 16th 


May laſt, he was at the fire; the priſoners at the bar, with two 


other perfons and himſelf, ſet fire to the premiſes, It was pro- 
2 pn their purpoſe on the 12th; at Lowe's houſe, in 
horn court, Golden lane; Jobbins ſaid, he had fixed upon 


Mr. Gilding's houſe to fire, rob, and plunder. They met at the 


Swan in Cow Croſs the next evening, Barnard was there; the 
witneſs and Jobbins went to ſhew Barnard the houſe. They went 
through the inn yard, and there was a cart unloading clover into a 
a oft, which ard pitched upon as the place to fire. 

On Saturday; the witnefs met Barnard at the Sun, and propoſed 
to ſet the houfe on fire that night. At five Jobbins came to the Sun, 


and Lowe came to them at eight, and at ten they went to Lowe's, 


when the wife brought in ſome ſpirits of turpentine ; this they 
mixed with rags, which, with ſome matches, were put into a glove j 


1 Jobbins and the witneſs took ſome turpentine wood in their 


They ordered Mrs. Lowe not to go to-bed, leſt ſhe ſhould be 
wanted to help to take away the plunder. They went to the Nag's 
Head public houſe, where they ſtaid till paſt twelve, and went 
out .cach with a lighted pipe, in order to fire the matches. They 


| went'down Carthufian-ſtreet, when two pipes were broken; they | 
ten went tothe back 


gates ofthe Red - lion · inn yard; Jobbins got over 
but broke his pipe; the witneſs followed, when finding 


the gates, 


the pipe extinguiſhed, he put it through a hole in the gate to Lowe, 
who was without; and in the mean time Jobbins went down the 


yard, and fbund a ladder, which he placed againſt the hay loft door. 


Toe then returned with the lighted pipe, and put it through the 


pipe in his mouth, and the matches in his t 


| im to gu and fetch Mrs. Lowe, which he did, and found 
Herlying down in her cloaths. When they teturned, the fire was 


buining rapidly; They found Lowe in the inn- yard bringing out” 
_- boxes: They went into Mr. Gilding's room, and took a caſe, 3 


taining 24 filver' fpoons, threw the caſe away, and putting the 
{poors ire a handkerchief” carried them to the houſe of Lowe and 


bn them in a cupboard under the ſtairs. The witneſs went to. call 
"x — who came with Rim to the fire; when he ſaw the 800. * 


/ 


gate. The witnefs weng down the yard with the pipe, and gave it 
— with the matthes, who hun up the a with the 
Luck ſet fire to the combuſtibles placed amongſt the clover. It ſoon 
blazed py they got over the gate, and found Lowe waiting, who 
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2 be bid This is fomething-lik 


"Walk he was taken into cuſtody by Lucie, a patrole, with the 
Barnard. walked of. When Lueie bad 


the whole of this moſt horrid tranſaftion; which bein 
with, and his pardon obtained,” and pleaded i in court, 


in to cuſtody. 


_ $ 


ike indeed! Both. ofthe ra ger 
one. Lowe chrried the 
rbard 's houſe, and deſired the witneſs-io 


à cart, but could not 
bis head towards 


£ 


| follow, which he did into St. John's-ſtreet, where Barnard lifted 


them from Lowe's head to the witneſs's head ; and in New Priſon 


drawers upon his head. 
ſecured the witneſs i in New Priſon, he went out, and took 


| Nu 
The witneſs was tried and botwicted of ftealinig the diawers, 


' when in New Priſon, got a man in the ſame ward to write a Not tter 
to Alderman Skinner, promiſing, on certain conditions, to bei” - 


complied 


: mitted an eyidence againſt his accomplices. 8 


Samuels, a Jew, in Houndfditch, and his wife, tothe former of 
whom Lowe had confeſſed his guilt. Being found guilty : 7 


were both executed near the ſpot where Mr. Gflding's 


Th Atderſgate-ſtreet; Nov. 20, 1790. ]obbins had” been educated 


at St. Faul ſchool, was bred a furgeon, and only 19 ye of e 
when he ſuffered. "Lowe was about 23 years of age. * 


— 


them, relative to ſome 


Xx — Was, for the . 
x; appeared in the courſe of the trial, derbe prifoner and his 


wife had lodgings. near ,Dyott-ſtreet, St. Giles's.: |, 
That on Saturday the 4th of December, a quarrel aroſe between 
Many foul words paſſed between 


— 


them, When Welſh, who was AD 1 ſwore if ſhe did not hald 


dead. The facts being 
in his defence, the jury found him guilty, N 
This criminal was born in the kingdom of Ireland, and a e. — * 
| living as a porter in Covent Garden . x N. H. 


| 


her tongue, he would foon find a way to make her. Unhappily e 
ſtill. confinugd ts aggravate him in the woſt abukve manner. 
this, he ran up to: her, 
Whilſt upon the ground, f ſhe ſcreamed out Murder l in -a violent 
mannenꝛ. 1— at this, almoſt to a pith of madd ſs, he drew. 
his knife, and {ware the ſhould cry Ne 


her belly, 


and giving her ſeveral blows, ſhe: 


r for ſ + He 
up to her, and jobbing the knife into ver pan of - 
, ripped her up a conſiderable Wa...... 
2 this time, the ngiſe had Eu together ſerena of the naigb- 
Some of them attempted to go into the room, hut- he hran? 


diſhed his knife, and * hoc aghe 28 who en- 
tered. Finding nothiag but violence wo Knocked 
him down 3 bludg oth and he was ſecured. A ſurgeon. wah - 
immediately ſent for, but __—_E ved of no ule, the poor woman 
'p r 


OP 5. 1 


was ad- 
The” cvicnice of Fiindal 4yis Zonfirmba'fn cir flabichy by 


being * 


— 2 n Pome e 
| him, and S e En e N N 


| of Rynwien Wrocam, otherwiſe called the Monſter. 


| indictment chatged, that he, Rynwick Wi lliams, on Jan. 
A 28, +790, with force and APR. at. the pariſh of St. James, 
== in the king's highway, and in à certain public ſtreet, 


ian 


unlayyFully, wilfully, and maliciouſly, make an aſſault upon Ann 
orter, Theandiftment further charged, that on the ſame day, and 
aforeſaid, the — 1 of | the bar did unlawfully, wil- 
1 85 cnt, np deface, the gar garmep mepts and 
. cloak, gawn, and potticoat N * Ann 
orter, tute, and. againft the ki 
The chief evidence, on this 1 was that of 10 Ann = EM 
the injured lady, who was not chargeable with the ſmalleſt degree 
ol inconſiſtency even on her croſs- examination. Her evidence 
was alſo confirmed by that of her ſiſter Miſs Sarah Porter. After 
which, Mr. Tomkins the ſurgeon proved, that the wound which 
\ Miſs Porter received was a very dangerous ane indeed; that it was 
detween ane and ten inches in length, 
three and four inches deep at the ends only juſt through the ſkin; 
but for her ſtays, muſt have penetrated the abdomen : the 
have been cut with a arp inftrument, %:_. 4 
F E . a full and impartial bearing, the jury * the prifoner 
. Jaſtice Buller men ordered the judgment in this eaſe, and 
5 "the recoghizances of the perſons — to projecute, to be reſpited 
1 nll Dec; ſeſſions. All the witnefſes were Tabbed ſeparately, 
Ai the commencement of the ſeſſions at the Old Bailey, on the | 
-.- . _ cath of Dee, judge Aſhurſt addreſſed the prifaner rieatly in the 
__ Sbllowing terms: © You have been 2 ry under the 
Tar. 6 Geo, I. of maliciouſly tearing, cutting, f ling, and defecing 
meme of Ann — on the 18h of Jan, laſt. Judgment 
- Has becfi arreſted upon two points—one, that the indictment is in- 
* #forwal F the other, that the act of Parliament does not reath the 


folemn confideration, the judges are of opinidn, that 
i ve ons are well founded ; but though you are diſ- 


*g 5 indictment, yet you are within the purview of 

| {i law. You e eee to be remanded to be tried 
Speniſdtmcanor,” 

4 IP bas xccordingly, onthe i th of the: ſame Dec. tried at Hicks's 

J — -- preg in making an affault on Miſs Ann Porter, | 

The 4 16 hours: there 1 were three ( counts in the indif- 
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ant in the middte betwren _ 
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b ; was, that Ne; . cher d an. 4 
afftult on Ann Porter, and with a certain kmife infli 
- - > gage inches long, nnn a 


E 22 witneſſes were then called, i in L 
on the trial at the Old Bailey gave a hr, 
| correR, and — — Pofi 807 W 
fon of the priſoner. 

The facts proved were WY the fame, with very little variation 
with thoſe which were given in eviderice, on His trial 
for the felony at the Old Bailey; for which reafon we forbeat t6 
enter more fully on the trial? 

The priſoner produced two witneffes, Miſs Amet and Mr. Mi- 
chelle, who attempted to prove a clear alib;, and the credit of theit 
teſtimony was not depend by any contradiftion. The que 
therefore was, to which the jury would give credit, for the evidence 
was on bothfides equally fair and unexceptionable. 2 

The chairman made a moſt excellent fumming up: the jury retired, 
. returned a verdi& 

uilty. 

The priſoner was again put to the bar at 10 O clock the ſame | 
morning, and tried on the remaining indiftments, on three of 
which he was foynd Guilty ; when the court ſentenced him to two 
years iniprifonment in Newgate for each, and at the _ Mration of 
the time to find ſecurity for his — behaviour, him ſelf in * 
and two ſureties i in pol. each, 1 


2 of the Trial of Lon op Vrscount Doxeauvax, Sar take 
: — Earl & Cork. 2 | 


4 
CES — — 


6 ˙ A % ——— _ EE =z 


PL. - 
- 1 y 
, A «M 
= = ” 7 


— 


of the charge 


—_ 


| 

| 

= 
"= 


* 
1 - 
. ͤ5—˙Ü¹ Cf nu m P — — — — - - 


HE — charged] his lordſhip with the 1 
of ſtealin privately frgm the-perſon of Eliz. Weldon, three 
ineas and an half, en the &vening of Wedn. Jan. 13, 1792. *-. 

The proſecutrix ore, thit ſhe was at the play on Wedneſday 
night, and was , hawded out by a gentleman to a 2 
When about half w ay home, he felt his hand at her pocket; and 
- ber loſs, ann ed the gentleman with having pickea 

en kg er rc of the coach, ſhe ſaid, that, on n 
|, he offered her a, guinea to ler him go, Shes 

1a hot; arid if he offered eo 6 Be would calf WM 

pat 1 urſuaed h. eee Witten! 

; iffconſequen Kae he was taken to che ra 
Re 4 e charged Jing with the fel 1 7 

- Wil ke and Robert Boyce prov 

i had lodged in theit Houſes ; 210 that ſhe 


ſuch a looſe and CON e that e 
nao b her. | At s ” 
N 1 
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= - Many other witnelles were called in behalf of his lordſhip, who = = 
3 inves the Tas iworn. to by the proſecutrix. Among theſs 1 
4 k-man Land the darch man, w] invalidated the — 4 __ 
F ofthe profecutrix in very material points, and rendered her tel. | 
mony of no avail. f 
„Mr. Sheppard, the attorney * the defendant, ox gave his evi- 
dence as to what paſſed in the parlour of the magiſtrate, — alſo con: 
tradifted the teſtimony of the proſecutrix. Mr. King the barriſter 
confirmed this. The teſtimony of ſeveral other —— left not 

the [matleſt doubt upon * perſon in court, of the abandoned cha- 
ratter of the proſecutrix, of the iniquity of the proſecution, and the 
innocence and honour of the noble lord. 

A great many of the firſt characters in the kingdom alſo attended, 
among whom were his Grace of Devonſhire, dukeof Portland, &c. 
to give the defendant the moſt amiable and honourable character, 
if the caſe ſhould require it. 

The jury, clearly perceiving the complexion of the proſecution, 
and being convinced of the perfe& innocence of the defendant, | 
pronounced him Not Guilty. | 


The 8 addreſſed his lordſhip i in theſe words: 
ä Dungarvan, 

. Iltis but juſtice to you to fay, it is impoſſible you can 80 away 

| -<« from this bar with the ſmalleſt imputation on your character. Of 


& your imprudence 1 in. this  bulinels, you ſeem to be already very 


| Abe trial laſted near ſi x hours. When the defendant was found 
1 aan there was an univerſal ſhout of approbation, and the 


rix was hiffed out of court, and with great difficulty — 
+ he effects of the ee 8 ne. | 
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FRgzrrorLouew Quarn, for Murder, in the Ilir of Ely. 


ras tried and convicted at. the laſt aſſizes for the: Iſle of 
| Cambridge ſhire, far the wilful murder of Ann his wife. 
evght from the King's Bench pri ſon, and placed at the 


bar, when r. Plumtree, Counſel for the Crawn, ſtated the circum» 
| ©- ſtances of the caſe, and e that the fact, of which the pri- 
ſoger had been found utlty, amounted to. the crime of wilful 
murder. He ſaid that K ury, under the direction of the Chief 
Judge of Hy, had found a 1 Verdict, in order to take the 
opinion 0 the Court of King 8 Bench upon t the following queſ- 
tion, viz. whether the fats . the Jury amounted to 
murder, or only to Narr 22 circumſtances of the 
caſe, as prov the trial, were — mioner and Iris 
wife came out yk together i in the I Ny. They ap- 


is e been arrelli Tue priſaner had. one of fie 
cHildren i th have arms. fis wife ta ſat kerfaf upon the gr and 


wa . 
1 


. and walked. 2— towed __ 2 gave her 
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two or three kicks, upon which ſhe ſhricked out and ran away; 2 
be purſued, and kicked her again; in. conſequence of whieh ſhe 
fell upon the ound: he then retired a-few paces, returned to her 
again, and, while ſhe lay on the ground, he gave her ſeveral more '* 
kicks; the then got up, when he kicked-her down again; the de- 
ceafed then ſaid, © You have killed me.“ A woman, heating 
her ſhrieks, remon ſtrated with the priſoner againſt his conduct 
upon which he faid he would ſerve her the fame. The deceaſed 
then aroſe, ſtruggled, fell down, and died. The priſoner, upon 
finding ſhe was dead, expreſſed great ſorrow. . It. appeared that 
her ſpleen had burſt, the indictment ſtated. that of this ſhe 
died, and that it was occakoned by the kicks and blows given her 
by the roo The whole laſted near half an hour. 1 
_ Mr. Plumtree cited a number of cafes ig prove that the offence 
of which the priſoner had been convicted amounted to wilfuk 
murder. To conſtitute murder, the law ſaid, there muſt be ma- 
lice expreſſed or implied. Barbarity always implied malice. II. 
one man cruelly. beat another without provocation, although h 
did not ingend to kill, yet the law would imply. a malicious Bur- 
poſe, and if the party died it would be murder. He made many 
appolite remarks upon the caſe in queſtion, and contended that it 
cleauly amounted to murder, according to the opinions of Lord 
Hale, Mr. Juſtice Forſter, and other great legal authorities. 
The Court were clearly of opinion that the facts proved gib 
the priſoner amounted to murder. There appeared to be no £Þ 
. vacation on the part of the deceaſed, and no man had 2 nghy # 
even to inflict chaſtiſement without a guſt provocation... It wps. 
not neceſſary to prove expreſs malice, to conſtitute murder. If 
one perſon provoked another to chaſliſe him, it muſt be done with 
moderation, and with .a proper - inſtrument, otherwiſe the * 


would infer malice. Wy OST) 
He was executed at Kennington, on Feb. 7, 1791. 


Joun Ern N rox, and Joh RAN DAL T, for Rodberies, Cc. . 


OHN ETHERINGTON was indicted for felonioufly return- 
ing from tranſportation, belore the term for which he was . 
tranſported. was expired, and being ſeen at large within this 
In the part of the Crown it was-proved, that the priſoner had 
deen ſentenced to be tranſported for feven years, from the year. | 
1787. The record of his conyiftion being produced, and his pex. 
ſon identified by one 'of the perfons belonging, to Newgate; he 
was bn eee 


— 


Ho was again inditted for breaking and entering ihe dyelling- 
houſe of the Baro Wenzel, in Sack yille-ſtrees, on the. firſt of, 
value'sl, N 5 | * T7 0 WF BT a hf hd my | — WK: WIE £ | : 
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Vans fhut, and the ſtreet door half open. The houſe-ke 
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Cc cerdber, under 


3 came with the priſoner, which raiſed her ſuſpicion ; and, on their 


dim: on which a ſcuffle enfued; and the 


— — — — 
Py 


two ſervants from the next houſe came to her afhſtance, and fe- 
<ured the 


without heſitation, ' Sans 4 in their verdift 
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of taking ir, and went up ſtairs with the” 
houſe keeper, to view the different rooms. 


On their coming to the gatret, ſhe miffed — 


tf 


x” 
VF 


coming down fairs, the parlour-door, which ſhe had left open, 


r im- 
mediately ſeized the priſoner, and ſbutting the ö — fafiing 


en his giving an account of the other man who had come with 


iſoner, in order to 
cut her in a deſpe- 


neighbourhood, when 


effect his eſcape, iruch her ſeveral times, 


rate manner. 


She cried out . n the 


iſoner. 
& being fun y proved by the houſekeeper, the Jury 
guilt 
This criminal was born of reputable parents, who gave him a 
decent education, and placed him as an apprentice to a ſaddle- 
wee-maker. Being out of his time, he fell into bad y, and 
committed a felony, in which being detected, he was ſentenced to 
be tranſported. Finding means to return, he renewed his depre- 
dations, which brought him to the gallows. 

- Whilſt under ſentence of death, he behaved in a penitent man- 


Theſe 


mer, having little hopes of mercy, as the Judge, immediately after 
His conviftion, bid him prepare to die, as his crimes were enor- 
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He was a decent lookin man, about go years of age. 
Jon RandaALL was caſt for breaking into the houſe of George 
T and ſtealing a pair of cotton ſtockings, a cotton petticoat, 
2 muſlin handkerchief half a crown, ſome halfpence, &c. 


On the trial, the facts were plainly proved againſt the priſoner, 
Who being an old offender, was ordered for execution. 0 : 


During the time he lay under ſentence of death, he behaved i in 
A very penitent manner. 

He had received but a very indifferent education, and was TY 
the neceſlity of requeſting his fellow priſoners, and others, to 
read to —1 pray with him, for which | 


— 1 did he defire every one to take warning by his-un- 
Happy fate, to avoid drinking and Sabbath-breaking, un dad 
nt my, fear God, and obey their parents. 

T © two male faktors were executed on Feb. 2g, 1792. 


. nt determined when this account An to preſs, it may not be 


3 n to give ſome particulars concerning them. 


Sous 


appeared exceedingly | 


| bee de Souza and Thomas Herbert were to have been en- 
- cnted with the above, but were reſpited; and tho' their fate was 


1 


3 DE Souza, A rags ew, was capital 
fivately ſtealing, in the d ouſe of 8 
b guineas, a crown: piece, — a ſilver watch, h 
This criminal — born 1 in the kin gdom of 


Y 


re 
red in general greatly ſhocked. = L he 3 on aw- 
fituation. Being of the Roman. catholic religion, he was 

| attended during his confinement, and in proſpeft of a 1 ex- 
ecution, by one of the prieſts of that perſuaſion. He owned he 
was guilty of the crime for which he expected to ſuffer death; 
and confeſſed, that from his youth he had been addicted to pil- 
fering. 

This unhappy man affords an inſtruttive caution to other young 
people, that are thieviſhly inclined, not on any account to invade 
and purlom the property of others; inaſmuch as one bad action, 
how ſmall ſoever, commonly tends to harden the conſcience, and © 


tence of death, he — in a v forved manner, yet © 4 - Þ 
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lead unthinking mortals to greater, till deſtruftion cloſes the fatal =: 
and melancholy ſcene. The following uſeful leſſon, therefore, © 

. well learnt, and deeply a on the mind, will be an effe r- 
tual preſervative againſt all diſhoneſt practices, namely, Avoid el 


the leaſt appearance of evil. | 2 


N 
.. 


Tuouas HzA BEAT was caſt for burglariouſly enteri 
ling-houſe of Dennis Dolan, and John Magaurin, — 
— candleſtick, value 33. 


we 


This malefactor was born of honeſt parents, who 7 cy 1 
JI thing in their power to induce him to walk in the. 1 
but his on evil propenſities rendered all their LNA inef- 4 
4 feftual. He was not bred to any buſmeſs, but had lived in ſeveral + :; 
= 1 laces, having been em 1 to look after horſes, &c. He had -* 
| fo little fear of dying for the crime he had committed, that, pre- 
' vious to his trial, he entertained the greateſt hopes of being 5 2 

uitted, 9 
2 While under ſentence of death, he behaved i in a decent manger, : I 

I but was rather too chearful for one in his dreadful fituation. % 
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| continued for ſbme time confident of receiving a reſpite ; but 
q when the dead warrant came down, and he found himſelf ordered 
% for execution, it is impoſſible to expreſs the horror of his mind. 
But the night before he was to be executed, his Majeſty extended 
his royal Clemency to him by a reſpite; * ſhould his liſe be 
{pared, it is hoped a a ſerious reflection on the deſtructive conſe- 
quences he had ed from purtuing evil courſes, will provt 
a means of his reformation in the future 


rt of his life. He was 
only about 21 years of age, and being low in ſtature, had a — 2 
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4188 lang e e . Bakan, the Murdgrer, 4 Peres, 7 - 


FAN: en. 
liam Baker, alias King, being taken ill, has con ſeſſed, when 
8 n Haſler Hoſ pital, that he was the perſon who about a twelvemonth 
_ . £5 jo cruelly murdered the woman near'St. Pancras. | 

We are told, that this unhappy man was lately a ſailor on board 
one of his Majeſty's ſbips, where his behaviour was ſo ſingular, 
_ that all his — noticed it. In the day- time he was full of 
. ſkipping about the deck. i in the higheſt glce ; but when 
night came. on, his.mind was ſo agitated, that the — noiſe 
he made di ſturbed all the ſhi PR mpany. 

At length he became ſo ba — nd when the ſhip was at Spithead 
he was ſent ta Haſler Hoſpital, and being likely to die, he ſent for 
two clergymen, viz. Dr. Bruce, n Dr. ene * made the 
following confeſhon to them : 3.208 : 


. Finding, by. the juſtice rY God, that 1 can have no reſt, by 
= night or by day, 1 30 confeſs, to cafe my fin- ſick. ſoul, that I, and 
C only I, committed that ſhocking murder, upon the body of the 
WW” woman near Pancras, about a t elvemonth finee, I then went 
00 fea, that I might fly from juſtice, but have found it all in vain; 
BE for no ſooner r= in I by down upon my hammock, than the ghoſt 
pl the deceaſed 5 appeared before me, pointing to her bleed- 
| Ing,wounds, at and demanding my life as a forfeit. fer the, horrid 
dime. 


1 3 N Tormented i in this dreadful manner, 1 was determined to make 

! Still confeffion'of wy offence, which 1 now. do, in the profents 

of the Bo gentlemen above-mentioned. 

ef do not PIEY to live, but wiſh to die; yet hope, by . the 

die od of "Jeſus Chriſt, and a ſincere Nen that a Wee 

nce may meet with heaven s pardon, _ TT 

* 2 00 I defire the prayers of theſe gentlemen, and all e chriſtians; am 
_ In my perlect ſenſes, and make this confeſſion freely and W 

43 4 Iz to eaſe my foul. 

einm Ebereof 1 * bgned my name, the twelfth of Fe * 

n TIO Eo *Witian Baxzn,” 


þ ory, 1996; 
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| _— un "IRS * this OT Tal is ; conſiderably re re- 
4 . nappy of courſe, kept under a ſtrict guard. 5 
Wpen able to be tried, he will be brought to town, and, un- 2 

3 if Gre vlg receive ths juſt r f bis crime. 
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